JEREMIAH. 


INTRODUCTION. 


1. JEREMIAH was by birth a 
priest, and dwelt at Anathoth, a 
village in the tribe of Benjamin, 
about three miles north of Jeru- 
salem. The name is not found till 
the time of David, when, however, 
it seems to have become common 
(see 1 Chr. xii 4, 10, 13), and 
most probably it signifies Jehovah 
shall exalt. 

It is a subject of dispute whether 
or not Hilkiah, the father of Jere- 
miah, was the High Priest of that 
name, who found the Book of the 
Law in the Temple (2 K. xxii. 8). 
It is at least possible that he was. 
The more than ordinary respect 
felt for the prophet hy Jehoiakim 
and Zedekiah, and other reasons 
support the supposition that Jere- 
miah was a man of high birth. 

His call to the prophetic office 
came in the thirteenth year of 
Josiah. It was a time when dan- 
ger was once again gathering round 
the little kingdom of Judah, and 
to Jeremiah was assigned a more 
directly political position than to 
any other of “the goodly fellow- 
ship of the prophets ;” as both the 
symbols shewn to him and the very 
words of his institution prove. If 
we glance back at the previous 
history, we find that the destruc- 
tion of Sennacherib’s army in the 
fourteenth year of Hezekiah (B.c. 
693), though it had not freed the 
land from predatory incursions, 
had nevertheless put an end to all 


serious designs on the part of the 
Assyrians to reduce it to the same 
condition as that to which Sal- 
maneser had reduced Samaria. The 
danger of Judea really rose from 
Egypt on the one hand and Baby- 
lon on the other. In Egypt Psam- 
metichus put an end to the sub- 
division of the country, and made 
himself sole master in the seven- 
teenth year of Assurbanipal (B.c. 
649), being the twenty-fourth of 
Manasseh. As he reigned for fifty- 
four years he was—during the last 
eighteen or nineteen years of his 
life—contemporary with Josiah, but 
it was his successor Necho who 
slew Josiah at Megiddo. Mean- 
while as Egypt grew in strength 
so Nineveh declined, partly from 
the effects of the Scythian invasion, 
but still more from the growing 
power of the Medes, and from 
Babylon having achieved its inde- 
pendence. Two years after the 
battle of Megiddo, Nineveh fell be- 
fore a combined attack of the Medes 
under Cyaxares and the Babylo- 
nians under Nabopalassar. But 
Nabopalassar does not seem to have 
been otherwise a warlike king, 
and Egypt remained the dominant 
power till the fourth year of Jehoia- 
kim. In that year, B.c. 586 accord- 
ing to the cylinders, Nebuchadnez- 
zar defeated Necho at Carchemish. 
Having peaceably succeeded his 
father he returned to Judma, and 
Jehoiakim became his vassal. After 
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three years of servitude Jehoiakim 
rebelled (2 K. xxiv. 1), and died. 
Three months afterwards his son 
Jehoiachin, the queen-mother, and 
a large number of nobles and arti- 
ficers, were carried captive to Ba- 
bylon. 

The growth of Egypt into a first- 
rate power under Psammetichus 
(iL 18, 36), raised the question of 
a close alliance with him, The 
youthful Jeremiah gave his voice 
against it. Josiah recognised that 
voice as inspired, and obeyed. His 
obedience cost him his life at Me- 
giddo; but four years later Necho 
was defeated hy Nebuchadnezzar at 
Carchemish. On that day the fate 
of the Jewish nation was decided, 
and the primary object of Jere- 
miah’s mission then ceased. 

The ministry of Jeremiah really 
belonged to the last eighteen years 
of Josiah’s reign. Judah’s proba- 
tion was then going on, her salva- 
tion still possible; though each 
year Judah’s guilt became heavier, 
her condemnation more certain. 
But to the eye of man her punish- 
ment seemed more remote than 
ever. Jehoiakim was the willing 
vassal of Egypt, the supreme power. 
No wonder that, being an irreligi- 
ous man, he scorned all Jeremiah’s 
predictions of utter and early ruin: 
no wonder that he destroyed Jere- 
miah’s roll, as the record of the 
outpourings of mere fanaticism. It 
was his last chance, his last offer of 
mercy : and as he threw the torn 
fragments of the roll on the fire he 
threw there in symbol his royal 
house, his doomed city, the Temple, 
and all the people of the land. It 
was in this fourth year of Jehoia- 
kim that Jeremiah boldly foretold 
the greatness of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
empire, and the wide limits over 
which it would extend. This pro- 
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phecy (ch. xxv.) placed his life in 
danger, so that “ the Lord hid” him 
and Baruch (xxxvi. 26). When 
Jeremiah appears again Nebuchad- 
nezzar was advancing upon Jeru- 
salem to execute the prophecy con- 
tained in xxxvi. 30, 31. And with 
the death of Jehoiakim the first 
period of Judah’s history was 
brought to a close. ‘Lhough Jere- 
miah remained with Zedekiah, and 
tried to influence him for good, yet 
his mission was over. He testities 
himself that the Jewish Church had 
gone with Jehoiachin to Babylon. 
Zedekiah and those who remained 
in Jerusalem were but the refuse 
of a fruit basket from which every- 
thing good had been culled (ch. 
xxiv.), and their destruction was a 
matter of course. Jeremiah held no 
distinctive office towards them. 

Such was the political state of 
things in the evil days in which 
Jeremiah was commissioned to 
make Jehovah’s last appeal to His 
Covenant-people: but to understand 
the prophet’s position fully, the 
moral change which had come over 
the Jews, and which was the real 
cause of the nation’s ruin, must be 
noted. 

Up to the time of Manasseh, 
though there had been bad us well 
as good kings, and though there 
had probably always been a certain 
amount of nature-worship and of 
unauthorized rites upon the _hill- 
tops, yet the service of Jehovah 
had been the sole established and 
even dominant religion of the peo- 
ple. But upon his accession a new 
order of things began ; and, in spite 
of his repentance, it continued 
throughout his long reign of fifty- 
five years. Not only was there the 
open establishment of idolatry, but 
a reign of terror commenced, during 
which not only the prophets, but 
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all who were distinguished for reli- 
gion and virtue, were cruelly mur- 
dered. The reign of Manasseh was 
important in another particular. 
During it the land was slowly re- 
covering from its utterly exhausted 
state at the end of the Assyrian 
wars; and when Josiah came to 
the throne, there was both great 
prosperity among the people, and 
also a better state of feeling. Great 
and good men stood forward as 
leaders in defence of their national 
religion and Covenant-God: and 
the nation itself had become as dis- 
satisfied with Baal and Moloch as 
their forefathers had been with 
Jehovah. In his eighteenth year 
Josiah entered with all his heart 
into the work of restoring the na- 
tional religion, and laboured with 
astern earnestness to remove every 
vestige of idol-worship from the 
land. This was half the work: the 
other half was entrusted to Jere- 
miah, The king could cleanse the 
land: the word of God speaking to 
their consciences could alone cleanse 
men’s hearts. The office then of 
Jeremiah was to shew that a change 
of morals must accompany the pub- 
lic reformation effected by Josiah, 
or it would not be accepted." 

It was in Josiah’s thirteenth 
year, when entire quiet prevailed 
in the political world, and Jeremiah 
was himself little more than twenty 
years of age, that his appointment 
took place, and two symbols were 
shewn him by which he learned 
the main reasons why the word of 
Jehovah was entrusted to his 
charge. By the first, the branch 
of an almond-tree, he was taught 
that judgment was awake in the 
land. Judah must decide at once 


1 Cp, iv. 3, v. 1, vii. 9-11, ix. 4, 5. 
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whether she will serve Jehovah or 
Baalim, and her choice must be 
real. If she choose Jehovah, she 
must prove that such is her choice 
by worshipping Him in purity and 
holiness. For, secondly, by the 
symbol of the seething caldron he 
learned that a dreadful calamity 
was impending over his country. 
There are in Jewish history two 
overwhelming catastrophes, the 
first, the destruction of the holy city 
and Temple by Nebuchadnezzar ; 
the second, the destruction of the 
holy city and Temple byTitus. The 
preaching of Jeremiah caused the 
first to be a new birth to the chosen 
people: the preaching of Christ 
caused the Christian Church to 
spring forth from the other. But 
had their preaching been more 
generally listened to, Jerusalem 
might each time have been saved. 
It was because men passed on with- 
out heeding the warning that the na- 
tion thus fell twice (Luke xix. 42).? 

Jeremiah was not, however, one 
“dumb before the shearers, and 
that opened not his mouth” (Isai. 
liii. 7). Of all the prophets there 
is not one who so frankly lays open 


® As in each case only a small minority 
was saved in the genera] ruin, the office 
both of Jeremiah and of our Lord is de- 
scribed by the same metaphor. In vi. 27- 
30 the prophet compares himself to a 
smelter, who uses all the resources of his 
art to extract from the ore the precious 
silver, but in vain. In similar terms 
Malachi compares our Lord to a refiner 
and poser of silver (Mal. iii. 2, 3, iv. 1). 
The Jews understood that Jeremiah was a 
type of the Messiah, and surrounded his 
remembrance with many mythical legends 
(2 Mace. ii. 1-8, xv. 13-16) ; and when they 
asked John, ‘Art thou that prophet?” 
(John i. 21) there can be little doubt that 
it was Jeremiah whom they were expect- 
ing to appear again. Many Jewish and 
some Christian expositors see in Jeremiah 
the “servant of Jehovah,” whose sorrows 
are so graphically set forth in the fifty- 
third chapter of Isaiah. 
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to us his brooding melancholy 
nature. He discloses to us his in- 
most thoughts. We find him sensi- 
tive to a most painful degree, timid, 
shy, hopeless, desponding, con- 
stantly complaining, and dissatis- 
fied with the course of events, with 
the office which had been thrust 
upon him, and with the manner of 
the divine Providence. Jeremiah 
was not one whose sanguine tem- 
perament made him see the bright 
side of things, nor did he quickly 
find peace and happiness in doing 
his Master’s will, And yet we 
never find him rebuked, because he 
was doing his duty to the utmost 
extent of his powers. Timid in 
resolve he was unflinching in exe- 
cution: as fearless when he had 
to face the whole world as he was 
dispirited and prone to murmuring 
when alone with God. He is a 
noble example of the triumph of 
the moral over the physical nature. 
His whole strength lay in his de- 
termination to do what was right 
at whatever cost. He made every- 
thing yield to that which his con- 
science told him he ought to do. 


3 ¢.g., Heaccuses God of injustice because 
all his efforts seem to be without result, 
Bad men prospered (xii. 1); false prophets 
resisted those who had the divine commis- 
sion (xiv. 13). No miracle was wrought 
by him or for him: no prediction was 
suddenly verified in a startling way: no 
demonstration of power was granted tohim 
in common with the prophets of old, and 
therefore ‘‘ the word of the Lord was made 
areproach unto him, anda derision daily” 
ixx. 7). His one task was to foretell the 
downfall of his country because of its per- 
sistence in sin: and bis reward was to be 
a man of strife and of contention to the 
whole earth: every one ‘doth curse me” 
(xv. 10; cp. xx. 7). And for this apparent 
failure he was not prepared. e con- 
trasts the joy with ‘ehie n he had entered 
upon his office with the disappointment of 
his hopes (xv. 15-18, xvii. 16); and when 
put in the stocks (xx. 2), he even accuses 
God of deceiving him, and determines to 
abandon his office (do. 7-18). 
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Danger, opposition, mockery with- 
out; fear, despondency, disappoint- 
ment within, availed nothing to 
shake his constant mind. The sense 
of duty prevailed over every other 
consideration ; and in no saint were 
the words of St. Paul (2 Cor. xii 9) 
better exemplified. 

Much the same characteristics 
may be seen in Jeremiah’s style of 
writing. He did not possess those 
gifts which make the orator.1 He 
had none of that strength and 
vigour, nor of that warmth of ima- 
gination, which characterize Isaiah 
and Micah. His vsual method is 
to set his main thought before the 
mind in a succession of images. 
They seldom grow out of one an- 
other, but simply form a succession 
of illustrations, each of which is full 
of poetry, but with this remarkable 
peculiarity, that Jeremiah never 
uses his picture as such, but mixes 
up with it words which are appro- 
priate, not to the metaphor, but to 
the idea which he is illustrating 
(eg., i 15, vi. 3-5). His simile is 
constantly dismissed almost before 
it has been fully presented to the 
mind in order that he may declare 
his meaning in plain and unvar- 
nished prose. This fulness of illus- 
tration, often diffuse and incon- 
secutive, is exactly in harmony 
with Jeremiah’s subject. No lot 
could have been more dreary to a 


‘ Jeremiah has the peculiar habit of 
repeating himself; cp.: 


Chap. Chap. 
ii. 28 repeated in xi. 13. 
v. 9, 29 5 vy ix, 9 
vi. 13-15 om » Vili, 10-12. 
vii, 14 +9 ey XXVi 
xi ” sy Xx. 12 
xv. 2 ‘3 vy Xliii. 11. 
xvi. 14, 15 is » xxiii. 7, 8. 
xvii. 25 ; vy Xxii. 4. 
xxiii. 19,20  ,, + XXX. 23, 24. 
xxx. 11 7 » Xivi. 28. 


xxxi, 35,35 ,,  ,, xxxiii. 25, 26, 
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man of intense patriotism like 
Jeremiah than to see the ruin of 
his country steadily approaching, 
to mark each step of its advance, 
to have to point out its causes, and 
to know the sole remedy, but also 
to know that none would heed his 
words. Could he but have wit- 
nessed the return of the exiles, 
and have known that the restora- 
tion of the Jewish Church was, 
humanly speaking, his work, his 
despondency would have given way 
to joy. But no such comfort was 
vouchsafed him. He was required 
to give up all the innocent joys of 
life (xv. 17); to abandon the most 
cherished privilege of a Jew, and 
live unmarried (xvii 2); and to 
abstain even from the civilities and 
sympathies of society (do. 5); only 
to be an object of universal abhor- 
rence. This was Jeremiah’s calling ; 
not to be a poet or orator, but to 
persuade men by the force of his 
moral character, and conquer by 
suffering, And his style is in 
keeping with the man. He spake 
as he thought. Ever brooding over 
his message to his people it pre- 
sented itself to his mind in many 
aspects, but was in substance ever 
the same. We have no change of 
subjects in his prophecy. He has 
but the one cry of Woe! All he 
can do is to adapt his unvarying 
tale to the existing state of things, 
and present it under new images. 
He is a true poet, but the poet of 
sorrow. Though sorrow coines but 
oceasionally, yet it comes to all, 
and then Jeremiah, the prophet of 
suffering, is full of instruetion for 
us. Perhaps no book of Holy 
Scripture sets so plainly before men 
the great issues which depend upon 
right and wrong. 

2. There can be little doubt that 
the Book of Jeremiah grew out of 
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the roll which Baruch wrote down 
at the prophet’s mouth in the 
fourth year of Jehoiakim, and 
which was completed and read be- 
fore the king in his fifth year, in 
the ninth month (ch. xxxvi). This 
roll contained a record of “all that 
God had spoken unto Jeremiah 
against Israel and against Judah 
and against all the nations” during 
the twenty-three years which had 
elapsed since the prophet’s call 
(xxxvi. 2). But as the twenty- 
first chapter was written in the 
reign of Zedekiah, the nineteenth, 
with perhaps the twentieth as a 
sort of appendix, is the last which 
can have formed part of that col- 
lection. Apparently therefore we 
have at most only fragments of 
Jehoiakim’s roll, the largest of 
which consists of chs. ii-x. Pro- 
bably also the prophecies against 
the Gentiles in chs. xlvi.—xlix. were 
contained in the roll, but were 
placed in their present position in 
order to connect them with the pro- 
phecies against Babylon (chs. 1., li.) 
written in Zedekiah’s fourth year. 
So also excepting ch. xiii. we must 
inelude in the roll the short pro- 
phecies which precede that of “the 
potter’s vessel” (ch. xix.). From the 
twentieth chapter all signs of any 
general arrangement vanish. <At- 
tempts indeed have been made to 
shew that these later chapters are 
grouped together upon some sort 
of system, but they are far-fetched 
and unsatisfactory. Tle conclu- 
sion forced upon the mind is that 
Jeremiah had proposed to himself 
to gather into one volume all his 
prophecies, and that this is the 
reason why Jehoiakim’s roll has 
not come down to us as a whole: 
but that he died in Egypt before 
he had been able to accomplish his 
design, and that at his death who- 
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ever had charge of his writings 
(probably Baruch) did not feel him- 
self at liberty to attempt any ar- 
rangement of .them. The fifty- 
second chapter was added to com- 
plete the history, and as it contains 
a notice of events more than twenty 
years after Jeremiah’s death, it is 
probable that long before this time 
his prophecies had become current 
in their present disorder. The 
superscription of the Book of Jere- 
miah confirms in a remarkable 
manner the foregoing statements : 
for it bears upon its surface plain 
marks of repeated alterations. 

Thetextof theSeptuagint Version 
offers very considerable differences 
from thatof the Masorites, contained 
inour Hebrew Bibles. From first to 
last there are innumerable varia- 
tions, which sometimes affect only 
single letters, syllables or words, 
but sometimes whole verses. On 
the other hand the omissions are 
unimportant, and we nowhere find 
in either text anything altogether 
independent of the other. There 
is however a remarkable dislocation 
of the whole series of the pro- 
phecies against the nations: and 
not only do they hold a different 
place generally, but are arranged 
on a different plan among them- 
selyes.3 The earlier position of the 
Gentile prophecies in the LXX. was 
probably more nearly that which 
they held in Jehoiakim’s roll. 

It was in Egypt that Jeremiah 
died. It is then at least probable 


> As the dislocation thus begins at ch. 
xxv. 15, it follows that chs. xxv. 15-xlv. 
becom? in the LXX. chs. xxxii.-li., 
while the appendix, ch. lii., holds the last 
place in both texts. The order of the 
nations in the LXX. is Elam, Egypt, 
Babylon, the Philistines, Edom, Ammon, 
Kedar, Damascus, and Moab. Cp. the 
following table : 
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that this Egyptian copy dates from 
the time when Baruch was about 
to depart from the country, and was 
transcribed (of course in Hebrew) 
for the private use of such Jews as 
believed Jeremiah to be a true 
prophet. It would gradually ob- 
tain currency and be copied again 
and again, and would in time be- 
come the authoritative form of the 
Book of Jeremiah among the Egyp- 
tian exiles. Its critical authority 
negatively is little, because of the 
extreme haste with which the copy 
was necessarily made, and because 
the exigencies of time required 
all that was not absolutely indis- 
pensable to be omitted: aftirma- 
tively its authority is very great, 
for it assures us that all that is 
common to the two texts is as old 
as the tune when they first sepa- 
rated from one another. When- 
ever ch. lit was added in Palestine 
it would not long reinain unknown 
in Egypt. New colonists took with 
thei copies of the fuller Hebrew 
text with the added appendix : but 
the shorter form was looked upon 
as that which had local authority. 
Patriotic Egyptian Jews doubtless 
held that it was the genuine text; 
and as such the Alexandrian trans- 
lators gave it the preference, but 
they could have no objection to 
adding to their Version so useful an 
annex as the fifty-second chapter. 

Evenindependently of theevidence 
of this Egyptian text the genuine- 
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Chap. Chap, 
xlvi. Egypt ==XXVI 
x}vii. Philistines =NXix. 1-7, 
xlviii. Moab XXXL 
xlix. 1-6 Ammon xxx. 1-5. 

» 7-22 Edom = xxix. 7-22, 

»» 238-27 Damascus =xxx. 12-16, 


», 28-33 Kedar & Hazor=xxx. 6-11. 
3, 34-39 Elam =xxv. 15-20, 
1, li. Babylon =xxvil., xxviii. 
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ness of nearly every part of the 
Book of Jeremiah is so generally 
acknowledged that an occasional 
footnote on some impugned passage 
is all that is necessary. The value 
of the double text rather lies in its 
shewing how quickly the writings 
of the prophets became generally 
current, and how impossible it was 
to interpolate them or introduce 
falsification on a large scale. The 
acknowledged genuineness of the 
Book of Jeremiah is also valuable 
in another respect, because no 
prophet so constantly quotes the 
words of his predecessors. He evi- 
dently knew the other Scriptures 
by heart, and perpetually repro- 
duces them, but in his own way. 
He never quotes them briefly and 
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succinctly, hut developes them, so 
as to give them something of his 
own soft luxuriance ; but his testi- 
mony to the existence of them in 
the same state as that in which we 
have them at present, is most clear. 
Most numerous are his quotations 
from the Pentateuch, and especially 
from the Book of Deuteronomy. 
It had been so lately found (2 K. 
xxii 8) that this is just what we 
should expect; his young mind 
must have been deeply penetrated 
by such a, scene as that described 
in 2 K. xxiii, 1-3. And such quo- 
tations in a book of which the 
genuineness is acknowledged, are 
of the greatest possible value for 
the criticism of the writings from 
which they are taken. 
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JEREMIAH. 


& Josh.21.18, 
ch. 32. 7, 8. 


Cnap. 1. TIT words of Jeremiah the son of Tilkiah, of the priests 
2 that were “in Anathoth in the land of Benjamin: to whom the 


word of the Lorp came in the days of Josiah the son of Amon 


® ch. 25. 3. 


3 king of Judah, 4in the thirteenth year of his rden. It camo 


also in the days of Jchoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, 


9 ch. 39. 2. 
tech, 52. 12. 
¢ 2 Kin. 25. 8, 
f Isai. 49. 1, 
v Ex, 23. 12. 
h Luke 1, 15, 


4 %n the fifth month. 


‘unto the end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah 
king of Judah, ¢unto the carrying away of Jerusalem captive 


Then the word of the Lorp came unto me, saying, Before I 
5 fformed thee-in the belly 71 knew thee; and before thou enmest 


1 forth out of the womb I 4sanctified thee, avd I) ordained thee a 


Gal. 1.15. 
t Bx. 4 10, 
Isai. 6. 5. 


6 prophet unto the nations. 
7 I cannot speak for Tama child. 
Say not, I am a child: for thou shalt go to all that I shall 


Then said I, +Ah, Lord Gop! behold, 
But the Lorn said unto me, 


1 Heb. yace. 


I, 1. Lhe words of Jeremiah] The usual 
title of the prophetical Books is the Word of 
the Lord: but the two Bouks of Amos anil 
Jeremiah are called the words of those pro- 
phets, probably because they contain not 
merely prophecies, but also the record of 
znuch which belongs to the personal history 
of the writers. This title might therefore be 
translated the “life” or ‘‘acts of Jeremiah,” 
though some understand by it a collection 
of the prophecies of Jeremiah. One deriva- 
tion of Jeremiah's name is God. exalteth. 

Hilkiah may have been the High-Priest of 
that naine. See p. 157. 

that were] Or, who was, i.e. dwelt. The 
meaning is, that Jeremiah was a priest who 
dwelt at Anathoth. 

2. came} Lit. was (and in v. 4); the phrase 
implies that, Jeremiah possessed God's word 
from that time onward, not fitfully 23 com- 
ing and going, but constantly. 

the thirteenth uear of his reign] According 
to the ordinary reckoning this would be tc. 
629, but if the Ptolemaic canon he right in 
putting the capture of Jerusalem in Bc. 580, 
it would be two years later, namely Bc. 627, 
According however to the Assyrian chro- 
nology it would be s.c. 608. It was the 
year after that in which Josiah began his 
reforms. 

3. The whole period contained in this verse 
is no less than forty years and six months, 
namely, eighteen years under Josiah, two 

periods of eleven years each under Jehoia- 

kim and Zedekiah, and three months under 
each of the omitted kings Jehoahaz and 
Jevoniah. 

in the fifth month] The capture of Jeru- 


salem took plac> in the fourth month, but 
its destruction in the fifth (see marg. reff.), 
the ninth day of which was subsequently 
sj as a fast-day (Zech. vii. 3). 

. This history of Jeremiah’s call to his 
office formed a part of his first address to 
the people. He claimed tc act by an cx. 
ternal authority, and to speak not his own 
words but those of Jehovah ; and this even 
when resisting the Divine cali (see xv. 13, 
xx. 7, 14-18). 

5. Rather, Before I formed thee in the belly 

I approved of thee [as one fit for the pro- 
phetic office], and before thou camest forth 
Jrom the womb T made thee holy [dedicated 
thee to holy nev Ihave appointed theo 
[new by this public call to be] a@ prophet 
unto the nations. 
_ unto the nations] The privileges contained 
in this verse are so great as in their full 
sense to be true only of Christ Himself, 
while to Jeremiah they belong as heing in 
so many particulars a type of Christ. 

- There is no resistance on Jeremich’s 
part, but he shrinks back alarmed. 

L cannot speak] i.e, I cannot prophesy, I 
have not those powers of oratory necessary 
for success. The prophets of Israel were 
the national preachers in religious matters, 
and their orators in political. 

Fama child) This implies nothing very 
definite about Jeremiah’s ae. Still the long 
duration of his prophetic mission makes it 
prebable that he was very young when 
called to the office, as also were Isaiah, 
Hosea, Zechariah, aud others. 

7. Jeremiah suggested two difficulties, the 
first inexperience, the second timidity. God 
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send thee, and ‘whatsoever I command thee thou shalt speak. 
8 'Be not afraid of their faces: for “I am with thee to deliver thee, 
9 saith the Lorp. Then the Lorp put forth his hand, and "touched 
my mouth, And the Loxp said unto me, Behold, I have *put 
10 my words in thy mcuth. See, I have this day set thee over the 
nations and over the kingdoms, to ¢root out, and to pull down, 
and to destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to plant. 
Moreover the word of the Lorp came unto me, saying, Jere- 
miah, what seest thou? And I said, I see arcd of an almond 
Then said the Lorp unto me, Thou hast well seen: for I 
i gq And the word of the Lorp 
came unto me the second time, saying, What seest thou? And I 
said, I see *a seething pot; and the face thereof 1s ‘toward the 
14 north. Then the LogD said unto me, Out of the ‘north an evil 


ll 


12 tree. 
13 will hasten my word to perform it. 
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& Num, 22, 


20, 38. 
Matt. 28. 20, 
' Ezek. 2.0. 
ver. 17, 

m Ex, 3. 12, 
Deut. 31.6, 8 
Acts 26. 17, 
Heb. 13. 6. 
* Isai. 6. 7. 
° Isni, 51. 16, 
P 1 Kin. 19. 
17 


@ ch, 18.7. 
2 Cor.10.4, 5, 
r Ezek. 113. 
3, 7. 


* ch. 4. 6, 


1 Heb. from the face of the north. 


now removes the first of these. Inexperi- 
ence is no obstacle where the duty is simple 
obedience. His timidity is removed by the 
promise given him in the next verse. 

9. touc made it touch. This was the 
symbol of the hestowal of divine grace and 
help, by which that want of eloquence, 
which the prophet had plended as a dis- 
qualification, was removed. 

10. I have...sct thee over] Lit. I have made 
thee Pdkeeil, i.e. eae is title is given 
only to these invested with high authority 
(e.g. Gen. xli. 34; 2 Chr. xxiv. 11; Jer. xx. 
1, xxix. 26). From God's side the prophet is 
& mere messenger, Sparing what he 1s told, 
doing what he is bid. From man’s side he 
is God’s vicegerent, with power “to root 
out, and to pull down.” 

root out...pull down] In the Hebr. the verbs 
present an instance of the alliteration so 
common in the prophets, and agreeable to 
oriental taste. The former signifies the 
destruction of anything planted, the latter 
refers to buildings. 

to thraw down| More exactly to tear in 
pieces, ‘here are four words of destruction, 
and but two of restoration, as if the mes- 
sage were chiefly of evil. And such was 
Jeremiah’s message to his contemporaries. 
Yet are all God’s dealings finally for the 
good of His people. The Babylonian exile 
was for the moment a time of chastisement : 
it became also a time of national repent- 
ance (see xxiv. 5-7). 

ll, what seest thou 7] If we admit a super- 
natural element in prophecy, visions would 
be the most simple means of communication 
between God and man. 

«a rod of an almond tree] Many translate a 
staff of almond wood, The vision would thus 
signify that God,—like a traveller, staff in 
hand—was just about to set forth upon His 
journey of vengeance. But the rendering 
of the A, V. is supported by Gen. xxx, 37. 
The word fonnlerad * almond” comes from 
® root signifying to be awake; and as the 
almond blossoms in January, it seems to 


be awake while other trees are still sleeping, 
and therefore is a fit emblem of activity. 
12. hasten] Rather, I watch over my word 


to fou it. 

3. ‘he first vision was for the support 
of the prophet’s own faith during. his long 
struggle with his countrymen: the secont 
explains to him the general nature of his 
mission. He was to be the bearer of tidings 
of a great national calamity about to break 
forth trom the north. He sees a caldron. 
It wes a vessel of metal (Ezek. xxiv. 11), 
large enough to prepare the meal of a 
numerous community (2 K. iv. 38), and 
broad at the top, as it was also used for 
washing purposes (Ps. lx. 8). This caldron 
was boiling furiously. , 

the fuce &c.] More correctly the margin, 
i.e. toward the south. We must suppose 
this caldron set upon a pile of inflammable 
materials. As they consume it settles down 
unevenly, with the highest side toward the 
north, so that its face is turned the other way 
and looks southwant Should it still con- 
tinue so to settle, the time must finally come 
when it will be overturned, and will pour 
the whole mass of its boiling contents upon 
the south. 
14. Out of the north...) The caldron re- 
oleate the great military empires upon the 
fuphrates. In Hezekiah’s time Nineveh 
was at their head; but stormed by the 
armies of Cyaxares and Nabopalassar it is 
itself now the victim whose limbs are seeth- 
ing in the caldron, and the seat of empire 
has been transferred to Babylon. But who- 
ever may for the time prevail, the tide of 
passion and_carnage is sure finally to pour 
itself upon Judea. 
an eril shall break forth] the cvil shall be 
opened, shell shew itself, be disclosed from 
the north :—that special evil, waich from 
the days of Micah (Mic. iii, 12) all the pro- 
hets had denounced unon the Jews if they 
apsed into idolatry. At present the caldron 
is fiercely hoiling upon the Euphrates, As 
goon as either of the parties struggling there 
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15 'shall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the land. For, 


ch. 5, 15. 
& 6, 22. 


lo, I will ‘call all the families of the kingdoms of the north, saith 
the Lorp; and they shall come, and they shall *set every one 
his throne at the entering of the gates of Jerusalem, and against 


all the walls thereof round about, and against all the cities of 


Deut, 28. 
20, 

ch. 17. 13. 
¥1 Kin. 18, 
46. 


Jol 33. 3. 

1 Pot. 1. 13. 
* Kx. 3. 12. 
Ezek. 2. 6. 
® Isni. 50, 7. 
ch, U. 27. 


16 Judah. And I will utter my judgments against them touching 
all their wickedness, * who have forsaken me, and have burned. 
incense unto other gads, and worshipped the works of their own 

17 hands. ‘Thou therefore ¥ gird up thy loins, and arise, and speak 
unto them all that I command theo: *be not disinayed at their 

18 faces, lest. I 2confound thee before them. 
made thee this day “a defenced city, and an iron pillar, and 
brasen walls against the whole land, ngainst the kings of Judah, 
against the princes thereof, against the priests thereof, and 


For, behold, I have 


19 against the people of the land. And they shall fight against 


ver. 8. 


thee; but they shall not prevail against thee; 4for I am with 


thee, saith the Lorn, to deliver thee. 
Cuap, 2. MOREOVER the word of the Lorn came to me, saying, 


1 Heb. shell be opened, 


2 Or, break to piercer, 


yains the victory it will pour the whole 
seethiny mass over other countries in the 
shape of an invading army (see xxv. 17-26), 

ib. J will cal.) Tam calling. The judy- 
ment has begun. God is summoning His 
hosts to the war. 

families] The various races by which the 
provinces of the Babylonian empire were 
peopled. 

they shall set every one his throne] The 
chiefs of these various races come as God’s 
ministers to hold solemn court, and give 
sentence in His name (see xxv. 9). They 
therefore set each one his throne in the usual 
place for administering justice, namely, the 
entering in of the gates, where a large open 
space was always left in cities for the pur- 
pose. Viewed in one light war ix the boil- 
ing caldron of human passion, upset by 
hazard, and bringizyg only ruin in its course ; 
in the other it is God sitting in judgment, 
with the kings of the earth as His assessors, 
solemnly pronouncing sentence upon the 
guilty. 

against all the walls &c.] Sentence judi- 
cially pronounced, the nations come to exe- 
cute judgment by mounting as enemies 
upon her walls and storming her cities. 

16, In accordance with the custom of law 
courts, the crimes of the guilty city are 
mentioned in the sentence. ‘Ihe charyes 
brought against her are three: first, the 
desertion of the true God; next, the offer- 
ing incense to false gods, and, lastly, the 
making obeisance to, or bowing down (2 K. 
i 18) before images of human workman- 
chip. 

47. gird up thy loins] A symbol of pre- 
paration for earnest exertion, and implying 
dso firm purpose, and some degree of 
cdacrity. 

be ad dismaycd...1 Lit. be not dismayed at 


teeiv faces, lest I disnuty thee before their faces. 
Naturally despondent and _ self-distrustful, 
there was yet no feebleness in Jeremiah’s 
character. ‘There was in him a moral supe- 
riority of the will, which made him, at any 
cost to himself, faithfully discharge what- 
ever his conscience told him was his duty. 
18. Bie pherically the walls and fortifi- 
cations of the city represent the prophet’s 
wwer of patiently enduring the attacks of 
1is enemies ; while the iron pillar, support- 
ing the whole weight of the roof (Judy. xvi. 
29; 1K. vii. 21), signifies that no trials or 
sufferings would crush his steadfast will. 


If.-VI.—In the prophecies contained in 
these chapters, we have, probably, the re- 
cords of Jeremiah’s earlier ministrations 
during the comparatively uneventful years 
of Josiah’s reign. The great object of the 
prophet’s mission was to urge upon the 
people the necessity of making use of that 
final opportunity of repentance then given 
them. If personal amendment followed 
upon the king’s reforms Judah might yet be 
saved, We have then in these chapters such 
portions of Jeremiah’s earlier teaching, 
published during Josiah’s reign, as were 
deemed fit also for the Church’s use in all 
time. 

The prophecy (ii. 1-iii. 5) consists of three 
parts, of which the first (ii. 1-13) contains 
an appeal from God to all Israel, i.e. the 
whole twelve tribes, proving to them His 
past love, and that their desertion of Him 
was without ground or reason. In the 
second (ii, 14-28) the prophet shews that 
Israel's calamities were entirely the result 
of her apostasy. In the last (ii. 29-iii. 5) 
we see Judah imitating Samaria’s sin, and 
hardening itself against correction. 

II, 1, Moreover] Lit. And. Notice the. 


JEREMIAH. II. 


© Goand cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thus saith the Lorn; 


3 land that was not sown. ‘Israel wus holiness unto the Lorn, end 
+ evil shall come upon them, saith the Lorp. 4] Hear yo the word 
5 of Israel: Thus saith the Lorp, ‘What iniquity have your 


6 walked after vanity, and are become vain ? 
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{ remember 'thee, the kindness of thy “youth, the love of thine ¢ Ezek. 23. 
espousals, ’when thou wentest after me in tho wilderness, in 2 #5. 9 15 
b Deut. 2. 7. 
4tho firstfruits of his increaso: ¢all that devour him shall offend; Ex: 105 
Rev. 1+. 4 
of the Lorp, O house of Jacob, and all the families of the house : are ls 
: SIxni, 5. 4. 
fathcrs found in me, that they are gone far from me, ’and have Mic. 6. 3. 
Neither said they, fae ai 
Where is the Lorp that *brought us up out of the land of i Jeni. cs. 9 
13. 4 


Egypt, that led us through ‘the wilderness, through a land of Hos 


deserts and of pits, through a land of drought, and of the shadow 
of death, through a land that no man passed through, and where 

7 no man dwelt 2 And I brought you into **a plentiful country, 
to eat the fruit thereof and tho goodness thereof; but when ye 
entered, ye ‘defiled my land, and made mine heritage an abomi- 

8 nation. The priests said not, Where is the Lorp ? and they 
that handle the “law knew me not: the pastors also transgressed 
against me, “and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked 
9 after things that°do not profit. Wherefore »I will yet plead 
with you, saith the Lorn, and ¢with your children’s children 
10 will I plead. For pass %over the isles of Chittim, and see; and 
send unto Kedar, and consider diligently, and see if there be 

1 Or, for thy sake. 


2 Or, the lund of Carmel. 3 Or, over fo. 


os. 13. 4. 
# Deut. 8. 16. 
& 32, 10. 


kNum.13.27. 
Deut. 8. 7. 
t Lev. 18. 
25, 27, 28. 
Ps. 78. 58. 
™ Mal, 2. 6. 
Rom. 2. 20. 
® ch, 23. 18. 
© ver. li. 
Hab. 2. 18. 
p Ezek. 20. 
35, 36. 

Mic. 6. 2. 

@ Ex. 20. 6. 
Lev. 20. 5. 


connexion between Jeremiah’s call and 


8. The guilt of this idolatry is ascribed to 
The accusation 


firat prophecy. 

2. Up to this time Jeremiah had lived at 
Anathoth, he is now to make Jerusalem the 
scene of his ministrations, 

Iremembcr &c.] Or, I have remembered 
for thee the grace of thy youth, the love of 
thine espousals, thy going after me in the 
wilderness in an unsown land. Jeremiah 
contrasts the present unfriendly relations 
between Jehovah and His people with their 
past love. Israel, as often elsewhere, is re- 
pe enies as a young bride (Ezek. xvi. 8; 

os. ii, 20; Joel i. 8) The walking after 
God in the wilderness was an act of love on 
Israel’s part. Israel did leave Egypt at 
Moses’ bidding, and at Sinai was solemnly 
espoused to Jehovah. 

8. Render: Jsreel is an offering conse- 
crated to Jehovah, His firstfruits of in- 
crease. The firstfruits were God’s conse- 
crated property, His purtion of the whole 
harvest. Heathen, ie. unconsecrated, 
nations must not meddle with Israel, 
because it is the nation consecrated to God. 
If they do, they will bring such guilt upon 
themselves as those incur who eat the first- 
fruits (Lev. xxii. 10, 16). 

6. Modern researches have shewn that 
this description applies only to limited 
portions of the route of the Israelites 
through the Sinaitic peninsula. 

4%. a plentiful country] Lit. a land of the 
Carmel, a Carmel land {see 1 K. xviii. 19; 

i. xxix. 17 notes), 


the four ruling classes. 
brought against (a) the priests is indifference. 
(0) ‘They that handle the law” belonged also 
to the pee class (Deut. xxxiii. 10). Their 
offence was that they knew not Ged. Cp. Mic. 
iii. 11. (c} The third class are the pastors or 
shepherds, that is the temporal rulers. 
heir crime is disobedience. (d) The fourth 
class are the prophets. It was their business 
to press the moral and spiritual truths of 
the law home to the hearts of the people: 
but they drew their inspiration from Baal, 
the Sun-god. Upon the corruption of the 
prophetic order at this time, see xiv. 13 
note. ; 
things that do not profit] Here idols, which 
are not merely unreal, but injurious. See 
18. xii. 21; Isai. xliv. 9. oe Se 

9. plead] The word used by the plaintiff 
setting forth his accusation in a law-court 
(see Job xxxiii. 13 note). 

with sou} The present generation, who hy 
joining in Manasseh’s apostasy have openly 
violated Jehovah’s Covenant. ‘lhe fathers 
made the nation what it now is, the child- 
ren will receive it such as the presen’ 
Sieber are now making it to be, an 

od will judge it according as the collective 
working of the past, the present, and the 
future tends to good or to evil. 

10. Kedar signifies the whole East, and 
the isles of Chittim (Isai. xxiii. 12 note) the 
West, If then you traverse all lands from 
West to East, it will be impossible to find 
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JEREMIAH. II. 


when ‘upon every high hill and under every green tree thou 
21 wanderest, *playing the harlot. Yet I had'planted thee a noble 
vine, wholly a right seed: how then art thou turned into “the 
22 degenerate plant of a strange vine unto me? For though thou 
“wash thee with nitre, and take thee much sope, yeé ° thine ini- 
23 quity is marked before me, saith the Lord Gop. ? How canst 
thou say, I am not polluted, I have not gone after Baalim? see 
thy way 7in the valley, know what thou hast done: ' thou art a 


24 swift dromedary traversing her ways; **a wild ass ?used to the } 


wilderness, that snuffeth up the wind at ther pleasure; in her 
occasion who can ‘turn her away ? all they that seek her will 
25 not weary themselves; in her month they shall find her. With- 
hold thy foot from being unshod, and thy throat from thirst: 
but ‘thou saidst, °There is no hope: no; for I have loved 
26 ‘strangers, and after them will I go. As the thief is ashamed 
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¢ Deut. 12. 2 
Taai. 57. 5. 

k Ex, $4. 15. 
' Ex, 16. 17. 


® Job 0. 30. 

© Deut.32.34, 

Hos. 13. 12, 

» Prov, 3. 
9 


ach. 7. 31. 
r Job 39. 6. 
ch, 14. 6. 


* ch. 18, 12, 
t Deut, 32.16, 


when he is found, so is the house of Israel ashamed ; they, their 


ch, 3. 13. 


kings, their princes, and their priests, and their prophets, saying 
27 to a stock, Thou aré my father; and to a stone, Thou hast 
*brought me forth: for they have turned %their back unto me, 


1 Or, O swift dromedary. 
2 Or, O wild ass $c. 


5 Or, reverse tt? 
3 Heb, éuaght. 


4 Heb. the desire of her heart. 
§ Or, Je the case desperate ? 


7 Or, begotten me. 
8 Heb, the hinder part of 
the neck. 


the yoke and bands refer to the slavery in 
Egypt from which Jehovah freed Israel, 
the sense is—For of old time I Jehovah 
broke thy yoke, I burst thy bands, not that 
thou mightest be free to do thy own will, 
but that thou mightest serve me: and thou 
saidst, I will not serve. 

when &c.] For...under every leafy tree thou 
layest thyself down as a harlot. ‘The 
verb indicates the eagerness with which she 
prostrates herself before the objects of her 
idolatrous worship. 

21. a noble rine] Properly, @ Sorek vine 
(see Isai. v. 2), which produced a red wine 
(Prov. xxiii. 31), and had a lasting reputa- 
tion (Gen. xlix. 11). 

a right seed] Lit. « seed of truth, i.e. true, 
genuine seed, not mixed with weeds, nor 
with seed of an inferior quality. Cp. Matt. 
xili. 24. 

how then art thow turned] Or, How then 
hast thou changed thyself znto me (i.c. to 
my hurt or vexation) into the degenerate 
branches of a stranye vine? The stock 
which was God’s planting, was genuine, an 
of the noblest sort: the wonder was how 
such a stock could produce shoots of a 
totally different kind (Deut. xxxii. 32). 

22. nitre] Or, natron, a mineral alkali, 
found in the Nile valley, where it effloresces 
upon the rocks and surfaces of the dykes 
and in old time was carefully collected, an 
used to make lye for washing (see Prov. xxv. 


sope] A vegetable alkali, now called 
potash, because obtained from the ashes of 
plants. Its combination with oils, &c., to 
form soap was not known to the Hebrews 
till long after Jeremiah’s time, but they 
used the lye, formed by passing water 


through the ashes. ‘Thus then, though 
Israel use both mineral and vegetable 
alkalies, the most powerful detergents 
known, yet will she be unable to wash 
away the stains of her apostasy. 

thine iniquity is marked] i.e, as a stain. 

28. In their defence of themselves (ep. 2 
35), the people probably appealed to the 
maintenance of the daily sacrifice, and the 
Mosaic ritual : and even more confidently 
perhaps to Josiah’s splendid restoration of 
the ‘I'emple, and to the suppression of the 
open worship of Baal. All such pleas 
availed little as long as the rites of Moloch 
were still privately practised. 

thy way in the calicy) i.e. of Hinnom (see 
2 K. xxiii. 10 note). From the time of 
Ahaz it had been the seat of the worship of 
Moloch, and the prophet more than once 
identifies Moloch With Baal. Way is put 
metaphorically for conduct, doings. 

traversing saghoilgy er her ways, The 
word describes the tangled mazes of the 
dromedary’s course, as she runs hither and 
thither in the heat of her passion. 

24. A wild ass used to the wilderness] The 
type of an untamed and reckless nature. 

snufcth up the wind] The wind brings 
with it the scent of the male. Israel does 
not wait till temptation comes of itself, but 
looks out for any and every incentive to 
idolatry. 

occasion...month] i.e. the pairing season. 

26. God the true husband exhorts Israel 
not to run barefoot, and with parched 
throat, like a shameless adulteress, after 
stranyers. 

There is no hope) i.e. It is in vain. 

27. “Stone” being feminine in Hebrew 
is here represented as the mother. 
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# Isath, 45. 20, 
ch. HW. a3, 

“ vor, 23, 48, 


JEREMIAH. II, 


and not their faco: but in the time of their trouble they wiil 
28 say, Arise, and sayo us. But *whero are thy gods that thou 
hast made thee ? let them arise, if they ¥can save thee in the 
time of thy 'trouble: for # according to the mumber of thy cities 
29 are thy gods, O Judah. “Wherefore will yo plead with me? yo 
30 all have transgressed against me, saith the Lorp. In vain have 


Ce ee I smitten your children ; they received no correction : youn 

pe own sword hath ‘devoured your prophets, like a destroying lion. 
Acts 7. 52. 31 4 © generation, seo ye the word of the Lorp. 4 Have I been a 
ye wilderness wnto Israel? a land of darkness? wherefore sy Iny 


e Ps, 12. 

? Deut. 32,104. 
“Ds, 106. 21. 
Hos, 8. 14. 

* Ps, 106. 38, 
cl. 19. + 
‘ver, 23. 29, 
Kyer 9. 

41 Jolin 1. 
8, 140, 

w ver, 18, 


o2 Chr, 28, 


18, 20, 21, 1 He’. evil. 


people, **We are lords ; 
52 Can a maid forget her ornaments, or a bride her attire ? yet 
33 my people %have forgotten ne days without number. 
trnmmest thou thy way to seck love? therefore hast thou also 
3+ tanght the wicked ones thy ways. Also in 
*the blood of the souls of the poor innocents 
35 it by #secret search, but upon all these. 
Because I am innocent, surely his anger shall turn from ime. 
Behold, *I will plead with thee, ‘because thou sayest, I have not 
36 sinned. ™ Why gaddest thou about so much to change thy way ? 
"thou also shalt be ashamed of Egypt,?as thou wast ashamed 


2 eb. We hace dominion, 


/wo will coino no more unto thee ” 
Why 
ts skirts is found 
: 1) 


rave not found 
‘Yet thou snyest, 


3 Heb. digging, 


ee 


Arise, and sare us) Whether it be idola- 
try or infidelity, it satisfies only in tranquil 
and prosperous times. No ‘sooner does 
srualle come, than the deep conviction of 
the existence of a God, which is the witness 
for Hitn in our heart, resumes its authority, 
and man prays. 

28. A question of bitter irony. Things 
are mule for some use. Now is the time 
for thy deities to prove themselves real hy 
being usyvful. When every city has its 
special deity, surely among so many there 
might be found one able to help his wor- 
shippers. 

O Judah] Hitherto the argument had 
been addressed to Israel: suddenly the 
prophet charges Judah with the habitual 
practice of idolatry, and points to the con- 
clusion, that as Jerusalem has been guilty 
of Samaria’s sin, it must suffer Samaria’s 
punishment. 

30. your own sword hath deroured your 
prophets} An allusion probably to Manasseh 
(2 K. xxi. 16), Death was the usual fate of 
the true prophet (Neh. ix. 26; Matt. xxiii, 
37) 


$1. Or, O generation that ye are! An 
exclamation of indignation at their hardened 
resistance to Gad. 

@ land of durkness] This word is written 
in Hebrew with two accents, as being a 
compound, signifying not merely darkness, 
but the durkness of Jchovah, i.e., very great 
carkness. 

We are lords] Others render, We rove 
cvout, wander about at our will, go wh2z 
wwe like. 

52. A bride treasures all her life the 
sirdle, which first indicated that she was a 


married woman, just as brides now the 
wedding ring ; but Israel, Jehovah’s bride 
(7, 2), cherishes no fond memorials of past 
affection. 

83. Wh trimmmest thou thy way] Lit. Why 
mukest thou thy wey yoou, a plirase used here 
of the pains taken by the Jews to learn the 
idolatries of foreign nations. 

the wicked ones...) Or, therefore thou hast 
taught thy ways wickednesses. 

34. I have not found it &c.] Rather, thou 
didst not find them breaking into thy 
house. ‘The meaning is, that these poor 
innocents had committed no crime: they 
were not thieves caught in the act, whom 
the Law permitted men to slay (Ex. xxii. 2), 
and therefore Israel in killing them was 
guilty of murder. ‘The one crime here of 
theft is put for crime generally. 

upon all these) Or, becauso of all this, 
Thou killedst the poor innocents, not for 
any crime, but because of this thy lust for 
idolatry. 

35. Because I am innocent] Rather, But 
IT am innocent, or, I am acquitted, Thoso 
blond-stains cannot be upon my _ skirts, 
because now, in king Josiah’s days, the ido- 
latry of Manassch has been put away. 

shall turn from me] Or, has turned away 
from me. 

ead] Or, enter into judgment. 

6. to chanye thy way] The rival parties 
at Jerusalem looked one to Assyria, the 
other to Egypt, for safety. Asoneor other 
for the time prevailed, the nation chanyed 
its way, sending its embassies now east- 
ward to Nineveh, now westward to Memphis. 

thou also...) Lit. also of Egypt shult thou 
deashamed. ‘This was litcrally fulfilled by 


JEREMIAH, If. IIT. 


37 of Assyria. 


4 refusedst to be ashamed. 


Yea, thou shalt go forth from him, and ?thine 
hands upon thino head: for the Lorp hath rejected thy con- 
fidences, and thou shalt not prosper in them. 

Cuar. 3. THEY 'say, If a man put away his wife, and sho go from 
him, and become another man’s, “shall he return unto her again ¥ 
shall not that Yland be greatly polluted ? but thou hast ‘played 
the harlot with many lovers; “yet return again to mo, saith the 

2 Lorp. Lift up thine eyes unto ‘the high places, and sce where 
thou hast not been lien with. /In the ways hast thou sat for 
them, as the Arabian in tho wilderness; Zand thou hast pol- 
luted the land with thy whoredoms and with thy wickedness. 

8 Therefore the *showers have been withholden, and there hath 
been no latter rain; and thou hadst a ‘whore’s forchead, thou 

Wilt thou not from this time ery unto 

5 me, My father, thou art *the guide of 'my youth? ™ Will he 

reserve his anger for ever? will ho keep it to the end? Behold, 

thou hast spoken and done ovil things as thou couldest. 
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m Ps. 77.7. 
Jani. 57. 16. 


' Hob, Saying. 


the failure of the attempt to raise the sieve 
of Jerusalem (xxxvii. 5). 

87. from him] From it, from this Egypt, 
which though fem. as a land, yet asa people 
may be used as a mase. (cp. xlvi. 8). Now 
that Nineveh is tieniblii before the armies 
of Cyaxares and Nahopalassar, thou hast- 
enest to Egypt, hoping to rest upon her 
strength : but thou shalt retrace thy steps, 
with thy hands clasped upon thy head, dis- 
graced and discarded. 

confidences] ‘Those in whom thou con- 
fidest. 

in them) J.it. “with respect to them.” 

III. 1. They say] Ov, That is to say. 
Yhe prophet has completed his survey. uf 
Jsrael’s conduct, and draws the conclusion 
that as an adulterous wife could not be 
taken back by her husband, so Israel_has 
forfeited her part in the Covenant with God. 
Apparently the opening word, which liter- 
ally means to say, only introduces the quo- 
tation in mary. 

yet return again tome) Or, and thinkest 
thou te return unto me! The whole argu- 
ment is not of mercy, but is the proof that 
after her repeated adulteries, Israel could 
not again take her place as wife. ‘lo think 
of returning to God, with the marriage-law 
unrepealed, was folly. 

2. ‘These words are not the language of 
consolation to the conscience-stricken, but 
of vehement expostulation with hardened 
sinners. ‘Chey prove, therefore, the truth 
of the interpretation put upon the preceding 
verse. 

as the Arabian &c.] The freelooting pro- 
pensities of the Bedawin had passed in 
ancient times into a proverb. As eayer as 
the desert-tribes were for plunder, so was 
Israel for idolatry. 

4. Or, Hast thou not from this time called 
ane, My Father, thou art the husband of my 
youth? i.e. from the time of Josiah’s reforms 


in his eighteenth year, in opposition to ‘ of 
old time ” (ii. 20). 

5. Rather, Will he, the young husband, 
retain, keep up His anger for ccers These 
words should be joined to ¢. 4. 

Behold &e.] Rather, Behold, thou hest 
spoken thus, but thou hast dove eril things 

ersistently. ‘he A. V. translates as if 
Judah’s words and deeds were both evil. 
Really her words were fair, but her deeds 
proved them to be false. 

And here ends the prophecy, most in- 
teresting as shewing what was the general 
nature of Jeremial’s exhortations to his 
countrymen, during the fourteen years of 
Josiah’s reign, He sets before them Coil 
and Israel united by a covenant of marriage, 
to the conditions of which Jehovah is ever 
true, while Israel practises with zest every 
form of idolatry. Therefore the Divine 
blessing is withheld. It is an honest and 
manly warning, and the great lesson it 
teaches us is, that with God nothing avails 
but a real and heartfelt repentance followed 
by a life of holiness and sincere devotion tu 

is service. 


III. 6-iv. 4.—The Call to Repentance. 


The former prophecy ended with the de- 
nunciation of God’s perpetual anyer because 
of Israel’s obstinate persistence in sin. Now 
there is an invitation to repentance, and 
the assurance of forgiveness. The argu- 
ment is as follows: Israel had heen guilty 
of apostasy, and therefore God had put 
her away. Unwarned by this example her 
more guilty sister Judah persists in the 
same sins (er, 6-11). Israel therefore is 
invited to return to the marriage-covenant 
by repentance (vz. 12-14), in which case she 
and Judah, sccepted upon the like condition, 
xhall become joint members of a spiritual 
theocracy (vr. 15-18). ‘The repentance which 
God requires must be real (z. 19-iv. 4). 
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6 The Lorp said also unto me in the days of Josiah the king, 
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7 Deut. 12. 2. T Or, firme. 


Hast thou seen that which "backsliding Israel hath done ? she 
high mountain and under every green 
7 tree, and there hatk played the harlot. »And I said atter she 
had done all these things, Turn thou unto me. But she returned 
8 not. And her treacherous ‘sister Judah saw ¢¢. 
when ‘for all the causes whereby backsliding Israel committed 
adultery I had ‘put her away, and given her a bill of divorce; 
‘yet her trencherous sister Judah feared not, but went and 
9 played the harlot also. And it came to pass through the 'light- 
2.7. ness of her whexedom, that she “defiled the land, and committed 
10 adultery with*stones and with stocks. 
treacherous sister Judah hath not turned unto me “with her 
11 whole heart, but *feignedly, suith the Lorp. J And the Lorn 
suid unto me, *The backsliding Israel hath justified herself more 

12 than treacherous Judah. 
“the north, and say, Return, thou backsliding Israel, saith the 
Lonrp ; and I will not cause mine anger to fall upon you: fer 1 
wm ’morciful, saith the Lorp, and I will not keep anger for ever. 

13 ‘Only acknowledge thino iniquity, that thou hast transgressed 
ugainst the Lorp thy God, and hast scattered thy ways to tho 
“strangors / under every green tree, and ye have not obeyed my 

14 voice, saith the Lorp. ‘Turn, O backsliding children, saith the 


And I saw, 


And yet for all this her 


Go and proclaim these words toward 


2 Hob, in fulrehood, 


a , 


6, buckstiding Israel] The original is very 
strong: Hast thou seen Apostasy? fe. 
Israel: as though Israel were the very per- 
sonification of the denial of God. 

xhe ix goue up] Rather, she goes; it is 
her hahitual practice. 

7. Ur, And I said (i.e. within myself), 
clfter she has done all these thinys, she will 
reenn tame. But she did not return, 

treacherous] Lit. Falschood, i.e. false, 
faithless, ‘The character of the two sisters 
is plainly marked. Samaria is apostate ; 
she abandons Jehovah's worship altogether. 
Judah maintains the form only; her secret 
desives are set upon the orgies of heathen 
worship. 

8. Rather, -tad I saw that because apos- 
tate Izrach had committed adultery, 2 had 
put her away, and giren her the writing of 
her divorcement, yet false Judah her sister 
Seared not... The expression, For all the 
causes acherehy, is probably the actual for- 
mula with which writings of divorcement 
commenced, 

9. lightuess] Others render as in marg. 

defiled] Rather, profaned. ‘he land speci- 
ally consecrated to Jehovah’s service was 
treated by Judah as a common land. 

10. her treacherous sister Judah] These 
words are a sort of refrain, thrice (vr. 7, 8, 
10) repeated before Gad fizally pronounces 
Judsh more culpable than Israel. 

Ll. hath justitied herself] Tudah had had 
the benefit of the warniny given by Israel’s 
exunple. Both abandon Jehovah's service 
for idolatry, but Israel is simply apostate, 
Judah is also fulse. 


The verse is important, (1) as accounting 
for the destruction of Jerusalem so soon 
after the pious reign of Josiah. >lanasseh’s 
crimes had defiled the land, but it was by 
rejecting the reforms of Josiah that the 
people finally profaned it, and sealed their 
doom : (2) as shewing that it is not by the 
acts of its government that a nation stands 
or falls, Ahaz and Manasseh lent the 
weight of_their influence to the cause of 
idolatry : Hezekieh and Josiah to the cause 
of truth. But the nation had to determine 
which should prevail. Excepting a remnant 
it embraced idolatry, and brought upon 
itself ruin: in the remnant the nation again 
revived (xxiv. 5, 7). 

12. the north] The ten tribes, settled by 
Salmanezer in the north of Assyria. 

LT will not cause mine anyer to full upon 
you), Lit. I will not cause my face to fall 
upon nou: te. I will not receive you with 
crerted looks. The and before this clause 
should be omitted, as also before the next 
clause, J will not keep &e. 

I will not keep) All God’s promises and 
threats are conditional upon man’s conduct. 

18. acknowledge] Lit. know thy iniquity ; 
know that thy doings are iniquitous. 

scattered thy ways) Wandered in search of 
those idolatries which foreign nations prac- 


tise. 

14, childven...married] The twofold rela- 
tionship gives a double certainty of accept- 
ance. «ss children they were sure of a 
father’s love, as a wife they might hope for 
a revival of past affection from the husband 
of their youth, 


JEREMIAH. IIT. 


Lorp; ?for I am married unto you: and I will take you *ono 
and two of a family, and I will bring you to 


of a city, 


15 and I wiil give you ‘pastors accordin. 
16 shall*feed you with knowledge and understanding, And it shall 
come to pass, when ye be ae se and increased in the land, 
ey shall say no more, 

of the covenant of the Lorp: ‘neither shall it ‘come to mind: 


in those days, saith the Lorp, t 


Zion : 
to mine heart, which 
Ezek. 34. 23. 
k Acts 20.28. 
The ark 

TIsni. 65.17. 


neither shall they remember it; neither shall they visit 7 ; 


17 naither shall 2that be done any more. 


At that timo they shall 


cail Jerusalem the throne of the LorD; and all the nations shall 


be gathered unto it, *to the name of the Lorp, to Jerusalem : 
neither shall they “walk any more after the Simagination of 
18 their evil heart. In those days °the house of Judah shall walk 
4with the house of Israel, and they shall come together out of 
the land of ? the north to ?the land that I have ‘given for an in- 
But I said, How shall I put thee 
among the children, and give thee ‘a ‘pleasant land, a goodly 
heritage of the hosts of nations ? and I said, Thou shalt call me, 


19 heritance unto your fathers. 


1 Hob. come upon the heart. 
2 Or, it be magnified. 
3 Or, stubbornness. 


4 Or, fo. 


possess. 


a 


one of « city, and two of a family] The 
family (in Hebrew) is far larger than a city, 
‘as it embraces all the descendants of a com- 
mon ancestor. Thus the tribe of Judah 
was divided into only four or five families. 
However national the apostasy, it does not 
involve in its guilt the few who are foi’ 
and the promises are still their rightfu 
possession. 

to Zion] To the true Church. The fulfil- 
ment of the promise began with the return 
to Palestine after the Babylonian exile, but 
is complete only in Christianity. 

16. pastors) Kinys, rulers (cp. ii. 8). Not 
military usurpers (Hos. viii, 4), but true 
servants of God, as David (1S. xiii 14). 

16. in those days) This and the phrase 
the latter days,” had become under the 
Messianic teaching of the prophets a regular 
formula for the time of Christ's Somine, 
when all thenation’s hopes would be fulfilled. 

The Ark was the centre of the Mocaic 


economy, containing within it the two tables: 


of the Law, asthe conditionsof the Covenant, 
and having over it, upon the mercy-seat, the 
Shechinah as the visible sign of God’s pre- 
sence. But “in those days” the symbol 
must pace away, because God will then 
dwell in His people by the gift of the Holy 
Ghost (1 Cor. iii. 16), and the terms of the 
Covenant will be written on their hearts 
(xxxi. 33). 

neither shall they visit it] Rather, neither 
shall they miss it; i.e. they will not trouble 
about it, nor regret its loss. 

neither ahall that be doneany more] Rather, 
neither shall it (the Ark) be made an 
moro; it shall not be renewed or repaired, 
because the Tabernacle of God will be one 
‘© made without hands” (Heb. ix. 11), even 
the heart of His believing people. 


5 Or, caused your fathers to 


m Tsai. 60. 0. 
“ch. 11.3. 


@ Amos 9, 15. 
F Ps. 105, 2h. 
Ezek, 20. 6. 
Dan. 8. 9. 
8 Heh, land of desire. 
7 Heb. an heritage of glory, 

or, beanty, 


17, the throne of the Lorn] Jehovah’s 
throne shall not be the Ark, but Jerusalem, 
i.e. sor Christian Church (Rev. xxi. 2; Gal. 
iv, 26). 

to Jerusalem] The LXX. and Syriac are 
probably right in omitting this word. 

imagination...) Stwbbernness (mate). A 
word always used in a bad sense, for ob- 


stinacy. 

18. with] To (marg.). The prophet has 
just described the return of the ten tribes 
(v. 14), &c. Israel is represented as the first 
to repent, and Judah must go to her, in 
order that they may come together back to 
the Hciy Land, divided no longer into 
Jews and Israelites, but merged into one 


people. 

out of the land of the north] The objection 
that the Jews were not carried like the 
Israelites into the northern provinces of 
Assyria (v. 12), but into Babylonia, misin- 
terprets the whole pro hecy, the gist of 
which is that in case of Israel’s repentance, 
Judah must humbly seek her out, and be 
content henceforward to take the inferior 
pa as having been the more guilty (see 
v. 11). 

19. But I (emphatic)] And I. The em- 
phasis lies in the abundant s;oodness of God 
contrasted with Israel’s way wardness. 

How... 4] Rather, How... ! ie. How glori- 
cusly ! With what honour will I place thee 
among the children ! 

goodly...of the hosts...) Rather, a heritage 
of the chief beauty of nations. The general 
sense is, that Israel possesses the most beauti- 
Sul territory of any nation. 

and I said] This clause is not the answer: 
to a difficulty, as in the A. V., but completes 
the description of God’s loving purpose. “I 
said within mysclf that I would trozt thee 
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24 sulvation of Israel. 


¢ Ezra 9, 7. 


JEREMIAH. III. 


20*My father; and shalt not turn away 'from me. Surely asa 
wife treacherously departeth from her *husband, so ‘have ye 
dealt treacherously with me, O house of Israel, saith the Lonp. 


OV. 


A voice was heard upon “the high places, weeping and sup- 
plications of the children of Isracl: for they have perverted 
22 their way, aad they have forgotten the Lorn their God. 9*Re- 

turn, ye backsliding children, aud ¥I will heal your backslidings. 

qj Behold, we come unto thee; for thou art the Lorp our God. 
23 *Truly in vain is salvation hoped for from tho hills, and from 
the multitude of mountains: “truly in the Lorp our God 7s the 
>For shame hath devoured the labour of 
our fathers from our youth; their flocks and their herds, their 
25 sons and their daughters, 
confusion covereth us: ‘for we haye sinned against the Loxp 


We lie down in our shame, and our 


our God, we and our fathers, from our youth even unto this day, 


ch. 22. 21, 


Sool 2. bz 

® Deut. 10.20, 
Tsni. 45. 23. 

* Isak 4s. 1. 
Auch, 8. 3. 


1 Heb. from after me, 


and ¢have not obeyed the voice of the Lorp our God. 
Cuar. 4, IF thou wilt return, O Israel, saith the Lorn, ¢return 
unto ine: and if thou wilt put away thine abominations out of 
2 my sight, then shalt thou not remove. %And thou shalt swear, 
The Lorp liveth, ‘in truth, in judgment, and in righteousness ; 


2 Heb. friend. 


a3 a son, and give thee a glorious in- 
heritance : I also said, that ye would return 
my love, would call me Father, and be untrue 
to me no more.” 

20. Surely as] Rather, Just as. 

21. upon the high places] Upon those bare 
table-lands, which previously had been the 
scene of Israel’s idolatries (7. 2). ‘The pro- 
phet supposes the offer of mercy to Israel if 
repentant to have heen accepted, and de- 
scribes Israel’s agony of grief now that she 
is convinced of her sins. 

weeping and supplications] Lit. the weeping 
of carnest prayers for mercy. 

Sor they hure...] Rather, because the hare 
perverted their away, lit. made it crooked. It 
gives the reason of their cry for mercy. 

22, Jehovah’s answer to their prayer in 
v. 21 is immediately followed by their ac- 
eeptance of the offer of Divine mercy. 

Jor) Rather, because... This profession 
of faith gives the reason why they return to 
Jehovah. The whole description is most 
graphically conceived. The people weeping 
upon the hills: God's gracious voice bidding 
them return : the glad cry of the penitents 
exclaiming that they come: the profession 
of faith won from them by the divine love ; 
—these form altogether a most touching pic- 
ture of a national repentance. 

23, Rather, Surely in rain from the hills 
is the revelry of the mountains. ‘The 
penitents contrast in it the uselessness of 
idol- worship with the salvation which 
Jehovah gives to His people. 

24. rhea And. It is the continuation 
of the thought in 7. 23. Idolatry was there 
described as unprofitable, here as ruinous 
and hurtful. 


sonified], that is, Baa?, The names Bosheti: 
and Baal are constantly interchanged. Cp. 
Judg. vi. 31, 32. 

their flocks and their herds) The temperate 
and sober enjoyments connected with Jeho- 
vah’s sacrifices led to no excess, whereas in 
idol-worship the people, after sitting down 
“‘to eat and drink, rose up to play,” and 
wasted both health and substance in licen- 
tious revelry. 

their sons...) This probably refers to 
human sacrifices, 

25. Weliedown...] Or, We will lie down: 
we are ready to throw ourselves upon the 
gronnd in bitter humiliation. 

covereth] Lit. shall cover us. We wil: 
hide our face from others, 

IV. 1-4. The conclusion of both sides of 
the jrophecy ; to Israel, ev. 1, 2; to Judah, 
ve. 3, 4, 


1, return] The repentance of Israel de- 
scribed in iii. 21-25 was a hope, and not e. 
reality. ‘The return, literally, would he 
their restoration to their land ; spiritually, 
their abandoning their sins. 

Verses 1 and 2 should be translated as 
follows : 


If thou wouldst return, O Israel, saith 
Jehovah, 

Unto Me thou shalt return: 

And if thou wouldst remove thy abomi- 
nations from before Me, 

And not wander to and fro, 

But wouldst swear truly, uprightly. 
and justl 

By tho living Jehovah ; 


Then shall the heathen bless themselees 


shame] Lit. the shame [Bosheth, per- cc. 
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dond the nations shall bless themselves in him, and in him shall 
3 they ‘glory. or thus saith the Lorp to the men of Judah and 
Jerusalem, /Break up your fallow ground, and %sow not among 
4 thorns. 4Circumcise yourselves to the Lorp, and take away 
tho foreskins of your heart, ye men of Judah and inhabitants of 
Jerusalem: lest my fury come forth like fire, and burn that 
none can quench it, because of the evil of your doings. 
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@ Gen. 22. 18, 
Gal. 3. 8 

« Isai. 45. 25. 
1 Cor. 1. 31. 
J Hos. 10. 12, 
9 Matt. 13. 


7, 22. 

ch. 0. 26, 
Rom. 2. 28 
Col. 2. 11. 


6 Declaro ye in Judah, and publish in Jerusalem; and say, 


Blow ye the trumpet in the land: cry, 
iAssemblo yourselves, and let us go into the defenced cities. 


gather together, and say, 
+ ch. 8, 14. 


6 Set up the standard towards Zion: 'retire, stay not: for I will 


7 bring evil from the ‘north, and a 


1 Or, strengthen. 


great destruction. 
is come up from his thicket, and “the destroyer of the Gentiles 
is on his way; he is gone forth from his place "to make thy 
land desolate; «nd thy cities shall be laid waste, without an in- { 

8 habitant. For this °gird you with sackcloth, lament and howl: 
for the fierce anger of the Lorp is not turned back from us. 


Ech. 1.13, 
& 6.1, 2. 
12 Kin. 24.1. 


‘The lion 


ch. 2. 15. 
© Tani, 22, 12, 
ch, 6. 26, 

2 Heh. breaking. 


EE 


in him) In Jehovah. Two great truths 
are taught in this verse; (1) that the 
Gentiles were to be members of the Church 
of the Messiah ; (2) that Israel’s peculiar 
office was to be God’s mediator in this 
great work, ‘Thus Jeremiah is in exact 
accord with the evangelical teaching of 
Isaiah. 

3. to the men] To each man of Judah. 
They are summoned individually to re- 
pentance. 

Break up] Lit. Fallow for you a fallow 
ground, ic. do not sow the seeds of re- 

entance in unfit soil, but just as the hus- 
bandman prepares the ground, by clearing 
it of weeds, and exposing it to the sun and 
air, before entrusting to it the seed, so must 
you regard repentance as a serious matter, 
requiring forethought, and anxious labour. 
‘'o sow in unfallowed ground, was practi- 
cally to sow on land full of thorns. 

4. See Deut. x. 16 note. Nature, such as it 
is in itself, unconsecrated to God, is to be 
removed from our inner selves, that a new 
and spiritual nature may take its place. 

lest my fury...] God is long-suffering, but 
unless this change take place, the time of 
judginent must at length come to all as it 
came to Jerusalem—like jire (cp. 1 Cor. iii. 
13; Phil. ii. 12, 13). 


iv. 5—vi. 30. God's judgment upon the 
Onrepentant. 

A group of prophecies now commences, 
extending to ch. x. 25, but broken at 
the beginning of ch. vii. by a new heading. 
he subject of them all is the same, 
namely, the approaching devastation of 
_ Judea by a hostile army in punishment 
of its persistence in idolatry. The prophecy 
of ch. vii. was probably written in the first 
year of Jehoiakim, while as regards the 
rest they probably extended over a con- 


siderable period of time. This group, which 
we may reasonably believe to have come 
down to us much as it stood in Jehoiakim’s 
roll, gives us a general view of the nature of 
Jeremiah’s efforts during that important 
period, when under Josiah a_ national 
reformation was still possible, and the exile 
might have been averted. The prophecy 
one vii.), spoken in the first year of 

ehoiakim, when the probation of Judah 
was virtually over, was the solemn closing 
of the appeal to the conscience of the 
people, and a protest, while the new king 
was still young upon his throne, against 
that ruinous course upon which he so imme- 
diately entered. 

5. Rather, Make proclamation in Judah, 
and in Jerusalem bid them hear, and say, 
Blow the trumpet throughout the fand ; ory 
aloud and say dc. The prophecy begins 
with a loud alarm of war. ‘The verse well 
sets forth in its numerous commands the 
excitement and confusion of such a time. 

6. the standard] A flay or signal, to which 
the people were to rally. 

retire, stay not] Rather, gather your 
goods together: lingernot; for J(emphatic, 

Jehovah) am bringing at this very 
time &c. 

7. Rather, A lion...a destroyer of nations : 
a metaphor descriptive of the ap yas 
calamity. A lion is just rousing himsel 
from his Jair, but no common one. It isa 
destroyer, not of men, but of nations, 

is on his way] Lit. has broken up his en- 
campment. Jeremiah uses a military term 
strictly referring to the striking of tents in 
preparation for the march. 

without an inhabitant] ‘The final stage of 
destruction, actually reached in the utter 
depopulation of Judwa consequent upon 
Gedaliah’s murder. 

8. is uct turncd...] As long as their sins 
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9 And it shall come to pass at that day, saith the Lorn, that the 
heart of the king shall perish, and the heart of the princes: and 
the priests shall be astonished, and the prophets shall wonder. 


P Ezek. 14.9, 
2Thess.2.11. 


rch, al. L 
Ezek. (7. 10. 
Hos. 13. 15. 


10 (Then said I, Ah, Lord Gop! surely thou hast ereatly deceived 
this people and Jerusalem, ‘saying, Ye shall have peaco; 
11 whereas the sword reacheth unto the soul. 
it be said to this people and to Jerusalem, “A dry wind of the 
high places in the wilderness toward the daughter of my people, 


4] At that time shall 


12 not to fan, nor to cleanse, even 'a full wind from those places 


*ch. 1. 16. 
CIsni. 5. 28, 
* Deut. 23. 
49. 


Hos, & 1. 
Hab. 1.8. 
* Isni. 1. 16. 
Jam, +4. 8. 
¥ch. 8. 16. 


15 shall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee ? 
declarcth ¥from Dan, and publisheth affliction from mount 


shall come unto me: now also *will I *give sentence against 
13 them. Behold, he shall come up as clouds, and ‘his chariots 
shall be as w whirlwind: “his horses are swifter than eagles. 
14 Woe unto us! for we are spoiled. GO Jerusalem, 7 wash thine 
heart from wickedness, that thou mayest bo saved. ow long 


For a yoice 


16 Ephraim, Make ye mention to the nations; behold, publish 


ch, 5, 15. 


«2 Kin. 25. 
1,4. 


are unrepented of, so long must their 
punishment continue. 

10. Ak, Lord Gov!) Alas! my Lord 
Jehovah: an expression of disapproval on 
Jeremiah’s part. Jeremiah had constantly 
to struggle against the misgivings of his 
own melancholy nature, but he never let 
them prevent him from doing his duty. See 
Introd. p. 160. 

Ye shall have peace] These words are 
yenerally eeterpal: th the false prophets ; 
they rather refer to real prophecies of future 
blessedness promised to the Jews. Jeremiah 
could not reconcile the deom he was now 
commanded to pronounce, either with his 
previous prophecy, or with what he read in 
the writings of his predecessors. ‘l'ime only 
could solve the difficulty. Upon the 
struygles of the prophets to understand 
their own predictions see 1 Pet. i. 10, 

unto the soul] The sword has reached the 
life, tc. has inflicted a mortal wound. 

11. At that time] See rv. 7. Though the 
revelation of the certainty of Judah’s ruin 
wrings from Jeremiah a cry of despair, vet 
it is but for a moment; he immediately 
returns to the delivery of Goud’s  mes- 
sage. 

A dry wind] Tit. A clear wind. The 
Samtim is probably meant, a dry parching 
east wind blowing from the Arabian desert, 
hefore which vegetation withers, and human 
life becomes intolerable. 

not to fai &e.} The Syrian husbandmen 
make great use of the wind for senaratiny 
the chaff from the corn: but when the 
Samtim blows laheur becomes impossible.-— 
It is not for use, but for destruction. 

12. Or, as in mary. ; i.e. awind more full, 
more impetuous than those winds which 
serve for fanning and cleansing the corn. 


against Jerusalem, that watchers come “from a far country, and 
17 give out their voice against the cities of Judah. 


1 Or, a fuller wind than thoxe, 


“As keepors of 


2 Heb. ulfer sudqments, 


ane me] Rather, for me: to perform my 
will. 

18. His troops move on in large masses 
like dark threatening clouds (Joel ii. 2). 

Woe unto us! for we are spoiled| Jere- 
mixh’s own cry of grief. 

14. thy rain thoughts] Thy iniquitous 
thoushts. Aven, the word used here, is es- 
pecially applied to the sin of idolatry : thus 

Xethel is generally called Beth-aven by 
Hosea (iv. 15, v. 8 &c.), because instead of 
heing the house of God, El, it was the house 
of an iniquity, Aren, the golden calf, 

15. Dan] The border-town of Palestine 
on the north (Deut. xxxiv. 1), 

mount Ephraim) The northern houndary 
of Judzea itself. The invading army presses 
on so rapidly, that scarcely have the news 
arrived of its appearance at Dan, before 
fresh messengers announce that it has tra- 
versed the whole length of Galilee, and is 
now defiling through the mountains of 
Samaria. 

afiliction] The same word, aren, occurs in 
r. 14, and apparently there ix a play upon 
its double meaning : for from a root siznify- 
ing worthlessness, it is used both for wicked- 
ness and for misery. ‘Thus the iniquity of 
Judah proves also to be her affliction, as 
heing the cause of the ruin inflicted by the 
enemy. 

16, Proclaim ye to the heathen, Beholt ! 
Cry aloud concerning Jerusalem, that 
watchers are on their way from «a fur 
country ; and Will gire out their roice against 
the cities of Judah, The heathen are sum- 
moned to witness the chastisement of Jeru- 
salem, that they may take warning there- 
by. By zatchers are meant besiegers, who: 
will surround the city with a line of sen- 
tinels. 

17, Jeremiah compares the tents of the 
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her round about; because she hath 
18 been rebellious against me, saith the Lorp. Thy way and thy 
doings have procured these things unto thee; this ts thy wicked- 


a field, are they against 
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> Ps. 107.17. 
Isai. 60. 1. 
ch. 2. 17, 


ness, because it is bitter, because it reacheth unto thine heart. 


19 My ‘bowels, my bowels! Iam pained at 'my very heart; my 
heart maketh a noise in me; I cannot hold my peace, because 


¢ Tsai. 15, 5. 
ch, 9. 1, 10. 


thou hast heard, O my soul, the sound of the trumpet, the alarm 


20 of war. Destruction upon destruction is cried; for the whole 
land is spoiled: suddenly are ‘my tents spoiled, and my cur- 
21 tains in 2 moment. How long shall I see tho standard, and 
22 hear the sound of the trumpet? For 
have not known me; they are sottish c 
none understanding: ‘they are wise to do evil, but to do good 
23 they have no knowledge. 9I beheld the earth, and, lo, tt was 
hwithout form, and void; and the heavens, and they iad no 
94 light. +I beheld the mountains, and, lo, they trembled, and all 
hills moved lightly. I beheld, and, lo, tiere was no man, and 
e heavens were fled. 


tw) 
25 the 
96 -all the birds of 


@ Pg, 42. 7. 
Ezek. 7. 26. 
¢ ch. 10. 20. 


ny pape 7s foolish, they 

dren, and they have 

JS Rom.16.18. 
9 Isai. 24. 19, 
& Gen. 1. 2. 

i Isai. 6. 26. 
Ezek. 38. 20. 


I beheld, and, lo, the * Zeph. 1. 3. 


fruitful place was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof were 
broken down at the presence of the LorD, and by his fierce anger. 


27 (For thus hath the Lorp said, The whole land shall be desolate; 
28 'yet will I not make a full end. For this ™shall the earth mourn, 
and "the heavens above be black: because I have spoken %, I _ 


1 Heb. the walls of my heart. 


besiegers on guard round Jerusalem to the 
booths erected by shepherds or husbandmen 
for the protection of their flocks or 
produce. —_ A 
18, thy wickedness] This siege is th 
wickedness, i.c. in its results; or better, this 
is thy wretchedness, this army and thy ap- 
prooching ruin is thy misery. : ; 
because] for. To feel that one’s misery is 
the result of one’s own doings bitter- 
ness to the anguish, and makes it reach, 
penetrate to the heart. : 

19. The verse is best translated as a series 
of ejaculations, in which the people express 
their grief at the ravages committed by the 
enemy : . : 

My bowels | My bowels / I writhe in pain! 

The walls of my heart! Jfy ear? moans 

for me! - 

I cannot keep silence! 

For thou hast heard, O my soul, the 

trumpet’s voice ! 

The alarm of wart y 

20. Destruction &c.] Or, breaking upon 
breaking (v. G). Thenews of one breaking, 
one violent calamity, follows close upon 
another. . 

my curtains] The curtains of the tent, 
put here for the tents themselves. Tents 
were the ordinary habitations of the 
Israelites. 

Q1. the standard] See v. 6. The alarm 
vaused by the invasion is graphically de- 
scribed. The people are dispersed over the 
land following their usual pursuits, when 
tidings come of the enemy’sapproach. The 


only chance of escape is a hasty flight. 
Flags stream from the hills to mark the 
safest route, while the blasts of the trumpet 
quicken the steps of the wavering. 

28-26. In four verses each beginning 
with I beheld, the prophet sees in vision the 
desolate condition of Judea during the 
ci ha ro Captivity. 

23, without form, and void] Desolate and 
void (see Gen. i. 2 note). The land has 
returned to a state of chaos (marg. ref. note). 

and the heavens} And upward to the 
heavens. The imagery is that of the last 
day of judgment. ‘To Jeremiah’s vision 
was as though the day of the Lord had 
come, and earth returned to the state in 
which it was before the first creative word 
(see 2 Pet. iii. 10). 

24. moved tightty) Reeled to and fro, from 
the violence of the seo eT 

26. the fruitful place] The Carmel (ii. 7), 
where the population had been most dense, 
and the labours of the husbandman most 
richly rewarded, has become the wilderness. 

at the presence] i.e. because of, at the com- 
mand of Jehovah, and because of His 


anger 
7. desolate] a waste. 

One of the most striking points of pro- 

hecy is, that however severe may be the 
judgment pronounced against Judah, there 
is always the reservation, that the ruin shall 
not be complete (iii. 14). 

28. For...] Because of this doom upon 
Judah, 
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° Num. 23. 


P 
19, Y 
ch. 7. 10. 29 from it. The whole city 
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have purposed ¢#¢, and °will not repent, neither will I turn back 


shall flee for the noise of the horsemen 


and bowmen ; they shall go into thickets, and climb up upon the 


rocks: every city shall be forsaken, and not a man dwell therein. 
30 And when thou art spoiled, what wilt thou do? Though thou 
clothest thyself with crimson, though thou deckest thee with or- 


» Ezek.23.40. 
@ ch, 22, 20, 
Lum. 1. 2. 


naments of gold, *though thou rentest thy 
in vain shalt thou make thyself fair; ¢¢hy lovers will despise 
31 thee, they will seck thy life. 


‘face with painting, 


For I have heard a voice as of a 


woman in travail, and tho anguish as of her that bringeth forth 
her first child, the voice of the daughter of Zion, that bewaileth 


r Tsai. 1. 15, 
Lin. 1. 17. 


herself, that *spreadcth her hands, saying, Woo is me now! for 
my soul is wearied because of murderers. 


Cuar. 5, RUN yo to and fro through the strects of Jerusalem, and 


9 Ezekx.22.30. 


2 sccketh the truth; ‘and 


Tit. 1, 16. 
ech. & 2. 
fch. 7.0. 

y 2Chy. 16.9, 
4 Tsni. 1. 6. 


they have not grieved; 


' Mie. 3.1. 
m Pg, 2. 3. 


see now, and know, and seek in the broad places thereof, if yo 
can find a man, “if there be any that executcth judgment, that 


I will pardon it. And “though they 


3 say, ‘The Lorp liveth; surely they “swear falsely. O Lorn, are 
not *thine eyes upon the truth? thou hast stricken them, but 


thou hast consumed thein, but ‘they 


have refused to receive correction: they have made their faces 
4 harder than a rock; they have refused to return. Therefore I 
said, Surely these are poor; they are foolish: for *they know 
5 not the way of the Lorp, nor the judgment of their God. I will 
get me unto the great men, and will speak unto them; for 
they have known the way of the Lorp, and tho judgment of 
their God: but these have altogether “broken the yoke, and 


1 Heb. eyes. 
Se 


I have purposed it] The LXX. arrange- 
ment restores the parallelism ; 


For I have spoken, and will not repent, 
I he purposed, end will not turn bac 
rom it. 


29. The whole city &c.] Rather, Every 
city is fleeing. All the inhabitants of the 
towns flee to Jerusalem for protection, or 
seek refuge in the woods and rocks. 

the horsemen and bowmen] The cavalry 
{iv. 13) and bewmen formed the chief 
strength of the Assyrian armies. 

they shall go) They have gone. 

30. Translate, And thou, 0 plundered 
one, what effectest thou, that thou clothest 
thyself with scarlet, that thou deckest thyself 
with ornaments of gold, that thou enlargest 
thine eyes with antimony (2 K. ix. 30 
note)? Jnvain dost thou beautify thyself; 
thy lovers despise thee, they seek thy life. 
Jerusalem is represented as a woman who 
puts on her best attire to gain favour in the 
eyes of her lovers, but in vain. 


31, For a cry have I heard as of one 

writhing in pain: : 

Anguish as of one that bringeth 
forth her first-born: 

The cry of the daughter of Zion. 

She gasps for breath: she stretches 
out her palms: 

Woe is me! for my soul faints before 
the murderers. 


V. 1-9. The capture and the destruction 
of Jerusalem was owing to its utter immo- 
rality. Josiah’s reforms were frustrated hy 


i the immorality prevalent among all classes. 


The prophet sees evil triumphing, but we 
must not take his words so literally as to 
conclude that there were no good men then 
in Jerusalem (cp. iv. 27, xxiv. 5). 

1. the broad places) The open spaces 
next the gates, and other places of con- 
course. 

aman] Or, any one. 

that executeth) That practiseth. 

truth] uprightness, probity (so in x. 3). 

2. Though they take the most binding 
form of oath, they do so only as a means of 
deceiving others. 

3. upon the truth] God looks to the fuith, 
the upright purpose of the heart, and with- 
out it the nominal fealty of an oath is an 
abomination. 

4. Therefore] More simply and. 

theu are foolish] Or, they act foolishly 
(see Num. xii. 11), not having that know- 
ledge which would enable them to guide 
their ways with discretion. 

5. they have known...) Men of education, 
who read the Scriptures, and learn from 
them the nature of God's judgments. 

but these} Lit. surely they (cp. v. 4). 

the yoke] The Mosaic law. 

and burst...) They have torn off, torn 
themselves loose from. 
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Wherefore "a lion out of the forest shall slay 
them, °and 2 wolf of the ‘evenings shall spoil them, ?a leopard 
shall watch over their cities: every one that goeth out thence 


6 burst the bonds. 
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X ch. 4. 7, 


° Ps. 104. 20, 
P Hos. 13. 7, 


shall be torn in pieces: because their transgressions are many, 
{ and their backslidings ?are increased. Tow shall I pardon 


thee for this? thy children have forsaken mo, and ¢sworn by 
them Tthat are no gods: *when I had fed them to the full, they 
then committed adultery, and assembled themselves by troops 
§ in the harlots’ houses. ‘They were as fed horses in the morning: 
Y every one “neighed after his neighbour's wife. *Shall I not 
visit for these things? saith the Lorp: “and shall not my soul 
10 be avenged on such a nation as this? *Go ye up upon her 
walls, and destroy; “but make not a full end: take away her 
11 battlements; for they are not the Lorp’s. Tor *the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah have dealt very treacherously 
12 against me, saith the Lorp. ‘They have belied the Lorn, and 
said, “Zé is not he; neither shall evil come upon us; ¢neither 16 
13 shall we see sword nor famine: and the prophets shall become 
wind, and the word 7s not in them: thus shall it be done unto 
Wherefore thus saith the Lorp Goi of hosts, Because 
ye speak this word, “behold, I will make my words in thy 


14 them. 


@ Josh. 23, 7. 
Zeph, 1, 6, 

* Dent.32.21. 
* Deut. 32.15, 
¢ Ezek. 22.11, 
" ch, 19, 27, 
@ ch, 
wch. 
*ch. ¢ 


@ ch. 4. 
ver. IN, 
& ch. 3. 20. 
¢2 Chr, 36. 


ch. 4. 10, 
d Tsai. 23. 15, 
ech. Lf. 13, 


fch. 1.9. 


15 mouth fire, and this people wood, and it shall devour them. Lo, 


I will bring a Ynation upon you *from far, O house of Israel, 
saith the Lorn: it 7s a mighty nation, it ts an ancient nation, a + 
nation whose language thou knowest not, neither understandeth 
16 what they say. Their quiver is as an open sepulchre, they «re 
17 all mighty men. And they shall cat up thine tharvest, and thy 
bread, which thy sons and thy daughters should eat: they shall 
eat up thy flocks and thine herds: 


! Or, deserts. 


the Londs] The fastenings by which the 
yoke was fixed upon the necks of the oxen. 

6. crenings}| See marg. From its habit 
of skulking about in the twilight the wolf is 
often cailed the erening wolf (Hab. i. 8; 
Zeph. iii. 3), but the word used here means 
a sandy desert. 

leopard] panther. 

%. Rather, Why, for what reason should 
IT pardon thee? 

when &e.) Or, though I bound them to ne by 
oath, yet they committed adultery. 

the harlots’ houscs] The harlot’s house, 7.c. 
the temple of an idol ; the prophet had also 
in view (see x. 8) the unchastity which ac- 
companied most forms of nature-worship. 

8. in the morning] Render, they rove 
about. Some prefer, ‘‘ (horses) from 
2fLesech.” 

10. ker walls] It is possible that not the 
city walls, but those of a vineyard are 
meant. Judwa is God’s vineyard (Isai. v. 
1-7), and God permits the enemy to enter 
the vineyard to destroy her. 

battlements] tendrils. The tendrils and 
branches of Judah’s vine are given up to 
ruin, but not the stock. See Isai. vi. 13 note. 

12. It is not he) i.e. Who speaks by the 
prophets, 


# Dent, 28. 
9 


Isai, 5. 26. 
ch. 1, 15, 

h Isai. 39. 3. 
ch. -b 16. 

‘ Lev. 26, 16, 
Deut, 23, 
they shall eat up thy vines 41.3. 


2 Heb. ure strong. 


18. word] Rather, speaker. Lit. And he who 
apecketh is not in them, t.e. there is no one 
who speaketh in them; what the prophets 
say has no higher authority than them- 
selves. 

thus...) ie. May the evil which the pro- 
phets threaten fall upon their head. 

. Israel is not put here for the ten 
tribes, but for the whole house of Jacub, 
of which Judah was now the representa- 
tive. 

mighty) permanent, enduring. The ward 
ix the usual epithet of the rocks (Num. xxiv. 
21), and of ever-flowing streams (Deut. xxi. 
4. Heb.). It describes therefore « nation, 
whose empire is firm as a rock, and ever 
rolling onwards like a mighty river. The 
epithet ancient refers simply to time. 

ahose linguaye thou knowest not] This 
would render them more pitiless, as they 
would not understand their cries for merey. 

16. Their quiccr] See iv. 2Y, note. 


. Or,— 


It shall eet thine harvest and thy breed : 
They shall eat thy sons and thu daughters; 
It shall eat thy sheep and thy cattle; 
It shall eat thy vines and thy fiy-trees. 
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and thy fig trees : they shall impoverish thy fenced cities, where- 
18 in thou trustedst, with the sword. Nevertheless in those days, 


& ch. 4 27, 
! Deut, 29. 
24 &e. 

1 Kin. 9. 8, 
ch. 13. 22. 
ch, 2. 13. 
i) 38, 
r ekae 8-90 your's. 
© Tsai. 0, 9. 
Hzek, 12. 2. 
Matt. 13. 14. 
» Rey. 15. 4+. 


19 saith the Lorp, I ‘will not make a full end with you. {And it 
shall come to pass, when ye shall say, ‘Wherefore docth the 
Lorn our God all these things unto us? then shalt thou answer 
them, Like as ye have ™forsaken me, and served strange gods 
in your land, so “shall ye serve strangers in a land that is not 

{ Declars this in the houso of Jacob, and publish it in 

21 Judah, saying, Hear now this, O °foolish people, and without 
‘understanding; which have eyes, and sco not; which have cars, 

22 and hear not: ?fear ye not mo? saith tho Lorp: will ye not 


tremblo at my presence, which have placed the sand for the 


@ Jol 26, 10. 
Ps. 104. 9. 


4 bound of the sea by a perpetual decree, that it cannot pass it: 
and though the waves thereof toss themselves, yet can they not 


prevail; though they roar, yet can they not pass over it’ 
23 | But this people hath a revolting and 2 rebellious heart; they 


24 aro revolted and gone. 


© Ps, 147. 8. 
Acts 18. 17. 
* Deut. 11, 
1 


4. 
Joel 2. 23. 
Gen. 8. 22, 
t ch. 3.3. 
* Prov. }. 
11, 17, 1s. 


26 from you. 


27 men. 


Neither say they in their heart, Let us 
now fear the LorD our God, "that giveth rain, both the *former 
and the latter, in his season: ‘he reserveth unto us the ap- 

25 pointed weeks of the harvest. 
away these things, and your sins hayo withholden good things 

For among my people are found wicked men: *they 

“lay wait, as he that setteth snares; they sct a trap, they catch 

As a 3cage is full of birds, so are their houses full of 


“Your iniquities have turned 


28 deceit: therefore they are become great, and waxen rich. They 


1 Hel). heart, Hos. 7. 11. 


they shall impoverish...] Or, It shall bat- 
ter thy jortitied cities, wherein thou trustest, 
with weapons of war. ‘lhere is probably 
reference here to an instrument like a hat- 
tering-ram, with which the Assyrians beat 
down the walls of their enemies. 

19. ‘lhe reason why God so chastises His 
people. As they in a land specially conse- 
erated to Jehovah had served stranye (i.e. 
foreign) gods, sv shall they in a land be- 
longiny to others be the slaves of strangers. 

20-31. Against the God (1) of Creation 
(v. 22), and (2) of Providence (r. 24), they 
sin, not merely by apostasy, but by a gene- 
ral immorality extending to all classes (rr. 
25-28). Itis in this immorality that their 
idolatry has its root. 

22. The sea is the symbol of restless and 
indomitable energy, chafing azainst all re- 
sistance, and dashing to pieces the works 
whereby tnan endeavours to restrain its 
fury. Yet God has imposed upon it laws 
which it must obey, and keeps it in its ap- 
winted place, not by barriers of iron but 

y 2 belt of sand. Modern science has 
shewn that the resisting power of sand is 
enormous, A wave wih would shatter 
rocks falls powerless upon sand. 

can they not prevail) The opposite of thou 
couldest (iii. 5). The sea, the mightiest of 
Godl’s works, cannot prevail, cannot break 
God's laws, because He has not endowed it 
with free-will. Man, physically impotent, 
can prevail, because, being made in God’s 
image, he is free. 


2 Or they pry as fowlers lie in wait. 


3 Or, coop. 


23. The heart, or will of the Jews was 
first revolting, lit. a will that drew beck from 
God, because it disliked His service; and 
secondly it was rebellious, a will that actively 
resisted Him. Cp. Deut. xxi. 18, 20. 

24, As God's Providence addresses itself 
chiefly to the thoughtful, Jeremiah says in. 
their heart. By the intelligent study of 
God's dealings men perceive that they are 
not merely acts of power but also of love. 

the appointed weeks] Lit. He guardeth, 
maintaineth, for us the weeks which are 
the statutes or settled laws of the harvest. 
These were the seven weeks from the Pass- 
over to Pentecost, and were as important 
for the inyathering of the crops as the rainy 
seasons for their nourishment. 

25. It was not that the rains did not fall, 
or that the harvest weeks were less bright; 
the good was there, but the wickedness of 
the coumunity blocked up the channels, 
through which it should have reached the 
people. The lawlessness and injustice of 
the times kept the mass of the people in 
poverty. 

26. Rather, he spieth ahout like the. 
crouching down of fowlers; they have set 
the fatal snare; they catch men. 

trap) Lit. The destroyer ; it was probably 
agin, which strangled the birds caught in it. 

27. deccit] The wealth gained by deceit 
and fraud, 

28. Fatness is admired in the East as a 
sign of wealth. 
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are waxen "fat, they shine: yea, they overpass the deeds of the 
wicked: they judge not ‘the cause, the cause of the fatherless, 
“yet they prosper; and the right of the needy do they not judge. 
29 Shall I not visit for these things? saith the Lorp: shall not 
30 my soul be avenged on such a nation as this? J}A wonderful and 
thorrible thing 1s committed in the land; the prophets prophesy 
31 “falsely, and the pricsts*bear rule by their means; and my pco- 
plo ‘lovo to have it so: and what will ye do in the end thereof ? 


Cuar. 6, O YE children of Benjamin, gather yourselves to flee out 
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4 Deut. 32. 


a. 
# Isni. 1, 23. 
Zech, 7. 10, 
« Job 12. 6 
Ps. 73, 12. 
» ver. 0. 
Mal. 3. 5. 
© ch. 23. 14. 
Hos, 6, 10, 
ch. 14. 14. 
Ezek. 13. 6. 
© Mic. 2. 11. 


of the midst of Jerusalem, and blow the trumpet in Tekoa, and 


set up a sign of fire in “Beth-haccerem: 'for evil appeareth 
2 out of the north, and great destruction. 
3 daughter of Zion to a *comely and delicate woman. 
herds with their flocks shall come unto her; ‘they shall pitch 
their tents against her round about; they shall feed every one in 
4 his place. ¢Pyonare yo war against her; arise, and let us go up 
‘at noon. Woc unto us! for the day goeth away, for the shadows 
5 of the evening are stretched out. Arise, and let us go by night, 


a Neh, 3, 14, 
© ch. 1. 1d 


I have likened the ee. 


The shep- 
¢2 Kin, 25, 
ld 


¢ ch. 1. 27, 
Jel 3. 9. 
«ch, 18, 8. 


6 and let us destroy her palaces. For thus hath the Lorn of hosts 


1 Or, sAstonishnent and 
Silthineas. 


2 Or, take into their bands. 
3 Or, dwelling at hoine. 


they shine} This word is used of the 
sleekness of the skin, suft and smvoth as 
ivory. 

they overpass the decds of the wicked] Lit. 
They have overpassed words of wicked ness, 
a.e, they go to excess in wickedness. 

yet they prosper] Or, that they (the or- 
phans) may prosper, enjoy their rights, 

30. Rather, A terrible ene horrible thing 
has happened in the land, 

81. bear rule by their means) Rather, The 
priests rule at their hands, 7.c. govern ac- 
‘cording to their false prophecies, guidance, 
and directions. 

ay people love to have it so] False teach- 
ing lightens the yoke of God’s Law, and re- 
moves His fear from the conscience: and 
with this, man is ready to be content. 

VI. Jeremiah proceeds to unveil the 
judgment impending upon Jerusalem, and 
his description of it is divided into five parts, 
each beginning with the words ‘ Thus saith 
Jehovah.” 

1. Jeremiah addresses the men of Ben- 
jamin, either as being his own tribesmen, 
or as aname appropriate to the people of 
Jerusalem, which also was situate in the 
trib2 of Benjamin. 

gather yourselves to fee) Gather your goods 
together to remove them to a place of 
safety. 

blow the trumpet in Tekou] The name of 
Tekoa is almost identical with the verb to 
tlow : but it was not chosen merely for the 
alliteration, but because it was the last 
town in Judea (about eleven miles south 
of Jerusalem), upon the very border of the 
desert, where the fugitives would halt. 

a sign) Rather, a signal. 

Beth-haccerem] Or, the ‘‘ Vineyard-House,” 


which was situated half-way between Jeru- 
salem and ‘Tekoa. 

appeareth] is bending over ;—is bending 
forward in eagerness to seize its prey. 

2. The whole verse is difficult, but should 
probably be translated ;—to « pusturaye, yeu 
@ luxuriant pasturage, have I likened lor, 
have reduced to silence, i.e. destroyed) the 
daughter of Zion. 


3. To it shall come shepherds with their 


locks : 

They have pitched upon it their tents 
round about : 

They have pastured each his hand, i.c. 
side, 


The pasture is so abundant that each feeds 
his flock, ie. plunders Jerusalem, at the side 
of his own tent. 

4. Prepare ue war] Rather, Sanctify ye 
war against her. wr in ancient times 
was never undertaken without religions 
solemnities (see Deut. xx. 2 note). Tor 
some of these cp. Ezek. xxi. 21-23. 

at noon] The midday heat is so great-in 
the East as to be usually passed under 
shelter (2Sam. iv. 5; Sony of Sol. i. 7). The 
morning-march of an army was made fast- 
ing, and was usually over by eight or nine. 
But so great is the impatience of the Chal- 
deans for the assault that they cry, we zill 
meke the assault at noon / 

Woe unto us/] Or, 


Alas for us! for the duy has turned i 
For the evening shadows are length- 


ae ! : 
5. Up! and we will make the assault by 
night ! 
And destroy her palaces. 


164 


JEREMIAH. VI. 


said, Hew ye down trees, 


and 'cast a mount against Jerusalem: 


this is the city to be visited; she is wholly oppression in the 


S Tsai, 57, 20, 
9 Pa. 55, 9. 
ch. 20, 3, 
Ezek, 7. 

11, 23. 

* Ezek.23.18. 
Hos. 0. 12. 


7 midst of her. ‘As a fountain casteth out her waters, so she 
casteth out hor wickedness: %violence and spoil is heard in her; 
8 before me continually is grief and wounds. 
O Jerusalem, lest *my soul *depart from thee; lest I make thee 
9 desolate, a land not inhabited. Thus saith the Lonn of hosts, 
They shall throughly glean the remnant of Israel as a vine: 


Be thou instructed, 


turn back thine hand as a grape-gatherer into the baskets. 


10 4 ‘Lo whom shall I speak, 
behold, their ‘ear és uncircumcised, and they cannot hearken: 
behold, *the word of the Lorp is unto them a reproach; they 

11 have no delight in it. Therefore I am full of the fury of the 
Lorp; ‘Iam weary with holding in: I will pour it out “upon 
the children abroad, and upon the assembly of young men to- 


‘ch. 7. 26. 
Acts 7, di. 
See Ex. 6. 
12. 

Reh, 20,8, 
Poh. 20. 
moh, 0, 21. 


and give warning, that they may hear? 


gether: for even the husband with the wite shall bo taken, the 


" Deut, 2s. 
30, 
ch. 8. 10. 


12 aged with him that is full of days. 
turned unto others, with their fields and wives together: for I 


And *their houses shall be 


will stretch out my hand upon the inhabitants of the land, saith 
13 the Lorp. For from the least of them even unto the greatest 


© Isni. 56. 11. 
ch. 14. 18, 
Mic. 3. 6. 

Y ch. 8. 11. 
Ezek. 13, 10. 


1 Or, pour ont the engine of 
shot, 


2 Heb. be loosed, or, dis- 
jointed. 


of them every one is given to °covetousness; and from the pro- 
14 phet even unto the priest overy one dealeth falsely. They have 
Phealed also the *hurt of the daughter of my people slightly, 


3 Heb. bruise, or, breach. 


The generals delay the assault till the next 
morning. ‘I'he soldiers consider themselves 
aggrieved at this, and clamour for a night 
attack. 

6. Her ye down trees] Rather, her trees:— 
for the simple purpose of clearing the ap- 
proaches. 

cast a mount) Lit. pour: the earth was 
emptied out of the baskets, in which it was 
carried to the required spot upon the backs 
of labourers. 

wholly} Or, 

She is the city that is visited: 
Wholly oppression 18 in the midst of her! 

She is cisited, i.e. punished; she is ripe 
for punishment. 

7. Asc fountain casteth out] Better, As a 
cistern conleth. 

befure me...) Before My face continually 
there is disease and wounding :—Disease as 
the result of poverty and want: wounding, 
or, the commission of deeds of actual vio- 
lence. 

8. Be thou instructed] Be thou chastised: 
learn the lesson which chastisement is in- 
tended to teach thee. 

lest my soul] Lest I Myself—not depart 
from thee, God does not willingly leave His 
people, but—be torn from thee. 

9. Theu &c.] Each word indicates the com- 
pleteness of Judah’s ruin. 

turn back thine hand] Addressed perhaps 
to Nebuchadnezzar as God’s servant (xxv. 
9). He is required to go over the vine once 
again, that no grapes may escape. 


into the baskets} Better, upon the tendrils. 
While the Jews carried captive to Babylon 
escaped, misery gleaned the rest again and 
again, 

10. give warning] Rather testify. 

reproach] They make the Word of God 
the object of their ridicule. 

11. Or, But I am filled with the fury of Je- 
hovah : Tam weary with holding itin. Pour 
it out upon the children in the street, and 
upon the conpeny of youths toycther; for 
both man and wife shall be taken; the elder 
and he whose days are full. With eim- 
phatic abruptness Jeremiah bids himself 
give full utterance to God’s message. And 
the message is to reach all. Five stages 
of human life are successively marked 
out. 

12. turned] Violently transferred. Houses, 
fields, wives, all they most valued, and most 
jealously kept to themselves—are gone. 

18. giren to corctousness] Lit. every one 
has goinee gains. The temper of mind 
which gains the world is not that which 
gains heaven. 

falsely] Rather, fraudulently. 

14. healed] Rather, tried to heal. 

of the daughter] These words are omitted 
by a majority of MSS., but found in most 
of the Versions. 

slightly] Lit. according to, 7.c. as if it were, 
a trifle: making nothing of it. This ery of 
peace was doubtless based upon Josiah’s 
reforms. 
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15 saying, Peace, 


eace; when there is no peace. 
‘ashamed when they had committed abomination? nay, they 


Were they ch. 4.10. 
& 23. 17. 
* ch, 3. 3. 


were not at all ashamed, neither could they blush: therefore 
they shall fall among them that fall: at the time that I visit 
16 them they shall be cast down, saith the Lorp. (Thus saith 


the Lorn, Stand yo in the ways, and sce, and ask for tho *old 
paths, where 7s the good way, and walk therein, and yo shall 
But they said, We will not walk 
| set “watchmen over you, saying, Hearken to 
But they said, We will not hearken. 
18 Therefore hear, ve nations, and know, O congregation, what is 
19 among them. *Hear, O earth: behold, I will bring evil upon 

this peor: even “the fruit of their thoughts, because they have 


find ‘rest for vour souls. 
17 therein. Also 
the sound of the trumpet. 


* Tsai. 8. 20, 
ch. 18. 15. 
Luke 16. 29. 
¢ Matt.11. 29, 
¥ Isai. 21.11. 
ch, 25. 4. 
Hab. 2.1. 


* Teni, 1, 2. 
v Prov. 1.31. 


not hearkened unto my words, nor to my law, but rejected it. 


202To what purpose cometh there to me incense “from Sheba, 
and tho sweet cane froin a far country ? your burnt offerings 
21 «re not acceptable, nor your sacrifices sweet unto me. There- 
fore thus saith the Loxp, Behold, 


#Ts, 40. 6 
Amos 5. 21. 
Mic, 6. 6. 
Isai. 60. 6. 
6 ch, 7. 21. 


I will lay stumblingblocks 


before this people, and the fathers and the sons together shall 
fall upon them; the neighbour and his friend shall perish. 


22 {Thus saith the Lorn, Behold, a people cometh from the ‘north 


¢ch. 1.15 


country, and a great nation shall be raised from the sides of the &* 
23 earth. They shall lay hold on bow and spear; they are cruel, 


15. They are brought to shame because 
they have committed abomination : 
Shame nevertheless they feel not; 
To blush nevertheless they know 


not; 

Aes ee they shall fall among the 

alling ; 

At the time when I visit them, they 
shall stumble, saith Jehovah. 


The fact is expressed that their conduct was 
a disgrace to them, though they did not feel 
it as such. ‘ Abomination” has its usual 
meaning of idolatry (iv. 1). 

16, ‘he sense is:—God’s prophet has de- 
clared that a zreat national calamity is at 
hand. ‘‘ Make inqniries; stand in the ways; 
ask the passers by. Your country was 
once prosperous and blessed. Try to learn 
what were the paths trodden in those days 
which led your ancestors to happiness. 
Choose them, and walk earnestly therein, 
and tind thereby rest for your seuls.” The 
Christian Fathers often contrast Christ the 
one goodicay with the old tracks, many in 
number and narrow to walk in, which are 
the Law and the Prophets. 

17. watchmen] ‘The prophets (Isai. lii. 8). 

the sound of the trumpet) This was the 
signal for flight (vi. 1; Amos iii. 6). Simi- 
larly the prophet’s warning was to move 
men to escape from God’s judgments. 

18. God summons three witnesses tn hear 
His sentence. (1) ‘The Gentiles. (2) All 
mankind, Jews and Gentiles. (3) Nature 
(see 2. 19), 

what is among them] Rather, what happens 
in them; i.c. ‘‘ Know what great things I 
will do to them.” 


19. The Fathers understood this to be 
the decree rejecting the Jews from being 
the Church. 

20. the sweet cane] The same as thescented 
cane of Ex. xxx. 23 (see note). 

your burnt offerings] ‘The rejection of 
ritual observances is proclaimed by the two 
prophets Isaiah and Nerenaiah. who chiefly 
assisted the two pious kings Hezekiah and 
Josiah in restoring the 'emple-service. God 
rejects not the ceremonial service, but the 
substitution of it for personal holiness and 
morality. Cp. 1 Sam, xv. 22; Isai. i. 11; 
Micah vi. 6-8. 


21. Behold, I give unto this people causes 
of stumbling, : 
And they shall stumble against 
them: 
Fathers and sons together, the neigh- 
bour and his friend shall perish. 


This is the natural consequence of their 
conduct. Their service of Jehovah was a 
systematic hypocrisy : how then could they 
walk uprightly with their fellow-men? 
When God lays stumblingblocks in men’s 
way, itis by the general action of His moral 
law (James i. 13, 14), by which wilful sin 
in one point reacts upon the whole moral 
nature (do, ii, 10), 

22. raised] Or, awakened, to undertake 
distant expeditions. 

the sides of the carth] Or ends, the most 
distant regions (see xxv. 32). 

23. spear] Properly, a javelin for hurling 
at the enemy (see 1 Sam. xvii. 6 note): an 
ordinary weapon of the Babylonians. 

cruel] ruthless, inhuman. In the Assyrian 
monuments warriors put the vanquished to 
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and have no mercy; their voice “roareth like the sea; and they 


4 Isai. &. 30. 
ride upon horses, set in array as men for war against thee, 
240 daughter of Zion. Wo havo heard the fame thereof: our 
¢ch. 4, 31, hands wax feeble: ‘anguish hath taken hold of us, and pain, as 
25 of a woman in travail. Go not forth into the field, nor walk by 
the way; for the sword of the enemy and fear is on every side. 
Sch. 4.8 26 O daughter of my people, / gird thee with sackcloth, and wallow 
see thyself in ashes: *make thee mourning, «as for an only son, most 
i Zech, 12 bitter lamentation : for the spoiler shall suddenly come upon us. 
10, 27 QI have set thee for a tower and ‘a fortress among my people, 
pire 28 that thou mayest know and try thoir way. *They are all griev- 
Ech. 5, 23 ous revolters, ‘walking with slanders: they are *brass and iron; 
ch. 9. 4. 29 they are all corrupters. 


The bellows are burned, the lead is 


38, ; consumed of the fire; the foundor melteth in yain: for the 


30 wicked are not plucked away. 


*!Reprobate silver shall men 


cull them, because the Lorp hath rejected them. 


Cuar. 7, THE word that came to Jeremiah from the Lorp, saying, 


2 Or, Refuse silcer. 
a 


death ; rows of impaled victims hang round 
the walls of the besieged towns; and men 
collect in heaps hands cut from the van- 
quished. 

horscs, set in array] A full stop should be 
put after horses. It—the whole army, and 
not the cavalry only—is set in array. 

as men for war against thee} Rather, a8 a 
warrior for battle ayainst thee. 

24, ‘The effect. upon the Jewish people of 
the news of Nebachadnercat's approach, 

wax feebic] Are relaxed. It is the oppo- 
site of what is said in v. 23 of the enemy, 
a lay hold &c. ‘Terror makes the hands 
of the Jews hold their weapons with nerve- 
less grasp. 

25. for the sword of the enemy] Lit. for to 
the enemy « sword; i.e. for the enemy is 
armed, he has a commission from God to 
execute judgment. See xii. 12; Isai. x. 5, 
and Ps. xvii. 18 note. 

fear is on every side] Ma&gdr-Missabih, 
Jeremiah’s watchword (ep. xx. 3, 10). ‘The 
and before it should be omitted. 

26. wallow thysclf in. ashes] Violent dis- 
tress is wont to find relief in eccentric 
actions, and thus the wallowing in ashes 
shews that Jerusalem’s grief is unbearable, 

the spoiler] Nebuchadnezzar. 

27-30. Render ; 


27, I have set thee among My people as 
a prover of ore, 
And thou zhalt know and try their 


way. 
28, They aro all of them rebels of rebels 
(z.e. utter rebels) : 
Slander-walkers, mere copper and iron, 
Corrupters all of them. 
29. The bellows glow: from their fire lead 
only ! 
In vain hath the smelter smelted, 
And the wicked are not separated. 


80. Refuse-silver have men called them ; 
For Jehovah hath refused them. 


The intermixture throughont of moral 
wordsand metallurgical terms is remarkable. 

29. The bellows are burned) Worn out by 
continual blowing. ‘Ihe prophet has ex- 
hausted all his efforts. is heart, con- 
sumed by the heat of divine inspiration, can 
labour nomore. Others translate The bellows 
snort, i.e. blow furiously. More probably 
ri bellows ylow with the strong heat of the 

re 


plucked away) Separated. The smelter’s 
object is to separate the metal from the 
dross, 

30, Reprobate] See marg. ; not really sil- 
ver, but the dross. 

the LonD hath rejected them) This then is 
theend. ‘The smelter is God’s prophet: the 
bellows the breath of inspiration: the flux 
his earnestness in preaching. But in vain 
does the fervour of prophecy essay to melt 
the hearts of the people. ‘They are so utterly 
corrupt, that no particle even of pure metal 
can be found in them. All the refiner’s art 
is in vain. ‘They have rejected all God’s 
gifts and motives for their repentance, and 
therefore Jehovah has rejected them as an 
alloy too utterly adulterate to repay the 
refiner’s toil. 

VITI.—X, In these four chapters Jeremiah 
addresses the peuple as they flocked into 
Jerusalem from the country, to attend the 
solemn services in the Temple upon a fast- 
day. Jehoiakim (ch. xxvi.) had just as- 
cended the throne, and was so incensed at 
this sermon that he would have put Jere- 
miah to death but for the influence of Ahi- 
kam. With the accession of Jehviakim 
all hope of averting the ruin of the country 
had passed away. He represented the re- 
verse of his father’s policy, and Lelonged to 
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2¢Stand in the gate of the Lorp’s house, and proclaim there ¢ch. 26. 2. 
this word, and say, Yj Hear the word of the Lorp, all ye of 


3 Judah, that enter in at these gates to worship 
saith the Lonp of hosts, the God of Israel, 
and your doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place. 

4 ¢Trust ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the Lorn, 
The temple of the Lon», The temple of the 

5 For if ye throughly umend your ways and your doings; if ye 
throughly “execute judgment between a man and his neigh- 

6 bour; 7f ye oppress not the stranger, the futherless, and the 
widow, and shed not innocent blood in this place, ‘neither walk 

7 after other gods to your hurt: ‘then will 
in this place, in ’the land that I gave to your iathers, for ever 

qi Behold, “ye trust in ‘lying words, that cannot 

9 profit. *Will yo steal, murder, and commit adultery, and swear 
falsely, and burn incense unto Baal, and ‘walk after other gods 

10 whom ye know not; “and come and stand before me in this 

house, '" which is called by my name, and say, We are delivered 39. 

11 to do all these abominations? Is °this house, which is called 

by my naine, become a ’den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, 


8 and ever. 


1 Heb. whereupon my name iz called. 


that faction, who placed their sole hope of 
deliverance in a close alliance with Pharaoh- 
‘Necho. As this party rejected the <is- 
tinctive principles of the theocracy, and the 
king was personally an irreligious man, the 
maintenance of the worship of Jehovah was 
no longer an object of the public care. At 
this time upon a public fast-day, appointed 
probably becuuse of the calamities under 
which the nation was labouring, Jeremiah 
was commanded by Jehovah to stand at the 
gate of the Temple, and address to the 
people as they entered words of solemn 
warning. The whole sermon divides itself 
into three parts ; (1) It points out the folly 
of the superstitious confidence placed by the 


people in the Temple, while they neglect 


the sole sure foundation of a nation’s hope. 
A sanctuary long polluted by immoralit 

must inevitably be destroyed (vii. 2—viii. 3). 
(2) Complaints follow of a more general 
character, in which the growing wickedness 
of the nation and expecially of the leaders 
is pointed out (viii. 4—ix. 24). (3) Lastly 
the prophet shews the possibility of averting 
the evils impending upon the nation (ix. 23— 


. 20). 

VII. 1, 2. The Temple had several en- 
trances (2 Chr. iv. 9); and the gate or dour 
here mentioned is piobably that of the inner 
court, where Baruch read Jeremiah’s roll 
(xxxvi. 10). The prophet stood in the deor- 
way, and addressed the people assembled in 
the outer court. 

all ye of Judah] Better, lit. all Judah 
(ep. xxvi. 2). 

3. If the people repented, instead of being 
led into captivity God would maintain their 
national existence. It is a promise of the 
continuance of an old blessing. 

4. The temple of the Lorv] Thrice re- 


the Lorp. Thus 
Amend your ways °ch. 18. 11. 


& 26. 13. 


¢ Mic. 3.11. 


ORD are these. 
d eb. 22. 3. 


cause you to dwell 
1 Win. 18. 
21 


Hos. 4. 1. 

Zeph. 1. 5. 
Ex. 20. 3. 
» Ezek. 23. 


«ver. IL, 
ch, 22, 34. 
© Isni. 56. 7. 
PY Matt. 21. 
313. 


peated, to emphasize the rejection of the 
ery ever upon the lips of the false prophets. 
In their view the maintenance of the Temple- 
service was a charm sufficient to avert all 
evil. 

these] The buildings of the Temple, to 
which Jeremiah is supposed to puint. The 
Jews put their trust in the material build- 


ings. 

‘57. A summary of the conditions indis- 
pensable on man’: part, before he can plead 
the terms of the Covenant in his favour. 

6. tn this place] i.e. in Jerusalem. The 
prophet refers to innocent blood shed there 
judicially. Of one such judicial murder 
Jehoiakim had already been guilty (xxvi. 


23). 

4 Why then do not the Jews still possess 
a land thus eternally given them? Because 
God never bestows anything uncondition- 
ally. The land was hestowed upon them by 
virtue of a Covenant (Gen. xvii. 7);— the 
Jews had broken the conditions of this 
Covenant (rr. 5, 6), and the gift reverted to 
the original donor. 

10. We are delivered) Jeremiah accuses 
them of trusting in the ceremonial of the 
Temple instead of leading holy lives. ‘‘ You 
break,” he says, ‘‘the ‘en Commandments, 
and then you go to the Temple ;_and when 
the service is over you say, We are de- 
livered, We have atoned for our past 
actions, and may start afresh with easy 
minds upon a new course of wickedness.” 

11. robbers} Lit. tearers, those who rcb 
with violence. The Temple was the place 
which sheltered them. It had been con- 
secrated to God. Now that it harbours 
miscreants, must it not as inevitably be de- 
stroyed as a den of robbers would be by any 
righteous ruler? 
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7 Judg. 18. 
31 


r Deut.12.11. 
*18am. 4. 
10, 11. 


€2 Chr. 36, 
15 


“ Prov. 1.24. 
Isni, 65, 12. 
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12 even I have seen 7¢, saith the Lorn. 
place which was in Shiloh, "where I set my uame at the first, 
and sec ‘what I did to it for the wickedness of my people Israel. 

13 And now, because ye have done all these works, saith the Lorn, 
and I spake unto you, ‘rising up early and speaking, but ye 

14 heard not; and I “called you, but ye answered not; therefore 
will I do unto t/is house, which is called by my name, wherein 


But go ye now unto 7my 


ye trust, and unto the place which I gave to you and to your 


7 Ps, 78. 60. 
v2 Kin. 17. 
23, 

2 Pa, 58. 67, 
@ Ex, 32. 10. 
ch. 11. 1-4. 

& ch. 15.1. 


ech, 44.17, 


15 fathers, as I have done to “Shiloh. 
my sight, Yas I have cast out all your brethren, 7eren the whole 
16 seed of Ephraim. (Therefore “pray not thou for this people, 
neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make inter- 
17 cession to me: &for I will not hear thee. 
they do in the cities of Judah and in tho streets of Jerusalem ? 
18 «The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the fire, and 


And I will cast you out of 


Scest thou not what 


the women knead their dough, to inake cakes to the 'queen of 


4 ch. 19. 13, 
‘ Deut. 32. 19 they may tlds me to anger. 
Shea saith the 


heayen, and to @pour out drink offerings unto other gods, that 


¢))o they provoke me to anger ? 


ornD: do they not provoke themselves to the confusion 


20 of their own faces? Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop; Behold, 
imine anger and my fury shall be poured out upon this place, 
upon man, and upon beast, and upon the trees of tho field, and 


1 Or, frame, or, tcorkmanship of heaven, 


12. go ye unto my place in Shiloh] This 
argument roused the indignation of the 
people (xxvi. 8, 9, 11). The Ark, Jeremiah 
shews, had not always been at Jerusalem. 
The place first chosen, as the centre of the 
nation’s worship, was Shiloh, a town to the 
north of Bethel, situated in the powerful 
tribe of Ephraim (Josh, xviii. 1 note). ‘The 
ruin of Shiloh is ascribed (Ps. Ixxviii. 58— 
64) to the idolatry which prevailed in Israel 
after the death of Joshua; a similar ruin 
due to similar causes should fall on Jeru- 
salem (7. 14). ‘The site of Shiloh is identi- 
fied with Seiladn, the ruins of which are 
80 insignificant as to hear out St. Jerome’s 
remark, ‘At Silo, where once was the Taber- 
nacle and Ark of the Lord, there can scarcely 
be pointed out the foundation of an Altar.” 

at the first] In the first stage, the first 
period of the existence of the Jewish com- 
monwealth, Shiloh was to the Judges what 
Jerusalem subseyuently was to the kings ; 
and as the fall of Shiloh through the wicked- 
ness of Eli’s sons marked the period when 
the government by Judges was to pass away, 
ani the second stage begin ; so the power of 
the kings perished at the fall of Jerusalem, 
and left the way clear for the third stage of 
Jewish polity, government by the scribes. 

18. svising up carly aud speaking] A pro- 
verbial expression for “speaking zealously 
and earnestly.” It is used only by Jeremiah. 

16. the whole seek of Ephraim] i.e, the 
whois of the nine northern tribes. Their 
casting out was a plain proof that the pos- 
session of the symbols of God’s Presence 
does noé secure a Church or nation from 
rejection, if unworthy of its privileges. 


16. They had reached that stage in which 
men sin without any sense of guilt (see 
1 John v, 16). 

neither make intercession to me] In xiv. 
7—9 we have an intercessory prayer offered 
by Jeremiah, but not heard. ‘The inter- 
cession of Moses prevailed with God (Num. 
xi, 2, xiv. 13-20, xvi. 22), because the pro- 
gress of the people then was upwards ; the 
progress now was from bad to worse, and 
therefore in xv. 1 we read that the inter- 
cession even of Moses and Samuel (see 1 
Sam. xii. 23) would profit nothing. 

17. The proof of the hopeless immorality 
of the people is this, that they worship 
heathen deities (1) generally in the cities of 
Judah, and not in the capital only ; and (2) 
publicly in the strects of Jerusalem. Such 
public idolatry could have been practised 
only in the reign of a king like Jehoiakim. 

18. children... fathers...rcomen] All mem- 
bers of the family take part in this idclatry. 

cakes} Probably very similar to those 
offered at Athens to Artemis. 

to the queen of hearen] A Persian and 
Assyrian deity, who was supposed to sym- 
bolize a quality possessed by moonlight of 
giving to nature its receptive power, as the 
sun represented its quickening power. The 
moon thus became generally the symbol of 
female productiveness, and was worshipped 
as such at Babylon. Disgraceful usages to 
which every woman was obliged once to sub- 
mit foianed part of her worship. 

19. Do they not provoke...) Lit. Is it not 
themselves (that they provoke) to the shame 
of their faces ? 

20. upon man, and upon beast] All crea 
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upon the fruit of the ground; and it shall burn, and shall not 
21 be quenched. {Thus saith the Lonrp of hosts, the God of Israel ; 
#Put your burnt offerings unto your sacrifices, and cat flesh. 
922 ¢For I spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded them in 
the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, 'con- 
23 corning burnt offerings or sacrifices: but this thing commanded 
I them, saying, “Obey my voice, and ‘I will be your God, anid 
ye shall be my people: and walk ye in all the ways that I have 

94 commanded you, that it may be well unto you. ‘But they 
hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, but ‘walked in the 
counsels «xd in the *imagination of their evil heart, and *" went 

25 backward, and not forward. Sinco the day that your fathers 
caine forth out of the land of Egypt unto this day I have even 
*sent unto you all my servants the prophets, “daily rising up 
96 carly and sending them: ”yet they hearkened not unto me, nor 
i bué ¢hardened their neck: *they did worse 


inclined their ear, 
97 than their fathers. Therefore * thou shalt speak all these words 
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/ Tsai, 1.11. 
ch. 6. 20. 

#1 Sam. 15. 
Rs 

Ps. 51. 16. 
Hos, 6, 6. 

4 ex, 15. 26, 
Deut. t. 3. 

# Lev, 26, 12. 
* Ps. 81, 11. 
! Deut, 29.19. 
Ps. 5). 12. 
ch, 2. 27. 


Hos. 4. 16. 


* 2 Chr. 36. 
15 


° ver. 13, 
» eh, 11.8. 
& 25. 3, 4. 


unto them; but they will not hearken to t. 
28 call unto thom; but they will not answer thee. 


say unto them, This 7s a nation that obeyeth not the voice of 
‘nor receiveth 
29 perished, and is cut off from their mouth. ¥*Cut off thine 
and cast it away, and take up a lamentation 
the Lorp hath rejected and forsaken tho 
30 gencration of his wrath. For the children of Judah have done 


the Lorp their God, 


air, 0 Jerusalem, 
on high places; for 


UTeb, concerning the mat- = 
ter of. 3 


tion in some mysterious way shares in man’s 
fall and restoration (Rom. viii. 19-22). 

21, ‘he meaning is, Increase your sacri- 
fices as you will. Add burnt-offering to 
peace-offerings. All is in vain as long as 
you neglect the indispensable requirements 
of obedience and moral purity. Lat jlesh is 
equivalent to sacrifice. ‘Che flesh of animals 
offered in sacrifice was usually eaten by the 
offerers, and this meal was regarded as a 
symbol of reconciliation. God and man 
partook of the same victim, and so were 
made friends, ‘his passage (vr. 21-28) is 
the Haftarah, or Lesson from the Prophets 
‘gee p. 4, note 7), after the Parashah, Lev. 
vi-viii., or Lesson from the Law, The 
selection of such a Haftarah shews that the 
Jews thoroughly understood that their sacri- 
fices were not the end of the Law, but a 
means for spiritual instruction. 

23. Obev &c.] These words are not found 
verbatim in the Pentateuch, but are a sum- 
mary of its principles. Sacrifice is never 
the final cause of the Covenant, but always 
obedience (Ex. xix. 5, 63 Lev. xi. 45. 
Cp. Ex. xx., Deut. xi., in which the moral 
object of the Mosaic dispensation is most 
clearly taught). In connexion with Jere- 
miah’s argument, notice that Amos v. 25 
(taken in conjunction with Josh. v. 2-7) 
proves that the ceremonial Law was not 
observed during the forty years’ wandering 
in the wilderness. A thing so long in abey- 


Or, stubbornness. 
Heb. trere. 


a Neh. 9. 
17, 20. 

r ch. 16. 12. 
# Ezek. 2. 7. 


ec: thou shalt also 
But thou shalt 


4eorrection: “truth is 
¥ ch. 9. 3. 
= Job 1. 20. 
Isai. 15. 2. 
ch. 16. 6. 
Mic. 1. 16. 


4 Os, instruction. 


ance in the very time of its founder, could 
not be of primary importance. 

24. imagination] Better, as in marg. 

and went backward) Lit. as in_marg.; 7.c. 
they turned their back upon Me to follow 
their own devices. 

27. Rather, Though thou...yet Ke. 

28. a nation) The nation. Israel holds so 
unique a position among all nations that for 
it to disobey God is marvellous. 

truth &e.| Fidelity to God. Though they 
have the name of Jehovah often upon their 
lips and swear by Him (v. 2), yet it is only 
profession without practice. 

29-33. Jeremiah summons the people to 
lament over the miserable consequences of 
their rejection of God. In the valley of 
Hinnom, where lately they offered their 
innocents, they shall themselves fall before 
the enemy in such multitudes that burial 
shall be impossible, and the beasts of the 
field unmolested shall prey upon their re- 
mains. 

29. The daughter of Zion, defiled by the 
presence of enemies in her sanctuary, an 
rejected of God, must shear off the dindem 
of her hair, the symbol of her consecration 
to God, just as the Nazarite, when defiled 
by contact with a corpse, was to shave his 
crowned. head. . 

take up a@ lamentation &c.] Or, lift up 
lamentation on the bare hill-sides (iii. 2). 
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» 2 Chr. 33. 
4, 5, 7. 

ch, 23. 11. 
Ezek. 7. 20. 
*2 Kin, 23. 
10. 


«@ Ps, 106, 38, 
® Se Deut. 
i7. 3 


ade 'e 

ech. 19. 6. 
2 Kin, 23, 
0, 


‘« 


« Dent, 28.26. 
ch. 12, 9. 


FS Isai. 24. 7. 
ch. 16. 9. 
Ezek. 26.13, 
Hos, 2. 11. 
# Lev. 26. 33. 
Tsai. 1, 7. 


34 them away. Then will 
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evil in my sight, saith the Lorp: ¥they have sect their abomi- 
nations in the house which is called by my name, 
31 And they have built the ‘high places of Tophet, which 7s in tho 
valley of the son of Hinnom, to “burn their sons and their 
daughters in the fire; ’which I commanded then not, neither 
32 'camo it into my heart. Therefore, behold, ‘the days come, 


to pollute it, 


saith the Lorn, that it shall no more be called Tophet, nor tho 
valley of the son of Hinnom, but the valley of slaughter: ¢for 
33 they shall bury in Tophet, till there be 
‘carcases of this people shall bo meat for the fowls of the 
heaven, and for the beasts of the carth; and none shall fray 


no place. And the 


I cause to ‘ceaso from the cities of 


Judah, and from the streets of Jerusalem, the voice of mirth, 
and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the 
voice of the bride: for *the land shall be desolate. 

Cuap, 8. AT that time, saith the Lorn, they shall bring out the 


bones of the kings of Judah, and the bones of his princes, and 
the bones of the priests, and the bones of the prophets, and the 


bones of the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
2and they shall spread them before the 
and all the host of heaven, whom they 


out of their graves: 
sun, and the moon, 
have loved, and whom 


they have served, and after whom they have walked, and whom 


@2Kin.23.5. 
’ ch, 22. 19. 
¢2 Kin. 9.36. 


the Lorn of hosts. 


4 Morcover thou shalt say unto them, 
Shall they fall, and not arise ? 


they have sought, and “whom they have worshipped: they shall 
not be gathered, ’nor be buried; they shall be for ‘dung upon 
3 the face of the earth. And ¢death 
life by all the residue of thom that remain of this evil family, 
which remain in all tho places whither I haye driven them, saith 


shall be chosen rather than 


Thus saith the Lorp; 
shall he turn away, and not 


1 Heb, came it upon my heart. 


ee 


80. they have xt their abominations &c.] 
Probably a reference to the reign of the 
fanatic Manasseh, in whose time the wor- 
ship of Astarte and of the heavenly bodies 
was the established religion of the land (2K. 
xxi. 3-5), and even the ‘l'emple was used for 
idolatrous services, ‘Che people had never 
heartily accepted Josiah’s reformation. 

31. the hiyh places} Here, probably, not 
natural hills, but artificial mounts, on which 
the altars were erected. 

Tophet (marg. ref. note) is not here a 
proper name; as applied to Baal-worship the 
term is not an ordinary one, but almost 
peculiar to Jeremiah. Comparing this verse 
with xix. 5, xxxii, 35, it will he found that 
Bual ig in those passages substituted for 
Tophet. Just as itis the practice of the pro- 
phets to snbstitute Boshketh, shame, for Baal 
{see iii. 24), so here Jeremiah uses Tophet, an 
object of abhorrence (cp, Job xvii. 6 note), ir 
just the same way. 

valley of the son of Hinnom] See Josh. xv. 
8 note. 

to burn &e.] The children were not burnt 
alive, but slain first (Ezek. xvi. 21). 

32. the valley of slauyhtcr] Where they 


slew their oes children, there shall they 
be slaughtered helplessly by their enemies. 

_ till there be no place] Rather, for want of 
room elsewhere. 

34. Silence and desolation are to settle 
upon the whole land. 

VIII. 1. Not the living only but’ the 
dead shall be exposed to the ruthless violence 
of the enemy, who will ransack the graves 
of the wealthier classes, 

2. loved... served... walked ... sought ... wor- 
shipped] There is great force in the piled-up 
verbs by which their worship of the heavenly 
bodies is described. The prophet beginning 
with the heart’s “love” describes that wor- 
ship in the various stages of its develop- 
ment, and then contrasts its fuluess with the 
miserable reward whicli ensues. 

8. this evil fumily] Che whole Jewish 
race, 

which een) The words are omitted by 
the LXX. and Syriac Versions. 

4. The prophet here resumes from vii. 28 
the main subject of his prophecy. He again 
invites the Jews to repentance. 

Shall theu fall ¢ The argument is that when 
men fall, they do not lie upon the ground, 
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d5 return? Why ¢then is this people of Jerusalem ¢slidden back 
by a perpetual backsliding ? /they hold fast deccit, 9they refuse 
Gtoreturn. *I hearkened and heard, but they spake not aright: 
no man repented him of his wickedness, saying, What have I 
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¢ ch. 7. 24. 


Sch. 9. 6. 
? ch. 5, 3. 
k2 Pet. 3.9. 


done ? every one turned to his course, as the horse rusheth into 


7 the battle. 


8 judgment of the Lorn. 


Yea, ‘the stork in the heaven knoweth her ap- 
pointed times; and *tho turtle and tho crane and the swallow 
observe the time of their coming; but !my people know not the 
How do ye say, Wo are wiso, “and tho 


? Isai. 1. 3. 
* Cant. 2.12. 
‘ch. 6. 4, 6. 
m Rom. 2.17. 


law of the Lorp is with us? Lo, certainly 'in vain made he 7 ; 


9 the pen of the scribes 7s in vain. **The wiso men are ashamed, 


% ch. 6. 15, 


they are dismayed and taken: lo, they have rejected the word 


1 Or, the filee pen of the scribes worketh 
Jor filsehood, Isai. 10, 1. 


20Or, lure 
ashamed §c. 


they been 


aD 


but endeavour to get up again : and when a 
man loses his way, he does not persist in 
going on, but turns round, and retraces his 
steps. Israel then will be only following 
the dictates of common sense in desisting 
from that which she now knows to be her 
ruin. 

6. When men act as in v. 4, why is God’s 
own people alone an exception ? 

slidden back... bucksliding] The same words 
as turn und return inv. 4. They should be 
rendered, Why doth this people of Jerusalem 
turn away with «@ perpetual turning ? 

deccit] 7.e. idolatry ; because men worship 
in it that which is false, and it is false to 
the worshippers. 

Adee rom & teeling of dislike. 

6. I hearkened and heard] God, before 
passing sentence, carefully listens to the 
words of the people. Cp. Gen. xi. 5, where 
the Divine judgment is preceded by the 
Almighty going down to see the tower. 

not aright) Or,not-right; whichinthe Hebr. 
idiom means that which is utterly wrong. 

no man vepented] The original phrase is 
very striking: No man had pity upon his 
own wickedness. If men understood the true 
nature of sin, the sinner would repent out 
of very pity upon himself. 

as the horse rusketh| Lit. overfloweth. It is 
a double metaphor ; first, the persistence of 
the people in sin is compared to the fury 
which at the sound of the trumpet seizes 
upon the war-horse ; and then its rush into 
the battle is likened to the overflowing of a 
torrent, which nothing can stop in its de- 
structive course. 

%. Jeremiah apneals to the obedience 
which migratory birds render to the law of 
their natures. ‘I'he stork arrives in Pales- 
tine about March 21, and after a six weeks’ 
halt departs for the north of Evrope. It 
takes its flight by day, at a vast height in 
the air (in the heaven). The appearance of 
the ‘‘turtle-dove” is one of the pleasant 
signs of the approach of spring. 

the crane and the swallow] Rather, ‘the 
swift and the crane.” 

8. the law of the Lorp] The Torah, or 


written Law, the possession of which made 
the priests and prophets so boastfully ex- 
claim, We are aise. 

Lo, certainly...) Rather, Verily, lo! the 
lying pen of the scribes hath made it—the 
Law—into @ lie, ‘I'he mention of scribes in 
this place is a crucial point in the argument 
whether or not the Pentateuch or Torah is 
the old Law-Book of the Jews, or a fabrica- 
tion which gradually grew up, but was not 
received as authoritative until after the re- 
turn from the Captivity. It is not until the 
time of Josinh (2 Chr. xxxiv. 13) that 
“scribes” are mentioned except as political 
officers; here, however, they are students of 
the Torah. ‘the Torah must have existed 
in writing before there could have been an 
order of men whose special business it was 
to study it; and therefore to explain this 
verse by saying that perhaps the scribes 
were writers of false prophecies written in 
imitation of the true, is to lose the whole 
gist of the passage. What the scribes 
turned into a hie was that Law of which they 
had just boasted that they were the posses- 
sors. Moreover, the scribes undeniably be- 
came possessed of preponderating influence 
during the exile: and on the return from 
Babylon were powerful enough to prevent 
the restoration of the kingly office. That 
there should be along with the priests and 
Levites men who devoted themselves to the 
study of the written Law, and who in the 
time of Josiah had acquired such influence 
as to be recognized as a distinct class—is 
just what we should expect from the rapid 

rogress of learning, which began with 

lisha’s active management of the schools 
of the prophets, and culminated in the days 
of Hezekiah. Jeremiah’s whole argument 
depends upon the fact that there were in 
his days men who claimed to be tise or 
learned men because of their study of the 
Pentateuch, and is entirely inconsistent 
with the assumptions that Jeremiah wrot 
the book of Deuteronomy, and that Ezra 
wrote parts of Exodus and the whole of 
Leviticus. 

9. they have rejected the word of the Lor] 
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10 of the LorpD; and 'what wisdom 7s in them? Therefore will 
I give their wives unto others, and their fields to them that 
shall inhent them: for every one from the least even unto the 
greatest is given to Pcovetousness, from tho prophet even unto 

11 the priest every one dealeth falsely. For they have “healed the 
hurt of tho daughter of my people slightly, saving, * Peace, 

12 peace; when there is no peace. 
they had committed abomination? nay, they were not at all 


Were they “ashamed when 


ashamed, neither could they blush : therefore shall they fall 
anong them that fall: in the time of their visitation they shall 


13 be cast down, saith the Lorn. 
saith the Lorb: there shail be no grapes ‘on the vine, nor figs 
on the “fig tree, and the leaf shall fade; and the things that I 

14 have given them shall pass away from them. 
still? *asseinble vourselyes, and let us enter into the defenced 
cities, and Ict us be silent there: for the Lory our God hath put 
us to silence, and given us "water of 3gall to drink, because 

15 we have sinned against the Lorp. We ‘looked for peace, but 


19, 

Luke 13. 6. 
Pech, 4.5. 
¥ch, 0. 15. 
* ch. 14. 19. 


*I will surely consume them, 


q Why do we sit 


no good came ; cd for a time of health, and behold trouble ! 


eh. 4 16. 


6 Juda. §. 22, 
ch, 47, 3. 


16 The snorting of his horses was heard from “Dan: the whole 
laud trembled at the sound of the neighing of his ’strong ones ; 
for they are come, and have devoured tho land, and ‘all that is 

17 in it; tho city, and those that dwell therein. 


For, behold, I 


will send sorpents, cockatrices, among you, which will not be 


¢ Pg, 38. 4. 
Eccles. 10. 
11, 


18 ‘charmed, and thoy shall bite you, saith the Lorp. 4 When I 
would comfort myself against sorrow, my heart 7s faint 5in me. 


19 Behold the voice of the cry of the daughter of my people Sbe- 


€ Tsai. 39. 3. 


* Dent.92.21, 
Isai. 1. 4. 


V Heh, the wisdom of want 
thing. 
2 Or, Ln gathering I witt 


It hecame in the hands of the Soeferim or 
scribes a mere code of ceremonial observ- 
ance. Cp. Mark vii. 13. 

10-12. These verses are almost identical 
with ch. vi. 12-15, 

10. to them that shall inherit them] Rather, 
to those that shall take possession of 
them, i.c. to conquerors who shall take 
them by force. 

13. Or, I will gather and sweep them 
away, saith Jehovah: there are no grapes 
on the vine, and no sigs on the fig-tree, ane. 
the leaf ig dry: therefore will I appoint 
those that shall pass over them. Judah 
is a vine which bears no fruit: a tree which 
makes even no profession of life, for her leaf 
isdlry. Many explain the last words of an 
army sweeping over the land like a flood. 

14, The people rouse one another to exer- 
tion, ‘‘ Why,” they ask, ‘do we remain 
here to be overwhelmed?” They are ready 
new to follow the command given (see mary. 
ref.), but with the conviction that all hope 
iy over. : 

let us he silent therc| Rather, let us perish 
there, lit. be put to silence. 


water of gall) ic. poison. The word ren- 


conanime, 
3 Or, poiron, 
$ Heb. the fulness thereaf. 


cause of them that dwell in ¢a far country: Js not the Lorp in 
Zion ? is not hor king in her? Why have they ‘provoked me 
to anger with thoir graven images, and with strange vanities ? 


5 Heb. wpon. 
6 Hoh, heeauueof the country 


Of them that are fur aff. 


dered gall was probably the belladonna, or 
night-shade, to the berrics of which the 
grapes of Israel were compared. 

15. health...trouble] Or, rest...terror. 

16. Dan] i.e. the northern boundary of 
the land. 

his strong ones] i.e. his war-horyes, 

17. I will send] Or, am sending. No 
prophet changes his metaphors so suddenly 
as Jeremiah. The invading army is now 
compared to snakes, whom no charining can 
soothe, and whose bite is fatal, Cp. Num. 
xxi, 5, 6. 

corkatrices] vipers. See Isai. xi. 8 note, 

18. Rather, O my comfort in sorrow: my 
heart faints for me. ‘lhe word translated 
comfort is by some supposed to he corrupt. 
With these manent ejaculations a new 
strophe begins, ending with ix. 1, in which 
the prophet mourns over the miserahle fate 
of his countrymen, among whom he had 
been earnestly labouring, but all in vain. 

19. Or, Behold the voice of the cru for help 
of the daughter of my people from a distant 
land: ‘‘ Is not Jehovah in Zion! Is not her 
king there?” “Why have they proroked Me 
to anger with their carved imayes, with 
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20 The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and wo are not saved. 
°21/ For the hurt of the daughter of my people am I hurt; Iam 
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Sch. 4. 19. 


22 oblack ; astonishment hath taken hold on me. 

in Gilead; és there no physician there ? why 
9 health of the daughter of my people 'recovered? OIL ** that 

my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that 1 

might weep day and night for the slain of the daughter of my 
Oh that I had in the wilderness a lodging place of way- 
that I might leave my people, and go from them: 
all adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men. 
tongues like their bow for lies: but they 
on the earth; for they procecd 
know not ime, saith the Lorn. 
3Inecighbour, and trust ye not 
brother 
5 evory neighbour will/ walk with slanders. 

ceive every one his neighbour, and will 


2 people! 
faring men ; 
for ’they be 

3 And ‘they bend their 
are not valiant for the truth u 
from evil to evil, and they 

4 J Take yo heed every one of his 
in any brother: for every 


Is there no * balm 
then is not the 


g Joel 2. 6. 
Nah. 2. 10. 
k Gen.37, 25. 
& 43. 11, 

@ [sni. 22. 4. 
ch, +. 19. 
Lam, 2. 11. 


bch, 5.7, 3. 
e Ps, 64 3. 
Isni. 59. 4. 


1 Sam, 2 
9) 


12, 

Hos, 4 1. 
¢ ch. 12. 6. 
Mic. 7, 5. 
J ch, 6. 28. 


will utterly supplant, and 
And they will ‘de- 
not speak the truth: 


they have taught their tongue to speak lies, and weary them- 


G selves to commit iniquity. 
deceit; through deceit they 
7 ¥ Therefore thus saith the 


1 Heb. gone up? 
2 Heb. Who will gice my head, $c. 


Thine habitation 7s in the midst of 
refuse to know me, saith the Lorp. 
Loup of hosts, Behold, 7I will melt 


@ Tsai, 1. 25. 
Mal, 3. 3. 

3 Or, friend. 

+ Or, mock. 


A I 


foreign vanities?” Their complaint, Is there 
no Jchorah in Zion? is met by God demand- 
ing of them the reason why instead of 
worshipping Him they have set up idols. 

20, the summer] Rather, the fruit-gather- 
ing, which follows the corn-harvest. The 
corn has failed; the fruit-gathering has also 
proved unproductive ; so despair seized the 
people when they saw o portunities for 
their deliverance again and again pass by, 
till God seemed utterly to have forgotten 
them. 

21. For thehurt...hurt] Lit. Because of the 
wweaking...broken. ‘These are the words of 
the prophet, whose heart is crushed by the 
ery of his countrymen. 

T an black) Or, I go mourning. 

22. no physician there) i.e. in Gilead. 
Balm ified to grow in Israel for the healing 
of the nations. Her priests and_ prophets 
were the physicians. Has Israel then no 
balm for herself? Is there no physician in 
her who can bind up her wound? Gilead 
was to Israel what Israel spiritually was to 
the whole world. 

aohy then is not the health...recorercd 7] Or, 
athy then has no bandage, or plaister of bal- 
sam, been laid upon my people? 

IX. 1. ‘This verse is joined in the Hebrew 
to the preceding chapter. But any break 
at all here interrupts the meaning. 

a fountain] Rather, « reservoir, in which 
tears had been stored up, so that the pro- 
phet might weep abundantly. 

2-9. From their punishment the 
now turns to their sins. 

2. The prophet utters the wish that he 
might be spared his daily striving, and in 


prophet, 


some lone wilderness give way to his sorrow, 
without restraint. 

a lodging place) It was usual to build in 
the desert, either by private charity or at 
the public expense, caravanserais, to receive 
travellers for a single night, who had how- 
ever to bring their own supplies with 
them. 

an assembly] Or, & gang. 

treacherous) Faithless towards one an- 
other. 

8. Rather, And they bend their tongue to 
be their bow of lies, i.¢. just as men before 
a battle get their bows ready, xo they of set 
purpose make ready to do mischief, only 
their arrows are lying words: neither do 
they rule faithfully in the land, ic. 
Judea. 

4, In a state of such utter lawlessness, 
the bonds of mutual confidence are relaxed, 
and suspicion takes its place. 

utterly supplant] An allusion to the name 
of Jacob (Gen. xxvii. 36). Itmight be ren- 
dered, erery brother is « thurough Jacob, 

rill walk with slandcrs) Or, slandereth. 

6. A continuation of the warning given 
in v.4. Trust no one: for thou diellest sur- 
rounded by deceit on every side, Their rejec- 
tion of God is the result of their want of 
honesty in their dealings with one another 
(1 John iv. 20). 

7. Iwill melt them, and try them] The pu- 
nishment is corrective rather than retribu- 
tive. The terms used are those of the refinér 
of metals, the first being the smelting to 
separate the pure metal from the ore; the 
second the testing to see whether the metal 
is pure, or still mixed with alloy. God will 


them, and try them; *for how shall I do for the daughter of 


8 my people? Their tongue 7s as an arrow shot out; it speaketh 


‘deceit :_ one speaketh ‘peaceably to his neighbour with his 


“his wait. ‘Shall I not visit 


them for these things? saith the Lorp: shall not my soul be 


4] Yor the mountains will I 
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& Hos. 11. 8 
‘Ps, 12, 2. 
‘a'6'o,s0 9 mouth, but 'in heart he layeth 
10 avenged on such a nation as this ? 
™ ch. 12. 4, take up a weeping and wailing, and 


» 
Hos, 4. 3. 


" ch, 4, 25, 

© Tgai. 28. 2. 
P Isni. 13. 22. 
ch. 10, 22, 

@ Ps, 107. 43. 
Hos. 14. 9. 


wilderness a lamentation, 
none can pass through them ; neither 
the cattle; "both the fowl of the heavens and the beasts are 
11 fled ; they are gone. And I will make Jerusalem °heaps, and 
?a den of dragons; and Iwill make tho citios 
12 without an inhabitant. §@Who is the wiso man, that may under- 
stand this’ and who 7s he to whom the mouth of the Lorp hath 


™for the *habitations of the 
because they are ‘burned up, so that 
can mex hear the voice of 


of Judah “desolate, 


spoken, that he may declare it, for what the land perisheth and 


13 is burned up like a wilderness, that 


none passeth through ? And 


the LorpD saith, Because they havo forsaken my law which I set 
before them, and have not obeyed my voice, neither walked 


rch.7, 21. 
*Gal, 1, 14. 


14 therein; but have “walked after the 7imagination of their own 
heart, and atter Baalim, 


‘which their fathers: taught them : 


15 therefore thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the God of Isracl; Be- 


t Ps, 60. 5. hold, I will ‘feed them, even this 
“ch. 23.15. 16 give them water of gall to drin 
Lam. 3, 15. 

1 


9. 
= Deut. 28. 
Gt. 
y¥ Ezek. 5. 2. 
= 2Chr.35.25. 
Sob 3, 8. 
1 Heb. in the midst of him, 
2 Or, teait for him, 
3 Or, pastures, 


eee 


put the nation into the crucible of tribula- 
tion, that whatever is evil ‘being consumed 
in tho fire, all there is in them of good may 
be purified. 

‘for how shall I do...) Rather, for how else 


could I act with reference to the daughter of them chastisement : 


my people ¢ 2 

8. an arrow shot out] Rather, a murderous 
arrov. : 

in heart he layeth his wait) Rather, in- 
a, he luyeth his ambush. ‘ : 

10-22. The punishment described in 
general terms in the preceding three verses 
is now detailed at great length. 

10. the habitations) i.e. the temporary en- 
campments of the shepherds (see vi. 3): 

80 that none can...] Or, They are parched 
Up, with no man to pass through them ; nei- 
ther do they hear the voice of cattle; from 
the birds of the heaven even to the beasts 
they are fled, they are gone. 

ll. dragons] Rather, jackals. Beg 

12. for what the land perisheth...] This is 
the question proposed for consideration. 
The prophet calls upon the wise man to ex- 

lain his question; that question being, 
Wherefore did the land perish? He follows 
it by the assertion of a fact: It is parched 
like the wilderness with no man to pass through. 

13. The cause of the chastisement about 


* Or, dexolute. 
5 Heb. from the fol even 
to, §c. 


peeple, “with wormwood and 
. I willscatter them also 


umong the heathen, whom neither they nor their fathers haye 
known : YandI will send a sword after them, till I have consumed 
17 them. J Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, 
*the mourning women, that they may como; and send for cunning 


Consider ye, and call for 


6 THeb. desolation. 
7 Or, stubbornness, 


re ane nee oe enter, 


to fall upon Jerusalem, was their desertion 
of the Divine Law, 

14, imagination] Or, as in mare. 

which their fathers taught them] it was not 
the sin of one generation that brought upon 
it was asin, which had 
been handed down from father to son. 

15. I will feed them...) Rather, I am 
feeding them. ‘Ihe present participle used 
here, followed by three verbs in the future, 
shews that the judgment has begun, of 
which the successive stages are given in the 
next clause. 

wormivood] See Deut. xxix. 

or water of yall, viii. 14, note. 

16. This verse is taken from Lev. xxvi. 
33, The fulfilment of what had been so 
long before appointed as the penalty for the 
violation of Jehovah's Covenant is one of 
the most remarkable proofs that srophecy 
was something more than human oresight. 

till I have consumed them] See iv. 27 
note. How is this * consuming ” consistent 
with the promise to the eontrary there 
given? Because it is limited by the ternis 
of v. 7. Previously to Nebuchadnezzar’s 
destruction of Jerusalem God removed into 
safety those in whom the nation should 
revive. 

17. the mourning women] Hired to attend 


18, note, and 
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18 women, that they may come: and let them make haste, and 


take up a 


19 tears, and our eyelids gush out with waters. 
of Zion, How are we spoiled ! we are greatly 
confounded, because we have forsaken the land, because bour 
out. Yet hear the word of the Lorn, O 


wailing is heard out 


20 dwellings have cast us 


wailing for us, that ‘our eyes may run down with 


@ ch. 14. 17. 
For a voice of 


b Lev. 18. 28. 


yo women, and let your ear receive the word of his mouth, and 


teach your daughters wailing, 


21 lamentation. Tor death is come up into our windows, 
entered into our palaces, to cut off ‘the children from without, 
22 and the young men from the streets. 
Lorp, Even the carcases of men shall fall ¢as dung upon the 


and every one her neighbour 


and is 
¢ ch, 6, 11. 
Speak, Thus saith the 
4 ch. 8, 2. 


open ficld, and as the handful after the harvestman, and nono 


93 shall gather them. J Thus saith the Lorp, “Let not the wise 
man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his 
24 might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: but /let him 
that gloricth glory in this, that he understandecth and knoweth 


« Eccles, 9. 
11. 


/1Cor.1. 31. 
2 Cor. 10. 17. 


mo, that I am tho Lorp which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, 


and rightcousness, 
95 saith the Lorp. 4 
AT will! punish all them whi 


in the earth: ?for in these things I delight, 
Behold, the days come, saith the Lorp, that 
ch are circumcised with the uncircum- 


9 Mic. 6. 9. 


h Rom. 2. 8. 


96 cised ; Egypt, and Judah, and Edom, and the children of Ammon, 


and Moab, and all that are *in the ‘utmost corners, that dwell 


1 Heb, risit upon. 
2 Heb». ent off into corners, 


? ch. 26. 23. 


or, having the corners of 
their hair polled, 


i —— 


at funerals, and by their skilled wailings aid 
the reul mourners in giving vent to their 
grief. Hence they are called cunning, lit. 
wise women, wisdom being constantly used 
in Scripture for anything in which people 
are trained. 

18. take up a railing for us] i.e. for the 
nation once God's chosen people, but long 
spiritually deol. 

19. forsaken] Or, 
the land. 

because our dicellings &e.] Rather, beearse 
they have cast down our duvellings. The 
whole verse is a description of their suffer- 
ings. See 2 K. xxv. 1-12. 

0. The command is addressed to the wo- 
men because it was more especially their 
part to express the general feelings of the 
nation. See1 Sam. xviii. 6; 2 Sam. i. 24. 
The women utter now the death-wail over 
the perishing nation. ‘They are to teach 
their daughters and neighbours the lamenta- 
tion, i.c. dirge, because the harvest of death 
would be so large that the number of trained 
women would not suffice. 

21. dentth is come up &c.] i.c. death steals 
silently like a thief upon his victims, and 
makes such havoc that there are no children 
left to go “ without,” nor young men to fre- 
quent the open spaces in the city. 

22. ‘he “handful” means the little bundle 
of corn which the reaper gathers on his arm 
with three or four strokes of his sickle, and 
then lays down. Behind the reaper came 
one whose business it was to gather several 
of these bundles, and bind them into asheaf. 


left: forced to abandon 


Thus death strews the ground with corpses 
as thickly as these handfuls lie upon the 
renped land, but the corpses lie there un- 
heeded. 

28. 'To the end of ch. x. the prophet urges 
upon the people the practical conclusion to 
be drawn from Godl’s righteous dealings 
with them. The three things on which men 
most pride themselves are shewn in this 
verse to have proved vain. 

24. This is the prophet’s remedy for the 
healing of the nation. It is the true under- 
standing and knowledge of God, of which 
the first means the spiritual enlightenment 
of the mind (1 Cor. ii. 13, 14), the other the 
training of the heart unto obedience (John 
viii, 31, 32). ‘This knowledge of (rod is fur- 
ther said to find in Him three chief attri- 
butes, (1) loringkindness, i.e. readiness to 
shew grace and mercy ; (2) judgment, a be- 
lief in which is declared in Heb, xi. 6 to be 
essential to faith ; (3) righteousness, Which 
is essential to religion absolutely. Unless 
men believe that God’s dealings with them 
in life and death are right and just, they 
can neither love nor reverence him. 

. all them which are cireumeised &c.] 
Rather, all circumcised in uncircumcision, 
i.e. all who though outwardly circumcised 
have no corresponding inward purity. 

26. all that are in the utmost corners} 
Really, all who have the corners of their 
hair shorn. ‘he people meant are those 
Arabs who cut the hair close upon the fore- 
head and temples, but let it grow lony 
behind. Sce Lev. xix. 27. 
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in the wilderness: for all these nations are uncircumcised, and 
; tee ae a all the house of Israel are uncircumcised in the heart. 
ZOK, 
Lee Cuap. 10, ILEAR ye the word which the Lorp speaketh unto you, 
«Lev.18.3. 2 O house of Israel: Thus saith the Lorp, “Learn not the way of 


the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs of heaven; for 
3 the heathen are dismayed at them. For the 'customs of the 
people are vain: for “one cutteth a tree out of the forest, the 
4 work of the hands of the workman, with the axe. They deck it 
with silver and with gold; they ‘fasten it with nails and with 
5 hunmers, that it move not. They are upright as the palm tree, 
¢but speak not: they must needs be ‘borne, because the 
cannot go. De not afraid of them; for / they cannot do cyil, 
6 neither also is ié in them to do good. Forasmuch as there is 
none like unto thee, O Lorp; thou art great, and thy name is 
7 great in might. "Who would not fear thee, O King of nations ? 


» Isni. 40-44, 


¢ Isai, tt. 7. 


¢ Ps, 115. 6. 
Hab. 2. 10. 
1 Cor. 12, 2. 
© Vs, 115. 7. 
Isni. 46. 1. 

f Isai, 41, 23, 
9 Ex. 15.11. 


P . 88. 8, 0 a . be ; 

h Rev. 16. 4. for *to thee doth it appertain: forasmuch as ‘among all the 

ae Ha A wise men of the nations, and in all their kingdoms, there is none 
8. 


Isai. 41.29, Slike unto thee. But they are “altogether ‘brutish and foolish: 


Zeck, 10, 2. 
Rom. 1. 
2) a9 


> wae 


nancea are canity. 


for all these nations are uncircumcised] 
Or, for all the heathen are uncircumeised, 
Cireumcision probably prevailed partially 
in the heathen mysteries as a sign of pecu- 
liar sanctity, but to the Jews alone it 
represented their Covenant-relation to God, 

x. 2. signs of heaven) Extraordinary 
appearances, such as eclipses, comets, and 
the like, which seemed to the heathen to 
portend national calamities. To attribute 
importance to them is to walk in heathen 
wiys, 

8. the customs] Better, as the mary., the 
ordinances, established institutions, of the 
peoples, /.c. heathen nations. 

4. Then deck it} It was covered with 
plates of gold and silver, and then fastened 
with nails in its place, that it might not 
move, te, tumble down. 

The agreement in this and the following 
verses with the argument in Isai. x).-xliv. 
is so manifest, that no one can doubt that 
the one is modelled upon the other. If, 
therefore, Jeremiah took the thoughts and 
phrases from Isaiah, it is plain that the last 
twenty-seven chapters of Isaiah were prior 
in date to Jeremiah’s time, and were not 
therefore written at the close of the Baby- 
lonian exile. This passage then is a crucial 
one to the pseudo-Isaiah theory. ‘Two 
answers are attempted, (1) that the pseudo- 
Isaiah borrowed from Jeremiah. But this 


) Heb. statutes, or, ordi- 


2 Or, it liketh thee. 
3 Heb. in oue, or, af ounce, 


Still there is a connexion. ‘The prophet 
had just included all Israel under the ban 
of uncircumcision ; he now shews them their 
last chance of safety by enlarging upon the 
truth, that (cp. ix. 28, 24) their true glory 
is their God, not an idol of wood, but the 
King of nations. ‘I hen comes the sad feel- 
ing that they have rejected God and chosen 
idois (rv. 17, 18); then the nation’s deep 
grief (rr, 19-22) and earnest prayer (re. 23- 
25). It is quite possible that only portions 
of the concluding partof Jeremiah‘s Temple- 
sermon were embodied in Baruch’s roll, and 
that had the whole been preserved, we 
should have found the thoughts as orderly 
in development as those in chs. vii.-ix. 

§. They are upright &c.) Rather, They are 
like a palin tree of tirned dork, i.e. like one 
of those stiff inelegant pillars, something 
like a palm tree, which may be seen in 
oriental architecture. Some translate thus : 
Phey are like pillurs ina garden afl cucumbers, 
i.e, like the filacles set up to frighten away 
the birds ; but none of the ancient Versions 
support this rendering. 

6. Forasmuch as] Or, No one is like unto 
thee, O Jehovah, In rr. 6-11, the prophet 
contrasts God’s greatness with the impo- 
tence of idols, 

7. O King of nations] i.e. heathen nations, 
Jehovah is not the national God of the Jews 
only, but reigns over all mankind (Ps. xxii, 

3). 


is refuted by the style, which is not that 28) 


usual with Jeremiah. (2) That it is an 
interpolation in Jeremiah. But how then 
are we to account for its being found in the 
Septuagint Version ? ‘The only arzument of 
real importance is that these verses break 
the continuity of thought; but the whole 
chapter is somewhat fragmentary, and not 
so closely connected as the previous three. 


it] z.c, everythin. 

in all their kingdoms] More correctly, in 
al their royalty or kingship. 

8, brutish (v.21) and foolish] Theirs was 
the brutishness uf men in a savaye state, 
little better than mere animals : their folly 
that of stupidity. 
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9 the stock is a doctrine of vanities. Silver spread into plates 
is brought from Tarshish, and ! gold from Uphaz, the work of 
the workman, and of the hands of the founder: blue and 
purple is their clothing: they are all “the work of cunning 

10 men. But the Lorp is the ‘true God, he is "the living God, 
and an **cverlasting king: at his wrath the earth shall tremble, 
and the nations shall not be able to abide his indignation. 

11 F*Thus shall ye say unto them, ?The gods that have not made 
the heavens and the earth, even %they shall perish from the 

12 earth, and from under these heavens. He “hath made the 
earth by his power, he hath ‘established the world by his wis- 
dom, and thath stretched out the heavens by his discretion. 

13 *When he uttereth his voice, there is a ‘multitude of waters in 
the heavens, and “he causeth the vapours to ascend from the 
ends of tho earth; he maketh lightnings ®with rain, and 

14 bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures. ¥ Every man %is 
“brutish in Ais knowledge: “every founder is confounded by 
the graven image: 'for his molten image 7s falschood, and 

15 there 1s no breath in them. They ure vanity, aud the work of 

16 crrors: in the time of their visitation ‘they shall perish. ¢Tho 
portion of Jacob #s not like them: for he is the former of all 
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' Dan. 10. 5. 


™ Pg, 115. 4. 
* 1 Tim.6.17. 
° Ps, 10. 16. 


» SeePs.96.5. 
9 Isai. 2. 18. 


Job 39. 34. 

= Ps, 135. 7, 

* ch. 51. 17. 

* Prov. 30. 2. 
 Igni,42. 17, 
» Hab, 2. 18, 
¢ ver. 11. 

d Pg, 119. 57. 


things ; and ¢Isracl is the rod of his inheritance: /The Lorp of 


hosts ts his neme. 
li 
' ae God of truth, Ps, 
2 Heb, king of eternity. 


_ 


, Noise, 
8 Or, for rain. 


the stock &c.] Rather, the instruction of 
idols is a piece of wood. That is what they 
are themselves, and ‘‘ex nihilo nihil fit.” 

9, Or, It is a piece of wood (v. 8 note) ; 
yea, beaten silver it is, which is brought 
from Tarshish, and gold from Uphaz: it is 
the work &c. 

Tarshish...Upha:] See marg. ref. and 
Gen. x. 4. Possibly Uphaz was a place in 
the neighbourhood of the river Hyphasis. 

blue and purple] Both colours were purple, 
from dyes obtained from shellfish : but the 
former had a violet, the latter a red se 

11. This verse is (in the original) in Chal- 
dee. It was probably a proverbial saying, 
which Jeremiah inserts in its popular orm. 

12, discretion] Or, understanding. The 
three attributes ascribed to the Creator are 
very remarkable. The creation of the 
earth, the material world, is an act of 
power ; the establishing, i.e. the ordering and 
arranging it as a place fit for man’s abode, 
is the work of his wisdom ; while the spread- 
ing out the heavens over it like a tent is an 
act of understanding, or skill. Naturally, the 
consideration of these attributes hasled many 
to see here an allusion to the Holy Trinity. 

18. When &c.] i.c. the rushing downpour 
of rain follows immediately upon the 
thunder. he rest of the verse is identical 
with marg. ref. ; but probably the words 
belong to J eremiuh, the Pin being of com- 
paratively late date. 


9Gather up thy wares out of the land, O ‘inhabitant of the 


ch. 31. 35. 
g Ezek. 12.3. 
ch, 6. J. 


; In tho Chaldean language. © Or, is more Irutish than 


to knot. 
7 Heb. inhkubitress. 


— 


with rain] For the rain (Ps. exxxv, 7). 

14, in his knowledye} Rather, without 
knowledge ; zc. on om paring his power- 
less idols with the terrific grandeur of a 
tropical thunderstorm the man who can 
still worship them instead of the Creator is 
destitute of knowledge. ; 

every founder &c.] Or, every goldsmith is 
putto shame &c. He has exhausted his skill 
on what remains an image. 

15. Rather, They are canity, a work of 
mockery, deserving only ridicule and con- 


tempt 

16. The portion of Jacob 
He is not like gods made 
and goldsmith. 

of all things) Lit. of the all, the uni- 
verse, 

the rod of his inheritance] See Ps. Ixxiv. 
2; cp. Isai. lxiii. 17. The rod is the sceptre, 
and Israel the people over whom Jehovah 
especially rules. 

17. The prophet now returns to the main 
subject of his sermon, the conquest of 
Judea. 

thy wares] Rather, thy bundle, which 
could contain a few artivles for necessary 
use, and be carried in the hand. They are 
going into exile. 

O inhabitant of the fortress) i.c. thou that 
oe besieged, that inhabitest a besieged 

wn, 


i.e. Jehovah. 
y a carpenter 


feh. bo 
'Ps, 77. 10, 
™ Mic. 7.90, 
«ch. 4. 20. 
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18 fortress. For thus saith the Lorn, Behold, I will ‘sling out 
=. the inhabitants of the land at this once, and will distress them. 
19 ‘that they may find # se. !Woe is me for my hurt! my wound 
is grievous: but I said, 'Truly this is a gricf, and “I must 
20 bear it. "My tabernacle is spoiled, and all my cords are broken : 
my children are gone forth of mo, and they are not: there is 


none to stretch forth my tent any more, and to set up my 
21 curtains. For the pastors are become brutish, and haye not 
sought the Lorp: thereforo thoy shall not prosper, and all their 


22 flocks shall be scattered. 
and a grout commotion out of the “north country, to make the 
23 cities of Judah desolate, 
know that the tway of man ts not in himself: 7 7s not in man 
24 that walketh to direct his steps. 


och. 1, 15. 
ech. 9. 11. 
# Prov. 16.1, 
‘Ps. d. 1. 


Behold, the noise of the bruit is come, 
and a den of dragons. §O Lorn, I 


O LorD, “correct me, but with 


judgment; not in thine anger, lest thou ‘bring ine to nothing. 


* Ps, 79. 6. 
€ Job 18. 21. 
1 Thess. 4.5, 
sch, 3. 16. 


25 *Pour out thy fury upon the heathen ‘that know thee not, and 
upon the families that call not on thy name: for they have caten 
up Jacob, arid “devoured him, and consumed him, and haye 


inade his habitation desolate. 


Cuap. 11. THE word that came to Jeromiah from the Lorn, saying, 
2 4 Ilcar ye the words of this covenant, and speak unto the men, 


1 Heb. diminish me. 


18. sling out) A similar metaphor for vio- 
Jent ejection occurs in Isai. xxii. 18 (see note). 

at this once) Or, at this time. Previous 
invasions had ended either in deliverance, 
or at most in temporary misfortune, God's 
long-suffering is exhausted, and this time 
Judea muxt cease to be an independent 
nation. 

that then may find it so] Omit so, and ex- 
plain either (1) J will. distress them. with the 
rigours of a siege that they may feel it, 7.¢. 
the distress; or, (2) that they may find Me, 
God, that which alone is worth finding. 

19-25. The lamentation of the daughter 
of Zion, the Jewish Church, at the devasta- 
tion of the land, and her humble prayer to 
God for mercy. 

19. gricrous] Rather, mortal, z.e. fatal, 
incurable. 

a grief) Or, my grief. 

20. tabernacle] i.e. tent. Jerusalem la- 
ments that her tent is p-!undered, and her 
children carried into exile, and so are not, 
are dead (Matt. ii, 18), either absolutely, or 
dead to her in the remote land of their 
Captivity. They can aid the widowed 
mother no longer in pitching her tent, or in 
hanging up the curtains round about it. 

21. thercfore they shall not prosper} Rather, 
therefore they have not governed wisely. 
“The pastors,” fe. the kings and rulers (1i. 
8), having sunk to the condition of barba- 
rous and untutored men, could not govern 
wisely. 

22, The great commotion is the confused 
noise of the army on its march (see viii. 16). 

drayons} i.e. Jackals; see marg. ref. 

23. At the rumour of the enemy’s ap- 


proach Jeremiah utters in the name of the 
nation a supplication appropriate to men 
overtaken by the divine justice. 

24. with gudyment] In xxx. 11; xlvi. 28, 
the word ** judgment” (with a different 
preposition) is rendered in measure. ‘The 
contrast therefore is between punishmentin- 
flicted in anger, and that inflicted as a duty 
of justice, of which the object is the crimi- 
nal’s reformation. Jeremiah prays that 
God would punish Jacob so far only as 
would bring him to true repentance, but 
that he would pour forth his anger upon the 
heathen, as upon that which opposes itself 
to (rod (x, 25). 

XI, XII. The prophecy contained in 
these two chapters seems to belong to an 
early period of Jeremiah’s life. ‘he Cove- 
nant (7. 2) was that renewed by Josiah in 
his eighteenth year, after the discovery of 
the Book of the Law in the ‘Temple (2 K. 
xxiii, 3); while r. 13 apparently refers to 
the public establishment of idolatry by 
Manasseh (do. xxi. 3). ‘The people took no 
hearty part in Josiah’s reformation, and 
the prophet therefore sets before them the 
consequences that will inevitably follow 
upon their disloyalty to their Covenant- 
(iod. ‘Che prophecy was probably called 
forth by the conspiracy of the men of Judah 
and of his own relatives of Anathoth to 
murder Jeremiah (rr. 18-23; xii. 1-6); for 
such deeds, which but too well represented 
the nation’s whole course, punishment must 
come if unrepented of. 

XI. 2. the words of this corenant] The 
phrase used (2 K. xxiii. 3) to deseribe the 
contents of the Book of the Law. 
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3 of Judah, and to tho inhabitants of Jerusalem; and say thou 


unto them, Thus saith the Lorp God of Israel; ¢Cursed be the 
4 man that obeycth not the words of this covenant, which I com- 


@ Deut. 27. 
26. 
Gal. 3, 10, 


manded your fathers in the day that I brought them forth out 


of the land of Egypt, ’from the iron furnace, saying, “Obey my 
voice, and do thein, according to all which I command you: 5! 
5 so shall ye be my people, and I will be your God: that I may 
perform the “oath which I have sworn unto your fathers, to give 
them a land flowing with milk and honey, as #é is this day. 
6 ‘Then answered J, and said, 'So be it, O Lorp. 


¢ Lev. 26. 3, 
ch. 7. 23. 
¢ Deut. 7. 


Then the Lorp 


said unto me, Proclaim all these words in the cities of Judah, 
and in the streets of Jerusalem, saying, Hear ye the words of 


7 this covenant, ‘and do them. 


For I earnestly protested unto 
your fathers in the day thaé I brought them up out of the land 
of Egypt, even unto this day, /rising early and protesting, say- 

8 ing, Obey my voice. *%Yct thoy obeyed not, nor inclined their 
ear, but *walked overy one in the *imagination of their evil 


9 ch. 7. 25. 
% ch. 3. 17, 


heart: therefore I will bring upon them all the words of this 
covenant, which I commanded them to do; but they did them not. 


9 And the Lonrp said unto me, ‘A conspiracy 1s found among 
the men of Judah, and among the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
10 They are turned back tu ‘the iniquities of their forefathers, 
which refused to hear my words; and they went after other gods 


? Ezek. 23. 
93 


5. 
Hos, 6. 9. 
&® Ezek, 20, 
18, 


to serve them: tho house of Israel and the house of Judah have 
11 broken my covenant which I inado with their fathers. There- 
fore thus saith the Lorn, Behold, I will bring evil upon them, 


which they shall not be able “to escape; and ‘though they shall 
12 cry unto me, I will not hearken unto them. Then shall the 
cities of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem go, and ™cry unto 
the gods unto whom they offer incense: but they shall not save 
13 them at all in the time of their ‘trouble. 
number of thy “cities were thy gods, O Judah; and according 


ips, 18, 41, 
Isai. 1, 18. 

izek. 8. 18, 
Zech, 7. 13. 
wee Deut. 32. 
37, 38. 


"ch. 2. 28, 


For according to the 


to the number of the streets of Jerusalem have ye set up altars 
to that Sshameful thing, even altars to burn incense unto Baal. 


1 Heb. Amen, Deut. 27. 
15-26. 


~ 


4. from the iron furnace] Rather, out of 
the iron furnace, Egypt (see Deut. iv. 20). 
The constant reference to Deuteronomy 
shews how great had been the effect upon 
Ieremiah’s mind of the public recitation of 
the ‘‘ Book of the Covenant” found in the 
‘Temple. 

5. as it is this day] God had kept the terms 
of the Covenant. Whether the promised 
Jand would permanently remain the pro- 
perty of the 5 ews would depend upon their 
observance of their part of the Covenant. 

So be it, O Lorp) Or, Amen, Jehovah. 
The prophet was literally obeying the com- 
aang given in Deut. xxvii. 14-26, and the 
same word should be kept in both oe 

6. Proclain &c.] Probably Jeremiah 
accompanied Josiah in his progress (2 IC. 
xxiii, 15-20), and Beeler read to 
the people the words of the newly-found 


ook. 
8, I will bring] Rather, I have brought. 


2 Or, stubbornness, 
3 Iieb, to go forth of. 


4 Heb, ceil. 
5 Heb. shume, ch. 3. 24. 
Hos. 9. 10. 


The Ineach of the Covenant upon their part 
had always brought temporal -calamity. 
The last exawples were the deportation of 
the ten tribes by Salmanezer, and the 
leading of Manasseh prisoner to Babylon in 
chains (2 Chr. xxxiii. 11). 

9. A conspiracy) The defectien from the 
Covenant was as general as if it had beer the 
result of preconcerted arrangement. ‘The 
decided course taken by Josiah may, how- 
ever, have led the opposite party to secret 
combinations against him. 

10. their forefathers] Lit. their fathers, the 


Jirst ones; in allusion to the idolatries com- 


mitted in the wilderness, and by the gene- 
rations whose history is given in the Book 
of Judges. 
and they went after) Rather, yea! they have 
walked «ufter ather yous to serve them. The 
they refers to the men of Jeremiah’s day. 
ll. J wilt bring} Or, am bringing. 
18. that shamerul thing] ie. Baal; 


a 
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° Ex. 32. 10. 
ch. 7. 16. 
1 John 5. 16, 


17 it are broken. 
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14 Therefore *pray not thou for this people, neither lift up a ery 
or prayer for them: for I will not hear then in the time that 
15 they cry unto me for their 'trouble. 9”? What hath my beloved 
to do in mince house, seeing she hath ¢wrought lewdness with 
many, and ‘the holy flesh is passed from thee? *when thou 
16 doest evil, then thou *rejoicest. 
green olive tree, fair, and of goodly fruit: with the noise of a 
great tumult he hath kindled fire upon it, and the branches of 
Yor the Lorn of hosts, “that planted thee, hath 
pronounced evil against thee, for the evil of the house of Isracl 


The LonD called thy name, §A 


and of the house of Judah, which they have done aguinst them- 
selyes to provoke me to anger in offering incense unto Baal, 
18 (And the Lorp hath given ino knowledge of it, aud I know 7: 


19 then thou shewedst me their doings. 


But [ aes like a lamb or 


an ox that is brought to the slaughter; and 1 knew not that 


ch, 18, 18. 

v Ps, 83. 4. 

® Ps, 27. 13. 
20 bereil. 


41Sam.16.7. 
Ps, 7. 9. 

eh. 17, 10. 
Rav. 2. 23. 
bch. 12. 5. 
€ Isai. 30. 10, 
Amos 2. 12, 
Mic. 2. 0. 


“they had devised devices against me, seying, Let us destroy 
‘tho tree with the fruit thereof, ¥and let us cut him off from 
‘the lund of the living, that his namo inay be no more remem- 
But, O Lorp of hosts, that judgest righteously, that 
“tricst the reins and the heart, let me sce thy vengeance on 
21 them: for unto thee have I revealed my cause. 
thus saith the Lorp of the men of Anathoth, 'that scck thy 
life, saying, ‘Prophesy not in the name of the Lorn, that thou 
22 die not by our hand: Therefore thus saith the Lorp of hosts, 
Behold, I will ‘punish them: the young men shall dio by the 


q| Therefore 


sword ; their sons and their daughters shall die by famine: and 
23 there shall be no remnant of them: for I will bring evil upon 


€ ch. 23. 12. 
Luke 19. bf. 


@ Ps, 61, 4. 
1 Heb. en'?. 


2 Heb. What is to sy be- 
loved in my house. 


public establishment of idolatry, such as 
actually took place in the reign of Manasseh 
(2 Chr. xxxiii. 3. Contrast 2 KC xviii. 4). 

14-17. A parenthesis. As in vii. 16, all 
intercession is forbidden, and for this reason. 
Prayer for others for the forgiveness of 
their sins avails only when they also pray. 
The cry of the people now was that of the 
guilty smarting under punishment, not of 
the penitent mourning over sin. 

16, This passage, like Isai. i. 12, rebukes 
the inconsistency of Judah’s public worship 
of Jehovah with their private immorality 
and preference for idolatry. Translate ; 
What hath My beloved in My house to practise 
guile there? The great men and the holy jicsh 
(i.e. the sacrifices) shall pass away from thee. 

16. The good! yor shapely fruit, signifies the 
righteousness and faith which ought to have 
been the result of Israel’s possession of 
extraordinary privileges. The tree did not 
bear this fruit, and God now destroys it by 
a thunderstorm. 

18. Rather, gave me knowledge of it, and 
J knew it. Jeremiah shews (rv. 18-23), 
that the general conspiracy of the people 


3 Or, when thy evil is, 
* Heb. the stulk with his 


the men of Anathoth, even “the year of their visitation. 


Cuar. 12, RIGHTEOUS art thou, O Lorp, when I plead with 


bread, 
5 Heb. visit upon. 


against Jehovah and the special plot against 
himself was revealed to him by God. 

19. tthe a lam’ or an ox) Rather, like a 
tame Jam), Jeremiah had lived at Ana- 
thoth as one of the family, never suspecting 
that, like a tame lamb, the time would 
come for him to be killed. 

the tree with the frnit thereof] The words 
are those of a proverb or dark saying. All 
the Churches agree in understanding that 
under the person of Jeremiah these things 
are said by Christ. 

22. the youny men] i.c. those of the legal 
age for military service. 

28. no remnant] 128 men of Anathoth 
returned from exile (Ezra ii, 23; Neh. 
vii.27). Jeremiah’s denunciation was limited 
to those who had sought his life. ‘The year 
of their visitation would he the vear of the 
siege of Jerusalem, when Anathoth being 
in its immediate vicinity would have its 
share of the horrors of war. 

XII. Some divide this chapter into three 
extracts (zv. 1-6, 7-13, 14-17) from dis- 
courses of Jeremiah not preserved at length ; 
others regard it as a connected discourse 
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thee: vet Iet me talk with thee of thy judgments: » Wherefore 
doth the way of the wicked prosper 2 wherefore are all they 
2 happy that deal very treacherously ? Thou hast planted them, 
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& Joh 12. 6. 
ch. 5. 28. 
Hoh, I, 4. 
Mal. 3. 15. 


yeu, they have taken root: *they grow, yea, they bring forth 


fruit: ‘thou art near in their mouth, and far from their reins. 
3 But thou, O Lorp, ¢knowest me: thou hast seen me, and 
tried mine heart *toward thee: pull them out like sheep for the 
+ slaughter, and prepare them for /the day of slaughter. Tlow 
long shall ¢the land mourn, and tho herbs of every ficld wither, 
‘for the wickedness cf them that dwell therein ? ‘the beasts are 
consumed, and the birds; because they suid, He shall not seo 


¢ Tsai. 29.13. 


teh. 4. 2. 


Sour last end. Qf thou hast run with the footmen, and they 
have wearied thee, then how canst thou contend with horses ? 
and 7/' in the land of peace, wherein thou trustedst, they wearird 


G6 thee, then how wilt thou do in ‘tho swelling of Jordan? For 
even ‘thy brethron, and tho house of thy father, even they have 
dealt treacherously with theo; yea, ‘they have called a multi- 
tude after thee: “believe them not, though they speak ‘fair 


words unto thee. 


' Or, let me reason the case 
with thee. 


2 Heb. they go on. Sully. 


occasioned by a drought in the days of 
Josiah (cp. 1. 4); others see in the ‘evil 
neighbours ” (v. 14), an allusion to the bands 
of Syrians &c., who infested the land after 
Jehoiakimn’s revolt from Nebuchadnezzar. 
More probably the outburst of expostula- 
tion (rr. 1-4) was occasioned by the plot of 
the men of Anathoth, and upon it the rest 
follows naturally. 

1. yet let me talk &e.] Rather, yet will I 
speak with thee on a matter of right. 
‘this sense is well given in the maryin. 
The prophet acknowledges the general 
righteousness of God’s dealings, but cannot 
reconcile with it the prosperity of the con- 
spirators of Anathoth. This difficulty was 
often present to the minds of the saints of 
the Ohl ‘lestament, see Job xxi. 7 &e. ; 
Pas. xxxvii., xxiii. 

happy] Rather, secure, tranquil. 

Q. their veins| i.e. their heart. ‘The reins 
were regarded by the Jews as the seat of 
the affections. 

8. thow hast seen me &c.] Rather, Thou 
scest me and triest mine heart at all times, 
and knowest the sincerity of its devotion 
toward Thee. 

pull then out] The original is rsed (x. 20) 
of the rending asunder of the cords of the 
tent, and (lizek. xvii. 9) of the tearing up 
of roots. Jeremiah does not doubt God's 
justice, or the ultimate punishment of the 
wicked, but he wants it administered in a 
eee , 

repre] Lit. sanctify, te. devote. 

4 ‘The Hebrew divides this verse dif- 
ferently. How long shall the land mourn, 
and the herb of the whole field wither? Be- 
c2use of the wickedness of thene that dwell 


3 Heb. with thee. 
4 Or, they cried after thee 


& Josh. 2.15. 
1 Chr, 12.15. 
'ch. 2. 4 


m Prov, 26. 


8 Heb. geod things. 


therein cattle and fow! have ceased to be: 
for he will not see, say they, our latter enc. 
The people mock the prophet, saying, In 
ve of all his threatenings we shall outlive 
him, 

Jeremiah complained thatatatime of great 
general misery powerful men throve upon 
the ruin of others ; even the innocent cattle 
and fowl suffered with the rest. ‘To him it 
seeined that all thiymight have been cured 
by some signal display of Divine justice. 
If God, instead of dealing with men by 
general and slow-working Jaws, would tear 
out some of the worst offenders fron: amony 
the rest, the land might yet be saved. 

5, 6. Jehovah rebukes Jeremiaivs impa- 
tience, showing him by two proverbial 
sayings, that there were still greater trials 
of faith in store for him. Prosperous 
wickedness is after all a mere ordinary trial, 
a mere “running with the footmen;” he 
will have. to exert far greater powers of 
endurance. 

and if in the land &c.) Rather, and ia a 
Jand of peace thou art secure ; bat how wilt 
thou do amid the pride of Jordan? if thou 
canst feel safe only where things are tran- 

uil, what wilt theu do in the hour of 

danger? The pride of Jordan is taken 
to mean the luxuriant thickets along its 
banks, famous as the haunt of lions (ep. xlix. 
19, 1. 44; Zech. xi. 3). What will the 
prophet do when he has to tread the tangled 
maze of a jungle with the lions rearing 
round him ? 

6. called a multitude) Rather, called 
aloud. Cp. iv. 5. In all this Jeremiah 
was the type of Christ (cp. Zech. xiii. 63 
Mark iii. 21; John vii. 5). 
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7 I have forsaken mine house, I have left mine her : 


I have given ‘the dearly beloved of my soul into the hand o: 


8 her enemies. 


Mine heritage is unto me as a lion in the forest ; 


9it *3crieth out against me: therefore have I hated it. Mine 
heritage is unto me as a ‘speckled bird, the birds round 


nbout are against her; 
* Tsni. 56. 9. 
ch. 7, 33, 
och, G3, 
P Isai. 6. 1, 
7 Jani. 63. 18, 


ver. 4. 
# Isai. 42, 25. 


10 the field, **come to devour. 
Piny vineyard, they have ‘trodden my portion under foot, they 
11 have made my ‘pleasant portion a desolate wilderness. 
have made it desolate, and being desolate Tit mourneth unto me; 
the whole land is made desolate, because ‘no man layeth 7é to 


come ye, assemble all the beasts of 
{funy °pastors have destroyed 


They 


12 heart. The spoilers are come upon all high places through the 
wilderness: for the sword of the Lorp shall devour from the 
one end of the land even to the other end of the land: no flesh 


' Lev. 26. 16, 
Mic. . 15, 
Hag. 1. 6. 


13 shall have peace. 


14 
* Zech. 2. 8. 


= Deut. 30. 3. 
ch, 32. 37. 

# Ezek. 28. 
25. 


* Amos®9. 14. 


‘They have sown wheat, but shall reap 
thorns: they have put themselves to pain, bué shall not profit: 
and ‘they shall be ashamed of your revenues because of the 
fierce anger of the Lorp. 


Thus saith the Lorp aguinst all mine evil neighbours, that 
“touch the inheritance which I have caused my people Israel to 
inherit; Behold, I will *pluck them out of their land, and pluck 
15 out the house of Judah from among them. ¥And it shall come 
to pass, after that I have plucked them out I will return, cnd 
have compassion on them, ‘and will brin 


them again, every 


16 man to his heritage, and every man to his land. And it shall 
come to pass, if they will diligently learn the ways of my people, 


) Heb. the love. 
2 Or, yelleth. 


3 Heb. giceth out his voice. 
4 Or, taloned, 


6 Heb. portion of desire. 
7 Or, ye. 


5 Or, cause them to come, 


7-9. Jehovah shews that the downfall of 
the nation was occasioned by no want of 
love on His part, but by the nation’sconduct, 

lef} More correctly, cast a vay. 

8. Judah has not merely refused obedi- 
ence, but become intractable and fierce, 
like an untamed lion. It has roared against 
God with open blasphemy. As His favour 
is life, so is His hatred death, i.c. Jeru- 
salem’s punishment shall be as if inflicted 
by one that hated her. 

9. Rather, Js My heritage unto Me as a 
speckled bird? Arc the birds upon her round 
about? Come, assemble all the Wild beasts: 
bring them fo devour her. By a speckled or 

varti-coloured bird is probably meant some 
lind of vulture. 

10, Nebuchadnezzar and his confederate 
kings trampled Judah under foot, as 
heedless of the ruin they were inflicting as 
the shepherds would be who led their flocks 
to browse in spring upon the tender shoots 
of the vine. 

11, desolate] The force of the protest lies 
in this word. Thrice the prophet uses it. 

layeth it to heart] Rather, laid it to 
heart. The desolate land must put up its 
silent cry to God, because the people had 
refused to see the signs of the coming retri- 
bution. 

12. through] in. Even these remote 


scaurs do not escape, polluted as they had 
been by the nation’s idolatries, 

shall devour] Or, devoureth. These hosts 
of war come as Jehovah's sword. 

no flesh shall have ce] Flesh in Gen, 
vi. 3 means mankind as sinners; here, 
Judah. Peace in Hebrew has the wider 
signification of welfare, happiness. Hence 
their salutation in life was, ‘‘ Peace be to 
thee,” and in death ‘In Peace” was 
engraved upon their sepulchres. 

13. shall reap...shall not profit] Rather, have 
reaped...have profited nothing. ‘The force 
of the proverb is that all their lsbours had 
ended only in disappointment. 

and they shalt he ashamed of your rerenucs] 
Or, yea, be ashamed of your produce—the 
produce of the fields, 

14, The prophet addresses the grea 

evil neighbours] The Syrians, Edomites, 
Moabites, Ammonites, and Philistines, 
who at all times took advantage of Judah's 
weakness. The special mercy to Judah 
was the prelude to mercy to the whole 
Gentile world. 

16. ‘The accomplishment of this blessing 
depends upon both Judah and the Gentiles 
reversing their past conduct. ‘Then shall 
the believing Gentile be admitted within 
the fold of the true, because spiritual, 
Israel—Christ’s Church. 
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“to swear by my name, The Lorp liveth; as they taught my 
people to swear by Baal; then shall they be “built in the midst 

17 of my people. But if they will not ‘obey, I will utterly pluck 
up and destroy that nation, saith the Lorp. 


Cxar. 13, THUS saith the Lorp unto me, Go and get theo a linen 
2 girdle, and put if upon thy loins, and put it not in water. So I 
got a girdle according to the word of the Lorp, and put i on 
3iny loins. (And the word of the Lorp came unto me tho 
+ second time, saying, Tako the girdle that thou hast got, which 
7s upon thy loins, nnd arise, go to Euphrates, and hide it there 
5 ina hole of the rock. So I went, and hid it by Euphrates, as 
Gthe Lorp commanded me. And it came to pass after many 
days, that the Lorn said unto me, Arise, go to Euphrates, and 
tuko the girdle from thence, which I commanded theo to hide 
7 there. Then I went to Euphrates, and digged, and took tho 
girdle from the place where I had hid it: and, behold, the girdle 
8 was marred, it was profitable for nothing. ‘Then the word 
9 of the LorD came unto me, saying, Thus saith the Lorn, 
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@ ch. 4, 2. 

b Eph. 2. 20. 
1 Pet. 2. 5. 
¢ Isai. 60. 12. 


q After this manner “will I mar the pride of Judah, and the 


« Lev. 26.19. 


10 great pride of Jerusalem. Thisevil people, which refuse to hear 


my words, which “walk in the !imagination of their heart, and 
walk after other gods, to serve them, and to worship them, shall 
11 even be as this girdle, which is good for nothing. Tor as tho 


bch. 9. 14. 


girdle cleaveth to the loins of a man, so have I caused to cleave 
unto ine the whole house of Israel and the whole house of 


Judah, saith the Lorp; that ‘they might be unto me for a 
people, and “for a naine, and for a praise, and for a glory: but 
Therefore thou shalt speak unto them 


12 they would not hear. 


¢ ix, 19. 5, 
« ch, 33. 9, 


this word; Thus saith the Lorn God of Israel, 4 Every bottle 
shall be filled with wine: and they shall say unto thee, Do we 
not certainly know that every bottle shall be filled with wine ? 
13 Then shalt thou say unto them, Thus saith the LonD, Behold, 


2 Or, stubbornness. 


XIII. The date of this prophecy is fixed 
by the mention of the queen-mother (c. 18) 
i.c. Nehushta, the mother of Jehoiachin. 
We have in it one of those symbolical acts 
by which great lessons were taught the 
people more impressively than by words 
after the burning of the roll in the fourth 

ear of Jehoiakim Jeremiah disappeared 
Se Jerusalem, and di:t not shew himself 
there again for seven years. In the last few 
mournful days of Jehoinkim, he was once 
again seen in the streets of Jerusalem, with 
his prophetic robe.of black camel’s hair yirt 
about with this girdle, mildewed and water- 
stained as the symbol of the Tuatle estate 
of a nation which had rejected itsGod. His 

lace of refuge may have been near the 

uphrates. Many such acts alleged to have 
been performed by the prophets may have 
been allegories, but this we believe to have 
been literally true. 

1. @ Tinen ginie| The appointed dress of 
the priestly order (Lev. xvi. 4 &c.). 

put it not in water] i.e. do not wash it, 


and so let it represent the deep-grained 
pollution of the people. 

4. in a hole of the rock] Ia a cleft of the 
vork, As there are no fissured rocks in 
Babylonia, the place where Jeremiah hid 
the girdle must have been somewhere in the 
upper part of the river. 

6. many days] The seventy years’ Cap- 
tivity. 

10. This verse limits the application of 
the symbol. Only the ungodly and the 
idolatrous part of the people decayed at 
Babylon, The religious portion was strength- 
ened and invigorated by the exile (xxiv. 

11. The reason why the girdle was chosen 
as the symbol. Similarly Israel was the 
people chosen and set apart that in and by 
them the Holy Ghost might work for the 
salvation of mankind, 

12. Lottie] jar, the “potter's vessel” of 
Tsai. xxx. 14: a new symbol, but with the 
same meaning, the approaching destruction 
of Jerusalem (v. 14). 


184 JEREMIAH. XIII 
I will fill all the inhabitants of this land, even the kings that 
sit upon David’s throne, and the priests, and the prophets, and all 


¢Issi. 51.17, 14 the inhabitants of Jerusalem, ‘with drunkenness. And /I will 


per iar ty dash them 'one against another, even the fathers and tho sons 
1 Ps. 2.9. together, saith the Lorp: I will not pity, nor spare, no: havo 


° 


15 mercy, * but destroy them. Hear yo, and givo ear; be not 
16 proud: for the Lorn hath spoken. 9%Give glory to the Lorp 
your God, before he cause “darkness, and before your fect 


9 Josh. 7.19. 
& Isai. &. 30, 


fea Se stumble upon the dark mountains, and, while yo ‘look for light, 
k Ps, 44, 10. he turn it into ‘the shadow of death, and mako tt gross dark- 

17 ness, But if ye will not hear it, my soul shall weep in secret 
tech. 9.1 places for your pride; and 'mine eye shall weep sore, and run 
args down with tears, because the Lorn’s flock is carried away cap- 


18 tive. 4 Say unto “the king and to the queon, Humble your- 
selyes, sit down: for your ‘principalities shall come down, even 
19 the crown of your glory. Tho cities of the south shall be shut 
up, and none shall open them: Judah shall be carried away 
20 captive all of it, it shall bo wholly carricd away captive. Lift 
up your eyes, and behold them "that come froin the north: 
where 7s the flock thaé was given thee, thy beautiful flock ? 
21 What wilt thou say when he shall ‘punish theo? for thou hast 
taught them fo be captains, und as chicf over thee: shall not 


2 Kin. 24, 12, 
ch, 22. 26. 


® ch. 6. 22. 


¢ch.6.2h 22 4¢sorrows take thee, as a woman in travail? And if thou say 
» ch, 6. 19. in thine heart, » Wherefore como these things upon me? For 
gaia 17 the greatness of thine iniquity aro ¢thy skirts discovered, and 
Ezek. 1U 

37, 33, 39 1 fleb, a man against his 2 Heb. from destroying 3 Or, head tires. 

Nah. 3. 5. brother. thea. * Heb. visit npon. 


13. the kings Ke.) i.e. his successors in 
general. In the fallof Jerusalem four kings 
in succession Were crushed. 

14. All orders and degrees of men in the 
state would be broken in indiscriminate 
destruction. 

15. be not provd) Both the symbols were 
of a nature very humiliating to the national 
aa tan ba 

16, the dark mountains] Rather, the moun- 
teins of twilight. Judah is not walking 
upon the safe highway, but upon dangerous 
mountains: and the dusk is closing round 
her. While then the light still serves let 
her return unto her God. 

and, while ye look &c.] Translate, and 
yt weit for light, and He turn it (the light) 
tnta the shadow of death, yea change tt into 
clouded. darkness. 

17. the Loxp’s flock] The people carried 
away captive wita Jeconiah formed the Jew- 
ish Church, as we are expressly told, whereas 
Zedekiah and the people of Jerusalem pos- 
sessed only the externals of the Church and 
not its reality. It is for this reason that the 
seventy years’ exile counts from Jeconiah’s 
captivity. 

8. the queen] i.e. the queen-mother : the 
word siznifies literally the great lady. 
‘he king’s mother took precedence of his 
wives. 

sit down] The usual position of slaves. 

Jor your principalities &c.] Rather, for the 


ornaments of your heads, eren the crow of 
your majesty, shall. come down. 

19. shall be shut up] Rather, aro shut up, 
and no man openeth them. ‘The cities of the 
Negeb, the southern district of Jrdah, are 
blockaded, with no one to raise the sieve. 
The Captivity was the inevitable result of 
the capture of the fortified towns. Anarmy 
entering from the North would march along 
the Shefélah, or fertile plain near the sea- 
coast, and would capture the outlying cities, 
before it attackel Jerusalem, almost inac- 
cessible among the mountains. 

Judah shult be...) Translate, Judah is.... 

20. Jerusalem is asked where the cities, 
which once lay yrouped round her, like a 
goodly flock of sheep, are gone? ‘The ques- 
tion implies blame. 

21. ‘Translate, What wilt thou say, O Jeru- 
ralem, when He. Jehovah, shall set over thec 
for head those whom thou hast taught to be 
“ bosom friendst The foreign powers, 
whose friendship she has been cuurting, 
will become her tyrants, 

22. made bare) Rather, iUl-used, treated 
with riolence. ‘The long flowing rubes worn 
by ladies of rank, are to be laid aside, that 
they might do menial work, bare-legyed, like 
slaves. ‘I'he ill-usage to the heels is the 
having to tramp barefoot, a thing very pain- 
ful to women accustomed to the seclusion of 
the female apartments. 


JEREMIAH. XIII. XIV. 


23 thy heels made bare. {Can tho Ethiopian change his skin, or 
the leopard his spots? then may ye also do good, that are ?ac- 

24 customed to do evil. ‘Therefore will I scatter them "as the 

25 stubble that passcth away by the wind of the wilderness. ‘This 
is thy lot, the portion of thy measures from me, saith the Lorn; 
becauso thou hast forgotten me, and trusted in ‘falsehood. 

26 Therefore “will I discover thy skirts upon thy face, that thy 

27 shame may appear. I havo seen thine adulteries, and thy 
*neighings, the lewdness of thy whoredom, and thine abomina- 
tions Yon the hills in the ficlds. Woe unto thee, O Jerusalem! 
wilt thou not be made clean? *when shall it once Le ? 


Cap. 14. THE word of the Lorn that came to Jeremiah concern- 
Ying ‘the dearth, JJudah mourneth, and “the gates thereof 
languish; they are “black unto the ground; and ‘the cry of 

3 Jerusalem is gonc up. And their nobles have sent their little 
ones to the waters: they came to the pits, «vd found no water ; 
they returned with their vessels empty; they were ¢ashamed 

4 and confounded, ¢and covered their heads. Because the ground 
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r pg, 1. 4, 
Hog, 13. 3. 
* Job 20. 29. 
Ps. 11. 6. 

t ch, 10. 14. 
«Tam. 1. 8. 
Baek, 23. 29, 
Hos, 2. 10. 
* ch. 5. 8. 

y Isai 65. 7, 
ch, 2.20, 
Ezek. 6. 13, 


" Jsni. 3. 26. 
beh. 8.2). 

¢ Sev 

1 Sam. 6.12. 
ad Pg, 40. 14. 
¢2 Sam. 15. 
30. 


is chapt, for thero was no rain in th 


5 ashamed, thoy covered their heads. 


G in the ficld, and forsook it, because there was no grass. 
/the wild asses did stand in the high places, they snuffed up the 
wind liko dragons ; their cyes did fail, because there wes no grass. 

74 O Lorn, though our iniquities testify against us, do thou it 9 for 


oe carth, the plowmen were 
Yea, the hind also calved 


And 
Sch. 2. 2h 


9 Ps, 25, 11. 


thy namo’s sake: for our backslidings are many; we have sinned 


1 Or, shall be violently taken ? Heb. tanght. 
acuy. 


23. This verse answers the question, May 
not Judah avert this calamity by repen- 
tanco? No: because her sins are tov in- 
veterate. By the Ethiopian (Heb. Cushite) 
is meant not the Cushite of Arabia but of 
Africa, i.e. the negro. 

24. stubble] Broken straw separated from 
the wheat after the corn had been trampled 
out by the oxen. Sometimes it was burnt 
as useless; at other times left to be blown 
sway by the wind from the desert. 

26. the portion of thy measures] i.e. thy 
measured portion (Jub xi. 9). Others render, 
the portion of thy lap, the upper garment 
being constantly used for holding things 
(Ruth iii. 15). 

in falschoot] i.e, in idols (see marg. ref.). 

26. Therefore will I] Lit. And I also; I 
also must have my turn, I too must retali- 
ate. Cp. Nahum iii. 5. 

27. and thine abominations] Even thy 
abominations. The prophet sums up the 
three charges against Judah, viz. spiritual 
adultery, inordinate eagerness after idolatry 
(see on v. 7 note), and shameless participa- 
tion in heathen orgies. 

in the fields] in the field, the open, unin- 
closed country (see vi. 25, xii. 4). 

wilt thou not...once be 4) Or, how long yet 
ere thou be made clean / These words explain 
the teaching of 7. 23. Repentance was not 
an actual, but @ moral impossibility, and 


3 Heb. after when yet? 


4HWeb. the words of the 
dearths, or, restraints, 


after a long time Judah was to he cleansed, 
Is was to return from exile penitent and 
forgiven. 

XIV., XV. The occasion of this pro- 
phecy was a drought, the terrible etfects of 
which are described with much force, Pro- 
bably, therefore, it belongs to the early 
years of Jehoiakim, when Jeremiah saw all 
the efforts of Josiah’s reign utterly frust- 
rated. 

XIV. 1. thedearth] Really, the drought. 

2. they are Wack unto the ground) ‘Lhe 
people assembled at the yates, the usual 
places of concourse, are in deep mourning 
and sit humbly on the ground. 

8. little ones] mean ones, the common 

ople. The word is peculiar to Jeremiah 
Pelvii. 4). 


the pita] i.e. tanks for holding water. 

covered their heads] ‘The sign of grief. 

4. is chapt] Rather, is dismayed. The 
ground ig used metaphorically for the people 
who till the ground. 

in the eurth] i.e. in the land. 

G6. like dragons] Like jackals (ix. 11). 

no grass] The keen sight of the wild assis 
well known, but they look around in vain 
for herb. 

7. do thou it] Rather, deal thou, act thou 
for Thy Name's sake, i.e. not according to the 
strict measure of right and wrong, but as a 
Grod merciful and gracious. 


186 


4ch.17.13. 8 against thee. 


JEREMIAH. XIV. 


kO the hope of Israel, the saviour thereof in time 
of trouble, why shouldest thou be as a stranger in the land, and 


as a wayfaring man that turneth aside to tarry for a night’ 


9 Why shouldest thou be as a man astonied, as 2 
ithat cannot save ? yet thou, O Lorv, ‘art in the midst of us, 
10 and 'we are called by thy name; leave us not. 
the Lorp unto this people, ‘Thus have they loved to wander, 
they have not refrained their fect, therefore the LorD doth not 
accept them; “he will now romember their iniquity, and visit 
q Then said the Lorp unto me, " Pray not for this 
°When they fast, I will not hear their 
cry; and ?when they offer burnt offering and an oblation, I will 
not aceept them: but 7I will consume them by the sword, and 
13 by the famine, and by the pestilence. 
Gop! behold, the prophets say unto them, Ye shall not see the 
sword, neither shall ve have famine; but I will give vou ?assured 
14 peace in this place. YJ ‘Then the Lorn said unto me, * The prophets 
prophesy lies in my name: §T sent them not, neither have I com- 
manded them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you 


‘Tsai, 59. 1. 
‘Ex, 29, -45. 
Lev. 26. 11. 
‘ See ch. 2, 

23, 24, 25. 


” Hos, 8. 
13. £9. 9. 
Px, 32, 10. 
ch, 7. 16. 

° Trai, 1,15, 
eb. 11021. 
Mic. 3. 4. 
ch. 6, 20, 
& 7. 21, 22. 
ach. 9. 16. 
? ch, 4.10, 
#ch, 27, 30, 


toch, 23. 21, 
& 27, 15. 


11 their sins. 
12 people for their good. 


mighty man 


q Thus saith 


q "Then said I, Ah, Lord 


v false vision and divination, and a thing of nought, and the de- 
15 ceit of their heart. Therefore thus saith the Lorp concerning 
the prophets that prophesy in my name, and I sent them not, 


% ch. 6. 12. 


“yet they say, Sword and famine shall not be in this land; By 


16 sword and fanine shall those prophets be conswned. And tho 
people to whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of 


= Pg, 79, 3. 


Jerusalem becuse of the famine ind the sword; 7and they shall 


have none to bury them, them, their wives, nor their sons, nor 
their daughters: for I will pour their wickedness upon them. 


ych. 1, 
Lum. 1, 16, 


sch. & 21, 


t Heb. thy name ia called upon us, Dan. 9. 18, 19. 


17 ¥ Therefore thou shalt say this word unto thei ; ¥ Let rine eyes 
run down with tears night and diy, and let them not cease: 
*for the virgin daughter of my people is broken with a great 


2 Heb. peace of truth. 


9. astonied] The word may possibly mean 
one who ts taken by surprise and loses his 
presence of wind. 

10. ‘The answer is addressed to the people. 
Jeremiah had prayed as their representa- 
tive, but he must net intercede: for to the 
same deyvree that God was determined to 
punish them, to the same degree (‘thus ”) 
they love to continue their offence.” Cp. 
xv. 6 note. 

therefore the Lonn...] Translate : 


And Jehovah hath no pleasure in them : 
Now will He remember their iniquity and 
visit their sins. 


Interference in their behalf is out of the 
question. 

12. theiy ery] i.e. prayer offered aloud. 

oblution] A meat-offering (Lev. ii. 1). 

the sword, famine, and pestilence] The two 
latter ever follow upon the track of the first 
(Ezek. v. 12), and by these God will consume 
them, yet so as to leavea remnant. ‘The chas- 
tisement, which crushes these who harden 
themselves against it, purities the penitent. 

13. The false prophets in Jeremiah’s days 
were co numerous and influential as to 


counteract and almost nullify the influence 
of the true prophet. We find in Isaiah the 
first indications of the internal decay of the 
prophetic order ; and Micah, his contempo- 
rary, denounces the false prophets in the 
strongest terms (Micah iii. 5,11). For the 
secret of their power see v. 31. 

14. divination] i.e. conjuring, the abuse of 
the less understood powers of nature. It was 
strictly forbidden toall Jews (Deut. xviii. 19). 

a thing of nought] Probably a sinall idol 
made of the more precious metals (Isai. ii. 
20). ‘Lhese methods the prophet declares to 
he the dervit of their heart, ic. not self-deceit, 
but a wilful and intentional fraud. 

16. J will pour &e.] 7c. their wickedness 
shall be brought home to them. 

17. A message from God to the effect that 
the calamity would be so overwhelming as 
to cause perpetual weeping ; it is set before 
the people under the representation of Jere- 
miah’s own sorrow, 

the virgin daughter of my people] The epi- 
thet testifies to God’s previous care of 
Judah. She had been as jealously guarded 
from other nations as virgins are in an 
oriental household (cp. Song of Sel. iv. 12), 


JEREMIAH. XIV. XV. 

18 breach, with a very grievous blow. IfI go forth into “the field, 
then behold the slain with the sword! and if I enter into the 
city, then behold them that are sick with famine: yea, both tho 
prophet and the priest'go about into a land that they know 

19 not. %Hast thou utterly rejected Judah? hath thy soul lothed 
Yion 2? why hast thou smitten us, and there is no healing for 
us? “we looked for peace, and there ts no good; and for tho 

20 time of healing, and behold trouble! We acknowledge, O Lop, 
our wickedness, «nd tho iniquity of our fathers: for ‘wo have 

21 sinned against thee. Do not abhor us, for thy name’s sake, lo 
not disgrace the throne of thy glory : /remember, break not thy 

92 covenant with us. %Are there avy among *the vanities of the 
Gentiles that can cause rain’ or can the heavens give showers ? 
‘art not thou he, O Lorp, our God ? therefore we will wait upon 
thee: for thou hast made all these things. 

Cuap.15. THEN said the Lorp untome,“Though’Mosesand ‘Samuel 
stood before me, yet my mind could not be toward this people : 
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a Ezek. 7.13. 


’ Lam. 5, 22. 
ech. 15, 18. 
ch, 8. 13. 


¢ Ps, 1068. 6. 
Dan. 9, 3. 
SPs. 74. 2. 
# Zech. 10. 
» 

* Deut. 32, 
21. 

PPPs, 135. 7. 
Trai. 30. 23. 


2 cast them out of my sight, and let them go forth. And it shall tk 


come to pass, if they say unto theo, Whither shall we go forth ? 
thon thou shalt tell thei, Thus saith the Lorn; “Such as «re for 
death, to death; and such as are for the sword, to the sword ; 
and such as are for the fumine, to tho famine; and such as are 
3for the captivity, to tho captivity. And TI will eappoint over 
them four?kinds, saith the Lorp: the sword to slay, and the 
dogs to tear, and / the fowls of the heaven, and the beasts of the 
4 carth, to devour and destroy. And *I will cause them to be 
Jyomorved into all kingdoins of tho earth, because of 4Manassch 
tho son of Hozckiah king of Judah, for that which he did in Jeru- 
ssalom. f For ‘who shall have pity upon thee, O Jerusalem ? or 
who shall bemoan thee’ or who shall go aside ‘to ask how thou 
G doest? *'Thou hast forsaken mo, saith the Lorn, thou art Toone 
backward: thereforo will I strotch out my hand against thee, 


v Ex. 32. 11, 
Ps. 90. G. 
¢} Sam. 7.9, 
ch, 43. 11, 
Ezek. 5, 2. 
Zech. 11. 9. 
e Lev. 20. 
16, Ke, 

f Deut. 28. 
26, 

en. 7. 383. 

¥ Dent. 23, 
». 


25, 

Ezek, 23. 
42 Kin. 21. 
11, &e. 

€ Isai. 5). 19, 
w ch. Z:. 13, 
fch. 7. 24. 


1 Or, make merchandise 


ugebiad @ end, aud men al, 
2 Heb. fumities, 


acknowledge it not, ch, 5. 


3 Heb, FI sill give them for 
a removing. 
* Heb. fo axk of thy peace? 


a SS 0 


19-22. A second (cp. vr. 7-9) earnest in- 
tercession, acknowledging the wickedness of 
the nation, but appealing to the Covenant 
and to Gad’s Almighty power. 

lothed] More exactly, hath thrown awayas 
arorthtess. 

90. onr wickedness, and] Omit and. 
National sin is the sin of the fathers, per- 
petuated generation after generation by the 
children. 

21. his verse is in the original very 
emphatic, and consists of a series of broken 
ejaculations; Abhor not for thy name's sake! 
Disurace—lightly esteem in Deut. xxxii, 156— 
not the throne of thy glory! Remember ! 
Bretk not &c. with ust The throne of Je- 
hovah’s glory is Jerusalem. 

22. None of the idols of the Gentiles can 
put an end to this present distress. 

art not thou he, O Lonp our God 4] Rather, 
art thou not Jchorah our God ¢ 

thou hast made all these things] i.c. the 
heaven with its showers. 

XV. 1. cast them out of my sight] Tra- 


ther, send them ont of My presence, ened let 
them yo away. The prophet is to dismiss 
them, because their mediators, Moses and 
Samuel, whose intercession had been ac- 
cepted in old times (marg. reff.), would in- 
tercede now in vain. 

8. kinds] Lit. as marg., ic. classes of 
things. ‘The first is to destroy the living, 
the other three to mutilate and consume 
the dead. 

to tear) Lit. to drag along the ground, It. 
forcibly expresses the contumely to which 
the bodies of the slain will be exposed, 

4. to be remored] Rather, fo be & terror. 

because of Manasseh the son of Hezekiah] 
The name of tlre pious father intensifies the 
horror at the wickedness of the son. 

6. ‘This verse gives the reason of the re- 
fusal of Jehovah to hear the prophet’s in- 
tercession. ‘Che punishment due has been 
delayed unto wearisomeness, and this seem- 
ing failure of justice has made Judah with- 
draw further from God. 
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m fics, 13. 
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? Amos 8. 9. 


4 Joh 3. 1, 
ch. 20, 14, 


reh, 39. 11. 


kW. 4, 5. 


« Pa, bb 12, 
eh. 17.3. 


JEREMIAH. XV. 

7 and destroy thee; ™I-am weary with repenting. And I will fan 
them with a fan in the gates of the land; I will bereave then. of 
children, I will destroy my people, since "they return not from 

$ their ways. Their widows are increascd to me above the sand of 
the scas: I have brought upon them ‘against the mother of tho 
young men a spoiler at noonday: I have caused Aim to fall upon 

91t suddenly, and terrors upon the city. °¢She that hath borne 
seven languisheth: she hath given up the ghost; ?her sun is 
gone down while 7¢ was yet day: she hath been ashained and 
confounded: and the residue of them will I deliver to the sword 
before their enemies, saith the Lorp. 


4Woce is me, my mother, that thou hast borne mo a man of 
strife and a man of contention to the whole earth! I havo 
neither lent on usury, nor men havo lent to me on usury; yet 
11 every one of them doth curso me. The Lorp said, Verily it shall 
be well with thy remnant; verily 3I will cause "the enemy to 
entreat thee well in the time of evil and in the time of affliction. 
12 Shall iron break the northern iron and the steel? Thy substance 
13 and thy treasures will I give to the ‘spoil without price, and that 
14 for all thy sins, even in all thy borders. And I will make ¢/ee to 


10 


fch. 16.13, 


1 Or, whetsoever is dear, 
2 Or, against the mother 
city a young man spoiling, 


%. I will fan them &c.] Or, I have win- 
nowed them arith a winnowing shore. The 
gates of the land mean the places by which 
men enter or leave it. As God winnows 
them they are driven out of the land through 
ail its outlets in every direction. 

I will bercare] Rather, I have lereared, I 
have destroyed my people. Omit of children, 

since they return not...) Rather, from their 
acays they hare not returned, 

8. ‘Translate, J hare brought upon then, 
even upon the mother of the young man, « 
spoiler &c. he word rendered young man 
means a picked warrior, The mother has 
horne a valiant champion ; but neither his 
prowess nor the numerous offspring of the 
ather can avail to save those who gave them 
birth ; war bereaves both alike. 

at noonday] i.e. unexpectedly, as armies 
used to rest at noon (see vi. 4 note). 

I have caused him...] Rather, Z hare brought 
suddenly upon her, the mother of the young 
warrior, anguish and terrors. 

9. she hath been ashamed] Or, is ashamed, 
‘vo a Hebrew mother to be childless was a 
disgrace. _ Many consider that re. 7-9 
refer to the battle of Megiddo, and depict 
the consternation of Jerusalem at that sad 
event. If so, in the sun going down while 
it was day, there will be a reference to the 
eclipse on Sept. 30, B.c. 610. 

10. Jeremiah vents his sorrow at the re- 
jection of his prayer. In reading these 
aud similar expostulations we feel that we 
have to do with a man who was the reluct- 
unt minister of a higher power, whence 


fc, or, againel the mother 
und the young men. 


pass with thine enemies ‘into a land which thou knowest not: 


3 Or, F oaill entyeat the 
enemy for thee. 


alone he drew strength to be content to do 
and suffer. 

strife] More exactly, laisuit; the sense 
is, J anv as a man who has to enter into judy- 
ment with and reprove the whole carih. 

I have neither lent &e.] i.e. T have no per- 
sonal cause of quarrel with the people, that 
T should thus be perpetually at strife with 
them. The relations between the money- 
lender and the debtor were a fruitful source 
of lawsuits and quarrelling. 

Ll. shall be well with thy remnant] Or, thy 
loosing shall be for good; in the sense of 
being set free, deliverance. 

to entreat thee well...] Rather, to suppli- 
cate thee x the time of eril &c. ; fulfilled in 
xxi, 1, 2, xxxvii. 3, xlii, 2. 

12. the stecl] brass, i.e. bronze. By the 
iron” is meant Jeremiah’s intercession ; but 
this cannot alter the Divine purpose to send 
Judah into exile, which is firm as steel and 
brass, For brass see Ex. xxv. 3 note. The 
alloy of copper and zine now called brass 
was entirely unknown to the ancients. 

18. Jeremiah is personally addressed in 
the verse, because he stood before God as 
the intercessor, representing the people. 
(1) God would give Judah’s treasures away 
for nothing ; implying that He did not 
value them. (2) The cause of this con- 
sag is Judah’s sins. (3) ‘This is justified 
by Judah having committed them through- 
out her whole land. 

14, Render, And J will make thee serve 
thine enemies in a land thou knewest not. 
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for a “fire is kindled in mine anger, which shall burn upon you. 
160 Lorn, *thou knowest: remember me, and visit me, and 
Yrevenge mo of my persecutors; take me not away in thy long- 
16 suffering: know that * for thy sake I have suffered rebuke. Thy 
words were found, and I did “eat them; and 'thy word was 
unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart: for'I am called 
17 by thy name, 6 Lorp God of hosts. ‘I sat not in the assembly 
of tho mockers, nor rejoiced; I sat alone because of thy hand: 
18 for thou hast filled me with indignation. Why is my “pain per- 
petual, and my wound incurable, which refusoth to be healed ? 
wilt thou be altogether unto me ‘as a liar, and Sus waters that 
19 *fail? 4 Thorefore thus saith the Lorp, *If thou return, then 
will I bring thee again, and thou shalt “stand before me: and 
if thou ‘take forth the precious from the vile, thou shalt be ds my 


mouth: let them return unto thee; but return not thou unto 2 


20 them. And I will make thee unto this people a fenced brasen 
kwall: and they shall fight against thee, but ‘they shall not 
prevail against thee. for 1 um with thee to save theo and to de- 

21 liver theo, saith the Lorp. And I will deliver thee out of the 
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® Deut. 32. 


¢ Sce ch. 1. 
18, 19. 

Sf Jah 4, 15. 
g Zech, 3. 7. 
h ver. 1. 

¢ Ezek. 22, 


& ch. 6. 27, 
é ch. 20. 11, 
12, 


hand of the wicked, and I will redeem thee out of the hand of 


the terrible. 


Cxuar. 16, TIE word of the Lorp came also unto me, saying, Thou 


1 Tlob. thy name is called upon me. 


2 Heb. be not sure? 


a 


for a fire &c.j See marg. ref. The added 
words shew that the pee then pre- 
alicted is about to be fulfilled. 

15-18. This is the prayer of a man in 
bitter grief, whose human nature cannot at 
present submit to the Divine will. God's 
long-suffering towards the wicked seemed to 
the prophet to be theabandonment of himself 
to death; justice itself required that one 
who was suffering contumely for God’s 
sake should be clelivered. 

rebuke] i.c. reproach, contimnely 

18. Thy words were found] Jeremiah’s 
summons to the promnens office had not 
been expected or sought for by him. 

I did eat them] i.e. I received them with 
joy. This eating of the Divine words ex- 
presses also the close union between that 
which came from God and the prophet’s own 


being. 

Iam called by thy name} t.e. T am_conse- 
crated to [hy service, am ordained to be 
Thy prophet. 

1% Rather, J sat not in the assembly of the 
laughers, and was merry. From the time 
God's words came to Joremiah he abstained 
from things innocent, and a gravity came 
over him beyond his years. 

I sat alone because of thy hand| As a per- 
son consecrated to God he would also be 
separated, See i. fh; ep. Acts xiii. 2. 

with indignation) The prophes thus taught 
nf God sees the sins of the people as offences 

inst God, and as involving the ruin of 
is Church. 

18. Why is my pain perpetual] i.c. Are all 
my labours to be in vain? 


asaliar...] Really, as a deceitful brook, 
a brook which flows only in the winter, the 
opposite of the perennial stream of Amos Vv. 
24. Jeremiah had expected that there 
would be a perpetual interference of Provi- 
dence in his behalf, instead whereof things 
seemed to take only their natural course. 

19. Jeremiah had questioned God’s right- 
eousness (see xii. 1 note); he is told, Jf thou 
return, if thou repent thee of thy doubts, 
and think only of thy duty, then will I bring 
thee ayuin, then will I cause thee again to 
stand before Me. ‘Yo stand before a person 
means to be his chief officer or vicegerent. 
It implies therefore the restoration of Jere- 
miah to the prophetic office. 

if thou take forth the precious from the vile] 
t.e. if thou cause the precious metal to come 
forth from the dross. Jeremiah was to 
separate in himself what was divine 
and holy from the dross of human 
passion. Let him abandon this mistrust, 
this sensitiveness, this idea that God did 
not deal righteously with him, and then de 
shall be as God's mouth, i.e. as the organ by 
which God speaks. 

let them return ce.) Rather, they skall 
return unto thee, but thou shalt not return 
unto them. <A flattering prophet perishes 
with the people whom his soft speeches have 
confirmed in their sin: but the truthful 
speaking of Gad’s word saves both. 

XVI—XVII. 1—18. In this prophecy 
the punishment of the people is set forth in 
even sterner terms than im the last. The 
whole land is likened to a desert covered 
with the bodies of the dead, who lie un- 
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2 shalt not take thee a wife, neither shalt thou hare sons or 


3 dsughters in this place. 


the sons and concerning the daughters that are korn in 


For thus saith the Lory concerning 
this 


place, and concerning their mothers that bare them, and con- 
4 corning their fathers that begat them in this land; They shall 


@ ch. 15, 2. 
* ch. 22. 18. 
& 25, 33. 


die of “grievous deaths; they shall not be *Iamented; neither 
shall they be buried; bué they shall bo ¢as dung upon the face 
of the earth: and they shall be consumed by the sword, and by 


peace 
even lovingkindness and 


shall men give them the cup 
for their father or for their mother. 


© Ps, 83. 10. : 
ch. 8. 2. fainine; and their ¢carcases shall be meat for the fowls of 
ors 2 5 heaven, and for the beasts of tho carth. |For thus saith the 
¢ Ezek, 24. Loxp, ‘Enter not into the house of !mourning, neither go to 
17, 22, 23. lament nor bemoan thom: for I have taken away my 
from this people, saith the Lorn, 

Ginercies. Both the great and the small shall dic in this land: 
f ch, 22. 18. they shall not be buried, ‘neither shall amex lament for them, 
# Lev. 19. 28. nor %cut themselves, nor *make themselyes bald for them: 
Me uig | Tneither shall men *tear themselves for them in mourning, to 
A Isni, 22.12. comfort theii for the dead; neither 
ch. 7. a of consolation to ‘drink fc : rothe 
a *  & Thou shalt not also go into tho houso of feasting, to sit with 


E Isai. 24. 7. 
Ezek. 26. 13. 
Hos. 2.11. 

Rev. 18. 23. 


9 them to cat and to drink. 
Goi of Isracl; Behold, *I will cause to cease out of this place 
in your eyes, and in your days, the voice of mirth, and the voice 
of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the 


For thus saith tho Lorn of hosts, the 


10 bride. And it shall como to pass, when thou shalt shew this 
. Peat 20, perple all these words, and they shall say unto thee, ‘Wherefore 


ch, 5. 19, 


uth the LorD pronounced all this great evil against us? or what 


ig our iniquity? or what is our sin that we have committed 


1 


— 


™ Deut, 29, 
93, 


ch. 22, 9. 


against the Lorn our God ? 
“Because your fathers have forsaken ine, saith the Lorp, and 
have walked after other gods, and havo served them, and have 


Then shalt thou say unto them, 


worshipped them, and have forsaken mo, and have not kept ny 


"ch, 7. 26. 
° ch. 13. 10, 


! Or, mourning feast. 
2 Or, bresk bread for them, 


bemoaned and uncared for ; and the prophet 
himself is commanded to abstain from the 
common usages of mankind that his mode 
of life, as well as his words, may warn the 
people of the greatness of the sliprosching 
calamity. There is, however, to be finally 
a return from exile, but only after the 
idolatry of the nation has been severely 
punished. The prophecy was probably 
written about the close of Jehoiakim’s reign. 

. AS marriage was obligatory upon the 
Jews, the prohibition of it to Jeremiah was 
a sign that the impending calamity was so 

eat as to override all ordinary duties. 

eremiah was unmarried, but the force of 
the sign lay in its being an exception to the 
ordinary practice of the ghee 

in this place] ‘The whole of Judea. 

8. Tho times were such that for ‘the 
present clistress” it was wise for _all_to 
abstain from merriage (1 Cor. vii. 26; 
Matt. xxiv. 19). 


as Ezek. 24. 17. Hos. 9. 4. 
Sec Deut. 26.14. Job $2.11, 


Ss SS 


12 law; and yo have done "worse than your fathers; for, behold, 
*ye walk every one after the ‘imagination of his evil heart, that 


3 Or, stubbornness, 


8. ent themselves,...make themselres bald] 
Both these practices were strictly forbidden 
in the Law (marg. reff.) probably as heing 
heathen customs, but they seem to have re- 
mained in common use. “By making bald is 
meant shaving a bere patch on the front of 
the head. 

7. ter themselves] Better as in margin ; 
break bread for them. It was customary 
upon the death of a relative to fast, and for 
the friends and neighbours after a decent 
delay to come and comfort the mourner, 
and urge food upon him (2 Sam. xii. 17); 
food was also distributed at funerals to the 
mourners, antl to the poor. 

cup of consolation] Marg. ref. note. 

11, The severe sentence passed upon 
them is the consequence of idolatry per- 
sisted in through many generations till it 
has finally deepened into national apostasy. 

12. imayination] Read stubbornness. 
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13 they may not hearken unto me: *therefore will I cast you out of 


this land ‘into a land that ye know not, neither ye nor your 3 


fathers; and there shall ye serve other gods day and night; 
14 where I will not shew you favour. Therefore, behold, the 
‘days come, saith the Lorp, that it shall no more be said, The 
Lorp liveth, that brought up the children of Israel out of the 
15 land of Egypt; but, The Lorp liveth, that brought up the child- 
ren of Israel from the land of the north, and from all the lands 
whither he had driven them: and *I will bring them again into 
16 their land that I gave unto their fathers. {] Behold, I will send 
for many ‘fishers, saith the Lorp, and they shall fish them; 
and after will I sond for many hunters, and they shall hunt 
them from every mountain, and from every hill, and out of the 
17 holes of the rocks. For mine “eyes are upon all their ways: 
they are not hid from my face, neither is their iniquity hid from 
18 mine eyes. And first I will recompense their iniquity and their 
sin “double; because ’they have defiled my land, they have 
filled mine inheritance with the carcases of their detestable and 
19 abominable things. (O Lorp, 7my strength, and my fortress, 
and *my refuge in the day of affliction, the Gentiles shall come 


23. 36, 63. 
@ ch, 15, 14, 


© Isai. 43.18, 
ch, 23. 7, 8 


* ch. 24. 6. 
& 32. 37. 


¢ Amos 4. 2. 
Hab. 1. 15. 


" Job34. 21. 
Prov. 5. 2). 
ch. 32. 19. 


= Tsai. 40. 2. 
y Ezek, 43. 
7,9. 

* Ps, 18. 2. 
2 ch. 17. 17, 


unto thee from the ends of the earth, and shall say, Surely our 


fathers have inherited lies, vanity, 
20 no profit. Shalla man make gods unto himself, and ‘they are 
21 no gods? Therefore, behold, I will this once cause them to 


and things ’wherein there is 


Gal. 4, 8, 


know, I will cause them to know mine hand und my might; and 


they shall know that 4my name is 'The Lorn. 
Cuar.17. THE sin of Judah és written with a “pen of iron, and 


@ Ex, 15. 3. 
ch, 33. 2. 
Amos 6, 8. 
@ Job 1d, 24. 


1 Or, JEHOV AG, Pa. 83.18. 


13. and there shall ye...) TIronical, and 
there ye may serve other gods day and night, 
since I will shew you no favour. 

14, 15. These two verses, by promising a 
deliverance greater than that from Egypt, 
implied also a chastisement more terrible 
than the bondage in the iron furnace there. 
Instead of their being placed in one land, 
there was to be a scattering into the North 
and many other countries, followed finally 
by a restoration. 

16. The scattering of the people is to be 
like that of hunted animals, of which but 
few escape, the ancient method of hunting 
being to enclose a large space with beaters 
and nets, and so drive everything within it 
to some place where it was destroyed. Tho 
destruction of the whole male population 
was one of the horrible customs of ancient 
warfare, and the process is called in 
Herodotus ‘sweeping the country with 
a drag-net.” The same authority tells 
us that this method could only be effectu- 
ally carried out on an island.  Lite- 
rally understood, the fishers are the main 
armies who, in the towns and fortresses, 
capture the people in crowds as in a net, 
while the hunters are the light-armed troops, 
who pursue the fugitives over the whole 
country, and drive then out of their hiding 
places 1s hunters track out their game. 


17%. This chastisement arises not from 
caprice, but is decreed upon full knowledge 
and examination of their doings. 

18. jirst] Before the return from exile. 

I will recompense their iniquity...double] 
The ordinary rule of the Law ({sai. xl. 2 
note). Sin is twofold ; there is the leaving 
of Gud’s will undone, and the actual Bi 
doing. And every punishment is twofold : 
first, there is the Joss of the blessing which 
would have followed upon obedience, and 
secondly, the presence of actual misery. 

use they have defiled...) Rather, because 
they have profaned My land with the carcuses 
of their detestable things (their lifeless and 
hateful idols, the very touch of which pol- 
lutes like that of a corpse, Num. xix. 11); 
and have filled My inheritance with their 
abominations. 

21. this once] Whether we consider the 
greatness of the national disgrace and suffer- 
ing caused by it, or its effect upon the mind 
of the Jews, the burning of Jerusalem by 
Nebuchadnezzar, followed by the Captivity 
of the people at Babylon, stands out as the 
greatest manifestation of God’s ‘‘ hand” in 
all His dealings with them. 

XVII. 1-4. This section is inseparably 
connected with the preceding. Judah’s 
sin had been described (xvi. 19) a8 one 
of which the very Gentiles will become 
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5 Prov. 3.3 
2 Cor. 3. 3. 


¢ Judg. & 7. 
2Chr. 24. 18. 
Isa. 1. 29. 

2 ch, 15. 13. 
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with the 'point of a diamond: té ts graven upon the table of 
2 their heart, and upon the horns of your altars; whilst their 
children remember their altars and their ¢ 
3 trees upon the high hills. O my mountain in the field, ¢I will 
give thy substance and all thy treasures to the spoil, and thy 


oves by the green 


4 high places for sin, throughout all thy borders. And thou, even 
*thyself, shalt discontinue from thine heritage that I gave thee; 


¢ch. 16.13. 
Jch. 15. 34. 


and I will cause thee to serve thine enemies in ‘the lund which 
thou knowest not: for/ye have kindled a fire in mine anger, 


which shall burn for ever. 


?isni.30.1. 5 Thus saith the Lorn; 
man, and maketh "flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth 
For he shall be ‘like the heath in the desert, 
and ‘shall not sce when good cometh; but shall inhabit tho 


4 See Isai. 
31.3 


‘ch. 48 6. 
k Job 20. 17. 


6 froin the Lorn. 


Cursed be the man that trusteth in 


' Deut.29,23, pore places in tho wilderness, ‘i a salt land and not in- 


abited. 


_ Ps. 2. 12. q 
rov. 16. 20, 1 
Isai 30.13, 8 hope the Lonp is. 
* Jol 8. 16. 
Ps. 1. 3. 


* Blessed 7s the man that trusteth in the Lorp, and whoso 
For he shall be "as a tree planted by the 
waters, and that spreadeth out her roots by the river, and shall 
not see when heat cometh, but her leaf shall be green; and 


shall not be careful in the year of *drought, neither shall cease 


from yielding fruit. 
©18am.16.2. 
Pr °- 


9 Tho heart #s deceitful above all things, and desperately 


Prov. 17.3 10 wicked: who can know it? I the Lorp °search the heart, f try 


Ram. 8. 27, 


Rev. 2. 23, ! Heb. nail. 


2 Heb. in thyself. 


3 Or, restraint. 


ashamed, and for which she will shortly be 
punished by an intervention of God's hand 
more 1narked than anything in her previous 
history. Jeremiah now dwells upon the 
indelible nature of her sin. 

a@ pen of tron] i.c. an iron chisel for cutting 
inscriptions upon tables uf stone. 

the point of a diamond] The uncients were 
well acquainted with the cutting powers vf 
the diamond. 

altars) Not Jehovah’s one Altar, but the 
many altars which the Jews had set up to 
Baalim (xi. 13). ‘hough Josiah had purged 
the land of these, yot in the cleven years of 
Jchoiakim’s reign they had multiplied again, 
and were the external proofs of Judah’s 
idolatry, as the table of her heart was the 
internal witness, 

2. Whilst their children remember their 
altars] Perhaps an allusion to their sacrifices 
of children to Moloch. Present perhaps at 
some such blood-stained rite, its horrors 
would be engraven for ever upon the 
ynemory. 

groves] Asherahs, i.e. wooden images. of 
Astarte (see Exod. xxxiv. 13 note). 

3. O my mountain in the field] t.e. Jerusa- 
lem or Zion, called the Rock of the Plain 
in xxi. 13. The field is the open uninclosed 
country, here contrasted with the privileged 
height of Zion. 

Jor sin] i.e. because of thy sin. 

4. The verb rendered discontinue is that 


used of letting the land rest (Exod. xxiii. 
11), and of releasing creditors (Deut. xv. 2) 
in the sakbatical year. As Judah hal not 
kept these sabbatical years she must now 
discontinue the tillage of God’s inheritance 
till the land had had its rest. ren thysel 
may mean and that through thyself, throug’ 
thine own fault. 

5-18. In the rest of the prophecy Jere- 
miah dwells upon the moral faults which 
had led to Judah’s ruin. 

6. like the heath] Or, like a destitute man 
(Ps. cii. 17). The verbs he shell see (or fear) 
and shall inkabit plainly shew that a man is 
here meant and not a plant. 

8. the rirer] Or, water-course (Isai. xxx. 
25), made for purposes of irrigation. 

shall not sce} Or, shall not fear (r. 6). God's 
pools feel trouble as muzh as other people, 

ut they do not fear it because they know (1) 
that it is for their good, and (2) that God 
will give them strength to bear it. 

9. The train of thought is apparently 
this: If the man is so blessed (rr. 7,8) who 
trusts in Jehovah, what is the reason why 
men so generally ‘‘meke flesh their arm”? 
And the answer is :—Because man’s heart 
is incapable of seeing things in a straight- 
forward manner, but is full of shrewd guile, 
and ever seeking to overreach others. 

desperately wicked] Rather, mortally sick. 

10. The answer to the question, who can 
know tt? To himself a man’s heart is an 
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the reins, Peven to givo overy man according to his ways, and 
11 according to the fruit of his doings. As the partridge 'sitteth 
on eggs, and hatcheth them not; sv he that getteth riches, and 
not by right, ¢shall leave them in the midst of his days, and at 


his end shall be *a fool. 


12 
13 our sanctuary. 


“fountain of living waters. 
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P Ps. 62, 12, 
ch. 32. 19. 
Rom. 2. 6. 
@ Ps. 55. 23. 
r Luke 12. 
20. 


A glorious high throne from tho beginning is the place of 
O Lorn, ‘the hopo of Israel, ‘all that forsake 
thee shall be ashamed, and they that depart from me shall be 
“written in the carth, because they have forsaken the Lorp, the 


*ch. 14. 8. 
' Ps. 73. 27. 


14 Heal me, O Lorn, and I shall bo healed; save me, and I 


15 shall be saved: for ¥thou art my praise, Behold, they say unto 
16 me, * Where is the word of the Lorp ? let it come now. 
me, *I have not hastened from being a pastor *to follow thee: 
neither have I desired the woeful day ; thou knowest: that which 
17 came out of my lips was right before thee. 
18 unto me: thou art my hope in the day of evil. ‘Let them 


be confounded that persecute mo, 


founded: let them be dismayed, but let not me be dismayed: 
bring upon them the day of evil, 


double destruction. 


1 Or, gathereth young which 
she hath not brought forth, 


2 Heb, after thee. 


¥ Deut. 10. 
21 


Ps. 109. 1. 

= Tsai, 5, 19, 
Ezek. 12, 22. 
Amos 5, 18, 
@ch. 1. 4. 

®’ ch, 16. 19. 
¢ Ps, 35. 4 
& 70. 2. 

¢ Ps, 25, 2. 
ech. 11. 20. 


As for 


Be not a terror 
but 4let not me be con- 


and *¢destroy them with 


3 Heb. break them with a 
double breach. 


inscrutable mystery : God alone can fathom 


it. 

ways) Rather, way, his course of life. The 
and must be omitted, for the last clause 
explains what is meant by man’s way, when 
he comes before God for judgment. It is 
the fruit, the final result of his doings, i.e. 
his real character as formed by the acts and 
habits of his life. 

11. Rather, As the partridye hath gathered 
eggs which tt laid not, so... The general 
sense is: the covetous man is as sure to 
reap finally disappointment only as is the 

rtridge which piles up eggs not of her own 

ying, and is unable to hatch them. 

« fool] A Nabal. See 1 Sam. xxv. 25. 

12, 13. Or, Thou throne,..thow place... 
thou hope...Jchovah! AU that forsake Thee 
&c. The prophet concludes his prediction 
with the expression of his own trust in 
Jehovah, and confidence that the Divine 
justice will finally be vindicated by the 
punishment of the wicked. The “throne 
of glory” is equivalent to Him Who is en- 
throned in glory. 

13. shall be written in the earth] i.c. their 
names shall quickly disappear, unlike those 
graven in the rock for ever (Job xix, 24). 
A board covered with sand is used in the 
East to this day in schools for giving lessons 
in writing: but writing inscribed on such 
materials is intended to be immediately ob- 
literated. Equally fleeting is the existence 
of those who forsake God. ‘* All men are 
written somewhere, the saints in heaven, 
but sinners upon earth” (Origen). 


15, Thistauntshewsthat this prophecy was 
written before any very signal fultilment of 
Jeremiah’s wordshad taken place, and prior 
therefore to the capture of Jerusalem at the 
close of Jehoiakim’s life. Now means I 
pray, and is ironical. 

16, I have not hastened from] i.e. I have 
not sought to escape from. 

a pastor to follow thee] Rather, a skep- 
herd after Thee. ‘Shepherd ” means ruler, 
magistrate (ii. 8 note), and belongs to the 
peophes not as a teacher, but as one invested 
with authority by God to guide and direct 
the political course of the nation. So Jeho- 
vah guides His people (Ps. xxiii. 1, 2), and 
the prophet does so after Him, following 
obediently His instructions. 

the woeful day] Lit. the day of mortal 
sickness : the day on which Jerusalem was to 
be destroyed, and the ‘emple burnt. 

right] Omit the word, What Jeremiah 
asserts is that he spake as in Gou’s Presence. 
They were no words of his own, but hal 
the authority of Him before Whom he stood. 
Cp. xv. 19. 

17. a terror] Rather, a cause of dismay, 
or consternation (i. 17). By not fulfillin 
Jeremiah’s prediction God Himself seeme 
to put him to shame. 

18. confounded] Put to shame. 

destroy them...] Rather, break them with 
a double breaking : a twofolk! punishment, 
the first their general share in the miseries at- 
tendantupon their country’s fall ; the second, 
a special punishment for their sin in perse- 
cuting and mocking God's prophet. 
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19 Thus said the Lorn unto me; Go and stand in the gate of 
the children of the people, whereby the kings of Judah come in, 
20 and by the which they go out, and in all the gates of Jerusalem; 


Sch. 19. 3. 
& 22, 2, 


32, &e. 
Neh, 13. 19. 


and say unto them, /Hear ye the word of the Lorp, yo kings of 
Judah, and all Judah, and all tho inhabitants of Jerusalem, that 
21 enter in by these gates: Thus saith the Lorp; ?Tako heed to 
yourselves, and bear no burden on the sabbath day, nor bring 7¢ 
22 in by the gates of Jerusalem; neither carry forth a burden out 


ot your houses on tho sabbath day, neither do ye any work, but 


4 Ex, 20, 8, 
Ezek. 20. 12, 
‘ch. 7.2 


23 hallow ye the sabbath day, as I1*commanded your fathers. ‘But 
they obeyed not, neither inclined their ear, but made their neck 
24 stiff, that they might not hear, nor receive instruction. And it 


shall come to pass, if ye diligently hearken unto me, saith tho Lor, 


to 


bring in‘no burden through the gates of this city on the 


sabbath day, but hallow tho sabbath day, to do no work therein ; 


* ch. 23. 4. 


25 *then shall there enter into the gates of this city kings ond 


princes sitting upon the throne of David, riding in chariots and 
on horses, they, and their princes, the men of Judah, and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem: and this city shall remain for ever. 


tch. $2. +4. 


m Zech. 7.7. 
8 Zech. 7. 7. 


o Pag, 107. 22. 
& VW. 17, 
ch, 21, 14. 
Lam. 4.11. 
Amos 1. 4. 


26 And they shall come from the cities of Judah; and from ‘the 
places about Jerusalem, 
from “the plain, and from the mountains, and from “the south, 
bringing burnt offerings, and sacrifices, and meat offerings, and 
incense, and bringing sacrifices of praise, unto the houso of tho 

27 Lorp. But if yo will not hearken unto mo to hallow tho sub- 
bath day, and not to bear x burden, even entering in at the gates 
of Jerusalem on the sabbath day; then Pwill I kindle a fire in 


and from the land of Benjamin, and 


19-27. This prophecy on the observance of 
the Sabbath, is the first of a series of short 
predictions, arranged probably in chronolo- 
gical order among themselves, but in other 
respects independent of one another. Its 
tone is mild, and dissuasive rather of future 
neglect than condemnatory of past miscon- 
duct ; and it may be assigned to the com- 
mencement of Jehoiakim’s reign. Its simi- 
larity to the prophecy contained in xxii. 
1-5 makes it probable that they were con- 
it eats 

19. the yate of the childven of the people] 
Perhaps the principal entrance of the outer 
court of the Memp e. Very a apy there 
was traffic there, as in our Lord’s time, in 
doves and other requisites for sacrifice, and 
so the warning to keep the Sabbath was as 
necessary there as at the city gates. 

21, to yourselves] Lit. in your souls, 7. e. in 
gourselres, They were to be on their guard 
from the depths of their own conscience, 
thoroughly and on conviction. 

bear no turden on the sabbath day] Appa- 
rently the Sabbath day was kept negligently. 
The country people were in the habit of 
coming to Jerusalem on the Sabbath to 
attexl the Temple service, but mingled 
trafic with their devotions, bringing the 
produce of their fields and gardens with 
them for disposal. The people of Jerusalem 
for their part took (7. 22) their wares to the 
gates, and carried on a brisk traffic there with 
the villagers. Both parties scem to havo 


abstained from manual labour, but did not 
consider that buying and selling were pro- 
hibited by the fourth commandment. 

25. A picture of national grandeur. The 
i es associates with the king the princes 
of the Davidic lineage, who in magnificent 
procession accompany the king as he goes in 
and out of Jerusalem. 

shall remain for ever] Or, shall be in- 
habited for ere: populousness is pro- 
mised. 

26. The reward for keeping the Sabbath 
day holy consists in three things ; (1) in great 
national prosperity, (2) in the lasting wel- 
fare of Jerusalem, and (3) in the wealth and 
piety of the people generally, indicated by 
their numerous sacrifices. 

bringing sacritices of praise] Rather, bring- 
any praise. ‘This clause covers all that 
precedes, 

The verse is interesting as specifying the 
exact limits of the dominions of the Davidic 
king», now confined to Judah and Benjannin. 
‘These two tribes are divided according to 
their physical conformation into (1) the She- 
félah, or low country lying between the 
mountains and the Mediterranean ; (2) the 
mountain which formed the central region, 
extending to the wilderness of Judah, on the 
Dead Sea; and (3) the Negeb, or arid region, 
which lay to the south of Judah. 

27. Upon disnhedience follows the ancer 
of God, which will consume like a fire all the: 
splendour of the offending city. 
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22 Kin.25.9. 
ch. 52. 13. 


Car. 18. THE word which came to Jeremiah from the orp, 
2 saying, {J Arise, and go down to the potter’s house, and there I 


3 will cause thee to hear my words. 


Then I went down to the 


potter’s house, and, behold, he wrought a work on the ' wheels. 
4 And the vessel *that he made of clay was marred in the hand of 
the potter: so he *made it again another vessel, as seemed good 


5 to the potter to make 7é. 


7 hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel. 


$ dom, to ‘pluck up, and to pull down, and to destroy i ; “if that 


q ‘Then the word of the Lorp came to 
G me, saying, J O house of Isracl, ¢cannot I do with you as this 


Tsai. 45. 9. 
potter ? saith the Lorp. Behold, “as the clay is in the potter’s Rom, 9. 20. 
24 ° » Isai. 64, 8. 
At what in- 
stant I shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a king- 
¢ ch. 1. 30, 
have pronounced, turn from their evil, $ Ezek. 18. 


nation, against whom I 


9 ¢I will repent of the eyil that I thought to do unto them. And 
at what instant I shall spenk concerning a nation, and concerning 


¢ ch. 26. 3. 
Jonah 3. 10. 


10 a kingdom, to build and to plant 7é; if it do evil in my sight, 
that it obey not my voice, then I will repent of the good, where- 
11 with I said I would benefit them. J Now therefore go to, speak 
to the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying, 
Thus saith the Lorp ; {| Behold, I frame evil against you, and 


devise a device against you: /return ye now every one froin his 
12 evil way, and inake your ways and your doings good. And they 
said, ’There is no hope: but we will walk after our own devices, 


1 Or, frames, or, seate, 
2 Or, that he aude tons 


marred, ar clay in the 
hand of the potter, 


$2 Kin. 17, 
13 


ch. 7. 3. 
¥ ch. 2, 25. 


3 Hob. returned and 
made. 


XVIII. Inthe first prophecy of the series, 
the fate of Jerusalein was still undeter- 
mined; a long line of kings might yet reign 
there in splendour, and the city be inhabited 
for ever. ‘This was possible only so long as 
it was still undecided whether Josiah’s 
efforts would end in a national reformation 
or not, and before Jehoiakim threw the 
weight of the kingly office into the opposite 
balance. In the present prophecy mercy is 
still offered to the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 
but they reject it (rv. 11, 12). ‘They have 
made their final choice : and thereupon fol- 
lows the third prophecy of ‘‘the broken 
vessel ” (xix.) in which the utter overthrow 
of city and kingdo1n is foretold. We should 
thus place this prophecy of the potter very 
early in the reign of Jehoiakim ; and that 
of the broken vessel at the commencement 
of his fourth year. This internal evidence 
is confirmed by external proof. 

2. house] i.e. workshop. The clay-field 
where the potters exercised their craft lay 
to the South of Jerusalem just beyond the 
valley of Hinnom. Cp. Zech. xi. 13, Matt. 
xxvii. 10. 

3. the wheels] Lit. the two acheels. The 
lower one was worked by the feet to give 
motion to the upper one, which was a flat 
dise or plate of wood, on which the potter 
laid the clay, and moulded it with his 
fingers as it revolved rapidly. 


6. 80 are ye in mine hand] When a vessel 
was spoilt, the potter did not throw it away, 
-but crushed it a este dashed it back upon 
the wheel, and began his work afresh, till 
the clay had taken the predetermined shape. 
It was God’s purpose that Judea should 
become the proper scene for the manifesta- 
tion of the Messiah, and her sons be fit to 
receive the Saviour'’s teaching and carry 
the good tidings to all lands. If therefore 
at any stage of the preparation the Jewish 
nation took such a course as would have 
frustrated this purpose of Providence, it 
was crushed by affliction into an unresisting 
mass, in which the formative process forth- 
with began again. 

7,9. At what instant] Lit. “in a mo- 
ment.” Here, at one time—at another time. 

8, 10. Iwill repent of the evil... Iwill repent 
of the good] All God’s dealings with man- 
kind are here declared to be conditional. 
(od changeth not, all depends upon man’s 
conduct. 

ll. The word rendered frame is a present 
participle, and is the same which as a noun 
means ‘‘a potter.” God declares that He is 
as free to do what He will with the Jews 
7 the potter is free to shape as he will the 
clay. 

devise a derice] I am purposing a purpose. 

12. And they said) Better, But they say. 
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and we will every one do the imagination of his evil heart. 


& ch. 2.10, 
1 Cor. 5.1. 


‘ 5.4 ° . 
aaa C very horrible thing. 


13 Therefore thus saith the Lorn; "Ask yo now among the heathen, 
who hath heard such things: the virgin of Isracl hath done fo 
Will @ man leave 'the snow of Lebanon 


which cometh from the rock of the field? or shall the cold flowing 
15 waters that come from another place be forsaken? Because iny 


© ch. 2.33, 
tch. 10, 15. 


™ ch. 6. 16. 
ch. HD. 8. 
°1 Kin, 9.8. 
Lam. 2. 14. 
Mic. 6. 18. 
Poh. 13. 2h. 
a Ps, 4. 7. 
fch. 2. 27, 
*ch, 11. 14. 
tev. 10, 11. 
Mal, 2. 7. 
John 7. +s, Ree 
19 of his words. 
t Ps, 109. +t. 


= Ps, 35. 7. 
ver, 22, 


vPs. 109.9. 21 thy wrath from them. 


V Or, my fields for a rock, 
or for the snow of Lebu- 


imagination] Or, stubbornness, see iii. 17. 
13. The contrast between the chaste re- 
tirement of a virgin and Judah's eagerness 
after idolatry, serves to heighten the horror 
at her conduct. 
14. Rather, Will the snow of Lebanon fail 
Srom the rock of the field! The meaning 
wobably is, “ Will the snow of Lebanon 
ai] from its recks which tower above the 
land of Israel?” The appeal of the prophet 
is to the unchangeableness of one of nature’s 
most beautiful phenomena, the Aer aang 
snow upon the upper summits of Lebanon. 
shall the cold &c.] Lit. shall the strange, 
t.e.foreign, cool, down-flowing waters be plucked 
up! ‘The general sense is :—God is Israel’s 
Rock, fron Whom the never-failing waters 
flow (ii. 13): but men may and do abandon 
the cool waters which descend from above 
to seek their happiness in channels of their 
own digging. 
5. Beeause] Fox. Jeremiah returns to, 
and continues the words of, 7. 13. 
vanity) A word meaning falsehood, which 
signifies that the worship of idols is not 
merely useless but injurious. 
they hare caused them to stumble] Judah's 
prophets and priests were they who made 
hor to err (v. 31). ‘he idols were of them- 
selves powerless for good or evil. 
in theiy ways &c.] Or, in their ways, the 
everlasting paths, tv walk in byways, in « 
road not cast up. The paths of eternity carry 
back the mind not to the immediate but to 
the distant past, and suggest the good old 
ways in which the patriarchs used to walk. 


non? shall the running 
teaters be forsuken for the 


people hath forgotten *me, they have burned incense to !vanity, 
and they have caused them to stumble in their ways frem the 
16 “ancient paths, to walk in paths, 72 a way not cast up; to make 
their land “desolate, avd a perpetual ¢hissing; every one that 
17 passeth thereby shall be astonished, and wag his head. 
scatter them 4as with an cast wind before the enemy ; *I will shew 
them the back, and not the face, in the day of their calamity. 
18 q Then said they, *Come, and Ict us devise devices against Jere- 
minh ; for the law shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel 
from the wise, nor the word from the prophet. 
us sinite him *with the tongue, and let us not give heed to any 
q Give heel to me, O Lorn, and heurken to the 
20 voice of them that contend with ine. “Shall evil be recompensed 
for good? for *they have digged a pit for my soul. 
that I stood before thee to speak good for them, «nd to turn away 


PT will 


Coine, and Ict 


Remember 
Therefore “deliver up their children to 


strange cold waters ? 
2 Or, for the longue. 


The road cast up means one raised suffi- 
ciently to keep it out of the reach of 
floods &c. 

16. hissing] Not derision, but the drawing 
in of the breath quickly as men do when 
they shudder. 

cay his head] Or, shake his head, a sign 
among the Jews not of scorn but of pity. 
The desolation of the land of Israel is to fill 
men with «lisimay. 

L will shew them the back] The hiding of 
God’s face is the sure sign of His displeasure 
(Isai. i. 15, lix. 2). 

18. The Jews were only hardened by the 
foregoing prophecy, and determined to com- 
pass Jeremiah’s death. 

Tet us devise devices] t.c. deliberately frame 
é plot for his ruin (see v. 11 note). 

the law shall not perish &c.] As the Law 
of Moses was imperishable, the people 
probably drew the conclusion that the 
Levitical priesthood must also endure for 
ever, and therefore that Jeremiah’s pre- 
dictions of national ruin were blasphemous 
(cp. Acts vi. 13, 14). 

let us smite hin with the tongue) Their 
purpose was to carry 2 malicious report of 
what he had said to king Jehoiakim, and so 
stir up his anger against him. 

19. the roire] 7.c. the outcry and threats. 

20. Jeremiah had been labouring earnestly 
to avert the ruin of his country, but the 
Jews treated him as husbandmen do some 
noxious animal which wastes their fields, 
and for which they dig pitfalls, 
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the famine, and 'pour out their blood by the force of the sword ; 
and let their wives be bereaved of their children, and be widows; 
and let their men be put to death; 7et their young men be slain 


22 by the sword in battle. 


Iuet a ery be heard froin their houses, 
when thou shalt bring a troop suddenly upon them: for *they 


£ ver. 20. 


23 have digged a pit to take me, and hid snares for my feet. Yet, 


Lorp, thou knowest all their counsel against me *to slay me : 
*forgive not their iniquity, neither blot out their sin from thy 
sight, but let them be overthrown before thee; deal thus with 


them in the time of thine anger. 


a Ps, 35. 4 
ch. 11. 20. 
& 18. 15. 


Cuar. 19, THUS saith the Lorn, (Go and get a potter’s earthen 
2 bottle, and take of the ancients of the people, and of the ancients 


of the priests; and go forth unto ¢the valley of the son of Hin- 
nom, which 7s by the entry of the cast gate, and proclain there 
3 the words that I shall tell thee, *and say, Hear ye the word of 


@ Josh. 15.8. 
2 Kin. 23.30. 


» ch. 17. 20. 


the Lorp, O kings of Judah, and inhabitants of Jerusalem; 


Thus saith the Lonb of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will 
bring evil upon this place, the which whosoever hearcth, his ears 
Because they ¢have forsaken me, and have cs- 
tranged this place, and have burned incense in it unto other 


2 Heb. for death. 


4 shall ‘tingle. 


1 Heb. pour them out, 


Sam. 3. 
i. 
+ Deut. 28. 
20. 
Isai. 65. 11. 


3 Heb. the sun gate. Sheds: 


21. pour out...sword) Lit. pour them. out 
upon the hands of the sword, t.e. give them 
up to the sword. 

put to death] Rather, slain of death. The 

rophet’s phrase leaves it entirely indefinite 
in what way the men are to die. 

22. ‘The sack of the city follows with all 
the horrible cruelties practised at such a 
time. 

28. Yet, Lorp} Better, But, Lorn. They 
conceal their plots, but God knows, and 
therefore must punish. 

neither blot out &c.) Or, blot not out their 
sin from before Thy face that they may be 
made to stumble dcfore Thee. 

thus] Omit this word. As there is an 
acceptable tine and a day of salvation, so 
there is a time of anger, and Jeremiah’s 
prayer is that God would deal with his 
enemies at such a time, and when therefore 
no merey would be shewn. On imprecations 
such as these, see Ps. cix. introd. note. 
Though they did not flow from personal 
vengeance, but from a pure zea) for God’s 
honour, yet they belong to the legal spirit of 
the Jewish Covenant. We must not, because 
we have been shewn a ‘ more excellent 
way,” condemn too harshly that sterner 
spirit of justice which animated so many of 
the saints of the earlier dispensation. 

XIX., XX. The present prophecy is to 
be taken in close connexion with the 
preceding. Jeremiah chooses a vessel baked 
in the fire, and therefore incapable of being 
re-shape (cp. xviii. 1, 6 notes). It is the 
symbol of the obdurate, of those who have 
taken their final form (Rev. xxii. 11). In 
solemn procession he must bear the vessel 
out to the place of doom, the valley of 
Gehenna. ‘There he was to break the 


vessel; and just as all the art of the potter 
would be of no avail to restore the broken 
fragments, so did God proclaim the final 
destruction of Jerusalem such as it then 
was, and of that generation which in- 
habited it. 

XIX. L. get fie. purchase) a potter's 
earthen botilef The bottle was a flask with a 
long neck, and took its name from the noise 
made by Hquids in running out. 

the ancients] These elders were the regu- 
larly constituted representatives of the 
people (see xxix. 1; Num. xi. 16), and the 
organization lasted down to our Saviour’s 
time (Matt. xxvi. 47). Similarly the priests . 
had also their representatives (2 K. xix. 2). 
Accompanied thus by the representatives of 
Church and State, the prophet was to carry 
the earthen bottle, the symbol of their 
mean origin and frail existence, outside the 
walls of Jerusalem. 

2. the valley &c.| See vii. 31 note. 

the east gate) Others render “the pottery 

te.” ‘wo gates led into the valley of 

innom, the Fountain-gate at the South- 
East corner, and the Dung-gate on the 
South-West side of Zion ; some think that 
“the East gate” was neither of these, but a 
small or postern gate, used for throwing out 
rubbish, the valley having been put to this 
cearailing use from the time that Josiah 
defiled it (2 K. xxiii. 10). And thus the 
mean symbo] of a proud nation was carried 
out through a back door to be broken upon 
the heaps of refuse already cast there. 

3. kings] Plural because the message 
(vv. 3-9), related not specially to the reign- 
ing king, but to the whole royal house. 

have estranged this place] ‘They have 
not recognized the sanctity of this place, 
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pods, whom neither they nor their fathers have known, nor the 
kings of Judah, and have filled this place with ¢the blood of 


*2 Kin. 21. 
16 5 innocents ; ‘they have built also the high places of Bual, to burn 


fee aL. their sons with fire for burnt offerings unto Baal, ’which I com- 
hips ve wi 6 manded not, nor spake 7#, neither came 7¢ into my mind: there- 
me" fore, behold, the days come, saith the Lorp, that this place 

h Josh. 15. 8. shall no more bo called Tophet, nor *The valley of the son of 
7 Hinnom, but The valley of slaughter. And I will make void 

iLey.26.17. the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem in this place; ‘and I will 
Deut. 23. 25. cause them to fall by the sword before their enemies, and by the 
k Ps, 79, 2. hands of them that seck their lives: and their *carcases will I 
ch. 7. 33. give to be meat for tho fowls of the heaven, and for the beasts of 
tch. 18.16. 8 the earth. And I will make this city ‘desolate, and an hissing; 
every one that passcth thereby shall be astonished and hiss 

9 because of all the plagues thereof. And I will cause them to 

m Lev.26,29, eat the “flesh of their sons and the flesh of their daughters, ard 
erate tgs they shall eat every one the flesh of his friend in the siege and 
Lam. 4. 10. straitness, wherewith their enemies, and they that seck ther 
"Soch. 51. 10 lives, shall straiten them. "Then shalt thou break the bottle 


63, 64. in the sight of the men that go with thee, and shalt say unto 


°Ps.2.9. 11 them, Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; °Even so will I break this 

Isai. 30. 14. people and this city, as one breaketh a potter’s vessel, that cannot 

P ch. 7. 32. 4be nade whole again: and they shall »bury them in 'ophet, till 

12 there be no place to bury. Thus will I do unto this place, saith 

the Lorp, and to the inhabitants thereof, and even make this 

13 city as Tophet: and the houses of Jecrusalein, and the houses of 

@2 Kin. 23. the kings of Judah, shall be defiled 7as the place of Tophet, 

20. 32,99, because of all the houses upon whose ‘roofs they have burned 

Zeph. 1. 5. incense unto all the host of heaven, and *have poured out drink 

*ch. 7,18 14 offerings unto other gods. {J Then caine Jereiniah from Tophet, 

whither the Lorp had sent him to prophesy; and he stood in 

‘See2Chr. 15 ‘the court of the Lorn’s house; and said to all the people, Thus 

20. 5. saith the Lorp of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring 

upon this city and upon all her towns all the evil that I have 

“ch. 7. 26. pronounced against it, because “they have hardened their necks, 
& 17, 23. that they might not hear my words. 


21 Chr. 24 
14 


Cuar, 20. NOW Pashur tho son of “Immer tho priest, who was 
1 Neb. be healed. 


but have treated it as a strange place, by 


, 18. because of all] Lit, with reference to all, 
worshipping in it strange gods. 


limiting the denunciation to those houses 


innocents] i.e. guiltless persons. 

7. make void] The verb used here is that 
from which Lottie (v. 1) is derived, and as it 
represents the sound made by the water 
running out, it would be better translated, 

wr out. Jeremiah perhaps carried the 

ottle to ‘T'ophet full of water, the symbol 
in the East of life (Isai. xxxv. 6, xli. 18), 
and at these words emptied it before the 
assembled elders. 

11. aade whole again) Vit. healed. In 
this lies the distinction between this symbol 
and that of xviii. 4. The plastic clay can 
be shaped and re-shaped till the potter forms 
with it the vessel he had predetermined : 
the broken bottle is of no further use, but 
its fragments are cast away for ever upon 
the heaps of rubbish deposited in ‘Tophet. 


whose roofs had been defiled with altars. 
upon whose roofs they have burned incense] 
See 2 K. xxiii. 12, note. 

14, 15. As it was this repetition of the 
prophecy in the Temple which so greatly 
Irritated Pashur, these two verses ought to 
be joined to the next chapter. 

XX. The breaking of the bottle had been 
done so solemnly before witnesses of such 
high position, and its meaning had been so 
unmistakeably proclaimed in the Temple, 
that those in authority could endure such 
proceedings no longer. Roused therefore to 
anger by the sight of the listening crowds, 
Pashur, the deputy High-Priest, caused 
Jeremiah to be arrested, inflicted upon him 
the legal forty stripes save one, and made 
him pass a night in the stocks, exposed to 
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also chief governor in the house of the Lorn, heard that Jere- 
2 miah prophesied these things. Then Pashur smote Jeremiah the 
prophet, and put him in the stocks that were in the high gate of 
3 Benjamin, which zas by the house of the Lorp. And it came 
to pass on the morrow, that Pashur brought forth Jeremiah out 


of the stocks. 


Then said Jeremiah unto him, The Lorp hath 


4 not called thy name Pashur, but )Magor-missabib. For thus 
saith the Lorn, Behold, I will make thee a terror to thyself, and 
to all thy friends: and they shall fall by the sword of their 
enemies, and thine eyes shall behold 7¢ : and I will give all Judah 
into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he shall carry them 
captive into Babylon, and shall slay them with the sword. 


5 Moreover I will deliver all the strength of this city, and all the 
labours thereof, and all the precious things thereof, and all the 
treasures of the kings of Judah will I give into the hand of their 


bg Kin. 20. 
W&S2h 
12-16. 

ch. 3. 24. 


enemics, which shall spoil them, and take them, and carry them 
6 to Babylon. And thou, Pashur, and all that dwell in thine 
house shall go into captivity: and thou shalt come to Babylon, 


and there thou shalt die, and shalt be buried there, thou, and 
7 all thy friends, to whom thou hast ‘prophesied lies. 


¢ ch. )4. 18. 


q O Lorp, & 29. 21. 


1 That is, Fear round about, ver. 10. ch. 46, & & 49. 29. 


the jeers of the scoffers, at the most public 
gate of the Temple. Apparently it was Jere- 
miah’s last public prophecy in Jehoiakim’s 
reign, and was the cause why in. the fourth 
year of that king it was no longer safe 
for him to go to the house of Jehovah 
(xxxvi. 5). It is probable also that Jehoia- 
kim’s roll ended with the prophecy of the 
potter's vessel, and the account of the con- 
tumelies to which the prophet had in con- 
sequence been exposed. One prophecy, 
however, at least in our present book, is of 
a later date, that of the linen girdle 
(ch. xiii.). 

1. Pashur, the father probably of the 
Gedaliah mentioned in xxxviii, 1, was 
the head of the sixteenth course of priests 
(marg. ref.); the other Pashur (xxi. 1) 
belonged to the fifth course, the sons of 
Melchiah. Both these houses returned in 
great. strength from the exile. See Ezra ii. 


, 38. 

chief governor] Or, deputy governor. The 
Nigid or governor of the ‘Temple was the 
High-Priest (1 Chr. ix. 11), and Pashur was 
his Pakid, 7@.e. deputy (see i, 10 note). 
Zephaniah held this office (xxix. 26), and 
his relation to the High-Priest is exactly 
defined (2 K. xxv. 18; Jer. lii, 24). The 
Négid at this time was Seraiah the High- 
Priest, the grandson of Hilkiah, or (possibly) 
Azariah, ilkiah’s son and Jeremiah’s 
brother (1 Chr. vi. 13, Ezra vii. 1). 

2. Jeremiah the ophet] Jeremiah is no- 
where so called in the first nineteen chapters. 
In this place he thus characterizes himself, 
because Pashur's conduct was a violation of 
the respect due to the prophetical office. 

the stocks] This instrument of torture 
comes from a root signifying to twist. It 


thus implies that the body was kept in a 
distorted position. Cp. Acts xvi. 24, 

the high gate... Rather, the upper gaie o 
Benjamin in the house of Jehovah (cp. 2K. 
xv. 35); to be distinguished from the city 
gate of Benjamin leading towards the 

orth. 

8. Magor-missabib} See vi. 25 note. Jere- 
miah uses it no less than five times, having 
probably adopted it as his watchword from 

8. xxxi. 13, 

4. a terror to thyself, and to all thy friends) 
Jeremiah plays upon the meaning of Magor- 
missabib saying that Pashur would be a 
terror to all around. It is remarkable that 
he prophesies no evil of Pashur (7. 6). His 
was to be the milder fate of being carried 
into Captivity with Jehoiachin, and dying 
peaceably at Babylon (r. 6), whereas his 
successor Zephaniah was put to death at 
Riblah (ii. 24, 27). His punishment pro- 
bably consisted in this. He had prophesied 
“lies.” When then he saw the dreadful 
slaughter of his countrymen, Jehoiakim put 
to death, his young son dragged into cap- 
tivity, and the land stripped of all that was 
best, his conscience so condemned him as 
the guilty cause of such great misery that 
in the agonies of remorse he became a terror 
to himself and his friends. 

5. all the strength] All the stores, 

the labours) The gains of the citizens. 

6. thou hast prophesied lies] Pashur be- 
longed to the warlike party, whose creed it 
was, that Judea by a close alliance with 
E pe might resist the arms of Assyria. 

x 8. In the rest of the chapter we have 
an outbreak of deep emotion, of which the 
first part ends in a cry of hope (v. 13), fol- 
lowed nevertheless by curses upon the day 
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@ch. 1. 6. 
¢Lam. 3. 1-4. 
Sch. 6. 7. 
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thou hast deccived me, and I was ‘deceived : ¢thou art stronger 
than I, and hast prevailed: ¢I am in derision daily, every one 
8 mocketh me. For since I spake, I cried out, /I cried violence and 


spoil; because the word of the Lorp was made 2 reproach unto 


9 mo, and a derision, daily. 


of him, nor speak any more in his name. 
mine heart as a “burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was 
10 weary with forbearing, and *I could not stuy. * For I heard the 
defaming of many, fear on every side. 
will reportit. ?* All my familiars watched for my halting, saying, 
Peradventure he will be enticed, and we shall prevail against 
11 him, and we shall take our revenge on him. 4 But!the Lorp 
is with me as a mighty terrible one: therefore my persecutors. 
shall stumble, and they shall not ™prevail: they shall be greatly 
ashamed; for they shall not prosper: their “everlasting confusion 


9 Joh 32. 18, 
Pa. 39. 3. 

& Job 32, 18. 
Acts 18, 4, 
Ps. 31. 13. 


53, 54. 

ch. 1. 8, 19, 
m ch. 15. 20, 
™ ch. 23. 40. 
ch. 17. 10, 


»Ps. 54 7. 
& 69. 10. 


@ Ps, 35. 9. 
& 109, 30. 


12 shall never be forgotten. 


1 Or, enticed. 


§ Then I said, I will not make mention 
But his word was in 


Report, sey they, and we 


But, O Lorp of hosts, that °triest the 


righteous, «ad seest the reins and the heart, "let me sce thy 
vengeance on them: for unto thee have I o 
13 Sing unto the Lor, praise ye the Lorp: for “he hath delivered 


ened my cause. 


2 Heb. Erery man of my peace. 


of his birth. Was this the result of feclings 
wounded by the indignities of a public 
scourging and a night spent in the stocks? 
Or was it not the mental agony of knowing 
that his ministry had (as it seemed) failed ? 
He stands indeed before the multitudes with 
unbending strength, warning prince and 
people with unwavering constancy of the 
national ruin that would follow necessarily 
upon their sins. Before God he_ stood 
crushed by the thought that he had labovred 
in vain, and spent his strength for nought. 

It is important to notice that with this 
outpouring of sorrow Jeremiah’s ministry 
virtually closed. Though he appeared again 
at Jerusalem towards the end of Jehoiakim’s 
reign, yet it was no longer to say that by re- 

entance the national ruin might be averted. 

uring the fourth year of Jehoiakim the 
die was cast, and all the prophet hence- 
forward could «do, was to alleviate a punish- 
ment that was inevitable. 

7. thou hast deceived me...) What Jere- 
miah refers to is the joy with which he had 
accepted the prophetic office (xv. 16), ocea- 
sioned perhaps by taking the promises in 
i. 18 too literally as a pledge that he would 
succeed, 

thou art stronger than I| Rather, Thou 
hast taken hold of me. God had taken 
Jeremiah in so firm a grasp that he could 
not escape from the necessity of prophesy- 
ing. He would have resisted, but the hand 
of God prevailed. 

Lam in derision daily] Lit. Iam become a 
laughing-stock all the dan, i.e. perpetually. 

8. ‘Translate, For as often as I speak, I 
must complain; I call out, Violence and spoil. 

From the time Jeremiah began to pro- 
phesy, he had had reason for nothing but 

entation. Daily with louder voice and 


more desperate energy he must call out 
violence and spoil; as a perpetual protest 
against the manner in which the laws of 
justice were violated by powerful men 
among the people. 

9. Seeing that his mission was useless, 
Jeremiah determined to withdraw from 


it. 

I could not stay} Rather, I prevailed not, 
did not succeed. See r. 7. 

10. the defaming]) Rather, the talking. 
The word refers to people whispering in 
twos and threes apart ; in this case plotting 
against Jeremiah. Cp. Mark xiv. 58, 

Report, &c.] Rather, Do you report, and 
we will report him: i.c. they encourage one 
another to give information against Jere- 
miah. 

my familiares] Lit. the men of my peace (Ps. 
xli. 9). In the East the usual salutation is 
‘*Peace be to thee’’: and the answer, ‘And 
to thee peace.” Thus the phrase rather 
means acquaintances, than familiar friends. 

enticed) Lit. persuaded, misled, the same 
werd as deceired (r. 7). Cp. Mark xii. 13- 


ll. a mighty terrible one] Rather, a terrible 
warrior. The mighty One (Isai. ix. 6) Who 
is on his side is a terror to them. This 
change of feeling was the effect of faith, 
enabling him to be content with calmly 
dae his duty, and leaving the result to 


for...) Rather, because they have not 
acted wisely (x. 21 note), with an crerlasting 
disgrace that shall never be forgotten. 

12. This verse is repeated almost ver- 
batim from xi. 20. 

13. Sing) Jeremiah’s outward circum. 
stances remained the same, but he found 
peace in leaving his cause in faith to God. 
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14 the soul of the poor from the hand of evil doers. J" Cursed be the 
day wherein I was born: let not the day wherein my mother 
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r Job 3. 3. 
ch. 15. 10. 


15 bareme be blessed. Cursed de the man who brought tidings to my 
father, saying, A man child is born unto thee; making him very 


16 glad. And let that man be as the cities which the LorpD “over- 
threw, and repented not: and let him ‘hear the cry in the morn- 
17 ing, and the shouting at noontide ; * because he slew me not 


* Gen. 19. 
25. 


¢ ch. 18, 22. 
t Job 3. 10. 


from the womb; or that my mother might have been my grave, 


18 and her womb to be always great with me. “Wherefore came I 
forth out of the womb to ’see labour and sorrow, that my days 


should be consumed with shame? 


= Job 3. 20. 
y Lam. 3. 1. 


Cuap. 21. THE word which came unto Jeremiah from the Lorp, 


when king Zedckiah sent unto him *Pashur the son of Melchiah, 
2 and Zephaniah the son of Maasciah the priest, saying, ‘Enquire, 
I pray thee, of the Lorp for us; for N 
Babylon maketh war against us; if so be that the Lorp will 


@ ch. 38. 1. 
& 2 Kin. 25. 
as : 18. 
ebuchadrezzar king of OF oo 95, 
¢ ch. 37, 3. 


. 


deal with us according to ail his wondrous works, that ho may 
3 go up from us. {Then said Jeromiah unto them, Thus shall yo 
4 say to Zedekiah: Thus saith the Lonp God of Israel; Behold, I 
will turn back the weapons of war that are in your hands, 
wherewith ye fight against the king of Babylon, and against tho 


Chaldeans, which besiego you without the walls, and ¢4I will 


¢ Tsai. 13. 4 


5 assemble them into the midst of this city. And I myself will 


fight against you with an ‘outstretched hand and with a strong 


¢ Ex. 6. 6. 


6 arm, eyenin anger, and in fury, andin great wrath. And I will 
smite the inhabitants of this city, both man and beast: they 
7 shall dic of a great pestilence. And afterward, saith the Lorn, 


JT will deliver Zedekiah king of Judah, and his servants, and the 
people, and such as aro left in this city from the pestilence, from 
the sword, and from the famine, into the hand of Nebuchad- 


Sch. 37. 17. 
& 39. 5. 
& 52. 9. 


rezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of their enemies, and 


14. This sudden outbreak of impatience 
after the happy faith of 7. 13 has led to 
much discussion. Possibly there was more 
of sorrow in the words than of impatience ; 
sorrow that the earnest labour of a life had 
been in vain. Yet the form of the expres- 
sion is fierce and indignant; and the im- 
patience of Jeremiah is that part of his 
character which is most open to blame. He 
does not reach that elevation which is set 
before us by Him Who is the perfect pattern 
of all righteousness. Our Lord was a pro- 
phet Whose mission to the men of His gene- 
ration equally failed, and His sorrow was 
even more deep; but it never broke forth 
in imprecations. See Luke xix. 41, 42. 

16. The ery is the sound of the laimen- 
tation (vr. 8); the shouting is the alarm of 


‘war. 

XXIL-XXIV, With the last verse of 
ch. xx. ended the roll of Jehoiakim: with 
the first verse of ch. xxi. begins a digest of 
various prophecies addressed tc Zedekiah 
in his ninth year, and called Zedekiah’s 


roll, The occasion of this prophecy was the 
embassy sent by Zedekiah to Jeremiah, 


asking his prayers when the Chaldean army 
was advancing upon Jerusalem, So clearly 


did the Peeper foresee the result that he 
could give the king no hope. His answer, 
contained in the roll, divides itself into two 
parts, in the first (xx.-xxii.), the prophet 
reviews the conduct of the royal house: in 
the second (xxiii. 9-40), that of the priests 
and prophets; closing with a vision (ch. 
xxiv.) in which he shews the pitiable con- 
dition of Zedekiah and his people. 

XXI. 1. By sending this embassy Zede- 
kiah acknowledged that Jeremiah held the 
same position in the kingdoin which Isaiah 
had held under Hezekiah (2 K. xix. 2). 
Pashur and Zephaniah belonged to the 
party who were for resisting Nebuchad- 
nezzar by force of arms. 

2, Nebuchadrez:av] A more correct way of 
spelling the name than Nebuchadnezzar. 

according to all. his wondrous works) The 
king and his envoys expected some such 
answer as Isaiah had _ given on a former oc- 
casion (Isai, xxxvii. 6). 

4. without the walls} These words are to be 
joined to wherewith ye fight. 

6. agreat pestilence] As the result of the 
excessive crowding of men and animals in a 
confined space with all sanitary regulations 
utterly neglected. 
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into the hand of those that seek their life: and he shall smite 
* Deut. 28. them with the edge of the sword; %he shall not spare them, 
Bie 3a17, 8 neither have pity, nor have mercy. {And unto this people thou 
h Deut. 30. shalt say, Thus saith the Lorp; Behold, *I set before you the 
ae 9 way of iife, and the way of death. He that ‘abideth in this city 
ieee shall die by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilence : 
but he that goeth out, and falleth to the Chaldeans that besiege 
i Beets: you, he shall live, and *his life shall be unto him for a proy. 
ttev.i7 10, 10 For I havo ‘set my face against this city for evil, and not for 
ch. #h.11. good, saith the Lorp: “it shall be given into the hand of tho 
Anion? * 11 King of Babylon, and he shall*burn it with fire. § And touching 
we sie the houso of tho king of Judah, say, Hear ye the word of tho 
22. & 37.10. 12 Lord; O house of David, thus saith the Lorp; °!Exceute judg- 
ee Ps ment ?in the morning, and deliver him that is spoiled out of the 
» Ps, 101. 8. hand of the oppressor, lest my fury go out like fire, and burn 


9 Ezek.13. 8. 


that none can quench tf, because of the evil of your doings. 
13 Behold, I am against thee, O *inhabitant of the valley, and rock 
of the plain, saith the Lord; which say, *Who shall come down 


%punish you_according to the “fruit of your doings, saith tho 
Lorp: and I will kindle a fire in the forest thercof, and tit 


7 ch. 49. 4, 
14 against us? or who shall enter into our habitations? But I will 
* Prov. 1. 31, i 
Tsai. 3. 10, 
22 Chr. 3i, ° : 
19, shall devour all things round about it. 
ch, 52. 13. 


Cuap. 22. THUS saith the Lorp; Go down to the house of the 


@ ch. 17. 20. 


2king of Judah, and speak there this word, and say, “Hoar the 


word of the Lorn, O king of Judah, that sittest upon the throne 
of David, thou, and thy servants, and thy people that enter in 


® ch. 21. 12, 


3 by these gates : Thus saith the Lorp; *Execute yo jud 


ent 


and righteousness, and deliver the spoiled out of the hand of the 


¢ See vor.17, 


oppressor : and ‘do no wrong, do no violence to the stranger, 


the fatherless, nor the widow, neither shed innocent blvod in 


4 ch. 17, 23. 


1 Hob. Judge. 


4 this place. For if ye do this thing indeed, ¢then shall thero 
2 Heb. inkabitress. 


3 Heb. visit upon. 


8. Cp. marg. ref.; but here the alternative 
is a life saved by desertion to the enemy, or 
2 death by famine, pestilence, and the sword 
within the walls. ; 

9. he that...falleth to the Chaldeans] This 
was to counsel desertion, and would have 
been treason in an ordinary man: but the 
prophets spoke with an authority above that 
even of the king, and constantly interfered 
in political matters with summary decisive- 
ness, Cp. Matt. xxiv. 16-18. 

a prey| Something not a man’s own, upon 
which he seizes in the midst of danger, and 
hurries away with it. So must the Jews 
hurry away with their lives as something 
more than they had ao right to, and place 
them in the Chaldean camp as in a place of 
safety. 

11, Rather, And as to the royal house of 
Judah, Hear ye. Omit sey. The words are 
no command to the prophet, but form his 
introduction to the discourse which extends 
to the end of xxiii. 8. The king and his 
officers are to hear the gist of all the mes- 
sages rent to the royal house since the 
accession of Jehoiakim. 


12. Execute judyment] As the administra- 
tion of justice was performed in old time in 
person, the weal of the people depended to 
@ great degree upon the personal qualities 
of the king (see 2 Sam. xv. 4). And as the 
oppressor was generally some powerf ul noble, 
it was especially the king’s duty to see 
that the weaker inembers of the community 
were not wronged, 

13. Inkabitant is fem., the population of 
Jerusalem being always personified as a 
woman, the daughter of Zion. Omit and. 
Jerusalem is at once a valley and a rock 
(xvii, 3). The people are described as 
priding themselves on the impregnability of 
their city. 

14. the forest] This suggested to the Jew 
the idea of everything grand and stately. 

XXII. 1-9. ‘This prophecy, like the pre- 
ceding (xxi. 11-14), states the conditions 
upon which it was still possible for the house 
of David to ensure a long era of prosperity. 
It belongs therefore to the beginning of 
Jehoiakim’s reign. 

1, Go down] 7.c. from the Temple to the 
king’s hous3.. Cp. 2 Chr. xxiii. 20. 
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enter in by the gates of this house kings sitting !upon the throne 
of David, riding in chariots and on horses, he, and his servants, 

5 and his people. But if ye will not hear these words, ¢I swear 
by myself, saith the Lorp, that this house shall become a deso- 
G lation. {|For thus saith the Lorp unto the king’s house of 
Judah; Thou aré Gilead unto me, and the head of Lebanon: yet 
surely I will make thee a wilderness, and cities which are not 
7 inhabited. And I will prepare destroyers against thee, every 
one with his weapons: and they shall cut down ‘thy choice 
8 cedars, “and cast them into the fire. And many nations shall 
ass by this city, and they shall say cvery man to his neigh- 
our, * Wherefore hath the Lorn done thus unto this great city ? 

9 Then they shall answer, ‘Because they have forsaken the cove- 
nant of the Lorp their God, and worshipped other gods, and 
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¢ Heb. 6. 13, 
17. 


fIsai. 37. 24. 
7 ch. 21. 14. 


k Deut. 29. 


#2 Kin, 22, 


served them. 


10 Weep ye not for *the dead, neither bemoan him: but weep 

sore for him 'that gocth away: for he shall return no more, 
For thus saith the Lorp touching 
mShallum the son of Josiah king of Judah, which reigned 
instead of Josiah his father, “which went forth out of this place ; 


11 nor sec his native country. 


17. 
2 Chr. 31.25. 


k 2 Kin. 22. 
£0. 


12 THe shall not return thither any more: but he shall die in the 34 
place whither they have led him captive, and shall see this land 


no more, 
13 


°Woe unto him that buildeth his house by unrighteousness, 
and his chambers by wrong; "éhat useth his neighbour's ser- 
14 vice without wages, and giveth him not for his work; that saith, 
I will build me a wide house and *Jarge chambers, and cutteth 
him out *windows; and tt is cieled with cedar, and painted 


°2 Kin. 23. 
35 


Deut. 24. 


15 with vermilion. Shalt thou reign, because thou closest thyself 


1 Heb. for David upon his throne. 


3 Hob. through-aired. 


* Or, my trindots, 


6. Omit and. Thou art a Gilead unto me, 
a@ summit of Lebanon. 

yet surely] Lit. if not, the form of an oath 
with the imprecation omitted. For the full 
form see Num. xiv, 23. 

a wilderness, and cities] Omit and. The 
meaning is: If the house of David does not 
hear God’s words, though it be now grand 
as Lebanon, God will make it a wilderness, 
even uninhabited cities ; the house of David 
being regarded as equivalent to the kingdom 
of Judah. 

7. prepare] i.c. consecrate, see vi. 4 note. 

thy choice cedars) Vhe chief members of 

the royal lineage and the leading officers of 
state. 
10-12. In the two foregoing prophecies 
Jeremiah stated the general principle on 
which depend the rise and downfall of kings 
and nations. He now adds for Zedekiah’s 
warning the history of three thrones which 
were not established. 

The first is that of Shallum the suc- 
cessor of Josiah, who probably took the 
name of Jehonhaz on his accession (sce 
marg. reff. notes). 

10. the dead] i.e. Josiah (2 Chr. xxxv. 25). 

that gocth away] Rather, that is gone away. 


18. Far worse is the second example. 
hallum was no heartless tyrant like Je- 
hoiakim, who lived in splendour amid the 
misery of the nation, and perished so little 
cared for that his body was cast aside with- 
out burial. 
his chambers] Really, Ais upper chambers. 
From the absence of machinery the raising 
of materials for the upper stories was a 
difficult task, especially when massive stones 
were used. 
his work] Giveth him not his wages. 
14, large chambers] spacious apper cham- 


8. 

it is cieled] Or, roofing it. 

elon The pigment which gives the 
deep red colour still bright and untarnished 
on many ancient buildings. 

15, i.¢, Will thy buildings make thy rei; 
continue? These words imply that Jehoia- 
kim was looking forward to, and taking mea- 
sures to secure, a long continuance of power 
(cp. Hab. ii. 9-13. If so, Jeremiah probably 
wrote this PropEney. before Jehoiakim re- 
volted (2 K. xxiv. 1); and it, therefore, 
probably belongs to the same date as xxxvi. 
30, written in the interval between Nebu- 
chadnezzar's first conquest of Jerusalem, and 
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@2 Kin. 23. 


r Pg, 128, 2. 
Isai. 3. 10. 


* Ezek.19. 6. 
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in cedar? ‘did not thy father eat and drink, and do judgment 
16 and justice, and then "it was well with him? He judged the 
cause of the poor and necdy; then 7# was well with him: was 
17 not this to know mo ? saith the Lorp. *But thine eyes and 


thine heart are not but for thy covetousness, and for to shed 
innocent blood, and for oppression, and for ' violence, to do it. 
18 Therefore thus saith the Lorp concerning Jehoiakim tho son of 


‘ch. 16. 4, 6. 
" See 

] Kin,.13. 30, 
Fultilted 
499. 


= 2 Chr.36.6. 


ch. 36. 3U. Jerusalem. 


Josiah king of Judah; They shall not lament for him, saying, 
“Ah my brother! or, Ah sister! they shall not lament for him, 
19 saying, Ah lord! or, Ah his glory! Ife shall be buricd with 
the burial of an ass, drawn and cast forth beyond the gates of 


20 Go up to Lebanon, and cry; and lift up thy voice in Bashan, 
21 and cry from the passages: for all thy lovers are destroyed. 1 
spake unto thee in thy *prosperity; but thou saidst, I will not 


¥ ch. 3. 25, 
*ch. 23. 1. 
© ver. 20, 


hear. ’This hath been thy manner from thy youth, that thou 
22 obeyedst not my voice. The wind shall cat up all ¢thy pastors, 
and “thy lovers shall go into captivity: surely then shalt thou 


23 be ashamed and confounded for all thy wickedness. O %inha- 
bitant of Lebanon, that makest thy nest in the cedars, how 


Sch. 6. 24. 
¢ See 2 Kin. 


ch. 37. 1. 
«¢ Cant. 8. 6. 


Hag. 2. 23. 1 Or, incursion, 


Jehoiakim’s rebellion, and when Jeremiah 
was out of the reach of the tyrant’s power. 

closest thyself in cedar] Rather, viest in 
cedar ; i.e. viext with Solomon. 

did not thy father eat and drink &e.] i.e. he 
was prosperous and enjoyed life. ‘There is 
a contrast between the life of Josiah spent 
in the discharge of his kingly duties, and 
that of Jehoiakim, busy withambitious plans 
of splendour and aggrandisement. 

17. covetousness) Lait. gain. Besides ex- 
acting forced labour Jehoiakim, to procure 
the necessary means for the vast expenses he 
incurred, put innocent people to death on va- 
rious pretoxts, and escheated their property. 

18. Boldly by name is the judgment at 
length = pronounced upon — Jehoinkim. 
Dreaded by all around him, he shall soon 
lie an unheeded corpse, with no one to 
lament. No loving relative shall make such 
wailing as when a brother or sister is carried 
to the grave ; nor shall he have the respect 
of his subjects, AA Lord ! or, Ah his glory! 

19. the burial of an ass) i.e. he shall merely 
he dragyed out of the way, and left to decay 
unheeded. Nothing is known of the fulfil- 
ment of this prophecy. 

20. ‘The third example, Jehoiachin. With 
him all the best and noblest of the Jand 
were dragged from their homes to people 
the void places of Babylon. 

the passages) Really, Abarim, a range of 
mouutains to the south of Gilead, opposite 
Jericho (see Num. xxvii. 12; Deut. xxxii. 
49). Jeremiah names the chief ranges of 


2 Heb. prosperities. 


gracious shalt thou be when pangs come upon thee, *the pain 
24 as of a woman in travail! As J livo, saith the Lorn, ‘though 
Coniah the son of Jchoiakim king of Judah “were the signot 


3 Hob. inhabitrere. 


mountains, which overlook the route from 
Jerusalem to Babylon, in regular order, 
beginning with Lebanon upon the North, 
then Bashan on the North-East, and lastly 
Abariin on the South-East. 

thy lovers) i.c. the nations in alliance with 
Judah, especially Egypt, whose defeat at 
Carchemish (xlvi. 2) gave all western Asia 
into the power of Nebuchadnezzar. 

21, prosperity) Lit. asin mary. Gol spake 
thus not once only, but whenever Judah 
was at peace. 

22, shall cat up all thy pastors] Lit. shall 
depasture (ii. 16 note) tha pastors. Those 
who used to drive their flocks to censime 
the herbage shall themselves he the jirst 
prey of war. The pastors mean not the 
cings only, but all in authority. 

28. Lebunon is the usual metaphor for 
anything splendid. and is here jut for 
Jerusalem, but with especial reference to 
the kings whose pride it was to dwell in 
palaces roofed with cedar (7. 14). 

how gracious shalt thou be] Or, How wilt 
thou groan! 

24. The words king of Judai: belong to 
Coniah, and prove that he was king regnant 
when the prophet wrote. The prophet 
gives him the name by which he was known 
when in a private station (1 Chr. iii, 16) as 
he had done previously with Jehoahaz. 
These two kings bore their royal names for 
80 short a time that they probably never got 
into general use. 


the siynet] The badge of office. ‘To purt 
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25 upon my right hand, yet would I pluck thee thence; ¢and I will 
give thee into the hand of them that seck thy life, and into the 
hand of them whose face thou fearest, even into the hand of 
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand of tho 

26 Chaldeans. ‘And I wil! cast theo out, and thy nother that bare 
thee, into another country, where yo were not born; and there 

27 shall ye die. But to tho land whereunto they ‘desire to return, 

28 thither shall they not return. [Js this man Coniah a despised 
broken idol? is he 9a vessel wherein is no pleasure ? wherefore 
are they cast out, he and his sced, and are cast into a land which 

29 they know not? *O earth, carth, earth, hear the word of the 

20 Lorp. Thus saith the Lorp, Write yo this man ‘childless, a 
man that shall not prosper in his days: for no man of his secd 
shall prosper, ‘sitting upon the throne of David, and ruling any 
more in Judah. 


Crap, 23. WOE “be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the 
2 sheep of my pasture! saith the Lorp. Therefore thus saith 
the LorD God of Isracl against the pastors that feed my people ; 
Yo have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have 
not visited them: "behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your 

3 doings, saith the Lorp. And ‘I will gather the remnant of my 
flock out of all countries whither I have driven them, and will 
bring them again to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and 
4 increase. And I will sect up “shepherds over them which shall 
fecd them: and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, 
5 neither shall they be lacking, saith the Lorp. (Behold, ‘the 
days come, saith the Lorp, that I will raiso unto David a 


1 Hebd. Uft up their mind, ch, 44, 14. 
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¢ ch, 34. 20. 


f2 Kin, 24 
15. 
2 Chr. 36.10. 


7 Ps, 31. 12. 
ch. 48, 38. 
Hos. & 8. 


3. 16, 17. 
k ch. 56, 30, 


@ ch. 10. 21. 
Ezek. 34 2. 


6 Ex. 32.34 


© ch. 32. 37. 
Fzek. 34. 
13, &c. 


€ ch. 3. 16. 


¢ Jeni. 11. 1. 
& 40. 10, 11. 
ch. 33. J4. 
Dan. 9. 24. 
Zech. 3. 8. 
John 1. 45. 


with it, was to part with the royal 
authority. 

26. mother] See xiii. 18. It was her re- 
lationship, not to the dead king, but to the 
king regnant, which made her powerful. 

28. idol] Rather, vessel. Is Coniah 2 mere 
piece of common earthenware in which the 
potter has no pleasure, and therefore breaks 
it’ It is a lamentation over Jehoiachin’s 
hard fate, and that of his seed. This and 
the two following verses may have been 
written after the king had been carried into 
Captivity. 

29. earth] On the repetition ep. vii. 4 


note. 

80. childless} No child to sit on David's 
throne. See 1 Chr. iii. 17 note. 

Jeconiah was the last king of David’s line. 
His uncle indeed actually reigned after him, 
but perished with his sons long before Je- 
coniah’s death (lii. 10): and yet from so dead 
a trunk, from a family so utterly fallen, 
that spiritual King came forth Whose name 
is “Jehovah our righteousness” (xxiii. 5, 6). 

XXIII. 1. the pastors] shepherds, %.c. 
a9 arpa ae Lit, of Af 

he sheep of My pasture] Lit. of AfLy pastur- 
iny, the sheep of whom Iamshepherd. The 
people do not belong to the rulers but to 

0 


2. They had scattered them first spirit- 


ually by leading them into idolatry ; and 
secondly, many had literally been taken to 
Egypt with Jehoahaz, many in Jehoiakim’s 
time had fled thither, while others fell away 
to the Chaldwans: and finally the best of 
the land had been carried to Babylon with 
Jeconiah. 

driven eed dc. made them outcasts, In 
the East shepherds never drive their flocks, 
but go before them (John x. 4, 4). 

have not visited them] i.c. have not con- 
cerned yourselves about their conduct. 

hile there is no promise of restora- 
tion for the kings, there is for the people 
(see iv. 27), because they had been led astray 
by their rulers. 

I hare driven them) The evil shepherds 
drove the people into exile hy leading them 
into sin: and God by inflicting punishment, 

their folds] Or, their pastures. 

4, shepherds] Men like Kzva, Nehemiah, 
and the Maccabees, raised up specially by 
God. It is a revocation of the promise 
made to David (2 Sam. vii. 12-16) so far as 
the earthly throne was concerned, 

they shall feer no more...) ‘The effect of 
good government will be general security. 

neither shall they be lacking] Not one sheep 
shall be missing, or lost. 

§. Even with the temporal kingship abol- 
ished, David’s mercies are still sure. 
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SPs. 72, 2, 
Isai. 9. 7. 

2 Deut.33.28, 
Zech. 14. 11. 
4 ch, 32. 37. 
ich. 33. 16. 
1 Cor. L. 30, 
® ch. 16. 14. 


JEREMIAH. XXIIL 


righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, ‘and 
6 shall execute judgment and justice in the earth. 9In hi 
Judah shall be saved, and Israel *shall dwell safely: and ‘this 
is his name whereby he shall bo called, 1 TILE LORD OUR 
7 RIGHTEOUSNESS. Therefore, behold, *the days come, saith 
the Lorp, that they shall no more say, The Lorp liveth, which 


is days 


§ brought up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt; but, 


The LorD liveth, which brought up and which led 
the house of Israel out of the north country, ‘and from all 


' Tsai. 43. 5. 


the seed of 


countries whither I kad driven thom; and they shall dwell in 


their own land. 


§ Mine heart within me is broken because of the 


™ See Hab. *all my bones shake; 
3. 16. 


*ch. 9.2 

* Hos, 4. 2. for °because of *swearing the land mourneth; 
P ch. 12. LL 

teh. 6. 13, 11 and their force is not right. 

ad ages profane; yea, “in my 

Ezek. 8, 11 

* Ps, 35.6 

ae fall therem: for I ‘will bring evil upon them, 
‘ch. 11.23. 13 their visitation, saith the Lorp. 

" ch. 2. 8. 

Sie O18 44) people Israel to err. I have seen also in tho 
¥ ch, 29, 23. Jerusalem ‘an horrible thing: 


1 Jehovah-tsidkenu. 
? Or, cursing. 


3 Or, violence. 
* Or, an absurd thing. 


prophets ; 


I am like a drunken man, and like a man 
whom wine hath overcome, becauso of the Lorp, and because of 
10 the words of his holiness. For “the land is full of adulterers ; 


*the pleasant 


places of the wilderness are dried up, and their course is evil, 


For ¢both prophet and priest are 


house have I found their wickedness, 
12 saith the Lorp. *Wherefore their way shall bo unto them 
as slippery ways in the darkness: they shall be driven on, and 


even tho year of 
And I have seen ‘folly in 


the prophets of Samaria; “they prophesied in Baal, and caused 


prophets of 
vthey commit adultery, and 


5 Heb. uneavoury. 
© Or, Althiness. 


 eeseSsSaees 


@ righteous Branch] Or, sprout, germ (see 


Isai. iv. 2note). The sproutis thatin which ( 


the root springs un and grows, and which, 
tf it be deteonad: makes the root perish 
also. 

and «a King shalt vcign...] Rather, and 
he shall reign es king, David's family is 
to be dethroned (temporally), that it may 
reign gloriously (spiritually). But ep. xxxiii, 
17, 26 notes. 

G6. this is his name whereby he shall be 
called] From remote antiquity the person 
here spoken of has been understood to be 
‘* the righteous germ,” and this alone is in 
accordance with the grammar and the sense. 
Nevertheless, because Jeremiah (xxxiii. 15, 
16) applies the name also to Jerusalem, some 
understand it of Israel. 

THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS] 
Messiah is here called (1) Jehovah, and (2) 
our righteousness, because He justifies us 
by His merits. Some render, He by whom 
Jehovah works righteousness. Righteousness 
is in that case personal holiness, which is 
the work of the Spirit after justification. 

9. because of the prophets) Rather, con- 
cerning the prophets. ‘These words should 
come first, as being the title of this portion 
of the prophecy (rz. 9-40). 

because of swearing] Rather, because 
of the curse denounced against sin (xi. 3). 


The ee probably refers to the drought 
xii. 4). 

the pleasant places] pastures. 

their course] Their mode of life. 

their force is not right] Their heroism, that 
on which they pride themselves as mighty 
men, is not riyht, is wrong (see viii. 6 note). 

11, For both prophet and priest ave profane] 
While by their office they are consecrated to 
God, they have made themselves common 
and unholy by their sins. See iii. 9 note. 

yea, in my house] This may refer to sins 
such as those of the sons of Eli (1 Sam. ii. 
22), or that they had defiled the Temple by 
idolatrous rites, 

12, Every word denotes the certainty of 
their fall. Their path is like slippery places 
in darkness : and on this path they are pushed 
with violence. External circumstances assist 
in urging on to ruin those who choose the 
path of vice. 

13, And I have seen folly...] Rather, Also 
Ihave seen. The prophet contrasts the pro- 
pacts of Samaria with those of Jerusalem. 

n the conduct of the former God saw folly 
(lit. that which is insipid, as being unsalted). 
It was stupidity to prophesy by Baal, an idol. 

in Baal) i.c. in the name of Baal. 

14, Rather, But in the prophets of Jerusa- 
lem &c. Their conduct is more strongly 
condeznned than that of the Baal-priests, 
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*walk in lies: they ¢strengthen also the hands of evildoers, that 
none doth return from his wickedness: they are all of them 
unto me as ¥Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof as Gomorrah. 
15 J Therefore thus saith the Lorp of hosts concerning the pro- 
phets; Behold, I will feed them with ‘wormwood, and make 
them drink the water of gall: for from the prophets of Jerusalem 
1G is 'profaneness gone forth into all the land. Thus saith the 
Lorn of hosts, Hearken not unto the words of the prophets that 
prophesy unto you: they make you vain: ‘they speak a vision 
17 of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of the Lorp. They 
say still unto thom that despise me, The Lorp hath said, “Yo 
shall have peace; and they say unto every one that walketh after 
the ?imagination of his own heart, /No evil shall come upon you, 
18 For ?who hath stood in the *counsel of the Lorn, und hath 
perceived and heard his word ? who hath marked his word, and 
19 heard i? Behold, a “whirlwind of the Lorp is gono forth in 
fury, oven a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall gricvously upon 
20 the head of the wicked. Thetanger of the Lorp shall not return, 
until he have executed. and till he have performed the thoughts 
of his heart: *in the latter days ye shall consider it perfectly. 
21 ‘I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken 
22 to them, yet they prophesied. But if they had “stood in my 
counsel, and had caused my people to hear my words, then 
they should have “turned them from their evil way, and from 
93 the evil of their doings. {Am Ia God at hand, saith the Lorn, 
24 and not a God afar off? Can auy “hide himself in secret places 
that I shall not sce him? saith the Lorp. ?Do notI fill heaven 
25 and carth? saith the Lorp. I have heard what the prophets 
said, that prophesy lies in my name, saying. I have dreamed, I 
26 have dreamed. How long shall ¢/is be in the heart of the pro- 
phets that prophesy lies? yoa, they are prophets of the deceit of 


1 Or, Aypocrisy. 2 Or, stubbornness, gh. 13. 10. 3 Or, secret. 
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= ver. 26. 

@ Ezek. 13, 
22. 

& Deut. 32. 
32. 


Tsai. 1.9. 
ech. 8. 14. 


@ ch. 14. 14. 
ver. 21. 


ech. 6. 14. 
Ezek. 33. 10. 
Zech. 10. 2. 
f Mic, 3. 11, 
#? Job 18. 8. 
1 Cor. 2. 18. 


* ch. 25, 32. 
‘ ch. 30. 24. 
* Gen. 40. 1. 


fch. 14. 14. 
™ vor. 18. 


* ch. 23. 5. 


o Ps, 159. 7. 
Amos fi, 2. 
» 1 Kin.8.27. 


they strengthen...) First by neglecting to 
warn and rebuke sinners: secondly by the 
direct influence of their bad example. 

they are all of them] They have become. 
all of them, i.e. the people of Jerusalem, and 
not the prophets only. 

18. profaneness] Desecration. 

16. How were the people to know the 
false prophets from the true? The former 
bring a message that fills with vain hopes, or 
“speak a vision” out of their own invention. 

17. stifl’ continually. ‘This verse gives 
the chief test by which the false prophet is 
to be detected, namely, that his predictions 
violate the laws of morality. 

18. The prophet now applies this test to 
the circuinstances of the times. A whirl- 
wind has already gone forth (r. 19). Had 
these false prophets stond in God's secret 
“Council ” (so in 2, 22), they like Jeremiah 
would have laboured to avert the danger 
by turning men froin their evil way. 

19. Rather, Behold, the tempest of Jeho- 
vah, even hot anger hath gone forth and @ 
whirlwind shall burst upon the head of the 
wiek 


ed, 
20. the latter days] The proper and final 


development of any event or series of 
events. Thus the expression is used of the 
Christian dispensation as the full develop- 
ment of the Jewish Church. Here it moans 
the destruction of Jerusalem, as the result 
of the sins of the Jews. 

consider] Rather, understand. When Je- 
rusalem is destroyed, the exiles—taught by 
adversity—will understand that it was sin 
which brought ruin upon their country. 

21. van] i.e. hurried to take upon them 
the responsibilities of the prophetic office. 

22. they should have turned them &c.] ‘The 
work of the true prophet, which is to turn 
men from evil unto good, 

23. at hand) Or, near. An appeal to the 
omnipotence of God in demonstration of 
the wickedness of the prophets. His power 
is not limited, so that He can notice only 
things close to Him, but is universal. 

25. In Deut. xiii. 1 a dreamer of dreams is 
used in a bad sense, and with reason. God 
communicating His Will by dreams was a 
thing too easy to counterfeit for it not to 
be misused. 

26. Some translate, How long? Is it tr. 
the heart of the prophets that prophesy lies, 
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27 their own heart; which think to cause my people to forget my 
name by their dreams which they tell every man to his neigh- 


28 bour, %as their fathers have forgotten my name for Baal. 


Behold, I am against the prophets, saith the Lorn, * 


Tho 


fs not my word like as a 


at 


# Judg. 3. 7. 
£E Sch prophet !that hath « dream, let him tell a dream; and he that 
hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. What is the 
29 chaff to the wheat? saith the Lonrp. 
fire ? saith the Lorn; and like a hammer ¢thué breaketh tho 
rNeut.18. 30 rock in pieces? Therefore, behold, "I am against the prophets, 
aE rar a the Lorp, that steal my words every one from his neigh- 
oo" 31 bour. 
32 use their tongues, and say, Ie saith. Behold, I am against 
them that prophesy false dreams, saith the Lorn, and do tell 
* Zeph. 3. 4. them, and cause my people to err by their lies, and by ‘their 
lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded them: there- 
fore they shall not profit this people at all, saith the Lorn. 
33 {And when this people, or the prophet, or a pricst, shall ask 
¢ Mal. 1. 1. thee, saying, What is ‘the burden of the Lorn ? thou shalt then 
* ver. 39. 


say unto them, What burden? I will even forsake you, saith 


34 the Lorn. And as for the prophet, and the priest, and the people, 
that shall say, The burden of the Lorp, I will even *punish 
35 that man and his house. Thus shall ye say every ono to his 
neighbour, and every one to his brother, What hath the Lorp 
36 answered ? and, What hath the Lorp spoken? And the burdon 
of the LorD shall ye mention no more: for every man’s word 
shall be his burden; for yo have perverted the words of the 
37 living God, of the Lorp of hosts our God. Thus shalt thou 


1 Heb. eith tchom is. 


2 Or, that smooth their tongues. 


3 Heb. cisit upon, 


and prophesy the deceit of their heart —do 
they purpose to make My people forget My 
name by their dreams ahich they tell. one to 
another ? 

27. to his neighbour] i.e. to one another, 
to the people about him, to any one. 

as their fathers &c.] Rather, as their fa- 
thers forgot My name through Baal. The 
superstition which attaches importance to 
dreams keeps God as entirely out of men’s 
minds as absolute idolatry. 

28. « dream... faithfully] Rather, as « 
dream...a8 truth. The dream is but a dream, 
and is to be told as such, but God’s word is 
to be spoken as certain and absolute truth. 

The dreams are the chaff, worthless, with 
nothing in them; the wheat, the pure grain 
after it is cleansed and winnowed is God’s 
word. What have these two in common ? 

29. like as a fire] God’s word is the great 

urifier which destroys all that is false and 
bias only the genuine metal. Cp. Heb. 
iv. 12, 

like a hammer...) God's word rouses and 
strengthens the conscience, and crushes 
within the heart everything that is evil. 

80. Jeremiah gives in succession the main 
characteristics of the teaching of the false 
prophets. The first is that they steal God's 
words from one another. Having no mes- 
sage from God they try to imitate the true 
»rophets. 

31. that use their tongues] T.it. thet take 


Their second characteristic. 
iey have no message from God, but they 
take their tongues, their only implement, and 
say, He saith, mane the solemn formula by 
which Jehovah affirms the truth of His 
words. Solemn asseverations seemed to give 
reality to their emptiness. 

$2. The third characteristic. See rv. 25. 

lightness] Vain, empty, talk. 

33. burden] Here a prophecy, either (1) 
as being something weighty : or (2) a some- 
thing said aloud. Isaiah brought the word 
into general use; Jeremiah never used it, 
though his predictions were all of impending 
evil. The false Bis Desens however, applied 
it in derision to Jeremiah’s prophecies, play- 
ing upon its double sense, and so turning 
sclemn realities into mockery (see 7. 34). 

What burden?) Or, according to another 
reading, Ye are the burden. 

I will even forsake you} Rather, and I icilé 
cast you away. From the idea of a burden 
the thought naturally arises of refusing ty 
bear it, and throwing it off. 

85. ‘he proper words for prophecy. It 
is to be called an answer when the people 
have come to enquire of Jehovah : but His 
word when it is sent unasked, 

6. erery man's word &c.] Rather, every 
man’s burden shall be his word; 7.c. his 
mocking use of the word ‘burden’? shall 
weigh him down and crush him. 

prrerted) i.e. put into a ridiculous light. 


their tongues. 


Th 
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say to the prophet, 
38 What hath the Lorp spoken? 
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What hath the Lorp answered thee? and, 
But since ye say, The burden 


of the Lorp; therefore thus saith the Lorp; Because ye say 
this word, The burden of the Lorp, and I have sent unto you, 


39 saying, 
enol, 
you, 

40 you out of my 
reproach upon you, 
forgotten. 


Crap. 24. THE *Lorp shewed me, 


the carpenters and smiths, 
2 them to Babylon. 
figs that are first ripe: and the 
3 figs, which could not be eaten, 
the Lorp unto me, 
Figs; the good figs, 
4 cannot be eaten, they are so evil. 
came unto me, saying, 
5 Like these good fi 


and, behold, two baskets of figs « 
aere set before the temple of the Lorp, after that Nebuchad- 
rezzar "king of Babylon had carried away captive ‘Jeconiah the 
son of Jehoiakim king of Judah, and the princes of Judah, with 
from Jerusalem, and had brought 
Onc basket fad very 


Ye shall not say, The burden of the Lorn; therefore, 
T, even I, *will utterly forget you, and I will forsake 
and the city that I gave you and your fathers, and cast 
presence: and I will bring *an everlasting 
and a perpetual shame, which shall not be 


= Hos. 4. 6. 
¥ ver. 33. 


= ch. 20. 11. 


Amos 7. 1. 
& 8.1 


62 Kin. 21. 
12, &c. 

2 Chr. 36.10. 
¢ ch. 22. 21. 


ood figs, even like the & 29.2 


other basket had very naughty 
1they were so bad. 4] Then said 
What secst thou, Jeremiah And I said, 
very good; and the evil, very evil, that 
q Again the word of the Lorp 
Thus saith the Lorn, the God of Israel ; 
,80 will I acknowledge *them that are carried 


nway captive of Judah, whom I have sent out of this place into 


G the land of the Chaldeans for their 


oyes upon them for good, and ¢I will brin 
d not pull 


land: and ¢I will build them, an 


7 will plant them, and not pluck them up. 
San heart to know me, that I am the 
le, and I will be their God: for they shall return unto 
q And as tho evil ‘figs, which 
cannot be eaten, they are so evil; surely thus saith the Lorn, 
So will I give Zedekiah the king of Judah, and his princes, and 
that remain in this land, and *them 
9 that dwoll in the land of Egypt: and I will deliver them *to ‘be 

removed into all the kingdoms of the earth for their hut, ™to 


?my peo 


8 me “with their whole heart. 


the residue of Jerusalem, 


' Heb. for baduess.  ° Heb. the captivity. 


ee ee en 


38. since] Or, But if ye say. 

39. Translate, Therefore, behold, I wilt 
even take you up (or will burden you), and I 
will cast you, and the city which I gave you 
and your fathers, out of my presence. 

XXIV. This prophecy is the final out- 
come of what has gone before. Never per- 
haps has a reigning king been addressed 
in such contemptuous terms. When Jeco- 
niah was carried to Babylon, Zedekiah, the 
priests, prophets, and people of Jerusalem 
congratulated themselves upon being saved 
from such a fate: really all that was good 
among them was then culled out, and placed 
in safety; and they were left behind 
because they were not worth the taking. 

1. Omit were. Sct before, i.e. put in the 
appointed place for offerings of firstfruits in 
the forecourt of the Temple. 

carpenters] craftsmen (see marg. ref.). 


ood. For I will set mine 
ing them again to this 
them down; and I 
And I will give them 
ORD: and they shall be 


€ ch, 12. 15. 
¢ ch. 32. tl. 


s Deut. 30. 6. 
ch. 392. 39. 
Ezek. 11. 19, 


2 Chr. 7. 20, 
ch. 16. 4. 


3 Heb. for removing, or, vexation, ™ Ps. 44. 13. 


2. Fig-trees bear three crops ef figs, of 
which the first is regarded as a great delicacy. 

4-10. The complete fulfilment of this 
prophecy belongs to the Christian Church. 
“here is a close analogy between Jeremiah 
at the first destruction of Jerusalem and 
our Lord at the second. There the good 
fizs were those converts picked out by the 
preaching of Christ and the Apostles; the 
bad figs were the mass of the people left for 
Titus and the Romans to destroy. 

5. acknowledge...for their good] Specially 
their spiritual good. Put a comma after 
Chaldeans. 

8. that dwell in the land of Eaupt] Neither 
those carried captive with Jehoahaz into 
Egypt, nor those who fled thither, are to 
share in these blessings. ‘The new life of 
the Jewish nation is to be the work only of 
the exiles in Babylon. 
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"ch. 29. 18, 
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be a reproach and a proverb, a taunt “and a curse 
9 


in all places 


10 whither [ shall drive them. And I will send the sword, the 


funine, and the pestilence, among them, till they 


be consumed 


from off the land that I gave unto them and to their fathers. 


Czar. 25. TIE word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the eople 


* ch, 36. 1. 


of Judah “in the fourth year of Jchoiakim the son of Josia king 
of Judah, that wes the first 
2 Babylon; the which Jeremiah 


year of Nebuchadrezzar king of 
the prophet spake unto all the 


people of Judah, and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalom, saying, 


tch. 1.5. 


tch. 7. 13. 
& passim, 


ch. 7. 13, 
& 20. 19, 
¢2 Kin. 17. 
13 


ch. 18.11. 
Jonah 3. 8, 


3 4 From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon 
Judah, even unto this day, that is the three and 
tho word of the Lorp hath come unto me, 
unto you, rising early and speaking; “but ye have not hearkened. 

4 And the Lorp hath sont unto you all his servants the prophets, 
“rising early and sonding them ; 

5 inclined your ear to hear. They said, *Turn yo again now every 
one from his evil way, and from the evil of 
dwell in the land that the Lorn hath given unto you and to your 

6 fathers for ever und ever: and go not after other gods to serve 


king of 
twentieth year, 
and I have spoken 


but ye have not hearkened, nor 


your doings, and 


them, and to worship them, and provoke me not to anger with 


7 the works of your hands; and I will do you 
have not hearkened unto me, 
‘provoke me to anger with the works of your hands to your own 

Shurt. {Therefore thus saith the Lorn of hosts: Because ye 

9 have not heard my words, behold, I will send and tuke fall the 
families of the north, saith the Lorp, and Nebuchadrezzar tho 
king of Babylon, *my servant, and will bring them aginst this 
land, and against the inhabitants thereof, and against all these 
nations round about, and will utterly 
them an astonishment, and an hissing, and perpetual desolations. 

10 Moreover 1I will take from them the ‘voice of mirth, and the 


1 Heb. F will cause to perish from them. 
eee 


‘Deut. 32. 
2) 


ch. 7. 19. 
¥ch. 1,15. 


A ch. 27. 6. 
& 43. 10. 
See Isai. 
44. 25, 

' ch. 18. 16. 
£Isni. 2h. 7. 
ch. 7. 34. 
Ezek. 26. 13. 
Hos. 2, 11. 
Rev. 18. 23. 


XXV. It was immediately after the 
hattle of Carchemish (n.c. 605) between 
Egypt and Babylon, and probably before 
Nebuchadnezzar and his victorious army 
appeared in Palestine, that Jeremiah de- 
livered this prophecy, orally perhaps at first 
to the people, but soon afterwards committed 
to writing; it formed part of Jehoiakim’s 
voll (xxxvi. 29). It belongs to the year 
of Jeremiah’s greatest activity, when he was 
using his utmost efforts to detach Jehoiakim 
from Egypt, and prevail upon him to accept 
frankly the position of a king subject to 
Nebuchadnezzar, not only as a matter of 
policy but of religions duty. It was this 
latter aspect of the appeal that made the 
king reject it. Hs burnt the prophet’s roll, 
tried to slay the prophet, and heard the 
voice of God no more auring the rest of his 
r 


This invasion of Judwa, in which Daniel 
was carried captive to Babylon, was accord- 
ing to the date of the years the fourth, but 
according to the actual time the third, year 
of the Jewish king. Nebuchadnezzar was 


eign. : 
1. the fourth year] See Dan. i. 1 note. toh 


no hurt. Yet ve 
saith the Lorp; that yo might 


destroy them, and ‘make 


not yet fully king, but associated with his 
father Nabopalassar. 

3. the three and twentieth year] 4.e. nine- 
teen under Josiah, and four under Jehoia- 
kim. ‘This prophecy divides itself into three 
parts, (1) the judgment of Judah (rr. 3-11), 
and Babylon’s doom (rv. 12-14); (2) the 
Winecup of fury (vr. 15-29); (3) the judg- 
ment of the world (rz, 30-38). 

5. Turn ye] i.e. Repent ye ;—the greatsum. 
mons of God to mankind at all times (Luke 
xxiv. 47; Acts ii. 38; cp. Matt. iii, 2). 

9. The term families is probably ued here 
to signify the wide-»pread empire of Nebu- 
chadnezzar. 

my servant) This title, so remarkable in 
the Old ‘Testament as the expecial epithet, 
first of Moses, and then of the Messiah, is 
thrice given to Nebuchadnezzar, and marks 
the greatness of the commission entrusted 

im. 

10. take from them...the sound of the mill- 
stones, and the light of the candle (or, lamp)j 
‘Yo denote the entire cessation of domestic 
life. The one was the sign of the preparation 
of the daily meal, the other of the assem- 
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voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of 
the bride, ‘the sound of the millstones, and the light of the candle. 
11 And this whole land shall be a desolation, and an astonishment; 
and these nations shall serve the king of Babylon seventy years. 
12 And it shall come to pass, “when seventy years are accom- 
plished, ¢hat I will'punish the king of Babylon, and that nation, 
saith the LorD, for their iniquity, and the land of the Chaldeans, 
13 “and will make it perpetual desolations. And I will bring upon 
that land all my words which I have pronounced against it, even 
all that is written in this book, which Jeremiah hath prophesied 


14 against all the nations. °For many nations ®and great kings 


shall ¢serve themselves of them also: "and I will recompense 
them according to their deeds, and according to the works of 
15 their own hands. {J For thus saith the Lorp God of Israel unto 
me; Tako the ‘wine cup of this fury at my hand, and cause all 
1G the nations, to whom I send thee, to drink it. And ‘they shall 
drink, and be moved, and be mad, because of the sword that I 
17 will send among them. {J Then took I the cup at the Lornp’s 
hand, and made all the nations to drink, unto whom the Lorp 
18 had sent me: to wit, Jerusalem, and the cities of Judah, and the 
kings thereof, and the princes thereof, to make them “a deso- 
lation, an astonishment, an hissing, and “a curse; as it ts this 
19 day ; ¥Pharaoh king of Egypt, and his servants, and his princes, 
20 and all his people; and all?the mingled people, and all the kings 
of *the land of Uz, “and all the kings of the land of the Philis- 
21 tines, and Ashkelon, and Azzah, and Ekron, and ‘the remnant 


1 Heh. ciaié upon. 


2II 
'Eccles.12.4. 
2 Kin. 24. 1. 


m 2 Chr. 36. 


Dan. 9. 2. 
® Tgai. 13.10. 
ch. 50. 3. 


ch. G1. 27, 
P ch. 60. 4). 
ach. 27.7 

rch. 10, 29, 


Rev. 14 10. 
¢ Bzek 23.38 
Nab. 3. 11. 


% ver. 9, 11. 
* ch. 24. 9. 
y ch. 46, 2. 
= ver. 24 


aJob1.1. 
& ch. 47.1. 
¢ See Isai. 
20. }. 


Uling of the family after the labours of the 
adlay were over. 

il. seventy years] The duration of the 
Babylonian empire was really a little short 
of this period. But the seventy years are 
usually calculated down to the time when 
the Jews were permitted to return to their 
country (cp. xxix. 10). 

12. perpetual desolations] The ruins of 
Babylon form its only lasting memorial. 

18. The LXX. place a full stop after 
book, and take the rest as a title ‘‘ what 
Jeremiah prophesied against the nations,” 
which series there immediately follows. 
In the Masoretic text this series is deferred 
to the end (chs. xlvi.-xlix.), and with chs. 1., 
li., forms one entire series. Other reasons 
make it probable that the LXX. have pre- 
served for us an earlier text, in which all 
direct mention of the king of Babylon is 
omitte? and the seventy years are given as 
the duration of Judah’s Captivity, and not of 
the Babylonian empire. The fuller text of 
the Masorites is to be explained by the dis- 
location which Jehoiakim’s roll evidently 
suffered. See p. 162. 

14. shall serve themselves of them also] 
i.e. shall impose forced labour upon the 
hr aaa and reduce them also to servi- 
tude. 

15. saith] Or, hath said. This prophecy 
—placed by the LXX. after those against 
the nations—forms an impressive statement 


of the manner in which the new kingdom of 
Babylon was to execute Jehovah’s wrath 
upon the nations far and near. 

16. be moved] Rather, stagger. 

17. Then took I the cup] Not actually offer- 
ing the wine-cup—Holy Scripture has suf- 
fered much from this materialistic way, of 
explaining it :—but publicly proclaiming 
this prophecy in Jerusalem, as the central 
spot of God’s dealings with men, and leav- 
ing it to find its way to the neighbouring 
states. ; 

18. as it is this day] Words omitted by 
the LXX., and probably added by Jere- 
miah after the murder of Gedaliah had 
compieted the ruin of the land. 

18. ‘he arrangement is remarkable. Je- 
remiah begins with the South, Egypt; next 
Uz on the South-East, and Philistia on the 
South-West ; next, Edom, Moab, and Am- 
mon on the East, and ‘Tyre, and Sidon, and 
the isles of the Mediterranean on the West ; 
next, in the far East, various Arabian na- 
tions, then northward to Media and per 
and finally the kings of the North far an 
near. 

20. the mingled people} Either auxiliaries ; 
or, rather, a constituent portion of the penile 
of Egypt, who were not of pure bloo 

Azzah) i.e. Gaza. . 

the remnant of Ashdod] A sentence which 
none but a contemporary writer could have 
used. Psammetichus, after a siege of 


212 


ch. 49. 7. 
«ch. 43. 1. 
Sch. 49. 1. 
ch. 47. 4. 

* ch. 49. 23. 
ich. 49. 8, 
#2 Chr.9. 14. 
‘ See ver. 20. 
ch. 49. 31. 
Ezek, 30. 5. 
sok, 49. Dt. 
© ch. 50. 9. 
ech. 51. 41. 


" Hah, 2.15. 
4“ Usai. 51.21. 


¥ Prov. 11. 


ch 49, 12. 
Ezek. 9. 6. 
Luke 233. 31. 
* Dan, ¥. 18, 
¢ Ezek. 33. 
21 


“ Tgai. 42.13. 
Amos 1, 2. 
= PVs, 11. 4. 
ch. 17. 12. 
#1 Kin, 9.3, 
Ps, 182. 14. 
ech. 43 33. 
“ Hos, 4. 1. 
Mic. 6. 2. 

» Tsai. 66. 16, 


twenty-nine years, had captured and de- 
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22 of Ashdod, ¢Edom, and «Moab, and the children of Ammon, 
and all the kings of ‘T'yrus, and all the kings of Zidon, and the 
23 kings of the 'isles which ave beyond the “sea, ‘Dedan, and Tema, 
24 and Buz, and all ?that are in tho utmost corners, and ‘all the 
kings of Arabia, and all the kings of the ‘mingled people that 
25 dwell in the desert, and all tho kings of Zimri, and all tho kings 
26 of ™ Elam, and all the kings of the Medes, “and all the kings of 
the north, far and near, one with another, and all the kingdoms 
of the world, which are upon the face of the earth: and tho 
27 king of Sheshach shall drink after them. Therefore thou shalt 
say unto them, Thus saith the Lorn of hosts, the God of Tsrael : 
Drink ye, and %be drunken, and spuo, and fall, and rise no 
28 more, because of the swerd which I will send among you. And 
it shall be, if they refuse to take the cup at thine hand to drink, 
then shalt thou say unto them, Thus saith the Lorn of hosts; 
29 Ye shall certainly drink. For, lo, "I begin to bring evil on tho 
city ** which is called by my name, and should ye be utterly un- 
punished? Ye shall not be unpunished: for ‘I will call for a 
sword upon all the inhabitants of the carth, saith the Lorp of 
30 hosts. Therefore prophesy thou against them all these words, 
and say unto them, 4 The Lorp shall “roar from on high, and utter 
his voice from 7 his holy habitation ; he shall mightily roar 
upon “his habitation ; he shall givo 7u shout, as they that tread 
31 the grapes, against all the inhabitants of the earth. A noise shall 
come even to the ends of the earth; for the Lorp hath 4a con- 
troversy with the nations, “he will plead with all flesh; he will 
32 give them that ure wicked _to the sword, saith the Lorp. Thus 
saith the Lorp of hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth from nation 
to nation, and “a great whirlwind shall be raised up from tho 
33 coasts of the earth. ¢And the slain of the Lorp shall be at that 


' Or, region by the sen-side. 
* Heb, cut tuto coruers, 
or, Aucing the corners of 


the hair polled ; ch. 9.26. 
c 49. 32, 


3 Heh. upon thich my naine 
& 49. i t 


is culled, 


become the Chaldwans. The LXX. omit 


stroyed Ashdod, excepting a feeble rem- 
nant. 

22. the isles] Rightly explained in the 
margin ; it probably refers here to Cyprus, 

28. Dedan] See Isai. xxi. 13 note. 

Buz] See Job-xxxii. 2 note. 

ail that are &c.] See marg. ref. note. 

24. Arabia] That part which bordered on 
Palestine, and was inhabited mainly by 
Ishmaelites, 

themingled people] Cp. rv. 20note. In Arabia 
there seem to have been many tribes of 
Cushite origin, who by intermarriage with 
ether tribes had become of mixed blood. 

25. Zimri] Probably a district between 
Arabia and Persia. ‘‘Elam” is put in 
Scripture for the whole of Persia. 

26. all the kingdoms of the world &c.] In 
accordance with the usage of Holy Scrip- 
ture this universality is limited. It is moral 
and not geographical. 

Nheshach] Jerome says that this is the naine 
Babel written in cypher, the letters being 
transposed. Another example occurs in li. 
1, where the words the heart of my rizcrs up 


the clause containing the name. 

27. The Hiei ge denote the helpless- 
ness to which the nations are reduced by 
drinking the wine-cup of fury (r. 15). 

30. Jehovah has risen likea lion froin His 
covert, and at His roaring the whcle world 
is filled with terror and confusion. 

upon hia eetaties) Against His pas- 
ture ; tc. Judwa. Jehovah comes forth as 
the lion to destroy the sheep which lie 
terrified within the circle of the tents. 

a shout) The rintage-shout, here used for 
the war-cry. Cp. Isai. xvi. 9; Ixiii. 3. 

$1. A noise) ‘Lhe trampling of an army in 
motion. Cp. Amos ii. 2. 

a controversy) t.c. a suit at law. 

will plead), Or, will hold judgment. As 
judge He delivers the wicked to the sword. 

82. a great whirlwind} Or, storm. 

the cousts of the earth] See vi. 22 note. 
The thunderstorm seen first on the edge of 
the horizon overspreads the heaven, and 
travels from nation to nation in its destruc- 
tive course. 
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day from one end of the carth even unto tho other end of the 
earth: they shall not be lamented, /ncither gathered, nor buricd ; 
34 they shall be dung upon the ground. 9%Howl, ye shepherds, and 
ery; and wallow yourselves ix the ashes, ye principal of the flock: 


for 'the days of your slaughter and of your dispersions are ac- ‘ 


35 complished; and ye shall fall like *a pleasant vessel. And *the 
shepherds shall have no way to flee, nor the principal of tho 

36 flock to escape. A voice of the cry of the shepherds, and an 
howling of the principal of the flock, shall be heard: for the Lorp 

37 hath spoiled their pasture. And the peaceable habitations are 

38 cut down because of the fierce anger of the Lorp. He hath 
forsaken “his covert, as the lion: for their land is 4desolute be- 
cause of the fierceness of the oppressor, and because of his fierce 
anger. 


Cua. 26, IN the beginning of the reign of Jchoiakim the son of 
Josiah king of Judah came this word from the Lorp, saying, 
2 Thus saith the Lorp ; Stand in “the court of the Lorv’s house, 
and speak unto all the cities of Judah, which come to worship 
in the Lorw’s house, 'all the words that I command thee to 
S speak unto them; ‘diminish not a word: ‘if so be they will 
hearken, and turn every man from his evil way, that I may 
«repent me of the evil, which I purpose to do unto them becauso 
4 of tho evil of their doings, And thou shalt say unto them, Thus 
saith the Lorp ; ‘If ye will not hearken to me, to walk in my 
5 law, which I havo set before you, to hearken to the words of my 
servants the prophets, 9whom I sent unto you, both rising up 
G early, and sending them, but ye have not hearkened ; then will 
I make this house like “Shiloh, and will make this city ‘a curse 

7 to all the nations of the carth. {So the priests and the prophets 
and all the people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the 

S honse of the Lorp. Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah had 
made an end of speaking all that the Lorp had comménded him 
to speak unto all the people, that the priests and the prophets 
and all the people took him, saying, Thou shalt surely dic. 

9 Why hast thou prophesied in the name of the Lorn, saying, This 
house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate without 
an inhabitant? And all the people were gathered against Jere- 


2 Heb. a vessel of desire. 
3 Heb. flight shall perish 
from the shepherds, and 


excuping from, Ce 
Amos 2. 14. 
4 Heb. a desolation. 


VHeb. your days for 
slaughter. 
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ech. 16. 4, 
/ Ps. 73. 3. 


Ps, 76, 2. 


ach, 19. 18. 


5 Ezek. 3.10, 
Matt. 28. 20. 
¢ Acts 20. 27. 
d ch, 36. 3. 
ech, 18. 8, 
Jonah 3. 8, 


f Lev. 26. 14, 
&e. 

Deut, 29. 15. 
v ch, 7. 14. 
& 25. 3, 4. 
41S89m. 4 


ch, 24. 9. 


83. lamented] See marg. ref. and viii. 2. 

34-36. principal of the jlock) i.e. noble 
ones. 

acallow yourselves in the ashes] Rather, 
roll yourselves on the ground. 

jor &c.) Read; ‘for your days for_heing 
slaughtered are accomplished, and I will 
scatter you ” (or, dash you in pieces). 

fall like a pleasant vessel] The comparison 
suggests the idea of change from a thing of 
value into worthless fragments. 

36. huth spoiled] Or, spoileth. 

87. the peaceable habitations] The past- 
ures of peave, the peaceable fields where the 
flocks lately dwelt in security. Seer. 30note. 

38. Jehovah has risen up, like a lion 
that leaves its covert, eager for prey, 


that He may execute judgment upon the 
wicked. 

XXXVI. This chapter is a narrative of the 
danger to which Jeremiah was exposed by 
reason of the prophecy contained in ch. vil. 
and should be read in connexion with it. 
Vv. 4-6 contain a summary of the predic- 
tion contained in ch. vii., and that again is 
but an outline of what was a long address. 

9. The charge against Jeremiah was that 
of prophesying falsely, for which the penalty 
was death (Deut. xviii. 20). They assumed 
that it was absolutely impossible that Jeru- 
salem ever could become like Shiloh. 

against Jeremiah] unto Jeremiah, They 
regularly constituted themselves a congre- 
gation to take part in his trial. 
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10 miah in the house of the Lorn. When the princes of Judah 
heard these things, then they came up from the king’s house 
unto the house of the Lorp, and sat down 'in the entry of the 


11 new gate of the Lorn’s house. 


Then spake the priests and tho 


prophets unto the princes and to all the people, saying, *This 


* ch, 38. 4. 


man is worthy to die ; *for he hath prophesied against this city, 
12 as ye have heard with your ears. 


q Then spake Jeremiah unto 


all the princes and to all the people, saying, The Lorp sent me 
to prophesy against this house and against this city all the words 


‘ch. 7.3. 


13 that ye have heard. Therefore now ‘amend your ways and your 


doings, and obey the voice of the Lorp your God; and the Lorp 


™ yer, 3, 19. 


ch. 38,5. 14 you. 


will “repent him of the evil that he hath pronounced against 
As for me, behold, "I am in your hand: do with me 3as 


15 seemeth good and meet unto you. But know ye for certain, that 
if ye put me to death, ye shall surely bring innocent blood upon 
yourselves, and upon this city, and upon the inhabitants thereof: 
for of a truth the Lorn hath sent me unto you to speak all these 

16 words in your ears. Then said the princes and all the people 
unto the priests and to the prophets; This man 7s not worthy to 
dic: for he hath spoken to us in the name of the Lorp our God. 


* See Acts 
5. 34, &e. 
» Mic. 1.1. 


17 ¥°Then rose up certain of the elders of the land, and spake to 
18 all the assembly of the people, saying, ? Micah the Morasthite 
prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spake 


to all the people of Judah, saying, Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; 


“” Mic, 3. 12. 


#Zion shall be plowed like a field, and Jerusalem shall become 


heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of a 
19 forest. Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him at 


* 2 Chr. 32, 


2 cam.2416, 
* Acts 5, 39. 


all to death? "did he not fear the Lor, and besought ‘the 
Lonrp, and the Lorp ‘repented him of the evil which he had 
pronounced against them ? ‘Thus might we procure great evil 
20 ugainst our souls. And there was also a man that prophesied 


in the name of the LorD, Urijah the son of Shemaiah of Kirjath- 
jearim, who prophesied against this city and against this land 


1 Or, at the door, 
2 Heb. The judgment of 


death is for this man. 
3 Heb. as it is good and 


right in your eyes. 
* Heb. the fuce of the Lorp. 


10. the princes of Judah] The priests 
could scourge aman &c., but could not then 
try him for his life, as the Sanhedrim sub- 
sequently did till the Romans deprived 
them of the power. 

the new gate] That built by Jotham (2 K,. 
xv. eg and probably a usual place for 
trials. 

ll. This man is worthy to die] Lit. A 
sentence of death is to this man, 1.e. is his 
desert. 

12-15. The answer of Jeremiah is simple 
and straightforward. Jehovah, he affirmed, 
had truly sent him, but the sole object of 
his prophesying had been to avert the evil 
by leading them to repentance. If they 
would amend their ways God would deliver 
them from the threatened doom. As for 
himself he was in their hands, but if the 
put him to death they would bring the guilt 
of shedding innocent blood upon themselves 
and upon the city. 

16. This man &e.] Lit. There is not to 
tris man a sentence of death, i.e. he is ac- 


quitted by the princes and the congre- 
gation. 

17, the elders of the land] The heads and 
apokesnen of the congregation, who added 
their epproras after the princes who repre- 
sented the king had given their decision. 

19. Thus might we procure &c.| Rather, 
And we should commit a great evil against 
our own souls ; i.e. by putting Jeremiah to 
death, we should commit a sin which would 
prove a great misfortune to ourselves. 

20. This narrative of Urijah’s fate was 
no part of the speech of the elders, who 
would not be likely to contrast the beha- 
viour of the reigning king so unfavourably 
with that of Hezekiah. Moreover, it would 
have been a precedent, not for acquitting 
Jeremiah, but for putting him to death. 
Jeremiah, when he reduced the narrative 
to writing, probably added this history to 
shew the ferocity of Jehoiakim, and the 
danger to which he had been himself ex- 
posed, 
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21 according to all the words of Jeremiah: and when Jehoiakim 
the king, with all his mighty men, and all tho princes, heard 
his words, the king sought to put him to death: but when Urijah 
heard it, he was afraid, and fled, and went into Egypt; and 

92 Jchoiakim the king sent men into Egypt, namely, Elnathan the 

23 son of Achbor, and certuin men with him into Egypt. And they 
fetched forth Urijah out of Egypt, and brought him unto Je- 
hoiakim the king; who slew him with tho sword, and cast his 

24 dead body into the graves of the ‘common people. {J Neverthe- 
less “the hand of Ahikam the son of Shaphan was with Jeremiah, 
that they should not give him into the hand of the people to put 
him to death. 


Cuap. 27. IN the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim tho son of 
Josiah “king of Judah camo this word unto Jeremiah from the 

2 LorD, saying, Thus saith the Lorp to me; 4] Make thee bonds 
and yokes, Yand put thein upon thy neck, and send them to the 

3 king of Edom, and to the king of Moab, and to the king of the 
Ammonites, and to the king of Tyrus, and to the king of Zidon, 
by the hand of the messengers which come to Jerusalem unto 
4 Zedekiah king of Judah; and command them *to say unto their 
masters, Thus saith the Lorn of hosts, the God of Isracl; Thus 

5 shall ye say unto your masters; °I have made tho earth, the 
man and the beast that ure upon the ground, by my great power 
und by my outstretched arm, and “have given it unto whom it 
6 seemed mect unto me. ¢And now have I given all these lands 
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, /my 
servant; and ’the beasts of the field have i given him also to 
“ serye him. *And all nations shall serve him, and his son, and 
his son’s son, ‘until the very time of his land come: ‘and then 


many nations and great kings shall servo themselves of him. ? 


8 And it shall como to pass, that the nation and kingdom 
which will not serve the same Nebuchadnezzar the king of 
Babylon, and that will not put their neck under the yoke of the 
king of Babylon, that nation will I punish, saith the Lorn, 


3 Or, concerning their mas- 


1 Heb. sons of the people. 
ters, auying. 


2 Or, Aath the Lonp said. 
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«2 Kin. 22. 
12, 14. 


4 Server. 3, 


1. & 12. 3. 


e Ps, 146. 6. 
Isai. 45. 12, 
i Dan. 4.17. 
¢ ch. 28, 14. 
f ch, 25. 9. 
Ezek. 29. 
18, 20. 

# Dan. 2. 38. 
h 2 Chr. 36. 
20. 


Dan. 5. 26. 
* ch, 26, 14, 


Pa a a a Ne 


21. his mighty men) ‘The commanders 


time, if not by Ezra himself. Others think 


of his army ; the princes are the civil officers. 

22. Elnathan] Possibly the king’s father- 
in-law (2 K. xxiv. 8). 

23. out of Egypt) As Jehoiakim was a 
vassal of Evypt, fe would easily obtain the 
surrender of a man accused of treason. 

24, Ahikum] See marg. ref. His son 
Gemariah lent Jeremiah his room for the 
public reading of Jehoiakim’s roll, and an- 
other son Gedaliah was made governor of 
the land by the Chaldeans (xxxix. 14); the 
family probably shared the political views 
of Jeremiah. 

XXVII.—XXIX. _ In these three chap- 
ters we see with what. energy, and yet 
thoughtfulness, Jeremiah enforced the les- 
sons of ch. xxv. These chapters belong tv 
the first four years of Zedekiah. 

The spelling of certain proper names in 
these chapters has led some to argue that 
they were revised and corrected in Ezra’s 


the fact of no importance whatever. 

xXxV 1. of saa Really, of 
Zedekiah, as the Syriac reads (see v. 3). In 
the LXX. the verse is wanting. Some 
scribe has confused the title of this chapter 
with that of ch. xxvi. 

2. yokes] Two curved pieces of wood, 
the one put over the neck of the ox, the 
other under, and then fastened together by 
bonds or cords (ep. Ps. ii. 3). Cp. marg. reff. 

8. come] Or, are come. ‘The ambas- 
sadors of these five kings had probably 
come to Jerusalem to consult about form- 
ing a league to throw off the Babylonian 
supremacy. The attempt failed. 

. his son, and his son's _son) Evil-Mero- 
dach and Nabonadius (see Dan. v. 1 note). 
shall serve themselves of him] See _marg. 
ref. After long servitude to the Persian 
and Median kings, the Selucide ruined the 
remains of Babylon. 
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‘ver. lt 


™ ch. 26. 1. 
& 34.17. 


« Ezek. 13. 
31. 


“ch 14. i. 
& 24, 20. 
& 29, 3, 9. 


P2 Chr. 36. 


22 Kin. 25, 


#2 Kin. 25. 
18 


2' br, 36. 18, 


#2 Chr, 36, 
21 


ch. 29. 10. 
* Ezra 1, 7. 
ach. 27.1. 
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with the sword, and with the famine, and with the pestilence, 
9 until Ihave consumed them by his hand. Therefore hearken 
not ye to your prophets, nor to your diviners, nor to your 
‘dreamers, nor to your enchunters, nor to your sorcerers, which 
speak unto you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon: 
10 for they prophesy a lie unto you, to remove you far from your 
land; and that I should drive you out, and ye should perish. 
11 But the nations that bring their neck under the yoke of the king 
of Babylon, and serve him, those will I let remain still in their 
own land, saith the Lorn; and they shall till it, and dwell 
12 therein. 41 spake also to ™Zedekiah king of Judah according to 
all these words, saying, Bring your necks under the yoke of the 
13 king of Babylon, and serve him and his people, and live. "Why 
will ye dic, thou and thy people, by the sword, by the famine, 
and by the pestilence, as the Lorp hath spoken against the 
14 nation that will not serve the king of Babylon? Therefore 
hearken not unto the words of the prophets that speak unto 
you, saying, Ye shall not serve the king of Babylon: for they 
15 prophesy °a lic unto you. Vor I have not sent them, saith the 
Tons: yet they prophesy *a lic in my name; that I might drive 
you out, and that yo might perish, ye, and the prophets that 
16 prophesy unto you. J AlsoI spake to the priests and to all this 
people, saying, Thus saith the Lorp; ILlearken not to the words 
of your prophets that prophesy unto you, saying, Behold, ?tho 
vessels of the Lorn’s house shall now shortly be brought again 
17 from Babylon: for they prophesy a lie unto you. Hearken not 
unto them; serve the king of Babylon, and live: whereforo 
1S should this city be laid waste But if they be prophets, and if 
the word of the Lorp be with them, let them now make inter- 
cession to the Lorp of hosts, that the vessels which are left in 
the house of the Lorn, and in the house of the king of Judah, 
19 and at Jerusalem, go not to Babylon. For thus saith the Lorp 
of hosts ¢concerning the pillars, and concerning the sea, aml 
concerning the bases, and concerning the residue of tho vessels 
20 that remain in this city, which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
took not, when he carried away “captive Jeconiah the son of 
Jchoiakim king of Judah from Jerusalem to Babylon, and all the 
21 nobles, of Judah and Jerusalem ; yea, thus saith the Lorp of 
hosts the God of Isracl, concerning the vessels that remain in 
the house of the Lonrb, and in the house of the king of Judah 
22 and of Jerusalem: they shall be ‘carried to Babylon, and there 
shall they be until the day that I ‘visit them, saith the Lorp: 
then "will I bring them up, and restore them to this place. 


Cuap. 28. ANT) «it came to pass the same year, in the beginning of 
the reign of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the fourth year, and in 
the fifth month, that Hananiah the son of Azur, the prophet, 


' Heb. dreama, 2 Heb. in a lie, or, lyingly, 


ewe me a A 


9. dreamers] Lit., as in marg. People 
dream dreams for themselves, and go to 
diviners to ask the explanation of them. 

10. to remore you far...) That would be 
the result of their vaticinations. 

11. nations...] Rather, the nation. 

13-15. Zedekiah was restless under the 
Babylonian yoke, and the false prophets 


found only too ready a hearing from him. 

e is addressed in the plural hecausce his 
feelings were fully shared by the mass of 
the officers of state and by the people. 

XAXVIUII. 1. in the beginning... Zedckiah] 
Probably a gloss put into the margin to ex- 
plain “the same year,” whence it has crept 
into the text. 


JNREMIAH. XXVIII 


which 2ras of Gibeon, spake unto me in the house of the Lorp, 
2 in the presence of the priests and of all the people, saying, Thus 
speaketh the Lorp of hosts, the God of Isracl, saying, [ have 
3 broken *the yoke of the king of Babylon. ‘Within 'two full 
years will I bring again into this placo all the vessels of the 
Lorp’s house, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon_took 
4 away from this place, und carried them to Babylon: and T will 
bring again to this place Jeconiah the son of Jchoinkim king of 
Judah, with all the captives of Judah, that went into Babylon, 
saith the Lorp: for 1 will break the yoke of the king of 
5 Babylon. {Then the prophet Jeremiah said unto the prophet 
Hananiah in the presence of the priests, and in the presence of 
G all the people that stood in the house of the Lorp, even the 
prophet Jeremiah said, ¢Amen: the Lorn do so: the Lorn 
perform thy words which thou hast prophesied, to bring again 
the vesselz of the Lorv’s house, and all that is carried away 
+ captive, from Babylon into this place. Nevertheless hear thou 
now this word that 1 speak in thine cars, and in the ears of all 
§ the people; The prophets that have been before ine and before 
thee of old prophesied both against many countries, and against 
9 great kingdoms, of war, and of evil, and of pestilence. «The 
prophet which prophesicth of peace, when the word of the 
prophet shall como to pass, thex shall the prophet be known, 
10 that the Lorn hath truly senthim. 4‘Chen Iananiah the prophet 
took the ‘yoke from off the prophet Jeremiah’s neck, and brake 
11 it. And Hananiah spake in the presence of all the people, say- 
ing, Thus saith the Lorn; Even so will I break the yoke of 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon “from the neck of all nations 
within the space of two full years. And the prophet Jeremiah 
went his way. 


12. Then the word of the Lorn came unto Jeremiah the prophet, 
after that Hananiah the prophet had broken the yoke from off 
13 the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, saying, Go and tell Hananiah, 
saying, Thus saith the Lorp; Thou hast broken the yokes of 
14 wood: but thou shalt make for them yokes of iron. Tor thus 
snith the Lorn of hosts, the God of Israel; I have put a yoke of 
iron upon the neck of all these nations, that they may serve 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they shall serve him: 
13 and ¢I have given him the beasts of the field also. J Then said 
the prophet Jeremiah unto Hananiah the prophet, Hear now, 
YWananiah; The Lorp hath not sent thee; but *thou makest 
16 this people to trust in a lic. Thereforo thus saith the Lorn ; 
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bch. 
¢ ch. 


27. 12. 
27. 16. 


#1 Kin. 1.36. 


¢ Dent.19.22, 


f ch, 27. 2. 


2 ch. 27.7. 


ich. 27. 6. 


& ch. 29. 31. 
‘zek, 13, 22. 


Y Heb. tiro years of days. 


Cior city of priests (Josh. xxi. 17). 
Hananiah was probably a priest as well as a 
prophet. He chose either a Sabbath or a new 
moon, that he might confront Jeremiah not 
only in the presence of the priests, but also of 
all. the Bee He used (7. 2) the solemn 
formula which claims direct inspiration. 

3. Within two full years) Lit. In_ yet two 
years even days. Hananiah probably was 
induced to fix this date by the expectation 
that the confederacy then on foot would 
defeat Nebuchadnezzar. 

4. Jeconiah| Zedekiah not being popular, 


2 Heb. captivity. 


the people would have preferred the young 
king, who had not reigned long enough to 
make enemies. Probably also Aedekiah 
hal started for Babylon (li. 59). 

6-9. Jeremiah’s own wishes concurred 
with Hananiah’s prediction, but asserts that 
that prediction was at variance with the 
language of the older prophets. 

9. then shall the prophet &c.) Or, “shall 
be known as the prophet whom the Lorp 
hath truly sent.” 

10. The multitude would see in Hana- 
niah’s act a symbol of deliverance. 
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‘ Deut. 13. 5. 
eh, 29. $2. 


a2 Kin, 24 
12, &e. 
ch, 22, 26, 


’ ver, 23, 


< Kara 6. 10. 
1 Tim. 2, 2. 


ch. 14. 14, 
X23, 21, 


3 
/2 Chr, 36, 
2t, 22. 
eh. 27, 22. 


JEREMIAH. XXVIII. XXIX. 


Behold, I will cast thee from off the face of the earth: this year 
thou shalt dic, because thou hast taught !' rebellion against the 

17 Lorp. So Hananiuh the prophet died the same year in the 
seventh month. 


Cuarp. 29. NOW these are tho words cf the letter that Jeremiah 
the prophet sont from Jerusalem unto the residue of the clders 
which were carried away captives, and to the priests, and to the 
prophets, and to all the people whom Nebuchadnezzar had 

2 carried away captive from Jerusalem to Babylon; (after that 
“Jeconiah the king, and the queen, and the Zeunuchs, the 
princes of Judah and Jerusalem, and the carpenters, and the 

3 smiths, were departed from Jerusalem ;) by the hand of Elasah 
the son of Shaphan, and Gemariah the son of Hilkiah, (whom 
Zcdckiah king of Judah sent unto Babylon to Nebuchadnezzar 

4 king of Habs ton) saying, Thus saith the Lorn of hosts, the God 
of Israel, unto all that are carried away captives, whom I haye 
caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon; 

34° Build ye houses, and dwell ix them ; and plant gardens, and 

G cat the fruit of them; take ye wives, and beget sons and 
daughters; and take wives for your sons, and give your 
daughters to husbands, that they may bear sons and danghters ; 

7 that ye may be increased there, and not diminished. And seck 
the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be carried 
uway captives, ‘and pray unto the Lorp for it: for in the peace 

8 thereof shall ye have peace. For thus saith the Lonrp of hosts, 
the God of Israc!; Let not your prophets and your diviners, 
that bein the midst of you, ¢deccive you, neither hearken to 

9 your dreams which ye cause to be dreamed. ¢For they pro- 
phesy *falsely unto you in my name: I have not sent them, 

10 saith the Lop. For thus saith the Lorp, That after seventy 

2 Or, chaimberlaine. 


' Heb, revolt. 3 Heh. in a lie. 


16. I will vast thee] Rather, I send thee 
away. God had not sent Hananiah to pro- 
ey but He does now send him away to 
lie. 

taught rebellion] As Nebuchadnezzar was 
Jehovah's servant, to teach rebellion against 
him was to teach rebellion against his Master. 

IX. Appended to this history of the 
struggle with the false prophets at home is 
a letter addressed to the exiles at Babylon. 
There was at Babylon as at Jerusalem 
the same determination of the Jews never 
to submit quietly to ao foreign rule. ‘lhis 
Jeremiah sought to quell. His words found 
credence, but not without resistance on the 
part of the false prophets. 

L. the residue of the elders] i.e. such of the 
elders as were still alive. 

2. the queen] The queen-mother. 

8. Elasah] Probably brother of Ahikam 
(xxvi. 24), and therefore an acceptable per- 
son at the Chaldwan court. 
had to goin person to Babylon in his fourth 
year (li, 59), this embassy was probably 
sent two or three years earlier. Its date, 
however, was subsequent to the vision in 
ch. xxiv. Itis appended therefore to ch. 


As Zedekiah 1] 


xxviii, not as later in point of time, but 
because of the similarity of subject. 

4-7. Ar the exile was God’s doing for 
their good, they were to make the best of 
their position, and acquire wealth and in- 
fluence ; whereas if they were always rest- 
lessly looking out for the opportunity of re- 
turning home, they would rapidly fall into 
poverty and dwindle away. 

7. seek the peace of the city...) Not only 
because their welfare for seventy years was 
bound _up with that of Babylon, Lae because 
it would have degraded their whole moral 
nature to have lived as conspirators, handed 
together against the country that was for 
the time their home. 

8. your prophets and your diviners] The 
evils from which the people had suffered so 
oy at hume followed them in their 
exile. 

dreams which ye cause to be dreamed] As 
ong as there was a market for dreams, so 
long there would be plenty of impostors to 
supply them. 

. after seventy years) Lit., according to 
the measure of the fulfilment of seventy years 
for Bubylon. The seventy years (xxv. 11 


JEREMIAH. XXIX. 


years be accomplished at Babylon I will visit you, and perform 
iny good word toward you, im causing you to return to this 
11 place. For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith 
the Lorn, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an 


12 expected end. ‘Then shall ye %call upon me, and ye shall go | 


13 and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. And *yo shall 


sock me, and find me, when ye shall search for me‘ with all your 4, 


14 heart. And *I will be found of you, saith the Lorn: and I will 
turn away your captivity, and ‘I will gather you from all the 
nations, and from all the places whither I have driven you, saith 
the Lorp; and I will bring you again into the place whenco I 

15 cnused you to be carried away captive. J] Because ye havo said, 

16 The Lorp hath raised us up prophets in Babylon; krow that 
thus saith the Lorp of the king that sitteth upon the throne of 
David, and of all the peoplo that dwelleth in this city, and of your 

17 brethren that are not gono forth with you into captivity ; Thus 
aaith the Lorp of hosts; Behold, I will send upon them tho 
“sword, the famine, and the pestilence, and will make them like 

18 *vilo figs, that cannot be caten, they are so evil. And I will 
persecute them with the sword, with the famine, und with the 
pestilence, and will deliver them to be removed to all the king- 
doms of the carth, “to be #a curse, and an astonishment, and an 
hissing, and a reproach, among all the nations whithor I have 

19 driven them: because they have not bearkened to my words, 
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Isai. 55. 6. 
ich. 23. 3. 


™ ch, 24. 10. 
® ch, 24. 8, 


© Deut.28.25. 
2 Chr. 20. 8. 
ch. 15. 4. 

P ch. 26. 6. 


saith the Lorp, which ¢I sent unto them by iny servants the 
rising up early and sending them ; but yo would not 
{ Hear yo therefore the word of the Lorn, 
the captivity, whom I have sent from Jerusalem to 


prophets, 
20) hear, suith the Lorn. 
all vo of 


21 Babylon: Thus saith the Lorn of hosts, the God of Isracl, of 
Ahab the son of Kolaiab, and of Aedekiah the son of Maasciah, 
which prophesy a lie unto you in my name; Behold, I will 
deliver them into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon ; 


99 and he shall slay them before your eyes; “and of them shall be 
taken up 2 curse by all the captivity of Judah which are in 
, The Lorp make thee like Zedekinh and hike 
23 Ahab, ‘whom the king of Babylon roasted in_the fire; because 
‘they have committed villany in Isracl, and have committed 


Babylon, sayin 


' Heb. end and expectation. 


note) are primarily the length of the Baby- 
lonian empire, and only in a secondary sense 
that «f the Jewish exile. 

11. an expected end] Rather, a future anda 
hope. ‘Che nation shall not come to an end ; 
the exile shall be followed by_a restoration. 

14, turn away your captivity] Or, ‘restore 
your prosperity.” : 

16-20. ‘(hese verses are not in the LXX. 
But the text of the LXX. is here through- 
ont so brief and confused as to be explicable 
only on the supposition, that it represents 
what was left behind in Egypt when Jere- 
miah died, copied probably with extreme 
haste, and with no opportunity of careful 
collation afterwards. On the other hand 
the Hebrew text represents no hurried trans- 
cript, but the original manuscript, and is 
especially trustworthy in the case of these 
letters sent to Babylon (see also ch. li.), be- 


r Sea Cien. 
48. 20. 
Isai. 65. 15, 


* Dan. 3. G. 
t ch. 23. 11. 


2 Heb. fur a cnrse. 


cause the originals of them would be avail- 
able for collation with the text preserved 
by Jeremiah himself. ‘lhe verses were prob- 
ably intended to allay excitement in Baby- 
lon consequent upon the knowledge that 
the representatives of various kings were 
assemble at that very time at Jerusalem to 
form a coalition against Babylon (xxvii. 3). 

1%. vile] The word does not occur else- 
where, but comes from a root signifying to 
shudder, and thus has an intense meaning. 

22. « curae] There isa play here of words. 
which probably was the cause why the 
death of these men passed into a proverb. 
One of them was named ben-Kolaiah; and 
they are to be made a curse (keldlih), be- 
cause Nebuchadnezzar had roasted (kéldh ) 
them. (p. marg. ref. note. 

23. villanu] Elsewhere folly, in the sense 
of lewdness (Judy. xx. 6), wnelastity. 


JEREMIAH. XXIX. XXX. 


adultery with their neighbours’ wives, and have spoken lyin 
words in my name, which 1 have not commanded them: even f 
24 know, and am a witness, saith the Lorn. 4 Z'hus shalt thou also 
speak to Shemaiah the 'Nehclamite, saying, Thus speaketh tho 
25 Lonp of hosts, the God of Israel, saying, Because thou hast sent 
letters in_thy name unto all the people that are at Jerusalem, 
“and to Zephaniah the son of Maasciah the priest, and to all the 
26 priests, saying, The Lorp hath made thee priest in the stead of 
Jchoiada the priest, that yo should be “officers in the house of 
the Lorn, for every man that is ¥mad, and maketh himsolf a 
prophet, that thou shouldest ‘put him in prison, and in tho 
2% stocks, Now therofore why hast thou not reproved Jeremiah 
28 of Anathoth, which maketh himself u prophet to you? For 
therefore he sent unto us in Babylon, saying, This captivity is 
long: “build ye houses, and dwell ix them ; and plant gardens, 
29 and cat the fruit of them. And Zephaniah the priest read this 
30 letter in the cars of Jeremiah the prophet. 4 Then came the word 
31 of the Lorp unto Jeremiah, saying, Send to all them of the 
captivity, saying, Thus saith the Lorn concerning Shemaiah the 
Nehelunite: Because that Shemaiah hath prophesied unto you, 
32 and I sent him not, and he caused you to trust in a lie: there- 
fore thus saith the Lorp; Behold, I will punish Shemuaiah the 
Nehelamite, and his seed: he shall not have a man to dwell 
umong this people ; neither shall he behold the good that T will 
do for my people, saith the Lorn; “because he hath taught 
“rebellion against the Lorp. 
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4 2 Kin. 25, 
ch. 2h1. 
*=ch. 20. 1. 


v2 Ki 
Acts 26, 2-4, 
* ch, 20. 2. 


“ver, be 


" ch. 23, 15, 


ech. 23. 16, 


Cuar. 30. THE word that came to Jeremiuh froin the Lonrp, say- 

2 ing, Thus speaketh the Lorn God of Israel, saying, { Write thee 

3 all the words that I have spoken unto thee ina book. For, lo, 

"ver. 18, the days come, saith the Lorp, that “I will bring again the cap- 
hzek. 80, 25, 

Amus 9, Lt 


? Or, dreamer. 2 Heb. recol#, 


24-29. A narrative shewing the effects of 
Jeremiah’s letter. Shemaiah the leader of 


- oe en ee eee. 


the Jewish people. This subject is ‘the 
New Covenant.” In contrast then with the 


the false prophets wrote to Zephaniah, urg- 
ing him to restrain the prophet’s zeal with 
the prison and the stocks. : 

24. to Shemaiah} Rather, concerning. 

the Nehclamite] Not as in the margin; 
hut one belonging to the village of Neklam 
(unknown). 

26. officers] Deputy High-Priests who had 
the oversight of the Temple. 

mad) See 2 K. ix. 11 note. Many of the 
xymibolical actions of the prophets, such as 
that of Jeremiah going about with a yoke 
on his neck, would be mocked at by the irre- 
verent as passing the line between prophecy 
and madness, 

prison) Rather, the stocks (xx. 2). 

the stocks] Rather, collar. 

28. This captivity is /ong] Rather, It is 
long. Goui's anger, their punishment, the 
exile, the time necessary for their repent- 
anc2—all is long to men who will never live 
to xee their country again. 

XX XONXXID, In these four chapters, 
not all written at the same time, are ga- 
thered together whatsoever God had re- 
vealed to Jeremiah of happier import for 


rolls of Jehoiakim and Zedekiah, we here 
have one containing the nation’s ho A 
considerable portion was written in the 
tenth year of Zedekiah, when famine and 
Teanlenee were busy in the city, its capture 
aily more imminent, and the prophet him- 
self in prison. Yet in this sad pressure of 
earthly troubles Jeremiah could bid his 
countrymen look courageously onward to 
the fulfilment of those hopes, which had so 
constantly in his darkest hours comforted 
the heart and nerved the arm of the Jew. 
The roll consists of three portions: (1) “a 
triumphal hymn of Israel’s salvation,” chs. 
XXX., XXXL. 3 (2) ch. xxxii.; and (3) ch. 
XXxili. 

XXX, 2. Write...in a book] To be read 
and meditated upon by them in private. 
This makes it exceedingly probable that the 
date of these two chapters was also the tenth 
year of Zedekiah, immediately after the pur- 
chase of the field from Hanameel. 

all the words] i.c. the roll was to be a sum- 
mary of whatever of hope and mercy had 
been contained in previous predictions. 


JEREMIAH. XXX. 


tivity of my people Israel and Judah, saith the Lorp: ?and I 
will cause them to return to the land that I gave to their fathers, 

4 and they shall possess it. {| And these are the words that the 
5 Lorp spake concerning Israel and concerning Judah. For thus 
saith the Lorp; {We have heard a voice of trembling, 'of fear, 

6 and not of peace. Ask ye now, and see whether 7a man doth 
travail with child ? wherefore do I see every man with his hands 
on his loins, ‘as a woman in travail, and all faces are turned into 

7 paleness? “Alas! for that day is great, ‘so that none is like it: 
it 7s even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out 

$ of it. For it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lorn of 
hosts, that I will break his yoke from off thy neck, and will burst 
thy bonds, and strangers shall no more serve themselves of him: 

9 but they shall serve the Lorp their God, and /David their king, 
10 whom I will ¢raise up unto them. {J Therefore *fear thou not, 
O my servant Jacob, saith the Lorp; neither be dismayed, O 
Tsracl: for, lo, I will save thee from afar, and thy secd ‘from 
the land of their captivity ; and Jacob shall return, and shall be 

11 in rest, and be quict, and none shall make /im afraid. For I am 


with thee, saith the Lorn, to save thee: *though I make a full 


end of all nations whither I have scattered thee, ‘yet will I not 
make a full end of thee: but I will correct thee “in measure, 
12 and will not leave thec altogether unpunished. {J For thus saith 
the Lorp, "Thy bruise is incurable, and thy wound #s grievous. 


13 There is none to plead thy cause, *that thou mayest be bound 16 


1-4 up: °thou hast no healing medicines. ” All thy lovers have for- 
gotten theo; they seck thee not; for I have wounded thee with 
the wound of an enemy, with the chastisement * of a cruel one, 
for tho multitude of thine iniquity; * because thy sins were in- 

15 creased. Why ‘cryest thou for thine affliction? thy sorrow 7 
incurable for the multitude of thine iniquity: because thy sins 

1G were increased, I have done these things unto thee. Therefore 


1 Or, there is fear, and not peace. 


3 Heb. for binding up, or, pressing. 
3 Heb. @ male. pees 
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> ch, 16. 18. 


ech. 4. 31. 


@ Joel 2. 11. 
Amos 6, 18, 
Zeph. 1. 14. 
¢ Dan, 12.1. 


f Tani. 55, 2. 
Ezek, 34.23. 
Hos. 3. 5, 

g Luke 1. 69. 
Acts 2, 30. 

k Tani, 41.13. 
& 44. 2. 


k Amos®. & 
? ch. 4, 27. 
m Pg. 6.1, 
xsai. 27. 


» 2 Chr. 36. 


eb. 15. 18. 

° ch. 8. 22, 
P Lam. }. 2. 
2 Job 33, 24. 
r Job 30. 21, 
4 ch. 6. G. 

¢ ch. 16. 18, 


5. Better, asin the marg. The prophet 
places his hearers in the centre of Babylon, 
and describes it as convulsed with terror as 
the armies of Cyrus drawnear. The voice of 
trembling is the war-cry of the advancing 
host: while fear and no peace implies that 
even among the exiles there is only alarm at 
the prospect of the city, where they had 
so long dwelt, being destroyed. 

%. that day] i.e. the day of the capture of 
Babylon. 

it is even the time of Jacob's trouble] Ra- 
ther, «ned it is a time of trouble to Jacob, i.e, 
of anxiety to the Jews; for the usages of 
war were so brutal that they-would be in 
‘langer when the enemy made their assault. 

8. bonds] See xxvii. 2 note. 

shall no more serre themselves) i.e. shall no 
more exact forced labour of him (xxii. 13). 

9. David their king] See xxiii. 5, 6; te. 
ifessiah. 

10, 11. These two verses are considered 
by some very similar in style to the last 
twenty-seven chapters of Isaiah. The con- 
trast, however, between the full end made 


with the heathen, and the certainty that 
Israel shall never so perish, is one of Jere- 
iniah’s most common topics. 

11. in measure] See x. 24 note. 

12. incurable] Mortal, fatal. 

18. that thou mayest be bound up] Others 
put a stop after ‘‘ cause,” and translate, For 

inding thy wound, healing plaister thou 

hast none. 

14. for the multitude &c.] Or, 


Because of the multitude of thine iniquity, 
Because thy sins are strong. 


Judah's lovers are the nations which once 
wa ae her alliance (see xxii. 20, xxvii. 3). 
15. Translate— 


Why criest thou because of thy breaking ? 
Because thy pain is grievous? 
Because of the multitude of thine iniquity, 
Because thy sins are strong, 
I have done these things unto thee. 


16. Therefore] i.e. Because thou hast un- 
dergone thy punishment and cried out in 
consciousness of thy guilt. 
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# Ex. 23, 29. 
Isai. 33 i. 
ch. Hb. 25, 


4 ch. 35. 6, 


@ Tani, 35. 10, 
ch. 21. 4. 


® Zech. 10. 8. 
¢ Isai. 1. $6. 


Gen. 49.10, 
¢ Nuin. 16, 5, 


Sch. 24. 7. 
Ezek. 11. 20. 
¥ ch, 23. 10, 


h Gen. 19. 1, 


# ch. 20. 24, 


JEREMIAH. XXX. XXXL 


all they that devour thee “shall be devoured: and all thine nd. 
versirivs, every one of them, shall go into captivity; and they 
that spoil thee shall be a spoil, and all that prey upon thee will 
17 I give for a prey. *For I will restore health unto thee, and 1 
will heal thee of thy wounds, saith the Lorp; because they called 
thee un Outcast, saying, This 7s Zion, whom no man seckcth after. 
18 q Thus saith the Lorn; Behold, “I will bring again the captivity 
of Jacob’s tents, and *haye mercy on his dwellingplaces; and 
the city shall bo builded upon her own theap, and the palace 
19 shall remain after the manner thereof. And “out of them shall 
proceed thanksgiving and the voice of them that make inerry : 
and I will multiply them, and they shall not be few ; T will also 
20 glorify them, and they shall not be small. Their children also 
shall be ‘as aforetime, and their congregation shall be estab- 
lished before me, and I will punish all that oppress. them. 
21 And their nobles shall be of themselves, “and their governor 
shall proceed from the midst of them ; and I will «cause hin to 
draw near, and he shall upproach unto me: for who és this that 
22 engaged his heart to approach unto me? saith the Lorp. And 
23 yo shall be/my people, and I will bo your God. ¥ Behold, the 
Ywhirlwind of the Lorp goeth forth with fury, « “continuing 
whirlwind : it shall 5 fall with pain upon the head of the wicked. 
24 Tho fierco angor of the Lor» shall not return, until he haye 
done 7, and until he have performed the intents of his heart: 
in the latter days ye shall consider it. 


Cuap. 31, AT “the same time, saith the Lorn, will I be the God 


& ch. 30. 22, 


suith the Lorn, 


* Num.10.33, 
Deut. J. 33. 
Ps, 95. 1). 


Weal, Gh M1 Op, tittle Ail. 


17, restore health] Or, “apply a bandage” 
(viii, 22 note). For they called read ‘they 
call,” 

18-22. The prophet speaks of Judah as 
the type of the Church, with Immanuel as 
her king. . 

18. tents] The word suggests that a consi- 
derable portion of the people were still 
nomais, 

the city...the palace] Or, each city...cach 
palace, The heap means an artificial mount 
to keep the city out of the reach of inunda- 
tions, and to increase the strength of the 
fortifications. 

shall yemain after the manner thereof] 
Rather, shall be inhabited according to its 
rights, te. suitably, 

19. them] 7.c. the city and palace. Render 
the last words, become few...become mean, 
ae, despised, lightly esteemed. 

21. Translate, And his glorious one shail 
spring from himself, and his ruler shall go 
Forth From his midst :..acho is this that hath 
pledged Ais heart, i.c. hath staked his life, 
to dra near unto Me? i.e. Messiah shall be 
revealed to them out of their own midst.” 
He can draw near unto God without fear of 
dleath, because being in the form of (od, 


* Heb. extting. 


2 of all the families of Isracl, and they shall be my people. Thus 
The people which were left 

grace in the wilderness; even Isracl, when ¢I went to cause him 
3 to rest. The Lorn hath appeared ‘of old unto me, suying, You, 


of the sword found 


3 Or, remain. 4 Heb. from afin. 


and Himself God, He can claim equality 
with God (Phil. ii. 6), 

22. This is the effect of Messiah's minis- 
try. Men cannot become Gad’s people, till 
there has been revealed one of heiibelie 
% man, Who can approach unto God, sw 
being also God, and so can bridge over the 

ulf which separates the finite from the In- 

nite, 

23, 24. Cp. marg. ref. These verses would 
more appropriately be attached to the next 
Chapter, for which they form a suitable 
introduction. 

XXXII. 1. Af the same time] Lit. At 
that time, ic. “ the latter days” mentioned 
in xxx. 24, 

2. The people which were left of the sword] 
A promise of the restoration of the ten tribes 
to their land. 

the wilderacss| Kither the desert which 
lay between Assyria and Palestine; or 
more probably an allusion to the wilderness 
of Mount Sinai, 

found grace...rest] Rather, ‘shall cer- 
tainly find grace ; Zvill go to gire Israel rest. 

3. of old] From afar (mary.). See xxx. 
10. To the Jew God was enthroned in 
Zion, and thus when His mercy was shewn 
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4T have loved thee with ‘an everlasting love: therefore 'with 

4 lovingkindness have I /drawn thee. Again °I will build thee, 
and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel: thou shalt again be 
adorned with thy *?tabrets, and shalt go forth in the dances of 

5 them that make merry. ‘Thou shalt yet plant vines upon the 
mountains of Samaria: the planters shall plant, and shall ®eat 

6 them as common things. For there shall be a day, that the 
watchmen upon the mount Ephraim shall cry, *Arise ye, and 

7 let us go up to Zion unto the Lorp our God. {J For thus saith 
the Lonp ; ‘Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout among the 
chief of tho nations: publish ye, praise ye, and say, O Lorn, 

8 save thy people, the remnant of Israel. Behold, I will bring 
them from the north country, and "gather them from the 
coasts of the enrth, and with thera the blind and the lame, the 
woman with child and her that travaileth with child together : 

9 a great company shall return thither. °They shall come with 
weeping, and with ‘supplications will I lead them: I will cause 
them to walk »by the rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein 
they shall not stumble: for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim 

10 is my @firstborn. Hear the word of the Lorn, O ye nations, 
and declare 7¢ in the isles afar off, and say, He that scattered 
Israel "will gather him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his 
11 flock. For ‘the Lorp hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him 
12 ¢from the hand of him that was stronger than he. Therefore 


Ps. 149. 3, 

f Isai. 65. 41. 
Amos 9. 14 
® Isai. 2. 3. 
Mic. 4. 2. 


? Isai. 12. 5. 


™ ch. 3. 12, 
x Ezek. 20. 
34. 41. 


° Ps. 126. 6. 
ch. 50. 4. 


P Isai. 35. 8, 
@ Ex. 4, 22, 


+ Tsai. 40.11. 
Ezek, 34, 
12, 13, 14 
* Isai. 41. 23, 


they shall come and sing in “the height of Zion, and shall flow 
together to “the goodness of the Lor, for wheat, and for wine, 
and for oil, and for the young of the flock and of the herd: and 


their soul shall be as a watered 


13 sorrow any more at all. Then sha 


¢ Isai. 49, 24. 
* Ezek.17.23. 
= Hos. 3. 6. 


¥ Tsai. 68.11. 
* Isai. 35. 10. 
Rev. 21.4, 


rden; ‘and they shall not 
the virgin rejoice in the 


dance, both young men and old together: for I will turn their 


1 Or, dave I extended loving * Or, timbrels. 


kindness into thee. 


ow 


unto the exiles in Assyria it came from o 
distant region (2 Chr. vi. 20, 38). 

aith lovingkindness &c.] Rather, I have 
continued fovingkindness unto thee. 

4. O virgin of Israel] i.e. the whole peo- 
ple (cp. xiv. 17 note). 

6. shall cat them as common things] Ra- 
ther, shall eat the fruit. Lit. as in marg. 
For three years the fruit of a newly planted 
tree was not to be touched, that of the 
fourth year was consecrated to God, but on 
the fifth year it was profane, 7c, unconse- 
crated, and so might be applied to the 
owner’s use (Lev. xix. 23-25). 

6. This verse anticipates a time when the 
schism caused by Jeroboam is over. Eph- 
raimite watchmen equally with the tribe of 
Judah watch for the new moon that they 
may go up to Jerusalem to keep the ap- 
pointed Feasts. . 

7. among] Or, because of. Israel is the 
chief or, firstof the nations (Deut. xxvi. 19), 
and Jehovah summons mankind to rejoice, 
because the remnant of Israel is about to be 
restored to its old position. 

8. the coasts of the earth] See vi. 22 note. 

thither] Really, hither. Not to the 


3 Heb. profanethem, Deut. 


20. 6. & 28. 30. 
* Or, favours, Zech. 12. 10. 


North country, but to Palestine, where 
Jeremiah wrote. A company is the word 
constantly used of Israel at the Exodus 
(Ex. xvi. 3) as an organized community. 

9. weeping] For joy, not for sorrow, 

supplications] The conviction that God is 
guiding them, encourages them to pray. 

Ephraim is My firstborn] The fouse of 
Joseph is thus to be restored to its old pre- 
eminence. 

10. the isles] The coast land of the Me- 
diterranean, used here to shew that the 
most distant countries are to hear and marvel 
at Israel’s wonderful restoration. 

12. Omit together. ‘The ten tribes are to 
fluw like a river down from Zion’s height to 
their own land, there to reap the rich pro- 
duce of their tillage. In Jerusalem they 
would be occupied with religious duties, but 
after these are rendered to God, they ure to 
disperse each to his own fields. 

sorrow] Rather, languish, pine. 

18. Both gives the idea of the men danc- 
ing, which is incorrect. Except at a 
religious solemnity (2 Sam. vi. 14), dancing 
was confined to women. Render and young 
men and old rejoice together. , 
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9 Matt. 2. 


VW, 18. 
> Josh. 38.25. 


¢ Gen. 42.13. 


@ ver. 4, 5. 
Baral. 5. 
Hoa 1. 11. 
18 border. {I have surely heard FE 
thus ; Thou hast chastised me, and 
¢ Lom. 6. 21. 


4 Deut. 30. 2. 


9 Dent.32.38, 
Tani. 63. 14, 
Hos, 11. 8, 


h Isai, 67. 18. 


Hos, 14. 4. 
ich. 60. 5. 


Ech, 2.18, 
toh, 3. 6, 3. 
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mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make them rejoice 
14 from their sorrow. And I will satiate the soul of the priests 
with fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my goodness, 
15 saith the Lorp. [Thus saith the Lorn; «A voice was heard in 
’Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for 
her children refused to be comforted for her children, because 
16 ‘they were not. Thus saith the Lorn; Refrain thy voice from 
weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for thy work shall be 
rewarded, saith the Lorn; and “they shall come again from 
17 tho land of the enemy. And there is hope in thine end, saith 
the Lorp, that thy children shall come again to their own 
hraim bemoaning himself 
was chastised, as a bullock 
unaccustomed to fe yoke: ‘turn thou me, and I shall be turned ; 
19 for thou art the LorD my God. Surely /after that I was turned, 
I repented; and after that I was instructed, 1 smote upon my 
thigh: I was ashamed, yea, even confounded, because I did 
20 bear the reproach of my youth. Js Ephraim my dear son? is 
he a pleasant child? for since I spake aguinst hii, I do ear- 
nestly remember him still: %therefore my bowels 'are troubled 
for him; *I will surely have morcy upon him, saith the Lorn. 
21 {Set thee up waymarks, make thee high heaps: ‘set thine heart 
toward the highway, even the way which thou wentest: turn 
22 again, O virgin of Israel, turn aguin to these thy cities. How 
long wilt thou *go about, O thou 'backsliding daughter? for 
the Lorp hath created a new thing in the earth, A woman 
23 shall compass a man. Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, tho 


1 Heb. sound. 


15-22. The religious character of the 
restoration of the ten tribes. Chastisement 
brought repentance, and with it forgiveness ; 
therefore God decrees their restoration. 

15. Ramah, mentioned because of its 
nearness to Jerusalem, from which it was 
distant about five miles. As the mother of 
three tribes, Benjamin, Ephraim, and Ma- 
nasseh, Rachel is regarded as the mother of 
the whole ten. This passage is quoted by 
St. Matthew (marg. ref.) as a type. In 
Jeremiah it is a poetical figure representing 
in a dramatic form the miserable condition 
of the kingdom of Ephraim devastated by 
the sword of the Assyrians. 

16. Rachel’s work had been that of bear- 
ing and bringing up children, and by their 
death she was deprived of the joy for which 
she had laboured: : but by their being re- 
stored to her she will receive her wages. 

17. tn thine end] i.e. for thy time to come 
(see xxix, 11 note). 

18, as a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke] 
Lit. like an untaught calf. Cp. Hos. x..11 
note, Ephraim, like an untrained steer, 
had resisted Jehovah’s will. 

19. after that I was turned] i.e. after Thad 
turned away from Thee. In z. 18 it has the 
sense of turning to God. 
tnatructed] Brought to my senses by suffer- 
ing. The smiting upon the thigh is a sign 
of sorrow. Cp. Ezek. xxi. 17. 


the reprouch of my go) t.e, the shame 
brought upon me by sins of my youth. 
oved to compassion by Ephraim’s 
lamentation, Jehovah shews Himself as 
tender and ready to forgive as parents are 
their spoiled (rather, darling) child. 

Sor...him] Or, “that so often as I speak 
concerning him,” i.e. his punishment. 

my bowels are troubled] 'The metaphor ex- 
presses the most tender internal emotion. 

21, waymarks) See 2 K. xxiii. 17 note. 

high heaps) Or, signposts, pillars to point 
out the way. 

set thine heart] Not set thy affection, but 
turn thy thoughts and attention (in Hebrew 
the heart is the seat of the intellect) to the 
hegeeey, even the way by which thou wentest, 

22. Israel instead of setting itself to re- 
turn hesitates, and goes hither and thither 
in a restless mood. To encourage it God 
gives the sign following. 

A woman shall compass a man] i.e. the 
Jemale shall protect the strong mans the 
weaker nature that needs help will surround 
the stronger with loving and fostering care. 
This expresses a new relation of Israel to 
the Lord, a new Covenant, which the Lord 
will make with His people (v. 31 seq.). 
The Fathers saw in these words a prophecy 
of the miraculous conception of our Lord 
by the Virgin. 
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God of Israel; As yet they shall use this speech in the land of 
Judah and in the cities thereof, when I shall bring again their 
captivity; ™The Lorp bless thee, O habitation of justice, and 
24 “mountain of holiness. And there shall dwell in Judah itself, 
and °in all the cities thereof together, husbandmen, and they 
25 that go forth with flocks. Tor 1 have satiated the weary soul, 
26 and I have replenished every sorrowful soul. Upon this I 
27 awaked, and beheld; and my sleep was sweet unto mo. J Be- 
hold, the days come, saith the Lorp, that I will sow the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of man, 
28 and with the seed of beast. And it shall come to pass, that 
hke as I have ¢watched over them, "to pluck up, and to break 
down, and to throw down, and to destroy, and to afflict; so will 
29 I watch over them, *to build, and to plant, saith the Lorp. ‘In 
those days they shall say no moro, The fathers have caten a 
30 sour grape, and the children’s teoth are set on edge. “But 
every one:shall die for his own iniquity: every man that eateth 
81 the sour grapo, his teeth shall be set on edge. JBehold, the 
days como, saith the Lorn, that I will make a new covenant 
32 with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: not 


° ch. 33.12. 
P Ezek. 38. 


@ ch. 4% 27. 
ch, 1. 10. 


* ch. 24. 6. 
? Ezek, 18, 


2, 3. 
* Gal. 6. &. 
= ch. 32, 40. 


Ezek, 37. 26, 
Hel. 10. 16. 


according to the covenant that I mado with their fathers in the 
day that ¥I took them by the hand to bring them out of tho 


¥ Deut, 1.31. 


land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, ‘although I was 


33 an husband unto them, saith the Lorb: ‘but this shall be the 


* ch. 32. 40. 


covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those 
1 Or, should I have continued an husband unto them? 


23. As yet} Or, Again, once more, The pro- 
phet now turns to Judah. By the mountain 
of holiness is meant not the Temple only, 
but all Jerusalem, of which the Temple was 
the most sacred spot, and that by which all 
the rest was made holy. 

24. go forth} yo about. Judah shall have 
its settled population and fixed abodes; and 
shepherds ah I move about with their flocks, 
wherever pasture is to be found. 

26. sorrowful} Or, sang ashing (v. 12). 

286. The proplct, seeming to himself to 
awake and look up in the midst of his sleep 
(whether ecstatic or not we cannot tell), re- 
joiced in a revelation so entirely congolatory, 
and unlike his usual message of woe, 

27-34. The prophet shews that the happi- 
ness of Israel and Judah, united in one 
prosperous nation, will rest upon the con- 
sciousness that their chastisement has been 
the result of sins which they have them- 
selves committed, and that God’s Covenant 
depends not on external sanctions, but 
upon a renewed heart. 

27. So rapid shall be the increase that it 
shall seem as if children and young cattle 
sprang up out of the ground, 

9, 30. « sour grape) Better, sour grapes. 
The idea that Jeremiah and Ezekiel (marg. 
ref.) modified the terms of the second Com- 
mandment arises from a mistaken exegesis 
of their words, Cp. xxxii. 18; Deut. xxiv. 
16. The obdurate Jews made it a reproach 
to the Divine justice that the nation was to 


be sorely visited for Manasseh’s sin. But 
this was only because generation after gene- 
ration had, instead of repenting, repeated 
the sins of that evil time, and even in a worse 
form. Justice must at length have its course. 
The acknowledgment that each man died 
for his own iniquity was a sign of their return 
to a more just and right state of feeling. 

81. A time is foretold which shall be to 
the nation as marked an epoch as was the 
Exodus, God at Sinai made a Covenant 
with His people, of which the sanctions 
were material, or (where spiritual) materi- 
ally understood. Necessarily therefore the 
Mosaic Church was temporary, but the 
sanctions of Jeremiah’s Church are spiritual 
—written in the heart—and therefore it 
must take the place of the former Cove- 
nant (Heb, viii. 13), and must last for ever. 
The prophecy was fulfilled when those Jews 
who accepted Jesus of Nazareth as the 
Messiah, expanded the Jewish into the 
Christian Church. 

82. although &c.] ic. although as_ their 
husband [or, “lord” (Baal, cp. Hos. ii. 16)] 
I had lawful authority over them. The 
translation in Heb. viii. 9 agrees with the 
LXX. here, but the balance of authority is 
in favour of the A. V. 

33. The old Taw could be broken (v. 32) ; 
to remedy this God gives, not a new Law, 
but a new power to the old Law. It used 
to be a mere code of morals, external to 
man, and obeyed as a duty : in Christianity 


f ch, 33, 22. 


£ Neh, 3. 1. 


Zech. 1-4. 10. 
¢ Ezek. 40, 8. 


™ 2 Chr. 23, 
35. 


Neh. 3. 2%. 
* Joel 3. 17. 
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days, saith the Lorn, “I will put my law in their inward parts, 
and write it in their hearts; ’and will bo their God, and they 
34 shall be my people. And they shall teach no more every man 
his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the 
orp: for ‘they shall all know me, from the least of them 
unto the greatest of them, saith tho Lorn: for ¢I will forgive 
36 their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more. §JThus 
suith the Lorp, ‘which giveth the sun for a light by day, and 
the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, 
36 which diyideth ‘the sea when the waves thereof roar; ?’Tho 
Loxp of hosts 7s his name: *if those ordinances depart from 
before me, saith the Lorn, then the seed of Israel also shall 
37 cease from being a nation before me for ever. ‘Thus saith the 
Lorp; ‘If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations 
of the carth searched out bencath, I will also cast off all the 
seed of Israol for all that thoy have done, saith the Lorp. 
38 {| Behold, the days come, saith the Lorn, that the city shall be 
built to the Lorp from the tower of Hanancel unto the gato of 
39 tho corner. And 'the measuring line shall yet go forth over 
ugainst it upon the hill Gareb, and shall compass about to 
40 Goath. And the whole valley of tho dead bodies, and of the 
ashes, and all the fields unto the brook of Kidron, “unto tho 
corner of tho horse gate toward the cast, "shall be holy unto 
the Lorn; it shall not be plucked up, nor thrown down any 


more for ever. 
@ 2 Kin. 25. 
1,2. 
ch, 39. 1, 


it becomes an inner force, shaping man’s 
character from within. 

84. Teil foryire their iniquity} The found- 
ation of the new Covenant is the free for- 
giveness of sins (cp. Matt. i. 21). It is the 
sense of this full unmerited love which so 
affects the heart as to make obedience 
henceforward an inner necessity. 

55. divideth &c.] Rather, stirreth up the 
seu 80 that ite wares vor, 

836. If those] If these. TI'rom the uni- 
formity of Gou’s operations in the material 
world, the prophet deduces the certainty of 
a similar uniformity in God's dealings with 
man in things spiritual. 

@ nation] KX people. Israel has long ceased 
to be a nation, but it still exists as a numer- 
ous, influential, and distinct people. In 
Matt. xxviii. 19, 20 Jeremiah’s prophecy re- 
ceives its Christian application, and Israel 
becomes the Church, with the promise of 
perpetual existence. It has no national 
existence, but its members onght to be a 
strongly marked people, refusing to be 
merged in the world, while everywhere they 
pervade and influence it. 

37. all the seed} Unworthy members of 
Israel may be cast away, but the race shall 
never entirely cease to exist. 

88. tothe Lorn] Or, for Jehorah : for His 
dwelling in the hearts of a people prepared 
to be His ‘Temple. 

89. uver...Gareh] Or, straight along the hill 


Cuap, 32. The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lorn “in the 
tenth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, which 2as the cighteent 


Gareb. Probably the hill of lepers, outside 
the old walls, towards the South-West. 

Goath] Goah. Unknown. 

40. the whole ralley of the dead bodies) 
Probably some part of the valley of ben- 
Hinnom. Comparing Zech. ii. 4, the con- 
clusion seems evident that .Jeremiah’s words 
are to be spiritually understood. His city 
is one that renders holy unto Jehovah what 
was before unclean. (Cp. St. John's new 
Jerusalem (Rev. xxi. 27). 

XXAXIL, The Chaldeans were already 
hesieging the city, the prophet was in prison 
for foretelling its certain capture, and yet he 
bought with all the proper legal solemnities 
an estate, of which (Lev. xxv. 25) he had the 
right of redemption, The price apparently 
was small, but was more than the land com- 
mercially was worth. Jeremiah was now 
verging on sixty, and only ten of the seventy 
years of the captivity had passed by. But 
though the estate was not worth the pur- 
chase, the opportunity was precious as a 
means of assuring the people that God 
would certainly bring them back. Jeremiah 
records, (rr. 16-25) how his heart miszave 
him, upon which (rr, 26-44) God unfolds to 
him the full meaning of the sign, and assures 
him of the certainty of Israel's restoration. 

1. The siege of Jerusalem began in Zede- 
kiah’s ninth year (xxxix. 1), but was tem- 
orarily raised upon the approach of an 

Sgyptian army. See chs, xxxvii., xxxviii. 
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2 year of Nebuchadrezzar. For then the king of Babylon’s army 
esicged Jerusalem: and Jeremiah the prophet was shut up 
bin the court of the prison, which was in the king of Judah’s 
3 house. For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying, 
Wherefore dost thou prophesy, and say, Thus saith the Lorp, 
‘Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of Baby- 

4 lon, and he shall take it; and Zedekiah king of Judah “shall 
not escape out of the hand of the Chaldeans, but shall surely 
be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon, and shall 
speak with hii mouth to mouth, and his eyes shall behold his 
5 eyes; and he shall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, and there shall 
he bo ‘until I visit him, saith the Lorb : /though ye fight with 

6 the Chaldeans, ye shall not prosper. {And Jereimih said, The 
7 word of the Loxp came unto me, saying, Behold, Ifanameel the 
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+ Neh. 3, 26. 


¢ ch. 34. 2, 
? ch. 34, 3. 


¢ ch. 27. 22, 
fch. 21.2 
& 33. 6. 


son of Shallum thine uncle shall come unto thee, suying, Buy 


thee iy field that is in Anathoth: for the 9right of redemption 18 
So Hanameel mine uncle’s son came to me in 


§ thine to buy 7%. 
the court of the prison according to 


9 Tey. 25. 
24, 25, 32. 
the word of the Lorn, «nd Ruth +. 4. 


said unto me, Buy my field, I pray thee, that 7s in Anathoth, 
which 7s in the country of Benjamin: for the right of inheritance 
is thine, und the redemption 7s thine; buy 7 for thyself. Then 


9 I knew that this «as the word of the Lorn. 


field of Hanameel my uncle’s son, 


Aweighed him the money, even 'seventcen shekels of silver. 
10 And I “subscribed the evidence, and sealed it, and took wit- 
11 nesses, and weighed him the money in the balances. 


And I bought the 
that was in Anathoth, and 


h Gen. 23.16. 
Zech. 11. 12, 


So I took 


the evidence of the purchase, doth that which was scaled according 
12 to the law and custom, and that which was open: and I gave the 


1 Or, seven shekels and ten pieces of silver. 


2 Heb. wrote in the look. 


2. the prison] Or, the guard, a part of the 
king’s palace, probably where the royal guard 
had its quarters. 


3. For the prophecies on which the charge 
was grounded see xxi. 4-7, 9. 

6. I visit] In the sense of punishment. 
See xxxix. 6, 7, lii. 11. 

7. Hanameel was strictly the first-cousin 
of Jeremiah. In Hebrew all the terms of 
relationship are used in a more loose way 
than with us. 

8. the right of inheritance is thine] Hana- 
meel therefore had no children, and at his 
death the land would have been Jeremiah’s 
by right of birth, According to the Law 
(Num. xxxv. 5) it must have been part of 
the suburbs of Anathoth, within less than a 
mile, which was all the priests and Levites 
might cultivate. 

. seventeen shekels of silver] Lit. as in 
marg., probably a legal formula, Jeremiah 
bought Hanameel’s life-interest up to the 
year of Jubile, and no man’s life was worth 
much in a siege like that of Jerusalem. As 
Jeremiah had nd children, at his death the 
land would devolve to the person who 
would have inherited it had Jeremiah not 
bought it. He therefore bought what never 
was and nevercould have been of the slightest 
use to him, and gave for it what in the 
growing urgency of the siege might have 


been very serviceable to himself. Still, as 
the next heir, it was Jeremiah’s duty to 
buy the estate, independently of the im- 
portance of the act as a sign to the people; 
and evidently he gave the full value. 

10, 11. ‘Translate: And ZI wrote the 

iculars of the purchase in the deed... 
And I took the purchase-deed, both that which 
aas sealed containing the uffer and the conti- 
tions, and that which was open &c. There 
were two indentures, of which one was called 
the purchase-decd, an was signed by the 
purchaser and the witnesses. It was then 
sealed, not in our sense of appending a seal 
in place of signatures, but to close it up. The 
open deed was probably an exact copy, and 
was that intended for common use. In case 
its authenticity was called in question, the 
sealed copy would have to be produced be- 
fore the judge, the xeal opened, and if its 
contents agreed with those of the open 
deed, the decision would be in the buyer's 
favour. 

By the offer is prohably meant the specifi- 
cation. The conditions, lit., the statutes, would 
be the stipulations and terms of the sale, 
c.g. 28 to its restoration at the year of jubile, 
its price &c. The placing of the deeds ina 
jar was of course intended to preserve them 
co damp during the long years of tho 
exile, 
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‘ch. 38, 4. evidence of the purchase unto ‘Baruch the son of Neriah, the 
son of Maaseiah, in the sight of Hanamcel mine uncle’s son, 
* Bee Isai. and in the presence of the ‘witnesses that subscribed the book 
an of the purchase, before all the Jews that sat in the court of the 
13 prison. And I charged Baruch before them, saying, Thus saith 
14 the Lorp of hosts, the God of Israel; Take these evidences, 
this evidence of the purchase, both which is sealed, and this 
evidence which is open; and put them in an carthen vessel, that 
15 they may continue many days. For thus saith the Lorp of 
# ver. 37, 43. hosts, the God of Israel; Houses and fields and vineyards ‘shall 
16 be possessed again in this land. Now when I had delivered 
the evidence of the purchase unto Baruch the son of Neriah, I 
™2K.19.15. 17 prayed unto the LorD, saying, ]Ah Lord Gop! behold, thou 
hast made the heaven and the earth by thy great power and 
"Qen.18.14 stretched out arm, and “there is nothing 'too hard for theo: 
Luke 1-37. 18 thou showest °lovingkindness unto thousands, and recom- 
Deut. 5. 9. pensest the iniquity of the fathers into the bosom of their child- 
P Isai. 9, 6, ron aftor them: the Great, *the Mighty God, ¢the Lorp of 
7 oh. 10.1%, 19 hosts, is his name, *gveat in counsel, and mighty in “work: for 
2 Job 34. 2. thine ‘oyes ave open upon all the ways of the sons of men: ‘to 
Ps. 33. 13. give every one according to his ways, and according to the fruit 
ch. 17.10. 99 of his doings: which hast sct signs and wonders in the land of 
Kgypt, even unto this day, and in Israel, and among other men ; 
«Ex.9.16. 21 aud ast made thee “a name, as at this day; and *hast brought 
Lacie forth thy people Israel out of the land of Egypt with signs, 
* Ex. 6.8. and with wonders, and with a strong hand, and with a stretched 
Ps. 136.11. 92 out arm, and with t terror; and hast given them this land, 
v Ex. 3. 8. which thou didst swear to their fathers to give them, “a land 
23 flowing with milk and honey; and they came in, and possessed 
*Neh.9. 6. it; but *they obeyed not thy voice, neither walked in thy law ; 
Dan.9.10- — they have done nothing of all that thou commandedst them to 
do: therefore thou hast caused all this evil to come upon them: 
24 behold the *mounts, they are come unto the city to take it; 
@ ver. 25. and the city *is given into the hand of the Chaldeans, that 
© ch. 14. 12, fight against it, because of *the sword, and of the famine, and 
of the pestilence: and what thou hast spoken is come to pass; 
25 and, behold, thou seest i#. And thou hast said unto me, O 
Lord Gop, Buy thee the field for money, and take witnesses ; 
¢ver.24. 26 ‘for ‘the city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans) (J[Then 
27 camo the word of the Lorp unto Jeromiah, saying, J Behold, I 
dNum.16,22, am the Lorp, the ¢God of all flesh: ‘is there any thing too 
ver 17. 28 hard for me? Therefore thus saith the Lorn; Behold, /T will 
ee give this city into the hand of the Chaldeans, and into the 
1 Or, hid from thee, 3 Or, engines of shot, ch. * Or, though, 
3 Heb. doing. 33, 4. 
15, 24. the mounts] See vi. 6 note. 


posted) bought. 
17 (27). too hard] Lit. too wonderful. 

18. recompensest] The recompence is placed 
in the bosom, because in the East the gar- 
ments are so arranged as to form a pocket 
there. Thus then men must receive and 
rks with them God’s requital for their 


leeds 
20. The sense is, Who hast set, t.c. wrought 
(Exod, x. 2) signs &c., and hast continued 
working them unto this day, both in Israel 
and among men (i.e. the heathen). 
28. possessed] See viii. 10 note. 


25. for] See mary. It is enough to place 
the command side by side with the state of 
Jerusalem to shew how contrary it is to all 
the rules of human prudence. ‘The prophet 
is sure that God will explain to him his 
difficulty. 

26-44. The answer is divided into two 
parts ; (a) vr. 26-35, the sins of Judah are 
shewn to be the cause of her punishment : 
(b) vw. 36-44, this punishment was not for 
Judah’s destruction, but for her amendment. 

28, I will give] Or, I am giving. 
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hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and he shall take it: 
29 and the Chaldeans, that fight against this city, shall come and 
?get fire on this city, and burn it with the houses, "upon whose 
roofs they have offered incense unto Baal, and poured out drink 
30 offerings unto other gods, to provoke me to anger. For the 
children of Israel and tho children of Judah ‘have only done 
evil before me from their youth: for the children of Israel have 
only provoked me to anger with the work of their hands, saith 
31 the Lorpv. For this city hath been to me as 'a provocation of 
mine anger and of my fury from the day that they built it even 
unto this day; ‘that I should remove it from before my face, 
32 because of all the evil of the children of Israel and of the child- 
ren of Judah, which they have done to provoke me to anger, 
‘they, their kings, their princes, their priests, and their prophets, 
33 and the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And 
they have turned unto me the ?™back, and not the faco: though I 
taught them, “rising up early and teaching them, yet they have 
34 not hearkened to receive instruction. But they °set their abomi- 
nations in the house, which is called by my name, to defile it. 
35 And they built the high places of Baal, which are in the valley 
of the son of Hinnom, to ”cause their sons and their daughters 
to pass through the fire unto ?Molech; *which I commanded 
them not, neither came it into my mind, that they should do 
36 this abomination, to cause Judah to sin. {And now therefore 
thus saith the Lorp, the God of Israel, concerning this city, 
whereof ye say, *It shall be delivered into the hand of the king 
of Babylon by the sword, and by the famine, and by the pesti- 
$7 lence; Behold, I will ‘gather them out of all countries, whither 
I have driven them in mine anger, and in my fury, and in great 
wrath; and I will bring them again unto this place, and 1 will 
38 cause them “to dwell safely: and they shall be my people, and 
39 I will be their God: and I will “give them ono heart, and one 
way, that they may fear me ‘for ever, for the good of them, 
40 and of their children after thom: and ‘I will make an ever- 
lasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away ‘from 
thom, to do them good; but *I will put my fear in their hearts, 
41 that they shall not depart from me. Yea, ¥I will rejoice over 
them to do them good, and ¢I will plant them in this land 
42 Sassuredly with my whole heart and with my whole soul. For 
thus saith the Lorp; ¢Like as I have brought all this great 


3 Hob, all days. 
4 Heb. from after them. 


5 Heb. in irnth, or, sta- 


1 Heb. for my aager. fey 
ality. 


2 Heb. neck. 
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9 ch. 21. 10. 
4 ch. 19. 13, 


ich. 2.7. 
Ezek. 20. 28 


& 2Kin.23.27, 


i Tgai. 1. 4 
Dan. 9. 8. 

™ ch. 8 27. 
“ch. 7. 1. 


och, 22.41. 
Ezek. & & 


P ch. 19. 3. 


2 Lev. 18. 21. 
1 Kin, 0.33. 
rch. 7. 31. 


# ver. 24 


¢ Deut. 30.3 
ch. 23. 3. 
Ezek. 37. 21. 
ch. 33. 10. 
= ch. 30. 22. 
y ch, 24. 7. 
Ezek. 11. 
19, 20. 

# Isui. 55. 3. 
@ ch. 31. 38. 


© ch. 24. 6. 
Amos 9. 15. 
4 ch. 31 28. 


RS 


80. from their youth] God’s mighty deeds 
for Israel began in Egypt (v. 20), and so did 
Israel’s sin, 

84, 35. These verses are repeated from 
vii. 30, 31, but with two important varia- 
tions. Baal is put for Tophet, and to Molech 
instead of in the fire. Molech the sing and 
Baal the lord are different names of the 
sun-god, but in altered relations. Molech 
is the sun as the mighty fire, which in pass- 
ing through the signs of the Zodiac burns 
up its own children. It is an old Canaan- 
itish worship, carried by the Pheenicians to 
all their colonies, and firmly established in 
Palestine at the time when the Israelites 
conquered the country. 


from Me. 


$9. one heart, and one way] Cp. iii. 18. 
Under the new Covenant they will with one 
consent walk in the one narrow path of 
right-doing (Matt. vii. 14). For ever, 4.6. 
every day, constantly. 

40. God’s new Covenant (xxxi. 31) is on 
God’s side, J will not turn away from then 
to do them good, i.e. I will never cease from 
doing them good. On their side, J will put 
My fear in their hearts that they depart not 
In these two conditions consists 
the certainty of the eternal duration of the 
Covenant (Matt. xxviii. 20). . 

41. assurediy} Lit. in truth, i.e. in verity, 
in reality. It refers to God's firm purpose, 
rather than to the safety and security of the 
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¢ ver. 15. 
Sch. 33. 10. 


9 ch. 17. 26. 


4 ch. 33. 7. 


ach. 32. 2. 
b Isai, 37, 26, 


e Ex. 15. 2. 
Amos 5. 8, 


A’ ch. 30.3. 
& 32. $b. 

4 Igai. 1. 26, 
ch. 24. 6. 

* Kzek.30.25. 
Zech. 13. 1. 
Heb. 9. 13, 
Ich. 31. a4. 
Mic. 7. 18, 
* Isni. 62. 7, 
ch. 13. 11. 

® Isai, 60. 5. 
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evil upon this people, so will I bring upon them all the good 

43 that I have promised them. And ‘fields shall be bought in 
this land, ‘whereof ye say, Zé is desolate without man or beast; 

44 if is given into tho hand of the Chaldeans. Men shall buy fields 
for money, and subscribe evidences, and seal them, and take 
witnesses in *the land of Benjamin, und in the places about 
Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, and in the cities of the 
mountains, and in the cities of the valley, and in the citics of 
the south: for *I will cause their captivity to return, saith the 
Loxp. 


Cuap. 33. MOREOVER the word of the Lorp came unto Jeremiah 
the second time, while he was yet ¢shut up im the court of the 
2 prison, saying, {Thus saith the Lorp the ’maker thereof, tho 
3 Lorp that formed it, to establish it; '*the Lorp ¢s his name: 
¢call unto mo, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and 
4*mighty things, which thou knowest not. or thus saith the 
Lorn, the Ged of Isracl, concerning the houses of this city, and 
concerning the houses of the kings of Judah, which are thrown 

5 down by ‘the mounts, and by the sword; /‘They come to fight 
with the Chaldeans, but 7é 7s to fill them with the dead bodies 
of men, whoin I have slain in mine anger and in my fury, and 
for all whose wickedness I have hid iny face from this city. 
6 Behold, °I will bring it health and cure, and I will cure them, 
and will reveal unto them the abundance of peace and truth. 
7 And *I will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity of 
8 Israel to return, and will build them, ‘as at the first. And J 
will *cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby they havo 
sinned against me; and I will ‘pardon all their iniquitics, 
whereby they havo sinned, and whereby thoy have transgressed 
9 against me. ™And it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise 
and an honour before all the nations of the earth, which shall 
hear all the good that I do unto them: und they shall "fear 


1 Or, JEHOVAH. 3 Or, Aidsden, Isni. 438. 6. 


people. The new Covenant is one of grace, 

indicated by God’s rejoicing over His peo- 

ple, and “planting them with His whole 
eart,” 

43. fields] Lit. The field, the open unin- 
closed country (iv.17). In v. 44 fields refers 
to the several portions of it which belonged 
to individuals, and of which the boundaries 
were shown by Jandmarks, 

44. subscribe evidences] See v. 10. In 
order to bring the certainty of the return 
from exile more vividly before the mind, 
the prophet enumerates the several subdi- 
visions of the territory of the kings of 
Judah, 

XXXII. The promises of ch. xxxii. are 
confirmed, but with a more directly spiritual 
meaning. ‘The prophet foreshews in it the 
happiness of the returning exiles, of which 
the culminating glory is Messiah’s birth 
(vv. 15, 16), in whom both the Levitical 
priesthood and the Davidie kingdom are 
combined (rv, 17, 18), and God’s Covenant 
with mankind made perpetual (vv. 19-26). 

1. the prison] The guard. 


2. Or, Thus saith Jehovah the doer of it, 
Jehovah Who formeth it, that He may establish 
it, Jehovah is His name. The word it means 
whatsoever Jehovah wills, 

3. mighty things) Ur, as in marg. The 
words are probably a quotation from Isai. 
xlviii. 6. 

4, by... by] Rather, against ... against. 
As the works of the ence approached the 
walls, houses were pulled down to build 
inner fortifications. Svcords are mentioned 
in Ezek. xxvi, 9 (translated, axes), as used 
for breaking down the towers in the walls, 
See v. 17, note. 

5. Render, They, i.e. the Tews come to fight 
with the Chaldeans, and to sill them, i.e. the 
houses, 2with. the dead bodies &c. 

6. Iwill bring it health and cure] I will 
lay upon it a bandage and healing, i.e. & 
healing bandage, a plaister with healing 
medicines, 

7. at the first] i.e. before their sins had 
provoked God to anger. 

9. it] The city, Jerusalem. 

they shall fear and tremble] With terror, 
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and tremble for all the goodness and for all the prosperity that 
10 I procure unto it. 4 Thus saith the Lorp; Again there shall be 


heard in this place, “which ye say shall be desolate without man 


© ch, 32. 43 


and without beast, even in the citics of Judah, and in the streets 
of Jcrusalem, that are desolate, without man, and without in- 


11 habitant, and without beast, the *voice of joy, and the voice of 
gladness, the voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, 
the voice of them that shall say, ?Praise the Lorp of hosts: for 
the LonD is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: and of them 
that shall bring *the sacrifice of praise into the house of the 
Lorp. For #1 will cause to return the captivity of the land, as 

12 at the first, saith the Lorp. (‘Thus saith the Lorb of hosts ; 

this place, which is desolate without man and without 

in all the citics thercof, shall be an habitation ot 


‘Again in 
beast, und 


13 shepherds causing their flocks to lic down. 


P ch. 7. 34, 
Rev. 18. 23. 


¢1 Chr, 16. 


8, 34. 

¥zra 3. 11. 
Ps. 136. 1. 
Isai. 12. 4. 

r Lev. 7. 12. 
Pa. 107, 22. 
8 ver. 7. 

¢ Isai. 65. 10. 
ch. 31. 24. 


#In the cities of the “ ch. 17. 26. 


mountains, in the cities of the vale, and in the cities of the south, 


and in the land of Benjamin, and in the places about J erusalem, 
and in the cities of Judah, shall the i 

14 the hands of him that telleth tiem, saith the Lorp. {]¥Behold, 
tho days come, saith the Lorn, that #I will perform that good 


“Lov. 27.32. 
¥ ch. 3). 27. 
* ch. 29. 10. 


ocks “pass again under 


thing which I have promised unto the house of Isracl and to the 


15 house of Judah. In those days, and at that time, will I cause 
the “Branch of righteousness to grow up unto David; and he 
16 shall oxccute judgment and rightcousness in the land. 'In those 


@ \sni, 4, 2. 
bch. 23, 6. 


days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely : 
and this is the iame wherewith she shall bo called, 'The Loxp 


17 our righteousness. 


1 Hob. Jehovah-tsidkent, 


‘because of the eternal opposition hetween 
right and wrong, truth and error. The 
nations of the earth as opposed to Israel 
represent the world as opposed to thie 
Church. 

10. which ye say shall be desolate] Of 
which ye say, It is desolate... The prophet 
first sees Juda silent and desolate during 
the seventy years’ Captivity: and then de- 
scribes the two things, men and cattle, 
without which land is valueless. 

11. Praise the Lonp &c.] The customary 
formula of thanksgiving in many of the later 
Psalms, and from its occurrence in 2 Chr. 
v. 13, vii. 3, 6 &c. probably a regular part 
of the liturgical service of the Temple. 

shall say...shall bring the sacrifice of praise) 
Or, say...asthey bring praise, i.c.athank-offer- 
ing (see marg. ref.) into the house of the Lorn. 

at the first] Before the Captivity, and when 
still unpolluted by the sins which have 
brought upon it so heavy a chastisement. 

12, uw habitation] A shepherd’s encamp- 
ment. ‘he words, causing their flocks to lie 
down, mean gathering them into the fold at 


ss 
8. tellcth] t.c. counts the number of his 


sheep. 
14. thut good thing] Better, the good word 


For thus saith the Lorp ; ?David shall never 
¢want a man to sit upon the throne of the house of Isracl ; 
18 neither shall the priests the Levites want a man before ine to 
¢offer burnt offerings, and to kindle meat offerings, and to do 


2 Heb. There shall not be ent off from David. 


e2 Sam.7.16. 
1 Kin. 2. 4. 
Ps, 89. 29. 
Luke 1. 32. 
¢ Rom. 12.1. 
1 Pet. 2. &. 
Rev. 1. 6. 


(xxix. 10), with reference to the promise 
already given (xxiii. 5, 6). 

15, 16. Cp. mary. ref. When the good 
word was spoken, the name Jehovah our 
Righteousness was given to_the righteous 
Sprout: here it is given to Jerusalem, ie. 
to the Church, because it is her business 
mediately to work on earth that righteous- 
ness which Christ works absolutely. Cp. 
Eph. i. 23. 

17,18. Read literally, these verses promise 
the permanent restoration of the Davidic 
throne and of the Levitical priesthood. As 
a matter of fact Zedekiah was the last king 
of David’s line, and the Levitical priest- 
hood has long passed away. Both these 
changes Jeremiah himself foretold (xxii. 30 ; 
iii. 16). In what way then is this apparent 
contradiction (cp. Isai. Ixvi. 20-23; Ezek. 
x).-xlviii.) to be explained? ‘The solution 
is probably as follows. It was necessary 
that the Bible should be intelligible to the 
people at the time when it was written, 
and in some degree to the writer. ‘The 
Davidie kingship and the Levitical priest- 
hood were symbols, which represented to the 
Jew all that was most dear to his heart in 
the state of things under which he lived. 
‘Their restoration was the restoration of his 
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e¢ Pa, 89, 37. 
Isai. 54. 9. 
ch. 31. 36. 


/ Ps. 89. 34. 


2 Gen. 13, 16. 
ch. Yl. 37. 


4 yer, 21, 22. 


£ ver. 20. 
Gon, 8, 22. 
& Ps, 74. 16. 
ch. 31. 35. 
Sch. 3h. We 
™ ver. 7, 
Ezra 2. 1. 


@ 2 Kin. 25, 
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19 sacrifice continually. And the word of the Lorp came unto 
20 Jeremiah, saying, Thus saith the Lorp; ‘If ye can break my 
covenant of the day, and my covenant of the night, and that 
21 there should not be day and night in their season ; then may also 
/my covenant be broken with David my servant, that he should 
not have a son to reign upon his throne; and with the Levites 
22 the priests, my ministers. As tho host of heaven cannot bo num- 
bered, neither the sand of the sea measured: so will I multiply 
the seed of David my servant, and the Levites that minister unto 
23 me. {] Moreover the word of the LorpD came to Jeremiah, say- 
24 ing, Considerest thou not what this people have spoken, saying, 
ithe two families which the Lorp hath chosen, he hath even 
cast them off? thus they have despised my people, that they 
25 should be no more a nation before them. 4 Thus saith the 
Lorp; If ‘my covenant be not with day and night, and if I have 
26 not “appointed the ordinances of heaven and earth ; 'then will I 
cast away the seed of Jacob, and David my servant, so that I will 
not take any of his seed to be rulers over the seed of Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob: for ™I will cause their captivity to return, and 
have mercy on them. 


Cuar. 34. THE word which came unto Jeremiah from the Lorn, 
“when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and all his army, and 


at get Yall the kingdoms of the earth 'of his dominion, and all the 

beh. 1. 15. people, fought against Jerusalom, and against all the cities there- 

2 of, sayin hus saith the Lorn, the God of Israel; F Go and 

speak to Zedekiah ane of Judah, and tell him, Thus saith the 

ch. 21. 10. Lorn ; Behold, °I will give this city into the hand of the king 

¢ch. 92.29. 3 of Babylon, and ¢he shall bara it with fire: and ¢thou shalt not 

eh = - escape out of his hand, but shalt surely be taken, and delivered 

° into his hand; and thine eyes shall behold the eyes of the king 

of Babylon, and ?he shall speak with thee mouth to mouth, anc 

+ thou shalt go to Babylon. Yet hear the word of the Lorp, O 

Zedekiah king of Judah; Thus saith the Lorn of thee, Thou 

5 shalt not die by the sword: bué thou shalt die in peace: and 

beta Ge with /the burnings of thy fathers, the former kings which were 

# Dav. 2. a before thee, so shall they burn odowrs for thee; and “they 
18. pes 1 Heb. the dominion of his hund. 2 Heb. his mouth shall speak to thy mouth. 

national and spiritual life. Neither was so i.c. the whole order of nature. Nature is 

restored as to exist permanently, Butthat not more firmly established than God's pur- 


was given instead, of which both were 
types, the Church, whose Head is the true 
Prophet, Priest and King. 

21, 22, This promise also has been not 
literally, but spiritually fulfilled; for in 
this sense only have the seed of David and 
the Levites been multiplied. 

24. Considerest thou not] Lit. Hast thou 
not seen, t.c. noticed ? 

this people) i.e. the Jews. 

thus &c.] Or, and Afy people they have de- 
spised, 60 that they are nu more a nation 
in their sight. They say that God has 
rejected Judah as well as Israel: and thus 
they despise themselves in their relation to 
God as His Covenant-people, by regarding 
their national existence as about imme- 
diately to cease for ever. 

25. the ordinances of heaven and earth] 


poses in grace. 

XXIV. The ordinary view of this 
prophecy, that it is a more full account of 
the narrative given in xxxii. 3-5, is not so 
probable as that which takes it in connexion 
with ch. xxi. Jeremiah had then informed 
Zedekiah by his messengers that Jerusalem 
would certainly be captured: but he was 
still in a condition to obtain goud terms, 
and the prophet goes to him and lays before 
him the alternative. Zedekiah with all the 
obstinacy of a weak man chose to continue the 
war, and lost kingdom, eyesight, and liberty. 

1. people] Peoples, i.e. tribes, races, under 
the rule of one man. 

5, in peace] See xii. 12 note. 

burn odours} make a burning. The 


burning was probably that of piles of 


wood, and spices were added only as an 
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will lament thee, saying, Ah lord! for I have pronounced the 
6 word, saith the Lorp. {Then Jeremiah tho prophet spake all 
7 these words unto Zedekiah king of Judah in Jerusalem, when 


the king of 


Babylon’s army fought against Jerusalem, and 


against all the cities of Judah that were left, against Lachish, 


and against Azekah: for ‘these defenced cities remained of the 


cities of Judah. 


f2 Kin. 18. 
3. 
2 Chr. 11. 


&§ This is the word that came unto Jeremiah from tho Loro, 5 9. 


aftor that the king Zedckiah had made a 
people which were at Jerusalem, to proclaim * liberty unto them; 
9 'that every man should let his manservant, and every man his 
maidservant, being an Hebrew or an Hebrewess, go free; ™that 
none should serve himself of them, to wit, of a Jew his brother. 
and all the people, which had entered 
that every one should let his man- 


10 Now when all the princes, 
into the coyenant, heard 


covenant with all the 


& Ex, 21. 2. 
Lev. 25. 10. 
ver. 14. 
Neh, 5. 11. 
m Lev. 25. 
39—16. 


servant, and cyery one his maidservant, go free, that none should 
serve themselves of them any more, then they obeyed, and let 


11 them go. 
and the handmaids, 
brought them into subjection 


But "afterward they turned, end caused the servants 
whom they had let go free, to return, and 
for servants and for handmaids. 


" Seover, 21. 
ch. 37. 5. 


12 ¥ Therefore the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah from the 


13 Lorp, saying, Thus saith the Lorn, 
2 covenant with your fathers in the day 


the God of Isracl; I made 


that I brought them 


forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondmen, 
a 


especial honour, It was not a Jewish 
custom to burn the dead. As these burn- 
ings depended upon the estimation in which 
the dead king was held, the verse implies a 
per reign, such as Zedekiah might 
Taye had as an obedient vassal to Baby- 
on, 

I have pronounced the word] I have spoken 
the word. 

7. ‘This marks the exact time, that it was 
early in the campaign, while the outlying 
fortresses still occupied the attention of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s army. Lachish and 
‘Azekah were strony cities in the plain 
towards Egypt and must be taken before the 
Chaldeans could march upon Jerusalem: 
otherwise the Egyptians might collect there 
and fall upon them. 

8-22. It is usual with commentators to 
say that the laws dealing with the emanci- 
pation of the Hebrew slaves, as also that of 
the land resting during the sabbatical year, 
were not observed. ‘The narrative teaches 
us the exact contrary. ‘Che manumission 
of the slaves on the present occasion was 
the spontaneous act of Zedekiah and the 
peopie. They knew of the law, and acknow- 
edged its obligation. The observance of it 
was, no doubt, lax: the majority let their 
own selfish interests prevail; but the 
minority made might give way to right, 
and Zedekiah supported their efforts though 
only in a weak way. 

Early in January, in the ninth year of 
Zedekiah, the Chaldean army approache 
Jerusalem. ‘he people made a covenant 


with the king, who appears as the abettor 
of the measure, to let their slaves go free. 
Possibly patriotism had its share in this < 
and as Jerugalem was strongly fortified, all 
classes possibly hoped that if the slaves 
were manumitted, they too would labour 
with a more hearty good-will in resisting 
theenemy. Inthe summer of the same year 
the Egyptians advanced to the rescue, and 
Nebuchadnezzar withdrew to meet their 
attack. ‘The Jews with a strange levity, 
which sets them before us in a most despic- 
able light, at once forced the manumitted 
slaves back into bondage. With noble 
indignation Jeremiah rebukes them for 
their treachery, assures them that the 
Chaldean army will return, and warns 
them of the certainty of the punishment 
which they so richly merited. 

8. As the Chaldean army swept-over the 
country the wealthier classes would all flee 
to Jerusalem, taking with them their house- 
holds. And asthe Mosaic Law was probably 
more carefully keptthere than in thecountry, 
the presence in thiese families of slaves who 
had grown grey in service may have given 
offence to the stricter classes at the capital. 

to proclaim liberty unto nee) The words 
are those of the proclamation of the year of 
jubile to the people, whereupon it became 
their duty to set their slaves free. 

9. should serre himself of them] Should 
make them serve him (see xxv. 14). 

ll. they turned, and caused...to return] But 


d afterwards they again made the slaves return. 


18. the house of bordmen]) ‘The miserable 
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° Ex, 21. 2. 


Deut. 15. 12. ther an Hebrew, 


he hath served theo six 


ears, thou shalt let him 
thee: but your fathers hearkened not unto me, 
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14 saying, At the end of seven years let ye go every men his bro- 
which 'hath been sold 


unto thee; and when 
go free from 
neither inclined 


15 their ear. And ye woro ?now turned, and had done right in my 
sight, in proclaiming liberty every man to his neighbour ; and 


PY So 2 Kin. 
2. 3b. 


ye had Pmade a covenant before me?in the house which is 


liberty, every ono to his 
*behold, I proclaim 2 


will give tho men that 
have not performed the 
had made before me, when 


ep 10, 29, 16 called by my namo: but ye turned and “polluted my name, and 
ach. 7. 10. caused every man his servant, and covery man his handmaid, 
Tee whom he had set at liberty at their pleasure, to return, and 
vine brought them into subjection, to be unto you for servants and 
17 for handmaids. {J Therefore thus saith the LorD; Ye have not 
hearkened unto me, in proclaimin 
* Matt. 7. 2. brother, and covery man to his neighbour : 
aa liberty for you, saith the Lorp, ‘to the sword, to the pestilence, 
fch, 32. 24. and to the famine; and I will make you ‘to be “removed into 
oe cut 28. 18 all the kingdoms of the earth. And 
ch. 20, 18, have transgressed my covenant, which 
words of the covenant which they 
* See Gen, 


15. 10, 17. 


calf; I will even 


“they cut the calf in twain, and passed between the parts thereof, 
19 the princes of Judah, and 
and the priests, and all 
20 between the parts of the 
hand of their enemies, und into the hand of 
life: and their ¥dead bodies shall be for ment unto the fowls of 


the princes of Jerusalem, the eunuchs, 
tho people of the land, which passed 
give them into the 
thom that seok their 


And Zedekiah king 
hand of their ene- 
that seek their life, and into the 


of Buabylon’s army, “which are gone up from 
will command, saith the Lorp, and cause them 


and ¢I will make the cities of Judah a 


ch. 7. 33. 
21 the heaven, and to the beasts of the earth. 

of Judah and his princes will I give into tho 

mies, and into the hand of them 
£ See ch. 37. hand of the rig 
odn'g7.a, 22 you. *Behold, 
bch. 38. 3. to return to this city ; and they shall fight against it °and tako 
“ch. 9, 11. it, and burn it with fire: 


desolation without an inhabitant. 
Cuap. 35. THE word which came unto Jeremiah from the Lorp 


} Or, Aath sold himself. 


2 Heh. to day. 


3 Heb. whereupon my name  * Heb. for a vemovin ; 
is called. sei J ) 


ee 


prison in which, after being worked in the 
fields all day in gangs, the slaves were shut 
up at night. 

16. at their pleasure] Lit. for themselves. 

17, Iwill make you to be removed into] Iwill 
cause you to be & terror unto. Men would 
shudder at them. 

18. the words &c.] The Jews spoke of 
“cutting” a covenant, because the con- 
tracting parties cut a calf in twain and 
passed between the pieces. ‘lhus cutting a 
covenant and cutting « calf in twain, meant 
the same thing. 

21. which are gone up from you] i.e. which 
have departed for the present, and have 
raised the siege. 

V. The Rechabites were a nomad 
tribe not of Jewish but of Kenite race, and 
connected with the Amalekites (Num. xxiv. 
21; 1 Sam. xv. 6), from whom however they 
had separated themselves, and made a close 


alliance with the tribe of Judah (Judg. i. 16), 
on whose southern borders they took up 
their dwelling (1 Sam. xxvii. 10). While, 
however, the main body of the Kenites 
gradually adopted settled habits, and dwelt 
in cities (1 Sam. xxx. 29), the Rechabites per- 
sisted in leading the free desert life, and in 
this determination they were finally con- 
firmed by the influence and authority of 
Jonadab, who lived in Jehu’s reign. He 
was a zealous adherent of Jehovah (2 K. x. 
15-17), and possibly a religious reformer ; 
and as the names of the men mentioned in 
the present narrative are all compounded 
with Jah, it is plain that the tribe continued 
their allegiance to Him. 

The object of Jonadab in endeavouring to 
preserve the nomad habits of his race was 
probably twofold. He wished first to main- 
tain among them the purer morality and 
higher feeling of the desert contrasted with 
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in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, saying, 


2 J Go unto the house of the ¢Rechabites, and spenk unto them, 
and bring them into the house of the Lorn, into one of the 
8 chambers, and give them wine to drink. Then I took Jaaza- 


« 2 Kin. 10. 
16. 


1 Chr. 2. 55. 
61 Kin. 6. 6. 


niah the son of Jeromiah, the son of Habaziniah, and his 
brethren, and all his sons, and the whole house of the Recha- 
4 bites; and I brought them into the house of the Lorn, into the 
chamber of the sons of Hanan, the son of Igdaliah, a man of 
God, which was by the chamber of the princes, which was above 


the chamber of Maaseciah the son of Shallum, ‘the keeper of the 
5 'door: and I set before the sons of the house of the Rechabites 
pots full of wine, and cups, and I said unto them, Drink ye 
G wine. But they said, We will drink no wine: for ¢Jonadab the 
gon of Rechab our father commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink 


¢2 Kin. 12.9. 
1 Chr. 9. 18, 
19. 


@ 2 Kin. 10. 
16. 


7 no wine, neither ye, nor your sons for ever: neither shall ye 
build house, nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard, nor have any: 


but all your days ye shall dwell in tents; ‘that yo may live 
8 many days in the land where ye le strangers. ‘Thus have we 


¢ Ex. 20. 12. 
Eph. 6. 2. 


oboyed the voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab our father in all 
that he hath charged us, to drink no wine all our days, we, our 

9 wives, our sons, nor our daughters; nor to build houses for us 
10 to dwell in: neither haye we vineyard, nor field, nor seed: but 
we have dwelt in tents, and have obeyed, and done according to 

11 all that Jonadab our father commanded us. But it came to pass, 
when Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon came up into the land, 
that we said, Come, and let us go to Jerusalem for fear of the 
army of the Chaldeans, and for fear of the army of the Syrians: 


12 so we dwell at Jerusalem. 


q Then came the word of the Lorp 


unto Jeremiah, saying, Thus saith the Lorn of hosts, the God 
13 of Israel; Go and tell the men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, Will ye not ‘receive instruction to hearken to my ¢ ch. 32. 33 


1 Heb. threshold, or, vessel. 


the Jaxity and effeminacy of the city life ; 
and secondly he was anxious for the preser- 
vation of their freedom. Their punctilious 
obedience (v. 14) to Jonadab’s precepts is 
employed by Jeremiah to point a useful 
lesson for his own people. 

The date of the prophecy is the interval 
between the battle of Carchemish and the 
appearance of Nebuchadnezzarat Jerusalem, 
(rv. 11) at the end of the same year. It is 
consequently seventeen years earlier than 
the narrative in xxxiv. 8 &c. 

2. the dart The family. 

3. Jaazaniah was the chief of that portion 
of the tribe which had taken refuge in Je- 
rusalem. 

4. The title man of God, i.e. prophet, 
helongs to Hanan, identified by many with 
Hanani (2 Chr. xvi. 7). Lhe sons of Hanan 
were probably his disciples, If so, we find a 
religious school or sect, regularly established 
in the precincts of the ‘'emple, of whose 
views and modes of interpretation we know 
nothing. Plainly however the Hananites 
were friendly to Jeremiah, and lent him 
their hall for his purpose. 

the chamber of the princes] Probably the 


council-chamber in which the great officers 
of state met for the despatch of businesa, 

the keeper of the door] There were three of 
these keepers, answering to the outer and 
inner courts of the ‘em pie: and the entrance 
to the Temple itself. ‘They were officers of 
high rank, having precedence next to the 
High-Priest and his deputy. 

5. pots] bowls, to fill the cups. 

6, 7. Wine is the symbol of a settled life, 
because the vine requires time for its growth 
and care in its cultivation, while the pre- 
paration of the wine itself requires build- 
ings, and it then has to be stored up before 
it is ready for use. ‘The drink of nomads 
consists of the milk of their herds. 

7. strangers) Because not of Jewish blood, 
though wandering in their territory. 

8, 10. our fie] Not merely our ances- 
tor, but the founder of our institutions. 

11. the Syrians] The LXX. substitutes 
Assyrians for Syrians, but marauding bands 
of the Aramzans are probably meant. 

13. Jeremiah, accompanied by the main 
body of the Rechabites, went into one of the 
courts of the Temple, and there addressed 
to the people the rebuke following. 
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14 words? saith the Lorn. 


The words of Jonadab the son of 


Rechab, that he commanded his sons not to drink wine, are per- 
formed; for unto this day they drink none, but obey their 


92 Chr. 36. 
hi, 


bch. 25. 3. 
‘ch. 7. 23. 
k ch. 18, 11, 
& 25. 6, 6. 


father’s commandment: ?notwithstanding I have spoken unto 
you, “rising carly and speaking ; but ye hearkened not unto me. 
15 ‘I have sent also unto you all my servants tho prophets, rising 
up early and sonding them, saying, * Return ye now every man 
from his evil way, and amend your doings, and go not after 


other gods to serve them, and ye shall dwell in the land which 
T have given to you and to your fathers : but ye have not inclined 


16 your ear, nor hearkened unto me. 


Because the sons of Jonadab 


the son of Rechab have performed the commandment of their 
father, which he commanded them; but this people hath not 
17 hearkened unto me: therefore thus saith the Lord God of 
hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring upon Judah and 
upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the evil that I have 


¢ Prov. 1. 24 
Isai. 65. 12. 


pronounced against them : 'because I have spoken unto them, 
but they have not heard; and I havo called unto them, 


but they 


18 have not answered. {J And Jeremiah said unto the house of the 
Rechabites, Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the God of Israel ; 
Because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your 
father, and kept all his precepts, and done according unto all 

19 that he hath commanded you: therefore thus saith the Lorp of 
hosts, the God of Israel; !Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not 


™ oh. 15, 19. 


want a man to "stand before me for ever. 


Cuar. 36. AND it came to pass in the fourth year of Jchoiakim the 
son of Josiah, king of Judah, that this word came unto Jeremiah 


° Teal. 8. 1. 
Ezek, 2. 9. 
Zech, 6. 1. 
+ ch. 30. 2. 
© ch. 25. 15, 
¢ ch. 23. ¥. 


1 Heb.! There shall not a 
man be cut off from Jona- 


2 from the Loup, saying, Take theo ¢a roll of a book, and ® write 
therein all the words that I have spoken unto thee against Israel, 
and against Judah, and against all the nations, 
spake unto thee, from the days of ¢Josiah, 


from the day I 
even unto this day. 


dab the son of Rechab to 
afand, $c. 


es the 


14. are performed] Are established, i.¢. 
are maintained in full force. 

unto this day] te. for more than two hun- 
dred years. 

15. all...the prophets] The Rechabites had 
had but one lawgiver: the Jews had had a 
succession of messengers from God. 

19. ‘l'ravellers bear witness to the exist- 
ence of a large tribe who represent them- 
selves as the descendants of the Rechabites. 
The prediction was also literally fulfilled in 
the Rechabites being in some way incor- 
porated into the tribe of Levi, whose office 
especially it was to stand before Jehovah 
(Deut. x. 8). 

XXXVI.-XLIV. Historical events con- 
nected with the collection of Jeremiah’'s 
prophecies into a volume, and with his 
personal history immediately before and 
after the siege of Jerusalem. 

XXXVI. Attached to the prophecies re- 
tating to Israel and Judah is an account of 
the circumstances under which very many 
of them, and also the prophecies concerning 
the Gentiles, were first formed into one 
volume. See Introd. p. 161, 


1. in the fourth year of ribcage See 
xxv. 1 note. ‘The pene chapter belongs 
to the very end of that year. he capture 
of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar took place 
early in Jehoiakim’s fourth year, long be- 
fore the writing of Jehviakim’s roll. The 
humiliation seems to have sunk deeply into 
the heart of Jehoiakim, and when Jeremiah 
prophesied extended dominion to the Chal- 
dzeans (rv, 29), his anger knew no bounds. It 
was the fact that judgment had begun which 
made it expedient to gather Jeremiah’s pre- 
dictions into one volume, with the object 
(1) of inducing the people to repent, and 
(2) of Peenaeine the king to be a true sub. 
ject of the Chaldean empire. 

2. a roll of a book] A parchment-roll, con- 
sisting of several skins sewn together, and 
cut of an even breadth, with a piece of wood 
at one end (or, in case of larger volumes, at 
both ends) on which to roll them up. 

write therein all the words &c.] The phrase 
means that the roll was to contain “all 
the counsel of God” (Acts xx. 27) upon 
the special point mentioned in v. 3, and that 
the prophet was not to keep anything back, 
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3 ¢It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I « ver. 7. 


purpose to do unto them; that they may /return every man 
from his evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and their 
4 sin. 9 Then Jeremiah %called Baruch the son of Neriah: and 
hBaruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the 
Lorp, which ho had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book. 


f ch. 18. 8 
Jonah 3. 8. 
9 ch. 32. 12, 
4 See ch, 
45. 1. 


5 And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am shut up; I 
6 cannot go into the house of the LorD: therefore go thou, and 
read in the roll, which thou hast written from my mouth, the 
words of the orp in the ears of the people in the Lorp’s house 


upon ‘the fasting day : and also thou shalt read them in the ears 
7 of all Judah that come out of their cities. *It may be'they will 
present their supplication before the Lorp, and will return every 


t Lev. 16. 29. 
& 23. 27-32. 
Acts 27. 9. 

k ver. 3. 


one from his evil way: for great is the anger and the fury that 
8 the Lorp hath pronounced against this people. And Baruch the 
son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the prophet 


commanded him, reading in the book the words of the 


9 the Lorp’s house. 


ORD in 


4 And it came to pass in the fifth year of 


Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, in the ninth month, 
that they proclaimed a fast before the Lorn to all the people in 
Jerusalem, and to all the people that came from the cities of 


10 Judah unto Jerusalem. 


Then read 


Baruch in the book the 


words of Jeremiah in the house of the Lorn, in the chamber of 
Gemariah the son of Shaphan the scribe, in the higher court, at 


the ?4entry of the new gate of the Lorp’s house, in the cars of 


' ch. 26. 10 


11 all the people. When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, the son 
of Shaphan, had heard out of the book all the words of the Lorn, 
12 then he went down into the king’s house, into the scribe’s 
chamber: and, lo, all the princes sat there, even Elishama the 
scribe, and Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan the son 
ot Achbor, and Gemariah the son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah tho 
15 son of Hananiah, and all the princes. Then Michaiah declared 
unto them all the words that he had heard, when Baruch read 
14 the book in the ears of the people. Therefore all the princes 
sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son 
of Cushi, unto Baruch, saying, Take in thine hand the roll 


whercin thou hast read in the ears of the people, and come. 


1 lleb, their supplication shull fall, 


So 


4 Or, door. 


8. Cp. xxvi. 3. In point of date ch. xxvi. 
is ramestiately peo to the present. 

5. shut up) dered from guing ; perhaps 
through fear of Jehoiakim. 

6. the fusting day] A fasting day. Baruch 
was to wait for a proper opportunity (¢. 9). 

7. they will present their supplication] i.e. 
humbly. See rl ‘The phrase also con- 
tained the idea of the prayer being accepted. 

8. reading] To read, 

9. The ninth month answers to our 
December, and the fast was probably in 
commemoration of the capture of Jerusalem 
by the Chaldeans in the previous year. 

10. Gemariah seems to have inherited his 
father’s office of public scribe or secretary 
of state (see 2 K. xxii. 3). As brother of 
ee he would be favourable to Jere- 


miah, 
the higher court] The inner court; into 


which it wasnot lawfulforthe peopletoenter, 
but the chamber probably itself formed one 
of its sides, and could be approached from 
the outer court. 

11. Probably as his father had lent Jere- 
miah the hall, Michaiah had been com- 
manded to bring Gemariah (v. 12) tidings, 
ag soon as the reading was over, of the na- 
ture of the prophet’s words, and the effect 
produced by them upon the people. . 

12. the scribe’s chamber] The chancery in 
which the king’s: business was conducted. 
Probably Elishama was one of the ‘‘ princi- 
pal scribes of the host” (lii. 25), z.e. the secre- 
tary of state for war. The business which had 
brought together ‘all the princes ”- would 
have reference to the Chaldean war. | 

14, Jehudi signifies a Jew and Cushi an 
Ethiopian, but it seems reasonable to con- 
clude that they are genuine, proper names. 
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Baruch the son of Neriah took the roll in his hand, and came 
15 unto them. And they said unto him, Sit down now, and read it 
16 in our ears. So Baruch read ## in their ears. J Now it came to 

pass, when they had heard all the words, they were afraid both 

one and other, and said unto Baruch, We will surely tell the king 


17 of all these words. And they 
18 How didst thou write all these words at his mouth % 


asked Baruch, saying, Tell us now, 
Then 


Baruch answered thein, He pronounced all these words unto me 
19 with his mouth, and I wrote them with ink in the book, Then 
suid the princes unto Baruch, Go, hido thee, thou and Jeremiah; 


20 and let no man know whore ye be. 
king into the court, but they 


q] And they went in to the 
laid up the roll in the chamber of 


Elishama the scribe, and told all the words in the ears of the 
21 king. So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll: and he took it 


out of Elishama the scribe’s chamber. 

the cars of the king, and in the ears of 
22 stood beside the king. Now 

in the ninth month: and there was a fire on the hearth burning 


™ Sco Amos 
3. 15, 


And Jehudi read it in 
all the princes which 
the king sat in “the wintcrhouse 


23 before him. And it came to pass, that whon Jehudi had read three 
or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast # into the 
fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in 

24 the fire that was on the hearth. Yet they were not afraid, nor 


"2 Kin 22, 
11 


Isai. 36, 22. 
& 37.1. 


*rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants 
25 that heard all these words. Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah 
and Gemariah had made intercession to the king that he would 


26 not burn the roll: but he would not hear them. But the king 


commanded Jerahmeel the son 


‘of Hammelcch, and Scraiah the 


xon of Azricl, and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to tako Baruch 
the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet: but tho Lorp hid them, 
27 ¥ Then the word of the Lorp came to J cromiah, after that the 
king had burned tho roll, and tho words which Baruch wrote at 


28 the mouth of Jeremiah, saying, 


Take thee again another roll, 


and write in it all the former words that were in the first roll, 


29 which Jehoiakim the king 


of Judah hath burned. And thou 


shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus saith the Loxp; 
! Or, of the king. 


a a ee 


16. they were afraid both one and other] 
Lit. they trembled each to his neighbour, 7.e. 
they shewed their alarm by their looks and 
gestures one to another. They felt that 
what he had so consistently prophesied for 
a period of twenty-three years would in all 
probability be fulfilled. 

We will surely tell] Rather, We must tell 
the king. Tt was their official duty. 

17. ‘The roll might have been drawn up by 
Baruch from memoranda of his own with- 
out the prophet’s direct authority. ‘The 
princes therefore did not ask from curiosity, 
but to obtain necessary information. 

18, He pronounced] He used to say 
aloud, he dictated. Baruch’s office was 
merely mechanical. He contributed no- 
thing but hand, pen, and ink. 

20. the court) i.e. The inner quadrangle of 
the palace, in which was the royal resi- 

ence. 

they laid up the roll] They left the roll in 
charge, i.e. in the care of some one. 


22. the ee) A separate portion of 
the palace was used for residence according 
to the season (marg. ref.) 

and there was a fire on the hearth...] And 
the fire-pan burning before then. On the 
middle of the floor was a brazier containing 
burning charcoal. 

23. leaves] Columns: lit. folding-doors ; 
the word exactly describes the shape of the 
columns of writing upon the roll. 

penknife] Scribe's knife ; used to shape the 
reed for writing, and to make erasures in 
the parchment. 

on the hearth] Or, in the fire-pan. The 
conduct of the king shews how violent was 
his temper. 

25. It is remarkable to find Elnathan 
interceding for Jeremiah after the office he 
had discharged towards Urijah (xxvi. 22), 

26. Hammelech] Kither a proper name or 
& prince of the blood royal (see marg. ; 
xxxvili. 6; 1K, xxii. 26), ° ~ 
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Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why hast thou written there- 
in, saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly come and destroy 
this land, and shall cause to cease from thence man and beast ? 
$0 Therefore thus saith the Lorp of Jchoiakim king of Judah; 


°He shall have none to sit apon the throne of David: and his 
dead body shall be ?cast out in the day to the heat, and in the 


ch, 22. 30. 
P ch. 22, 19. 


31 night to tho frost. And I will!punish him and his seed and his 
servants for their iniquity; and I will bring upon them, and 
apon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of Judah, 
all the cvil that I have pronounced against them ; but they 


82 hearkened not. 


q Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it 


to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote therein from 
the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Je- 
hoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire: and there were 
added besides unto them many *like words. 


Cuar. 37. AND king “*Zedckiah the son of Josiah reigned instead 
of Coniah the son of Jehoiakim, whom Nubuchadrezzar king of 17 

2 Babylon made king in the land of Judah. But neither he, nor 
his servants, nor the people of the land, did hearken unto the 


words of the Lorn, which he spake *by the prophet Jeremiah. 
3 And “Acdeckiah the king sent Jehucal the son of Shelemiah and 


¢Zephaniah tho son of Maaseiah the priest to the prophet Jere- 
4 miah, saying, Pray now unto the LorpD our God for us. Now 


¢ ch. 21,1, 2, 
& 52, 24. 


Jeremiah came in and went out among the people: for they had 


5 not put him into prison. Then ?Pharaoh’s army was come forth 


@ Seo 2 Kin, 


out of Egypt: ‘and when the Chaldeans that besieged Jeru- 24.7 


salom heard tidings of them, they departed from Jerusalem. 
6 { Then camo tho word of the LorD unto the prophet Jeremiah, 


Ezek. 17. 15. 
6 yer. 1). 
ch. 34. 21. 


7 saying, Thus saith tho Lorn, the God of Isracl; Thus shall ye 


say to the king of Judah, /that sent you unto me to enquiro of 


1 Hob. visit upon, ch. 23.34. 7? Heb. as they. 


J ch. 21. 2, 


3 Heb. by the hand of the prophet. 


29. The king of Babylon &c.] These words 
do not prove that Nebuchadnezzar had not 
already come, and compelled Jehoiakim to 
become his vassal. ‘I'he force lies in the last 
words, which predict such a coming as would 
make the land utterly desolate: and this 
would be the result of the king throwing off 
the Chaldean yoke. 

80. He shall have none to sit...) The three 
months’ reign of Jehoiakim was too desti- 
tute of real power to be a contradiction to 
this prediction. 

82. many like words] The second roll was 
thus a more complete record of the main 
lessons taught by Jeremiah during the long 
course of his inspired ministry. 

SXXVIIL, XNXXVIII. It is evident 
that Zedekiah was well affected towards 
Jeremiah, In these two chapters, dealing 
with events during the siege of Jerusalem, 
we have an accomnt of his relations with 
Jeremiah, and of the prophet’s personal his- 
tory wp to the capture of the city. 
<XXNVIL. 8. ‘This embassy is not to be 
confounded with that (xxi. 1) which took 
place when Nebuchadnezzar was just march- 


ahahe 


ing upon Jerusalem ; this was in the brief in- 
terval of hope occasioned by the approach 
of an Egyptian army to raise the siege. 
The Jews were elated by this temporary re- 
lief, and miserably abused it (xxxiv. 11). 
Zedekiah seems to some extent to have 
shared their hopes, and to have expected 
that the prophet would intercede for the 
city as successfully as Isaiah had done (Isai. 
xxxvii, 6). Jehucal was a member cf the 
warlike party (xxxviii. 1), as also was the 
deputy High-Priest Zephaniah, but other- 
wise he was well affected to Jeremiah. 

5. Then] And. Pharaoh-Hophra (xliv. 30), 
the Apries of Herodotus, probably withdrew 
without giving Nebuehadnezzar battle. 
After a reizn of 25 years he was dethroned 
by Amasis, but allowed to inhabit his pa- 
lace at Sais, where finally he was strangled. 

7-10. Jeremiah’s answer here is even more 
unfavourable than that which is given in 
xxi. 4-7. So hopeless is resistance that the 
disabledk men among the Chaldseans would 
alone suffice to capture the city and burn 
it to the ground. 
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me; Behold, Pharaoh’s army, which is come forth to help you, 


9 ch. 34. 22. 


8 shall return to Egypt into their own land. 


9And the Chaldeans 


shall come again, and fight against this city, and take it, and 
9 burn it with fire. Thus saith the Lorp; Deceiye not lyour- 
selves, saying, The Chaldeans shall surely depart from us: for 


4 ch, 21. 4. 


10 they shall not depart. *For though ye had smitten the whole 


army of the Chaldeans that fight against you, and there remained 


‘ver. 5. 


but ?wounded men among them, yet should they rise up every 
11 man in his tent, and burn this city with fire. 


qiAnd it 


caine to pass, that when the army of the Uhaldeans was *broken 
up from Jerusalem for fear of Pharaoh’s urmy, then Jeremiah 
12 went forth out of Jerusalem to go into tho land of Benjamin, ‘to 
13 separate himself thence in the midst of the people. And when 
he was in the gate of Benjamin, a captain of the ward was there, 
whose namo was Irijah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Hana- 


niah; and he took Jeremiah the 


prophet, saying, Thou fallest 


14 away to the Chaldeans. Then said Joromiah, Jt is *false; I fall 


not away to the Chaldeans. 
15 Irijah took Jeremiah, and brought him to the princes. Where- 
fore the princes were wroth with Jeremiah, and smote him, *and 


% ch. 38, 26. 


But he hearkened not to him: so 


ut him in pn in the house of Jonathan the scribe: for they 


at the prison. J When Jeremiah was entered into 
‘the dungeon, and into the ‘cabins, and Jeremiah had remained 
17 there many days; then Zedekiah the king 


sent, and took him 


out: and the king asked him secretly in his house, and said, Is 
there any word from the Lorp? And Jeremiah said, There is: 
for, said he, thou shalt be delivered into the hand of the king of 
18 Babylon. Moreover Jeremiah said unto king Zedckiah, What 


have I offended against thee, or against thy servants, 


or against 


19 this people, that ye have put mo in prison? Where are now 
your pores which prophesied unto you, saying, The king of 
€ 


on shall not come against you, nor against this land ? 


20 Therofore hear now, I pray theo, O my lord tho king: ‘let my 
supplication, I pray thee, be accepted before thee; that thou 
cause me not to return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest 


16 had made t 
‘ch. 38, 6. 
Baby 
211 die there. 
™ ch. 32, 2. 
& 38, 13, 28. 


¥ Heb. souls, 
2 Heb. thrust through. 
3 Heb. sade to ascend. 


Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they 
should commit Jeremiah “into the court of the prison, and that 


4 Or, fo slip away from thence 6 Or, cells. 
in the midst of the people, 7 Heb, let my supplication 
5 Heb. fulsehouid, or, « lie. fall, 


_—_—_ Ooo rr ees 


11. was broken up for fear of] Or, “had 
got them up from the face of.” It was 
amply a strategic movement. 

12. to separate himself thence...) To re- 
ceive a share thence. When the siege was 
temporarily raised, the first object would 
be food, and accordingly Jeremiah aecom- 
panied by others, who, Tike himself, had a 
right to share in the produce of the priests’ 
lands at Anathoth, started thither to see 
whether any stores remained which might 
he available for their common use. 

13. « captain of the ward] Captain of the 
watch, whose business was to examine all 
who went in and out. 

the gate of pu nane's The northern gate, 
uso called the gate of Ephraim. 

Thou fallest away &c.]) His well-known 


views made Jeremiah a suspected person, 
though the charge was groundless. 

14. the eicay Not the noblemen trained 
in the days of Josiah and Jeremiah’s friends 
(xxvi. 16), but those described in xxiv. 8. 
‘They assumed that the accusation was true; 
they first scourged and then imprisoned 
Jeremiah. 

15. the house] Probably the official resi- 
dence of the secretary of state. 

16, dungeon] Lit. house of a cistern or pit, 
and evidently underground. In this cistern- 
like excavation were several cells or arched 
vaults, in one of which with little light and 
less ventilation Jeremiah remained a long 
time. 

21. the prison] the watch (marg. ref.). 


miah remained in the court of the prison. 


maineth in t 


3 Thus saith the LorD, ‘This city shall surel 
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they should givo him daily a piece of bread out of the bakers’ 
street, "until all the bread in the city were spent. Thus Jere- » ch. 38,9 
& 52. 6. 
Czar. 38. THEN Shephatiuh the son of Mattan, and Gedaliah the 
son of Pashur, and ¢Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and *Pashur the ¢ ch. 37. 2, 
son of Malchiah, ‘heard the words that Jeremiah had spoken (<b. 21-1. 
2 unto all the pecs: saying, Thus saith the Lorn, “He that re- an. ae. 
is city shall die by the sword, by the famine, and 
by the pestilence: but he that goeth forth to the Chaldeans 
shall live; for ho shall have his life for a prey, and shall live. 
be given into tho A cb. a. 10. 


4 hand of the king of Babylon’s army, which shall take it. There- 
foro the princes said unto the king, We beseech theo, /let this 
man be put to death: for thus he weakeneth the hands of the 


J See ch, 26. 
Il. 


men of war that remain in this city, and the hands of all the 
people, in speaking such words unto them: for this man seeketh 
5 not the 'welfare of this people, but the hurt. Then Zedekiah 
the king said, Behold, he 7s in your hand: for the king ie not he 


G that can do uny thing against you. 
and cast him into the 


9Then took they 
ungeon of Malchiah the son ?of Ham- 


eremiah, 2 ch. 97, 21. 


melech, that was in the court of the prison: and they let down 


Joremiah with cords. 


And in the dungeon there was no water, 
7 but mire: so Jeremiah sunk in the mire. §J*Now when Ebed- 


4 ch, 39. 16. 


melech the Ethiopian, one of the eunuchs which was in the 
king’s house, heard that they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon ; 
8 the king then sitting in the gate of Benjamin; Ebed-melech 
went forth out of the king’s house, and spake to the king, 
9 saying, My lord the king, these men have done evil in all that 
they have done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom they have cast 
into the dungeon; and *he is like to die for hunger in the place 
10 where he is: for there is no more bread in the city. Then the 
king commanded Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, Take 
from hence thirty men ‘with thee, and take up Jeremiah the 


1 Heb. peace.  * Or, of the king. 


3 Heb. he wiil die. 


4 Heb. in thine hand, 


a piece] Lit. @ circle, i.e. a round cake. 

the bakers’ street] It is usual in oriental 
towns for each trade to have a special place 
set apart for it. Cp. Acts x. 6. 

XXXVIII. The object of the princes in 
imprisoning Jeremiah in Jonathan’s house 
had been to get him out of the way, as his 
predictions depressed the minds of the 

eople. This purpose was frustrated by 
his removal to the guard-house, where he 
was with the soldiery, and his friends had 
free access to him (xxxii. 12). ‘Therefore 
the princes determined upon the prophet’s 
death. Zedekiah was powerless (rv. 5), ‘and 
Jeremiah was thrown into a miry pit. 

1. kad spoken) Spake; or, was speak- 


ing. 

¥ for thus &c.] Because he makesthe men 
of war dispirited. No doubt this was true. 
Jeremiah, however, did not speak as a pri- 
vate person, but as the representative of 
the government; the temporal ruler in a 
saeneeney being responsible directly to 

0 


5. All real power was in their hands, and 


as they affirmed that Jeremiah’s death was 
a matter of necessity, the king did not dare 
refuse it to them. 

6. thedungeon] The cistern. Every house 
in Jerusalem was supplied with a subterra- 
nean cistern, so well constructed that the 
city never suffered in a siege from want of 
water. So a were they that when dry 
they seem to have been used for prisons 
(Zech. ix. 11). 

Hammelech] See xxxvi, 26 note. 

the prison] The guard. They threw Jere- 
miah into the nearest cistern, intending 
that he should die of starvation. Some have 
thought that Ps. lxix. was composed by 
Jeremiah when in this cistern. 

1%, Ebed-melech] i.e. the king's slave. By 
‘* Ethiopian” or Cushite is meant the Cushite 
of Africa, or negro. It seems (cp. 2K. xxiii. 
11) as if such eunuchs (or, chamberlains) took 
their names from the king, while the royal 
family and the princes generally bore names 
compounded with the appellations of the 


eity. 
10. thirty mzn] So large a number sug- 
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11 prophet out of the dungeon, before he dic. 
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So Ebed-melech 


took the men with him, and went into the house of the king 
under the treasury, and took thence old cast clouts and old 
rotten rags, and Ict them down by cords into the dungeon to 
12 Jeremiah. And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian said unto Jere- 
miah, Put now these old cast clouts and rotten rags under thine 


§ ver. 0. 


13 armholes under the cords. 


And Jeremiah did so. ‘So they 


drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took him up out of the dun- 


* ch. 37, 21. 


geon: and Jeremiah remained *in the court of tho prison. 


144 Then Zedckixh the king sent, and took Jereminh the prophet 
unto him into the 'third entry that 7s in the house of the Lorp: 
and the king said unto Jeremiah, I will ask thee a thing; hide 


15 nothing from me. 


Thon Jeremiah said unto Zedekiah, If I de- 


clare it unto thee, wilt thou not surely put ine to death? and if 
16 I give thee counsel, wilt thou not hearken unto ine? So Zedekiah 
the king sware secretly unto Jeremiah, saying, As the Lorp 


4 Isai. 57. 16. 


liveth, ‘that made us this soul, I will not put theo to death, 


neither will I give theo into the hand of these men that seck thy 
17 life. Then sail Joromiah unto Zedekiah, Thus saith the Lorn, 


m2 Kin. 24. 
12, 
ch. 39. 3. 


the God of hosts, the God of Israel; It thou wilt assuredly ™go 
forth “unto the king of Babylon’s princes, then thy soul shall 
live, and this city shall not be burned with fire; and thou shalt 


18 live, and thine houso: but if thou wilt not go forth to the king 
of Babylon’s princes, then shall this city be given into the band 


of the Chaldeans, and they shall burn it with fire, and °thou shalt 


Obey, I beseech 
But if thou refuse to 


© ch. 32. 4, 

Paige 19 not escape out of their hand. And Zedckiah the king said unto 
Site Jeremiah, I am afraid of the Jews that are fallen to the Chal- 
P18am.31.4. deans, lest they deliver ine into their hand, and they mock me. 

20 But Jeremiah said, They shall not deliver thee. 
thee, the voice of the Lorn, which I speak unto thee: so it shall 

21 be well unto thee, and thy soul shall liye. 

22 go forth, this 7s the word that the Lorp hath shewed me: And, 
behold, all the women that aro left in the king of Judah’s house 
shall be brought forth to the king of Babylon’s princes, and those 
women shill say, *Thy friends have set theo on, and have pre- 
vailed against thee: thy feet are sunk in the mire, and they are 

23 turned away back. So they shall bring out all thy wives and 

ach. 30. 6. @thy children to the Chaldeans: and *thou shalt not escape out 
Byoae of their hand, but shalt bo taken by the hand of the king of 


1 Or, priuvcipal, 


gests that Zedekiah expected some resist- 
ance. [Some read “ three” men.] 

11. old cast clouts &c.] Rags of torn gar- 
ments and rags of worn-out garments. 

14. the third entry) There was probably 
a@ passage from the palace to the Temple at 
this entry, and the meeting would take 
place in some private chamber close by. 

18, wilt thou not hearken... /] Rather, Thou 
wilt not hearken. 

16. that made as this soul) This very un- 
nsual addition to the formula of an oath 
(L Sam. xx. 3) was intended to strengthen 
it. By acknowledging that his soul was 
God's workmanship Zedekiah also implied 
his belief in God’s power over it. 

19. the Jews that are fallen. to the Chal- 
deans) ‘These deserters probably formed a 
fHamerous party, and now would be the 


* Heb. Afen of thy peace. 


more indignant with Zedekiah for having 
rejected their original advice to submit. 

22, all the women that are left] Belonging 
to the harems of former kings (cp. 1K. ii. 
22), attendants, and slaves. 

Lhy friends...) This satirical song (cp. 
Obad. 7) should be translated as a distich : 


Thy friends have urged thee on and pre- 
vailed upon thee : 

Thy feet are stuck in the mire; they have 
turned back. 


Thy friends, lit. “men of thy peace,” thy 
acquaintance (xx. 10). They wre Zedekiah 
on to a hopeless struggle with the Chal- 
dans, and when he gets into difficulties 
leave him in the lurch. 

23. So] And. In addition to the ridienle, 
there shall be the miseries of the capture. 
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Babylon: and 'thou shalt cause this city to be burned with fire. 
24 4 Then said Zedekiah unto Jeremiah, Let no man know of these 
25 words, and thou shalt not die. But if the princes hear that I 

have talked with thee, and they come unto thee, and say unto 

thee, Declare unto us now what thou hast said unto the king, 
hide it not from us, and we will not put thee to death ; also what 
26 the king said unto thee: then thou shalt say unto them, *I pre- 
sented iny supplication before the king, that he would not cause 
27 mo to return ‘to Jonathan’s house, to die there. J Then came 
all the princes unto Jeremiah, and asked him: and he told them 
according to all these words that the king had commanded. 

So *they left off speaking with him; for the matter was not 
28 perceived. So *Jeremiah abode in the court of the prison 

until the day that Jerusalem was taken: and he was there when 

Jerusalem was taken. 


Cuar. 39, IN tho ¢ninth year of Zedekinh king of Judah, in the 
tenth month, came Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon and all his 
2army against Jerusalem, and they besieged it. And in the 
eleventh ycar of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, the ninth day 
3 of the month, the city was broken up. % And all the princes of 
the king of Babylon came in, and sat in the middle gate, even 
Nergal-sharezer, Samgar-nebo, Sarsechim, Rab-saris, Nergal- 
sharezer, Rab-mag, with all the residue of the princes of the 
4 king of Babylon. Q*And it came to pass, that whon Zedokiah 
the king of Judah saw them, and all the men of war, then they 
fled, and went forth out of the city by night, by the way of the 
king’s garden, by the gate betwixt the two walls: and he wont 

5 out the way of the plain. But the Chaldeans’ army pursued 
after them, and “overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho: 
and when they had taken him, they brought him up to Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babylon to *Riblah in the land of Hamath, 

6 where he *gave judgment upon him. Then the king of Babylon 
slew the sons of Zedekiah in Riblah before his eyes: also the 
7 king of Babylon slew all the nobles of Judah. Moreover /he 
put out Zedekiah’s cyes, and bound him ‘with chains, to carry 
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* ch. 87. 20, 


t ch, 37. 


* ch. 37, 21. 
& 39. 14. 


2 2 Kin. 25. 
1—+. 
ch. 52, 4—7, 


> ch, 38. 17, 


© 2 Kin, 25. 
4, &c. 
ch. 62. 7. 


@coh. £2. 4, 
& 38. 18, 23. 


¢2 Kin. 23, 
33. 


/Ezek. 12.13, 
compared. 
with ch.32. 1, 


1 Hebd, thou shalt burn, fe. 
2 Heb. they were silent from him. 


thou shalt cause this city to be burned] Lit. 
asmarg. It shall be thy own act a3_com- 
pletely as if done with thine own hand. 

28, and he was there when &c.] These words 
are altered by some to “and it came to pass 
when” &c., and taken to form the opening 
of ch. xxxix. 

XXXIX.—TZie Capture of Jerusalen.— 
The majority of the particulars given in 
ev. 1-14 occur again (mary. ref.); and are 
by some regarded as an interpolation. The 
external evidence (that of the Versions) is, 
however, in favour of their authenticity. 
xxxix. 14 is to be reconciled with xl. 1-4 by 
remembering that Gedaliah had left Jeru- 
salem and gone to Nizpah (xl. 6), a city in 
the immediate neighbourhood; and as he 
was not at home to protect the prophet, 
nothing is more probable than that ere: 
miah in company with the main body of 
captives was brought to Ramah in chains. 


S Heb. apake with him judg- 


ments, ch. 4. 12. 


* Heb. with tivo brasen 
chuins, or, fetters. 


8. These princes were four (1) Neryals 
Sharezer, 2.¢c. Nirgal-sar-usur (May Nergal 
protect the king); (2) Samyar-Nebo (Be gra- 
cious, O Nebo) ; (3) Sarsechim. No explana- 
tion is given at present of this name. He 
was Rab-saris, i.e. chief of the eunuchs (2 K. 
xviii. 17 note). (4) Another Weryal-sharezer, 
who was Rab-mag, i.e. chief of the Magians, 
He is known in history as Neriglissar, the 
son-in-law of Nebuchadnezzar, and pro- 
bably his vicegerent during his seven years 
of madness. Two years after his death 
Neriglissar murdered Evil-Merodach, Ne- 
buchadnezzar’s son, and seized the crown, 
but after a reign of four years was slain in 
battle against Cyrus, when disputing with 
him the crown of Media. See Dan. v. 1 note. 

the middle gate] Probably that which sepe- 
rated the city of Zion from the lower town. 

4-10. Cp. marg. ref. ‘The differences bo- 
tween the two accounts are slight. 
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¥ 2 Kin. 25.0. 

ch. 38. 18. and the houses of the 
\2Kin.25. QwallsofJerusalem. ¥J* 


ll, &c. 
ch. 52. 15. 
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8 him to Babylon. 9%And the Cialdeans burned the king’s house, 
pon. with fire, and brake down the 


a 


en Nebuzar-adan the }*captain of the 


guard carried away captive into Babylon the remnant of the 


people that remained in the city, and those that fell away, that 


10 tell to him, with the rest of the people that remained. 


But 


Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard lett of the poor of the 
people, which had nothing, in the land of Judah, and gave them 


11 vineyards and fields4at the sume time. 


4] Now Nebuchadrezzar 


king of Babylon gave churge concerning Jeremiah ‘to Nebuzar- 
adan the captain of the guard, saying, Take him, and ®look well 
12 to him, and do him no harm; but do unto hin even as he shall 
13 say unto thee. So Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard sent, 
and Nebushasban, Rab-saris, and Nergal-sharezer, Rab-mag, 


‘ch. 88. 28, 


14 and all the king of Babylon’s princes; even they sent, ‘and took 


Jeremiah out of the court of the prison, and committed him 


K ch. 40. 5. 
' ch, 26, 25. 


‘unto Gedaliah the son of !Ahikam the son of Shaphan, that 
he should carry him home: so he dwelt among the people. 


15 § Now the word of the Lorp caine unto Jeremiah, while he was 
16 shut up in the court of the prison, saying, Go and speak to 


™ cb. 38. 7. 
® Dan. 9. 12. 


™Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, saying, Thns saith the Lorp of 
hosts, the God of Israel ; Behold, "I will bring my words upon 


this city for evil, and not for good; and they shall be ac- 


17 complished in that duy before thee. 


But I will deliver thee in 


that day, saith the Lorp: and thou shalt not be given into the 
18 hand of the men of whom thou ert afraid. For I will surely 


ch. 21. 0. 
45, 6. 
?1Cbr, 6. 


£0, in me, saith the Lorp. 
1's, 87. 40. 


deliver thee, and thou shalt not fall by the sword, but *thy life 
shall be for a prey unto thee: Pbecause thou hast put thy trust 


Crap. 40. THE word that came to Jeremiah from the Lorn, 


“ch. 39. 14. 


“after that Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard had let him 


go from Ramah, when he had taken him being bound in ‘chains 
among all-that were carried away captive of Jerusalem and 
2 Judah, which were carried uway captive unto Babylon. (J And 


& ch. 60. 7. 


1 Or, chief marshal, 
32 Heb. chief of the execu- 
tionera, Or, slanghtermen: 


and so ver, 10. 11, &e. 
See Gen. 97, 38, 
3 Hob. in thué day. 


the captain of the guurd took Jeremiah, and *said unto him, 


5 Heb. set thine eyes upon 
him, 
6 Or, smeanieles, 


* Heb. by the hund of. 


13. Nebuzar-adan is in the inscriptions 
Nabu-zir-iddina (Nebo has given offspring) ; 
and Nebushasban, Nabu-sizibanni (Nebo sure 
me), whom some identify with Sarsechim (v.3). 

. Jeremiah was to be taken out of the 
court of the watch, and placed in the palace 
close by, 

he dwelt amonq the people] i.e. he was no 
losyer in custody, but master of his own 
actions, 

15. This prophecy probably came to Je- 
remiah after his interview with Zedekiah 
(xxxviii. 14), but is added here as a supple- 
ment in order not to break the sequence of 
events. 

17. of whom thou art afraid] The Chal- 
dwans. Ebed-melech apparently looked 
forward with much alarm to the bloodshed 
sure to take place at the storming of the city. 


18. a prey untothee) Anunexpected and un- 
looked-for gain. He had given proof of faith 
in courageously delivering God’s prophet. 

XL. I. As what follows is mainly a his- 
torical narrative, it seems that the title 
‘*The word &c.” was appropriate not merely 
to a prediction of the future, but to an ac- 
count of the past, if written by a prophet. 
The Jews reyarded history as inspired if 
written by a seer, and thus their historical 
books are called “‘ the early Prophets.” 

Ramah) Probably all the prisoners of 
note were collected at Ramah indiscrimi- 
nately, and examined there. 

hound in chains] The prisoners were pro- 
bably fastened together in couples by one 
hand, and a rope passed down the centre to 
bind them in a long line, and prevent 
attempts at escape. 


JEREMIAH. XL. 


The Lorp thy God hath pronounced this evil upon this place. 
3 Now the Lorp hath brought ##, and donc according as he hath 
said: ‘because ye have sinned against the Lorp, and have 
not obeyed his voice, therefore this thing is como upon you. 
4 And now, behold, I loose thee this day from the chains which 
‘were upon thine hand. 4If it seem good unto thee to come 
with me into Babylon, come; and *I will look well unto thee: 
but if it seem ill unto thee to come with me into Babylon, for- 
bear: behold, ¢all the land is before thee: whither it seemeth 
5 good and convenient for thee to go, thither go. Now while he 
was not yet gone back, fe said, Go back also to Gedaliah tho 
son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan, “whom the king of Babylon 
hath made governor over tho cities of Judah, and dwell with him 
among the people: or go wheresoever it seemeth convenient 
unto thee to go. So the captain of the guard gave him victuals 
Gand a reward, and let him go. ¢%Then went Jeremiah unto 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to *Mizpah; and dwelt with him 
7 among the people that were left in the land. 4*Now when all 
the captains of the forces which were in the fields, even they and 
their men, heard that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah 
the son of Ahikam governor in the land, and had committed 
unto him men, and women, and children, and of *the poor of 
tho land, of them that wero not carried away captive to Babylon ; 

8 then they came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, ‘even Ishmacl the son 
of Nethaniah, and Johanan and Jonathan the sons of Kareah, 
and Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth, and the sons of Iphai, the 
Netophathite, and Jezaniah the son of a Maachathite, they and 
9 their men. And Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Sha- 
phan sware unto them and to their men, saying, lear not *to 
serve the Chaldeans: dwell in the land, and serve the king of 
10 Babylon, and it shall be well with you. As for me, behold, I 
will dwell at Mizpah, to serve the Chaldeans, which will come 
unto us: but ye, gather ye wine, and summer fruits, and oil, 
und put them in your vessels, and dwell in your cities that ye 
11 have taken. [Likewise when all the Jews that were in Moab, 
und among the Ammonites, and in Edom, and that were in all 
the countries, heard that the king of Babylon had left a rem- 
nant of Judah, and that he had set over them Gedaliah the son 
12 of Ahikam the son of Shaphan; even all the Jews returned out 
of all places whither they were driven, and came to the land of 
Judah, to Gedaliah, unto Mizpah, and gathered wine and 


2 Heb. I will set mine eye * Heb. fostand before: and 
tpon thee. 80 ver. 10. Deut. 1. 33. 


a 


6. Now while he was not yet qone back] 


! Or, aro upon thine hand. 


to look after the king’s interests. 


21, 25. 
Dan. 9. 11. 


¢ ch. 39. 12. 


© Gen. 20. 15. 


9 ch. 39.14. 
4 Judy. 20. 1. 


#2 Kin. 25. 
23, &c. 


® ch. 39. 10, 


éch. 41.1, 


But what- 


Most modern commentators render And as 
he yet answered nothing, Return then, he said, 
to Gedaliah &c. 

victuals) A ration of food. 

a reward] A present. 

7. The men would be the old and infirm : 
the women those whose husbands and_pro- 
tectors had perished in the wars (e.g. xli. 10). 
The word children includes all the inferior 
members of a household. 

9, 10. to serve the Chaldeans) Lit. as 
marg.; to be their minister and lieutenant. 
Gedaliah supposed that officers of high rank 
would come from time to time from Babylon 


ever was ordered would be done through 
him, as being the prime minister. 
gather ye wine) As Jerusalem was cap- 
tured in the fifth month, August, it would 
now be autumn, and there would be fruit 
upon the trees, enough to maintain the 
scanty population during the winter. 
taken Or, seized. very captain had 
robably occupied some place by force as 
is head quarters, and Gedaliah bids them 
retain them. He frankly accepts the whole 
existing state of things, as a necessary step 
towards re-establishing confidence. 
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13 summer fruits very much. §Morcover Johanan the son of 
Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that were in the fields, 


14 enme to Gedaliah to 
ff Sec ch. 41. 


izpah, and said unto him, Dost thou 


certainly know that “Baalis the king of the Ammonites hath 
sent Ishmael the son of Nethaniah 'to slay theo ? 


But Gedaliah 


14 the son of Ahikam believed them not. Then Johanan the son 
of Karenh spake to Gedaliah in Mizpuah secretly, suying, Let me 
go, I pray thee, and I will slay Ishmacl the son of Nethaniah, 


and no man shall know 


it: wherefore should he slay thee, that 


all the Jews which are gathered unto thee should be scattered, 

16 and the remnant in Judah perish? But Gedalinh the son of 
Ahikam said unto Johanan the son of Kareah, Thou shalt not 
do this thmg: for thou speakest falsely of Ishmuacl. 


a2 Kin. 25. 


ade 
ch. 10. 6, S. 


Cuap. 41. NOW it came to pass in the seventh month, *that 
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah the son of Ilishama, of the seed 
royal, and the princes of the king, even ten men with him, came 


unto Gedalith the son of Ahikam to Mizpah; and there they 
2 did eat bread together in Mizpah. Then arose Ishmael the son 


of Nethaniah, and tho ten men that were with him, and ’smote 
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan with the sword, 


and slew him, whom the king of Babylon had made governor 


3 over the land: 


Ishmacl also slew all the Jews that were with 


him, een with Gedaliah, at Mizpah, and the Chuldeans that 


4 were found there, aid the men of war. 


G And it came to pass 


the second day after he had slain Gedaliah, and no man knew it, 
5 that there came certain from Shechem, from Shiloh, and from 


Samaria, even fourscore 


¢ Lev. 19. 27, Y 
23 their clothes rent, and 


Dent. 14. 1. 
Isni, la. 2, 
“3-61 Sam. 
17 


2 Kin. 23. 9. 


men, ‘having their beards shaven, and 
having cut themselves, with offerings 


and incense in their hand, to bring them to “the house of the 
6 Lorp. And Ishinael the son of Nethaniah went forth from 
Mizpah to mect them, *weeping all along as he went: and it 
came to pass, as he met them, he sail unto thei, Come to 
7 Gedaliah the son of Ahikain. 


And it was se, when they came 


into the midst of the city, that Ishmuel the son of Nethamah 
slew them, and cast them into the midst of the pit, he, and the 


8 nen that were with him. 


that said unto Ishmael, 


the field, of wheat, and of barley, and of oil, and of honey. 


1 Heb. fo strike thee in soul? 


But ten men were found anong them 
Slay us not: for we have treasures in 


So 


2 Heb. ia going and tceeping. 


14. It is difficult to say what object Baalis 
can have had in murdering Gedaliah. As 
an ally of Zedekiah (xxvii. 3), he may have 
had a spite against the family of Ahikam for 
opposing, as most probably they did at Jere- 
miah’s instigation, the league proposed (ch. 
xxvii.). Ishmael’s motive was envy and spite 
at seeing a subject who had always opposed 
the war now invesied with kingly power, in 
place of the royal family. 

XLL. 1, the serenth month] Gedaliah’s go- 
vernment lasted less than two months, 

even] Rather, and. Ishmael was de- 
scended probably from Elishama the son of 
David (25am. v. 16). ‘Ten grandees each with 
his retinue would have aroused suspicion, 
but the smaliness of Ishmael’s following 
put Gedaliah completely off his guard. 

5. These three towns all lay in the tribe 


of Ephraim, and in the district planted by 
Salmaneser with Cuthites ; but though the 
fact of these men having cut themselves (see 
xvi. 6 note), is Seicious, yet they were pro- 
bably pious Israelites, going up to Jerusa- 
lem, carrying the meat offering usual at 
the feast of ‘Tabernacles, of which this was 
the sexson, and mourning over the destruc- 
tion, not of the city, but of the ‘'emple, to 
the repairs of which we find the members 
of this tribe contributing in Josiah’s time 
(2 Chr. xxxiv. 9). 

Ishmael’s conduct seems to have been 
dictated by the malicious desire utterly to 
frustrate Gedaliah’s work. 

weeping] By this artifice he lured them into 
Mizpah. LXX. ‘‘as they were...weeping.” 
4. the pit] the cistern, and in r. 9. 
8. treasures] Hidden stores ; which would 
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9he forbare, and slow them not among their brethren. Now 
the pit wherein Ishmael had cast all the dead bodies of the 
mon, whom he had slain }*because of Gedaliah, wes it ‘which 
Asa the king had made for fear of Baasha king of Isracl: and 
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah filled it with them that were 
10 slain. Then Ishmael carried away captive all the rosidue of 
the people that were in Mizpah, fever the king’s daughters, 
and all the people that remained in Mizpah, ?whom Nebuzar- 
adan the captain of the guard had committed to Gedaliah tho 
eon of Ahikam: and Ishmael the son of Nethamiah carried 
them away captive, and departed to go over to *the Ammonites. 
11 G But when Johanan tho son of Karcah, and all ‘the captains 
of the forces that zee with him, heard of all the evil that 
12 Ishmael the son of Nothaniah had done, then they took all the 
mon, and went to fight with Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and 
13 found him by ‘the great waters that are in Gibeon. Now it 
caine to pass, that when all the people which were with Ishmael 
saw Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the 
14 forces that were with him, then they were glad. So all the 
people that Ishmael had carried away captive from Mizpah cast 
about and returned, and went unto Johunan the son of Kareuh. 
15 But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah escaped from Johanan with 
16 cight men, and went to the Ammonites. Then took Johanan 
the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the forces that 
were with him, all the remnant of the people whoin he had re- 
covered from Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, from Mizpah, after 
that he had slain Gedaliah the son of Ahikain, even mighty men 
of war, and the women, and the children, and the cunuchs, 
17 whom he had brought again from Gibeon: and they departed, 
and dwelt in the habitation of ‘Chimham, which is by Beth-le- 
18 hem, to go to enter into Egypt, because of the Chaldeans: for 
they were afraid of them, because Ishmael the son of Nethaniah 
had slain Gedaliah the son of Ahikain, “whom the king of 
Babylon made governor in the land. 


Cuap. 42. TILEN all tho captains of the forces, ¢and Johanan the 
son of Kareah, and Jezaniah tho son of Hoshaiah, and all the 

2 people from the least even unto the greatest, caine near, ind said 
unto Jeremiah the prophet, %Let, we beseech theo, our suppli- 
cation be accepted before thee, and “pray for us unto the Lorp 
thy God, even for all this remnant; (for we are left but ‘a few 


2 Heb. by the hand, or, by 
the side of Gedaliah. 


3 Or, Let our supplication 


1 Or, near Gedaliah. 
: Sutt before thee, 
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¢1Kin.16.22, 
2 Chr. 16. 6. 


Sch. 43. 6. 
9 ch. 40. 7. 


h ch. 40. 14. 
‘ch, 40. 7, 8, 
13. 


72 Sam. 19 
37, 38, 


m ch. 40. 5, 


@ ch. 410, 8, 
SH. 1. 


&1Sam. 7.3 
Isai. 37. 4 
Jam. 5. 168. 
¢ Lev, 26, 22, 


be of great value to Ishmael in his retreat 
back to Baalis. . 

9. because of Gedaliah] By the side of 
Gedaliah. Ishmael now cast beside Geda- 
liah’s body those of the pilgrims. 

12. An open pool still exists at Gibeon, 
and a large subterranean reservoir fed by a 
copious natural spring. Gibeon is about 
two miles North of Mizpah. 

17, the habitation of Chimham] The He- 
brew text has Geruth-Chemoham, of which 
place nothing is known. The Masorites 
read Geruth-Chimham, the Khan or Cara- 
vanserai of Chimham, son of the rich Bar- 
zillai (mary. ref.). The substitution is in- 


capable now of proof or disproof, but it is 
possibly right. 

XODIL 1. Among those delivered hy Jo- 
hanan from Ishmael had been Jeremiah 
and Baruch (xliii. 6); and to them now all, 
without exception, come for counsel. 

Jezaniah] He is called Azariah in xliii. 2. 
The LXX. in both places call him Azariah 
As there is little reason for identifying him 
with Jezaniah the Maachathite (x1. 8), it is 

robable that the LXX. are right in calling 

im in both places Azariah, and that the 
reading Jezaniah arose from some scribe 
assuming that his name must be found in 
the earlier list, 
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3 of many, as thine eyes do behold us:) that the Lorp thy God 


« Ezra 8. 21. 
4+ we nay do. 


may shew us4¢the way wherein we may walk, and the thing that 
q Then Jeremiah the prophet said unto them, I 


have heard you ; behold, I will pray unto the Lorp your God 


¢1 Kin. 22. 
1b. 


f1Sam.3.18,. 
Acts 2, 20. 
7 Gen. 31, dv. 


according to your words; and if shall como to pass, that ¢ what- 
soever thing the LorpD shall answer you, I will declare ié unto 
5 you; I will/keep nothing back from you. 
Jeremiah, ?Lhe Lory be a true and faithful witness between us, 
if we do not even according to all things for the which the Lorp 
6 thy God shall send thee to us. 


Then they said to 


Whether it be good, or whether 


it be evil, we will obey the voice of the Lorp our God, to whom 


4 Dout. 6. 3. 
ch. 7. 23. 


we send thee; *that it may be well with us, when we obey the 
7 voice of the Lorp our God. And if came to pass after ten 


S days, that the word of the Lorp came unto Jeremiah. Then 
called he Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of the 
forces which were with him, and all the people from the least 

9 even to the greatest, and said unto them, Thus saith the Lorn, 
the God of Isracl, unto whom ye sent me to present your suppli- 


10 cation before him; ¥ If 
twill I build you, and not pull you down, and I will plant you, 
and not pluck yow up: for I *repent me of the evil that I have 

Be not afraid of the king of Babylon, of 
whom yo aro afraid; be not afraid of him, saith the Lorp: 
'for I am with you to save you, and to deliver you from his 

12 hand. And ™I will shew mercies unto you, that he may have 
mercy upon you, and cause you to return to your own land. 

13 J But if "ye say, We will not dwell in this land, neither obey 


' ch, 24. 6. 
& 31, 23. 


11 done unto you. 


ch. 44 16. 


ye will still abide in this Jand, then 


1+ the voice of the Lorp your God, saying, No; but we will go into 
the land of Egypt, where we shall see no war, nor hear the sound 
of the trumpet, nor have hunger of bread; and there will we 
15 dwell: and now therefore hear the word of tho Lorn, ye rem- 
nant of Judah; Thus saith the Lorpb of hosts, the God of Israel; 


© Deut. 17.16. 
ech, $b 12. 

P Luke 9. 51. 
a Ezek. 11.8. 


If ye °wholly sct "your faces to enter into Egypt, and go to 
16 sojourn there; then it shall come to pass, that the sword, ?which 
ye feared, shal! overtake you there in the land of Egypt, and 


the famine, whoreof ye were afraid, 'shall follow close atter you 
17 there in Egypt ; and there ye shall die. ?So shall it be with all 
the men that sct their faces to go into Egypt to sojourn thero; 


1 Heb. shull cleave ufter you. 


2 Heb. So shull all the men be. 


5. between us] Against us, as in vr. 19 
marg. 

according to all things] Lit. according to 
the whole word as to which Jehovah thy God 
shall send thee to us, 

8. we] The form-used here occurs nowhere 
else in the Old Testament, but is the regular 
form of the pronoun in the ‘Talmud. It is 
one out of many instances of Jeremiah 
using the popular instead of the literary 
language of his times. 

7. after ten days) On previous occasions 
Jeremiah when consulted answered at once 
(xxi. 3). The present delay (cp. xxviii. 12) 
was probably granted by God in order to 
free the minds of the peuple from the panic 
caused by the murder of Gedaliah and their 
fear of Chaldwan vengeance. Jeremiah 
could have had no doubt that the flight into 


Egypt was contrary to the tenor of his 
former prophecies, 

10. J repent me] As punishment had been 
inflicted, the Divine justice was satisfied. 

12. Or, I will give you compassion 
before (i.e. obtain pity from) the king of 
Babylon, and he shall hare mercy upon you, 
and let you dwell upon your own soil. 

14. Egypt had lost the battle of Carche- 
mish, but it had not been the scene itself of 
military operations; while Judza, from the 
date of the battle of Megiddo, had per- 
petually been exposed to the actual horrors 
of war. 

16, 17. Translate, Tien shall the sword of 
which ye are afraid reach you there in the 
land of Eyypt, and the fumine whereof ye 
pine shail cleave close unto you in Eyypt, 
and there shall ye die; and all the men who 
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they shall dic "by the sword, by the famine, and by the pesti- 
lence: and *none of them shall remain or escape from the evil 
18 that I will bring upon them. For thus saith the Lorn of hosts, 
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rch. 24, 10. 


* See ch. 44. 
14, 28. 


the God of Israel; As mine anger and my fury hath been 


tpoured forth upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem ; so shall my 


* ch. 7. 20. 


fury be poured forth upon you, when yo shall enter into Egypt: 


and “yo shall be an execration, and an astonishment, and a 
curse, and a reproach; and ye shall see this placo no_more. 


«ch. 18. 16. 
Zech. 8, 13. 


19 ¢ The Lor hath said concerning you, O yo remnant of Judah; 


=Go ye not into Egypt: know certainly that I have 'adimonished 
For *ye dissembled in your hearts, when ye sent 
me unto the Lorp your God, saying, “Pray for us unto the Lor» 


20 you this day. 


* Deut. 17, 
16. 


¥ ver, 2. 


our God; and according unto all that the Lorp our God shall 
21 say, so declare unto us, and we will do #é. And now T have this 
day declared it to you; but ye have not obeyed tho voice of the 
Lorp your God, nor any thing for the which he hath sent me 


22 unto you. 


Now therefore know certainly that ‘ye shall die by 
the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence, in the place 


2 ver, 17. 


Ezek. 6. 11. 


whither ye desire 3to go and to sojourn. 

Cuar. 43, AND it came to pass, that when Jeremiah had made an 
end of speaking unto all the people all the words of the Lorp 
their God, for which the Lorp their God had sent him to them, 


ever all theso words, “then spake Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, 


@ ch, 42. 1. 


2 and Johanan the son of Kareah, and ail the proud men, saying 
unto Jeremiah, Thou spenkest falsely: the Lorp our God hath 
3 not sent thee to say, Go not into Egypt to sojourn there: but 
Baruch the son of Neriah setteth thee on against us, for to deliver 
us into the hand of the Chaldeans, that they nmght put us to 


4 death, and carry us away captives into alba 


4} So Johanan 


tho son of Kareah, and all the captains of tho forces, and all the 

eople, obeyed not the voice of the LorD, to dwell in the land of 

5 Sada: But Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the captains of 
the forces, took Yall the remnant of Juduh, that were returned beh. 40. 11, 


from all nations, whither they had been driven, to dwell in the 


t Heb. testified aguinst you, 
2 Or, ye Auce set deceit 


have set their faces to go into Eyypt to sojourn 
there shall die... hy the pestilence, nor shall 
they have any one that ix left or exeaped from 
the evil which I acill bring upon then. 

18. @ curse] spar agiape be or ignominy. 

19. The request made in. 3 has been ful- 
filled: Jehovah has spoken. The prophet 
now adds these four verses as a sort of epi- 
logue, in which he urges upon them the 
several points of the Divine message. In 
the ten days which had intervened between 
the request and the answer Jeremiah had 
become aware that neither princes nor peo- 
ple were prepared to obey unless the answer 
was in accordance with their own wishes. 
He does therefore his best to convince 
them, but as usual it was his lot to speak 
the truth to wilful men, and gain no hearing. 

20. ye dissembled in your hearts] Or, ye have 
led yourselves astray, t.c. your sending me to 
ask counsel of God was an act of self-delu- 
sion. You felt so sure that God would 
direct you to go into Egypt, that now that 


against your souls. 
3 Or, to go to eujourn, 


He has spoken to the contrary, you are un- 
able to reconcile yourselves to it. 

XLITL. 1-8. These captains belonged to 
the party who had all along resisted Jere- 
miah’s counsels, and had led Zedekiah astray. 
Now however that events had proved that 
the prophet’s counsels had been wise and 
true, they cannot for shame find fault 
with him, but they affirm that he is under 
the influence of Baruch, a traitor who hay 
sold himself to the Chaldeans, and seeks 
only the hurt of the people. 

4. all the people} Many, nevertheless, 
would be unwilling agents, compelled _to do 
what their unscrupulous leaders forced upon 
the community. 

8. all the remnant of Judah that were re- 
turned] In this way the utter depopulation 
of the land was completed. Thus was ful- 
filled the predictions of xxiv, 8-10, and the 
sole hope of the nation now centered in the 
exiles at Babylon (do. vv. 5-7). 
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© ch. 41. 10. 
ch, 39. 10. 
& 40. 7. 
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Gland of Judah; ever men, and women, and children, ‘and the 
king’s daughters, 4and every person that Nebuzar-adan the cap- 


0.7 tain of the guard had left with Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the 
son of Shaphan, and Jeremiah the prophet, and Baruch the son 


7 of Neriah. 


So they came into the land of Egypt: for they 


obeyed not the voice of the Lorp: thus came they eren to 


“ch. 41.1. 
enlled 
dfanes, 
Isai, $0. 4 


¢Tuhpanhes. 


8 Then came the word of the Lorp unto Jeremiah in Tah- 
9 panhes, saying, Take great stones in thine hand, and hide them 


in the clay in the brickkiln, which 7s at the entry of Pharaoh’s 
10 house in Tahpanhes, in the sight of the men of Judah; and say 


unto then, 


q Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, the God of Israel ; 


Behold, I will send and take Nebuchadrezzar the king of Baby- 


J ch. 2%. 9. 
& 27. 6. 
2 ch. 44. 


Ach. 15. 
Zech. 11. 9. 


ich. 46. 25. 


_ 


to 


lon, my servant, and will set his throne upon theso stones that 
Ihave hid; and he shall spread his royal pavilion over them. 
3. 11 %And when he cometh, he shall smite the land of Egypt, and 
. deliver *such as are for death to death ; and such as are for cap- 

tivity to captivity; and such «as are for the sword to the sword. 
12 And I will kindle a fire in the houses of ‘the gods of Egypt ; and 


he shall burn them, and carry them away captives: and he shall 
array himself with the land of Egypt, as a shepherd putteth on 
13 his garnent; and he shall go forth from thence in peace. He 
shall break also the ‘images of ? Beth-shemesh, that 7s in the 
land of Egypt; and the houses of the gods of the Egyptians 


shall he burn with fire. 


Cuap. 44, THE word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the Jews 


1 Heb. statues, or, standing images. 


7. Tahpanhes) See ii. 16, note. 

8. On arriving at the frontiers of Egypt, 
the captains would be compelled to halt in 
order to obtain the kiny’s permission to enter 
hiscountry. Jeremiah therefore takes the op- 

portunity to predict, first, the downfall of 
ypt; and secondly, that of the false gods, 

% brickkilu] Possibly, a pavement of brick. 
Jeremiah was to take a few large stones, 
such, nevertheless, as he could carry in his 
hand, and build with them, in the propylea 
before the royal palace, something that 
would serve to represent the dais upon 
which the seat of kings was usually placed. 
By hiding them in the clay is meant plaister- 
ing them over with mortar. 

10. my servant) See xxv. 9 note. 

that I have hid) ic. that I have embedded 
in the mortar by the instrumentality of my 
prophet. 

pavilion] Rather, canopy. It probably 
means the parasol held over kings, whic 
had a tall and thick pole, grasped with both 
hands, and in the early times a somewhat 
small circular top. 

11, According to each man’s destiny he 
will either die of famine, pestilence, or in 
battle ; or he will be led captive ; or be put 
to death by the executioner. 

12. J will kindle] Or, he shall kindle. 


which dwell in the land of Egypt, which dwell at ¢ Migdol, and 


3 Or, The house of the su2. 


he shall burn them &c.] é.e. he shall burn 
the temples, and carry wway the gods. 

and he shall array] Vit. Aud he shalt 
wrap himself in the land of Egypt as the shep- 
herd wrappeth himself in his cloak, and shalt 
go forth thence in peace ; t.c., With as great 
ease as a shepherd throws his cloak round 
him when going forth to watch his flock by 
night in the field, so easily shall the king of 
Babylon take possession of all the glory of 
Egypt, throw it round him, and depart 
without anyone resisting his progress. 

13. ae! Rather, piilars (cp. Isai. xix. 
19 note), obelisks. 

Beth-shemesh] Heliopolis, famous for its 
obelisks, 

XLIV. Jeremiah’s last prophecy, in 
which he boldly rebukes the tendency of the 
Jews to idolatry, which seems to have grown 
only the stronger in their tribulation. The 
address was evidently made to them at some 
festival, and though the Jews lived in the 
hope of being able soon to return to Judea 
from Egypt, yet we find that they had 
apron over the whole land, representatives 
of their communities having come to Path- 
ros not only from Migdol and Tahpanhes, 
but even from Noph. 

1, Afigdol] Magdolum, a strong fortress 
on the northern boundary of Egypt. 
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at *Tahpanhes, and at ‘Noph, and in the country of Pathros, 

2 saying, J Thus saith the LorD of hosts, the God of Israel; Ye 
have seen all tho ovil that I have brought upon Jerusalem, and 
upon all tho cities of Judah; and, behold, this day they ure ¢a 

3 desolation, and no man dwellcth therein, because of their wicked- 
ness which they have committed to provoke me to anger, in that 
they went ‘to burn incense, end to /serve other gods, whom they 

4 knew not, neither they, yo, nor your fathers. Lowbcit 9I sent 
unto you all my servants the propnots rising early and sending 
them, saying, Oh, do not this abominable thing that I hate. 

5 But they hearkened not, nor inclined their car to turn from 
6 their wickedness, to burn no incense unto other gods. Where- 
fore *my fury and mino anger was poured forth, and was kindled 

in the cities of Judah and in tho streets of Jerusalem ; and they 

7 are wasted and desolate, as at this day. Therefore now thus 
saith the Lorn, the God of hosts, the God of Israel ; Wherefore 
commit yo this great evil ‘against your souls, to cut off from you 
man and woman, child and suckling, 'out of Judah, to leave 

§ you none to remain; in that yo ‘provoke me unto wrath with 
the works of your hands, burning incense unto other gods in the 
land of Egypt, whither yo be gone to dwell, that ye might cut 
yourselves off, antl that yo might be 'a curse and a reproach 

9 among all tho nations of tho earth? Tave ye forgotten the 
*wickedness of your fathers, and the wickedness of the kings of 
Judah, and the wickedness of their wives, and your own wicked- 
ness, and the wickedness of your wives, which they have 
comnnitted in tho land of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem? 

10 They are not *humbled even unto this day, neither have they 
feared, nor walked in my law, nor in my statutes, that I set 
11 before you and bofore your fathers. J Therefore thus saith the 
Lorp of hosts, the God of Isracl; Behold, *I will set my face 
12 against you for evil, and to cut off all Judah, And Twill take 
the remnant of Judah, that have set their faces to go into the 
land of Egypt to sojourn there, and they shall all be consumed, 
end fall in the land of Egypt; they shall evex be consumed by 
the sword aad by the famine: they shall dic, from the least even 
unto the greatest, by the sword and by tho famine: and ?they 
shall be an exceration, and an astonishment, and a eurse, and a 
13 reproach. @}or I will punish them that dwell in the land of 
Egypt, as I have punished Jerusalem, by the sword, by the 
14 famine, and by tho pestilence: so that none of the remnant of 
Judah, which are gone into the land of Egypt to sojourn there, 
shall escape or remain, that they should return into the land of 


1 Hel. ont of the midst of 
Judah. 


2 Heh. wickednesses, or, 


3 Heb. contrite, Ps. 51. 17. 
punishinenuts, Sc. 
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& ch. 43. 7. 
¢ Isai. 19. 13. 


4 ch. 9. 11. 
& 3h. 22. 


ech. 19. & 

J Deut. 13.6. 
& 32.17. 

92 Uhr. uu. 
15. 


ch. 7. 25. 


h ch. 42. 13. 


Nim. 16.39. 
ch. 7. 19. 


k ch. 25. 6, 7. 


Teh, 42. 
yer, 12. 


™ Prov. 23. 
i. 


» Lev. 17.10, 
& sak 5. 


ch. 21, 10. 
Amos 9. 4. 
ch, 42. 15. 


P ch. 42. 18, 


ach. 43. 11. 


3. in that then went to burn incense, and to 
serve] Or, by going tu burn incense to serve 
thereby other gods. 

4. Howhbeit £ sent] And I sent. 

7. your souls] i.e. your own selves. 

8. cut vorrsctres off] Rather, cut (them, 
v. 7) of from nou. 

9. the wickedness of their wives) Many 
accept the reading of the LACX., the wicked- 
ness of vour princes. ‘The kings, the 
princes, the people,” and finally ‘their 
wives,” is a summary enumeration of all 


classes, by whose united persistence in sin 
the ruin of their country had been con- 
suminated. 

ll, all Judah] i.e. A Judah in Egypt, 
yet even there with exceptions (see cr. 14, 
28), while Judah in Babylon was entirely 
exempt from this denunciation, 

14. Lit. Awe there shall not be to the rem- 
nant of Judah, which are going to sojourn 
there in the land of Equpt, one that escapes or” 
remains &e. The word rendered ‘escapes ” 
means one who slips away, saves himself by 
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Judah, to the which they "have a desiro to return to dwell there: 


r ver, 23. 


15 for *none shall return but such as shall escape. 


q Then all the 


inen which knew that their wives had burned incense unto other 
gods, and all the women that stood by, a great multitude, even 
nil the pole that dwelt in the land of Egyrt, in Pathros, 


16 answered Jeremiah, saying, § As for the wor 

spoken unto us in the name of the Lorn, ‘we will not hearken 
But we will certainly do ‘whatsoever thing gocth 
forth out of our own mouth, to burn incense unto the ?“queen of 
heaven, and to pour out dyink offerings unto her, as we have 
done, we. and our fathers, our kings, and our princes, in the 
cities of Judah, and in the streets of Jerusalem: for then had wo 


* So ch. 6. 
is 


ium. go, 14 unto thee. 
12 


Deut. 23. 23. 
Judg. 11. 46. 
“cb. 7. ls. 


that thou hast 


18 plenty of 3victuals, and were well, und saw no evil. But since 


we left off to burn incense to the queen of heaven, and to 


our 


out drink offerings unto her, we have wanted all things, and have 


= ch. 7. 18 


19 been consumed by the sword and by the famine. 


zAnd when 


we burned incense to the queen of heaven, and poured out drink 
offerings unto her, did we make her cakes to worship her, and 


20 pour out drink offerings unto her, without our‘men? 4 T 


hen 


Jeremiah said unto all the people, to the men, and to the women, 
and to all the people which had given him that answer, saying, 
21 The incense that ye burned in the cities of Judah, and in the 
streets of Jerusalem, ye, and your fathers, your kings, and your 
princes, and the people of the land, did not the LorpD remember 
2° them, and came 1t not into his mind? So that the Lorp could 
no longer bear, because of the evil of your doings, and because 


' Heb. lift up their soul. 
* Or, frame of heaven. 


3 Heb. bread. 
* Or, Ausbunds? 


a stealthy flight (Gien. xiv. 13); the word 
*tremains,” one who survives when all the 
rest perish (Job xviii. 19), Of all those now 
going down to Egypt none shall return to 
Judea except a few miserable fugitives, 
who shall steal away as men who flee in 
battle (2 Sam. xix. 3). For many years Jew- 
ish settlers had gone to Egypt in great num- 
bers, and these old settlers would be treated 
in the same way as the Egyptians, but 
these fugitives, with no knowledge of the 
Egyptian language or ways, would have no 
friends in the country to aid them, and 
would also be recognized by the Chaldeans 
as inveterate enemies, and mercilessly slain. 

15. had burned incense] Omit “had”; 
burned jaecense. This appeal of the prophet 
was inade at a public festival held some- 
where in Pathros, i.c. Upper Egypt: for 
the women are assembled in a great congre- 
gation (ep. xxvi. 9), here formed for religious 
purposes. As they advance in regular pro- 
cexsion to worship the moon-goddess, in 
accordance as it seems with a vow (¢. 17), 
Jeremiah meets them, makes the procession 


halt upon its way, and pronounces in Je- f 


hovah’s name words of solemn warning. 
The reply that all the settlers in Egypt were 
formally putting themselves under the 
Queen of Heaven’s protection was made by 
the heads of the congregation. 

17. whatsocrer thing &c.| Or, the whole 
acord (or thing) which hath gone forth out 


of our mouth; i.e. the vows we have made. 
They would not let Jeremiah’s expostula- 
tions prevent the carrying out of the special 
abject which had brought them together: 
otherwise the Queen of Heaven would be 
offended, and avenge himself. 

18, The suppression of this popular idola- 
try had at ered been regarded with 
much ill-will in Josiah’s time, and many 
may even have ascribed to it his defeat at 
Megiddo, Probably Jehoiakim had again 
permitted it, but Zedekiah, during the 
miseries of his reign, had forbidden it, and 
the people ascribed the fall of Jerusalem to 
the neglect of their favourite goddess. 

oo burned...poured...did] Or, burn...pour 
..do, 

to worship her] Rather, to represent her 
image. The cakes (vii. 18) were made in the 
shape of a crescent to represent the moon. 

our men] t.e. our husbands (margin). 
They had the authority of their husbands 
for what they were doing. Jeremiah must 
leave them alone, and discuss the matter 
with those who alone had the right to inter- 


ere, 
21. them} The various acts of idolatry 
involved in burning incense to an image. 

22. could no longer bear) The prophet 
corrects in these words the error of their 
argument in 7.17. God is long-suffering, 
and therefore punishment follows slowly 
upon sin. 


JEREMIAH. XLIV. 


of the abominations which ye have committed ; therefore is your 
land “a desolation, and an astonishment, and a curse, without an 
23 inhabitant, as at this day. Because ye have burned incense, 
and because ye have sinned against the Lorp, and have not 
obeyed the voice of the Lorn, nor walked in his law, nor in his 
statutes, nor in his testimonies; “therefore this evil is happened 
24 unto vou, as at this day. J Moreover Jeremiah said unto all the 
people, and to all the women, Hear the word of the Lorn, «ll 
25 Judah >that are in the land of Egypt: Thus saith the Lorn of 
hosts, the God of Isracl, saying; ¢Ye and your wives have both 
spoken with your mouths, and fulfilled with your hand, saying, 
We will surely perform our vows that we have vowed, to burn 
incense to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings 
unto her: ye will surely accomplish your vows, and surely per- 
26 form your vows. Therefore hear ye the word of the Lorn, all 
Judah that dwell in the land of Egypt; Behold, 4I have sworn 
by my great name, saith the Lorp, that*my name shall no more 
be named in the mouth of any man of Judah in all the land of 
27 Egypt, saying, The Lord Gop liveth. /Behold, I will watch over 
them for evil, and not for good: and all the men of Judah that 
are in the land of Egypt %shall be consumed by the sword and 
28 by the famine, until there be an end of them. Yet “a small 
number that escape the sword shall return out of the land of 
Egypt into the land of Judah, and all the remnant of Judah, 
that are gone into the land of Egypt to sojourn there, shall know 
29 whose ‘words shall stand, 'mine, or their’s. And this shall be 
a sign unto you, saith the Lorn, that I will punish you in this 
place, that ye may know that my words shall ‘surely stand 
30 against you for evil: Thus saith the Lorp; Behold, 'I will give 
Pharaoh-hophra king of Egypt into the hand of his enemies, and 
into the hand of them that seck his life; as I gave ™Zedekiah 
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¥y ch. 26. 11. 
* yer. 6. 


@ Dan, 913, 
12. 


heh. 47. 
ver, 15. 
© ver. 15. 


! Gen.22. 16. 
¢ Ezek.20.39. 


Sch. 1. 10. 
Ezek. 7. 6. 


# ver. 12, 


Aver. 14, 
Isai. 27. 13. 


‘ver. 17, 25. 


k Ps, 33, 11. 


' ch. 46, 26. 
Ezek. 29. 3. 


» ch, 39. 6. 


king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, 


his enemy, and that sought his life. 


1 Heb. from me, or, them. 


24-30. Earnest as was the preceding expos- 
tulation, Jeremiah sees that it has produced 
no effect. He therefore utters his last 
warning, and with this last resistance to 
the sins of a debased and godless people, 
his earthly ministry closed. 

25. and fulfilled with your hand] Your 
hands. Jeremiah pointed to their hands, in 
which they were carrying the crescent- 
shaped cakes which they had vowed to the 
goddess. Their idolatry therefore was an 
accomplisned deed, as the symbols held in 
their hands testified. 

ye will surely accomplish] Or, Accomplish 
then. your vows, It is not a prediction, but 
is ironical, and means that as they will take 
no warning, they must needs have their 
way. 

26. my nanie shall no more be named...| 
Gad swears by His own great Name that He 
will be their national God no longer. Je- 
hovah repudiates His Covenant-relation 
toward them. 

27. I will watch] Tam watching orer them, 
not for goud, but for evil: like a panther 


(v. 6) lying in wait to spring upon pas- 
sengers, 

shall be consumed) This is the result of 
Jehovah's repudiation of the Covenant. 
When He was their God He watched over 
them for good: now His protection is with- 
drawn, and He is their enemy, because of 
the wickedness whereby their rejection was 
maile necessary. See vi. 9) note. 

28. Lit. And fugitives from the acord (see 
a. 14) shall return from the land of Euyypt to 
the land of Judah, men of number, tc. so few 
that they can be counted : and all the rem- 
nant of Judah that are going &e. So 
unendurable shall be their sufferings in 
Egypt, that the men new abandoning 
Judea in the hope of finding an asylum 
there shall be lad to return like runaways 
from a lost battle. 

whose words...) Whose word shall stand, 
from Me or from them, tc, the one prediction, 
that their descent into Egypt would be 
their ruin, which they denied. 

80. Pharaoh-Hophra came to the throne 
the year before Jerusalem was captured. 
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* ch. 36. 1. 


XLV. XLVI. 


Cuap. 45, TIIE ¢ word that Jeremiah the prophet spake unto Baruch 


the son of Neriah, when ho had written these words in a book 
at the mouth of Jeremiah, in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the 
2 son of Josiah king of Judah, saying, 4 Thus saith the Lorn, the 
3 God of Israel, unto thee, O Baruch; Thou didst say, Woe is mo 
now! for the Lorp hath added grief to my sorrow; I fainted in 


4 my sighing, and I find no rest. 
The Lor» saith thus; Behold, *thaé which I have built will I 


» Isni. 5. 5. 


Thus shalt thou say unto him, 


break down, and that which I have planted I will pluck up, even 


5 this whole land. 
¢ ch, 25, 20. 


Heh, 21% 
& 39. 18, 


snd seckest thou great things for thyself? 
seek them not: for, behold, ¢I will bring evil upon all flesh, 
saith the Lorn: but thy life will I give unto thee “fora prey in 
all places whither thou goest. 


Cuap. 46. TIIE worl of the Lorp which came to Jeremiah the 


8 ch. 25, 15. 


prophet against “the Gentiles. 


o2Kin. a, 2 Against Egypt, "against the army of Pharaoh - necho king 


2 Chr. 35.20, 


*Soch. al. 
1,12. 
Nah. 2. 1. 


He reigned 19 years, probably the last ten 
years a prisoner, See xxxvii.5, xlvi. 12 notes, 

ALYV. The long catalogue of calamities 
so consistently denounced by Jeremiah 
against his country, made a most painful 
impression upon Barnch’s inind. He was 
of cunbitious temperament (7. 5), and being 
of noble birth as the grandson of Maaseiah, 
the governor of Jerusalem in Josiah’s time 
(2 Chr. xxxiv. 8), and a seribe, he appears to 
have looked forward either to high office 
in the state, or far more probably to being 
invested with prophetic powers. This ad- 
dress tells Baruch to give up his ambitious 
hopes, and be content with escaping with 
life only. Juike the prophecy of the seventy 
years of exile, it would become a prediction 
of gond only after many troubles had been 
undergone and pride was quelled. As re- 
gards the place of this prophecy it would 
come in order of time next to ch. xxxvi., 
but as that was a public, and this a private 
prophecy, they would not be written upon 
the same roll. When the last memorials of 
Jereninh’s life were added to the history 
of the fall of Jerusalem, Baruch attached to 
them this prediction, which—humbled hy 
years, and the weight of public and private 
calamity,—he now read with very different 
feelings from those which filled his mind in 
his youth. 

1. these words] 7.e. the words of Jehoia- 
kim’s roll, 

3. grief to my sorrow] Baruch’s sorrow is 
caused by the sinfulness of the Jewish na- 
tion, to which God adds grief by shewing 
how severely it will be punished. 

I fainted in] Or, “am weary with” (Ps. vi. 6), 

4. land] Or, carth. Baruch’s lot was cast 
in one of those troublous times when God 
enters iuto judgment with all flesh (v. 5). 


of Egypt, which was by the riyor Euphrates in Carchemish, 
which Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon smote in the fourth year 
3 of Jchoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, 
+ the buckler and shield, and draw near to battle. 


q *Order ye 
Tfarness tho 


It was not Judea only but the whole known 
world that was thrown inte turmoil by Ne- 
buchadnezzar’s energy (xxv. 26). 

XLVI.-XLIX. The prophesies against 
foreign nations are collected into one roll. 
Cp. Isai. xiii.-xxiii.; Ezek. xxv.-xxxii. 
They are arranged in two great divisions, 
(@) xlvi.-xlix. 33, spoken in connexion with 
ch, xxv.3 and (d) chs, 1., li. spoken at a sub- 
sequent date against Babyloi. Between 
them is placed a prophecy against Elam 
(xlix, 34-39) spoken in the first year of Ze- 
dekiah. ‘The seven earlier prophecies be- 
longing to-the fourth year of Jehoiakim 
were written at the same time, and arranged 
as they at present stand. It is no doubt in- 
tentional that these prophecies against the 
nations are in number 7 (cp. Amos i. 3, ii. 4). 

XLVI. This prophecy against Egypt 
consists of two parts, («) a song of triumph 
because of her defeat at Carchemish (rv. 
3-12) ; (4) a prediction that the conqueror 
would invade Egypt from one end to the 
other (rr, 14-28). Possibly a long delay in- 
tervened Letween these predictions. 

1. against the Gentiles) Or, concerning the 
nations (xlvi.-xlix, 33). 

2. Aguinst...| ie. relating to, concerning. 
So xlviii. 1; xlix. 1; note on ¢. 13. 

Pharaoh-nceho] See 2 K, xxiii. 29 note. 

in (at) Carvhemish] [The Gargamis of the 
inscriptions, now Jerabis, on the Euphrates, 
about 16 miles South of Birejik]. 

3. Order 20...) i.e. prepare xe, make ready, 
The buckier was a small round target carried 
by the lizht-armed troops: the shied be- 
Ienged to the heavy-armed troops, and was 
large enough to protect the while body. 

. From the infantry the prophet pro- 
ceeds to the chariots, in which the tieyitinns 
placed great confidence. 


JEREMIAH. XLVI. 


et up, ye horsemen, and stand forth with your 


horses; and 
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d helmets; furbish the spears, and put on the brigandines. Where- 
fore have I seen them dismayed and turned away back? and 
their mighty ones are 'beaten down, and are? fled apace, and 

6 look not back: for ¢fear was round about, saith the Lorp. Let 4 ch. 49 29 
not the swift flee away, nor the mighty man escape; they shall 


éstumbie, and fall toward the north by the river Euphrates. 
7 Who is this thut cometh up /as a flood, whose waters are moved 


8 as the rivers ? 


¢ Dan. 11.19. 
J See Isai. 8. 


Egypt riseth up like a flood, and his waters are 7,8 
moved like the rivers; and he saith, I will go up, end will cover 


ch. 47. 2. 


the earth; I will destroy the city and the inhabitants thereof. 
9 Come up, ye horses; and rage, ye chariots; and let the mighty 
men come forth; the Ethiopians and ‘the Libyans, that handle 


the shield; and the Lydians, 9that handle and bend the bow. 
10 For this is “the day of the Lord Gop of hosts, a day of ven- 
geance, that he may avenge him of his adversaries: and ‘the 
sword shall devour, and it shall be satiate and made drunk with 
their blood: for the Lord Gop of hosts *hath a sacrifice in the 
11 north country by the river Euphrates. 
take balm, ”O virgin, the daughter of Egypt: in vain shalt thou 
12 use many medicines ; for "thou shalt not be cured. The nations 


9 Tsai. 66. 19, 


A Tani, 13. 6. 
Joe) 1. 15. 
t Deut.32.42. 


'Go up into Gilead, and 


m Isai. 47. L 
 Ezok. 30. 


have heard of thy shame, and thy cry hath filled the land: for 2)- 
the mighty man hath stumbled against the mighty, and they aro 


fallen both together. 


1 Heb. draken in pieces. 
2 Heb. fled u flight. 


3 Hch. Cush, 
+ Heb. Put. 


getup, vehorsemen] Or, ‘mount the steeds.” 
furbish] i.c. polish, sharpen. 
brigandines} In old times brigand meant 
saollier, and we still call a division of an 
army a brigade, and a commander a briga- 
dier, #.e. a brigandier, or captain of brigands, 
Similarly a brigandine means a soldier's 
equipment, and is put here for acoat of mail. 
5. Lit. Why hare I scen? They are terror- 
stricken / they are giving way back/ The 
Egyptian host feels that the battle is lost, 
and overborne by the enemy loses heart, 
and in despair, yet not without a struggle, 
ives way. It is remarkable, that while 
feremiah in his warning addressed to Je- 
rusalem uses the most simple and unadorned 
prose, his language concerning the Gentile 
nations is, on the contrary, full of brilliant 


poetry. 

look: noé back] turn not back. They make 
no halt, and no attempt to rally. 

fear was round about] The prophet's watch- 
word, Magor-missabjb (see vi. 25). 

6. Translate, The swift shall not fice away, 
and the hero shall not escape : in the North on 
the bank of the river Euphrates they shalt 
stumble and fall. 

7. Inver. 3-6 we saw only a mighty army 
marshalling for battle, and its hasty flight. 
In vr. 7-12 the prophet tells us at whose 
defeat we have been present. 

a foot] the Nile. The metaphor describ- 
ing the advance of the Egyptian army is 
naturally drawn from the annual overflow 
of their own sacred stream. 


5 Heb. wo cure shall bo 
unto thee. 


whose waters are moved...) Lit. his waters 
toss to and fro as the rirers, the natural 
branches of the Nile in Lower Egypt. 

9. Rather, Go up, advance, ye horses ; and 
drive furiously, ye chariots; and let the 
mighty men go forth. They march out of 
Egypt, arranged in three divisions, cavairy, 
chariots, and infantry, to begin the cam- 
paign. The armies of Egypt were com- 
posed chiefly of mercenaries. Cush (see 
marg.), the Nubian negro, and Phué, the 
Libyans of Mauritania, supplied the heavy- 
armed soidiers (v, 3); and Lwdim, the Ha- 
mite Lydians of North Africa (see Gen. x. 
13 note), a weaker race, served as light- 
armed troops. 

10. Rather, But that day belongeth to the 
Lorp Jehorah of hosts. They march forth in 
haughty confidence, bat that day, the day to 
which they are looking forward in proud 
hope of victory, is Jehovah’s day, a day on 
which they will be the victims sacrificed in 
His honour. 

11. Gaim] ir. balsam, the usual remedy 
for wounds (viii. 22). 

in vain shalt...) Or, i vain hast thou 
multiplied medicines: healing-plaister hast 
thou none. Nothing shall avail to heal the 
blow. 

12. the and] The earth ; the world rings 
with the cry of grief. 

against the mighty) Against the mighty 
man, 7.c. one mighty man against another. 
The champions hired to fight Egypt's battle 
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13 The word that the Lorn spake to Jeremiah the prophet, how 


° Tsai. 19. 1. 


@ ver. 10. 
© Lev.23, 37. 


15 Why 


Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon should come and °smite the 
14 land of Egypt. [Declare ye in Egypt, and publish in Migdo), 
and publish in Noph, and in Tahpanhes: say ye, ?Stand fast, and 
prepare thee; for ¢the sword shall devour round about thee. 
t are thy valiant men swept away? they stood not, because 
16 the Lorn did drive them. 


e 'made many to fall, yea, tone 


fell upon another: and they said, Arise, and let us go again 
to our own people, and to the land of our nativity, from tho 
17 oppressing sword. They did ery there, Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
18 is but a noise; he hath passed the timo appointed. As I live, 


* Tani. 47. 4. 
&4S, 2. 


tech. 48. 18, 
w Tsai. 20. 4. 
* So Hos. 10, 
ll 


¥ ch. 47.2. 


\ Heb. multiplied the fuller. 


2 Hel, make thee instre- 


siith the King, *whoso name 7s tho Lorp of hosts, Surely as 
Tabor is among the mountains, and as Carmel by the sca, so 
19 shall he come. O ‘thou daughter dwelling in Egypt, ?furnish 
thyself *to go into captivity: for Noph shall be wasto and deso- 
20 late without an inhabitant. Egypt 7s like a vory fair “heifer, 
21 but destruction cometh; it cometh “out of the north. 
hired men dre in tho midst of her like 3fatted bullocks; for 


Also her 


3 Heb. bullocks of the stall. 


snents of captivity. 


get in one another's way, and so are 
slaughtered together. : 

13. A new prophecy, foretelling the suc- 
cessful invasion of Egypt by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, has been appended to the hymn of 
triumph, because they both relate to the 
same Aingdlou: This prophecy was prob- 
ably spoken in Egypt to warn the Jews 
there, that the country which they were so 
obstinately determined to make their re- 
Ho would share the fate of their native 
and. 

how...should come] Or, concerning the 
coming of Nebuchadlrezzar, 

14, the sword shall devour] The sword hath 
devoured those round about thee. One after 
another the nations have been consumed by 
Nebuchadnezzar ; and now at length Tyre, 
which so long had withstood him, has fallen, 
and his forces are about to fall upon Egypt 
(ii. 16 note), Hence the summons to arrange 
themselves in their ranks, and to prepare 
for hattle by putting on their armour. 

15. Translate, Why is thy mighty one cast 
down?) He stoal not, because Jehovah thrust 
him down. The “mighty one” is explained 
by the LAX. to be the bull Apis. Thus (1) 
the chief deity of Egypt (x. 15): (2) the army 
of mercenaries (r. 16): (3) the king, Pharaoh 
(v.17), are the three upon whom the Egypt- 
ians trusted, 

16. Lit. as in mare., ic. Jehovah hath 
made many to stumble. . 

Arise &c.) The Egyptian army being 
composed of mercenaries, has no j:atriotic 
feeling, and immediately that the battle is 
lest, they propose to abandon the country 
which has hired them, and return each to 
his native land. 

17. Translate with the Versions, They have 
called (or, Call ue) the name of Pharaoh king 
of Eyypt—A noise: he hath overstepped the 


appointed time. For this custom of giving 
prophetic names see xx. 3; Isai. viii. 3 &e. 
‘The words mean that Pharaoh is a mere 
empty sound, and that he has allowed the 
years of prosperity, which he enjoyed at 
the beginning of his reign, to pass by ; 
1aving misused them, nothing now remains 
but his ruin, 

18. as Tabor is] Omit is, He shall come 
like a Taber anong the mountains, and like a 
Carmel by the sea. ‘Vabor rises in the form of 
a truncated cone to the height of about 1,350 
feet above the plain of Esdraelon, its total 
height above the sea-level being 1,805 feet. 
Its shape and the wide extent of the plain 
around it make it a far more conspicuous 
object than other mountains in sight of 
equal elevation. Similarly Carmel is a most 
commanding mountain, because it rises 
from the edge of the wide expanse of the 
Mediterranean. 

19. Lit. O thou inhabitant daughter of 
Egypt, an equivalent here for Egypt and 
its whole population. 

furnish thyself &c.] Vit. make for thee 
vessels of banishment, not merely the pack- 
ages necessary, but their outfit generally. 

20. is like] Or, is. Her god was the steer 
Apis (¢. 15), and she is the spouse. 

ut destruction cometh ; it cometh out of the 
north] More probably, @ gadjly from the 
North has come uponher. This is 1 sort of 
insect which stings the oxen and drives 
them to madness. Cp. Isai. vii. 18. 

21. Rather, Also her hirelings in the midst 
of her are like calves of the stall. ‘The mer- 
cenaries of Egypt—Nubians, Moors, and 
Lydians (x. 9)—were destroyed at the battle 
of Carchemish, and their place was taken 
by hirelings from Asia Minor, Carians, and 
Tonians, whom Hophra took into his pay 
to the number of 30,000 men. ‘These he 
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they also are turned back, and are fled away together: they 
did not stand, because *the day of their calamity was come upon 
22 them, and the time of their visitation. *The voice thereof 
shall go like a serpent; for they shall march with an army, 
23 and come against her with axes, as hewers of wood. They shall 
*cut down her forest, saith the Lorp, though it cannot be 
searched ; because they are more than ‘the grasshoppers, and 
24 are innumerable. The daughter of Egypt shall be confounded ; 
she shall be delivered into the hand of ¢the people of the north. 
25 The Lorn of hosts, the God of Israel, saith; Behold, I will 
punish the }*multitude of *No, and Pharaoh, and Egypt, ‘with 
their gods, and their kings; even Pharaoh, and ali them that 
26 trust in him: %and I will deliver them into the hand of those 
that seek their lives, and into the hand of Nebuchadrezzar 
king of Babylon, and into the hand of his servants: and “after- 
ward it shall bo inhabited, as in the days of old, saith the Lorp. 
27 FY* But fear not thou, O my servant Jacob, and be not dis- 
mayed, O Israel: for, behold, I will save thee from afar off, 
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¢ Ps. 37, 13. 
eb. 50. 27. 
« See Isai. 
29. 4. 


5 Tsai, 10. 34 
¢ Judg. 6. 5, 


@ ch. 1, 15. 


e Ezek. 30. 


Ezek. 30. 1:3, 
# ch. 44. 30, 
Ezek. 32.11. 
h Ezek. 29. 
11, 13, 14. 

t Isai. 41. 13, 
14. 


and thy seed from tke land of their captivity; and Jacob shall 
return, and be in rest and at ease, and none shall make him 
28 atraid. Fear thou not, O Jacob my servant, saith the Lorn: 
for Iam with thee; for I will make a full end of all the nations 


whither I have driven thee: but I will not make ‘a full end of 


thee, but correct thee in measure; 
wholly unpunished. 


1 Or, xourisher, 2 Heb. Amon. 


koh. 10. 24. 
yet will I not leaye thee 


3 Or, not utterly cut thee off. 


settled zn the midst of Egypt, in the fertile 
lands above Bubastis, in the Delta, where, 
well paid and fed and with great privileges, 
they became as calves of the stall. Their 
mutiny cost Hophra his crown. ; 

for they also are turned back &c.] Lit. for 
they also have turned the back, they flee to- 
gether, they stand not: for the day of their 
destruction ts come upon them, the time of 
their visitation. ; 

22, The eoice thereof] Her voice, i.c. the 
voice of Egypt. The word here probably 
means the busy sound of life and activity in 
the towns of Egypt, the tramping of her 
hosts, and the turmoil of camp and city. 
All this at the approach of the Chaldean 
army shall depart, as the snake flees 
away when Cisturbed in its haunts by the 
wood-cutters. 

march with anarmy] Advance with might. 

with axes] The comparison of the Chal- 
dan warriors to woodcutters arose from 
their being armed with axes. As the Israel- 
ites did not use the battle-axe, their imagi- 
nation would be the more forcibly struck 
by this weapon. 

23. Or, Zhey have cat down he forest, 
saith Jehovah ; for it is impenctrable, ic. just 
as a pathless forest must be cleared to assist 
agriculture and the passage to and fro of 
men, so must the false worship and the ma- 
terial prosperity of Egypt he overthrown. 

grasshoppers) The invading host advances 
as multitudinous as the locusts which con- 


sume the whole vegetation of the land on 
which they alight. 

24, The daughter &c.] i.e. the inhabitants 
of Egypt shall be disgraced. 

25. the multitude of No] Rather, Amon 
of No. Ammon or Jupiter-Ammon was the 
first of the supreme triad of Thebes. He was 
the deity invisible and unfathomable, whose 
name signifies the conecaled. No--lmon, is 
the sacred city of Thebes, the capital of 
Upper Egypt. First then Jehovah's anger 
falls upon the representatives of the highest 
divine and human powers, Amon of No and 
Pharaoh. It next punishes Egypt generally, 
and her gods and her kings; for each city 
had its special divinity, and inferior rulers 
were placed in the several parts of the coun- 
try. Finally Pharaoh is again mentioned, 
with all who trust in him, i.c. the Jews, who 
eee made Egypt their confidence and not 


26. afterward &c.] The invasion of Nebu- 
chadnezzar is to be a passing calamity, the 
severity of which will be felt chiefly by the 
Jews, but no subjugation of Egypt is to be 
attempted, and after the Chaldean army 
has withdrawn things will resume their 
former course. 

27, 28. ‘These two verses are a repetition 
of xxx. 10, 11, with those slight variations 
which Jeremiah always makes when quot- 
ing himself. Egypt’s fall and restoration 
have been foretold; but the prophet closes 
with a word of exhortation to the many 
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och. 23.20. Cap. 47, THE word of the Lorp that came to Jeremiah the 


Ezek. 25.15, 
16. 


Zeph. 2. 4. 
» Amos 1. 6, 


, 8. 
¢ Isai. 8. 7. 
ch. 46. 7, 8 
4 ch, 1. 14. 
ech. 8. 16. 
Nah. 3.2. 
Sch. 23, 22. 
¢ Ezek.25.16. 
Amos 1.8. 

hk Gen. 10. 14. 


3 land shall howl. 


™ Deut. 32. 
41, 

Ezek. 21. 3, 
4, 5. 
«Ezek.14.17. 


° Mic. & 9. 
@ Tsui. 16, & 


16. 

ch. 25. 21. 

Ezek. 25. 9 ' Heb, slzzah. 

Amos 2. 1. 2 Hel. the fulness therecf. 


erring Jews who dwelt there. Why should 
they flee from their country, and trust in a 
heathen power, instead of endeavouring to 
live in a manner worthy of the noble destiny 
which was their true glory and ground of 
confidence ? 

XLVIL. Pharaoh-Necho though defeated 
at Carchemish, was probably able to seize 
Gaza upon his retreat, when obviously the 
possession of so strong a fortress would he 
most useful to him to prevent the entrance 
of the victorious Chaldeans into Egypt. 

2. waters rise up] A metaphor for the as- 
sembling of an army (cp. marg. reff.). 

out of the ner the Chaldean army 
must cross the Euphrates at Carchemish. 

an overflowing foot] Or, torrent. To un- 
derstand the metaphors of the Bible we 
must keep the natural phenomena of the 
country in mind. In Palestine rivers are 
torrents, dashing furiously along in the 
rainy seasons, and dry, or nearly so, in the 
summer. 

all that is therein} The marg. rendering 
contrasts the wealth of Egypt, which fornis 
its fulness, and the inhabitants. 

8. his strong horses) War-horsea, chargers. 

the rushing of his chariots] Rather, the 
rattling, the crashing noise which they 
make as they advance. 

Sor feebleness of hands] The Philistines flee 
in such panic that a father would not even 
turn round to see whether his suns were 
effecting their escape or not. 

4. Because of the day that cometh to spoil} 
Beeause the day has come to derastate. 

The. Philistines are called Tyre’s remain- 
ing (i.c. last) helper, because all besides who 
could have assisted her have already suc- 


prophet “against the Philistines, Ybefore that Pharach smote 
2'Gaza. JThus saith the Lord; (Behold, ‘waters rise up ¢out of 
the north, and shall be an overflowing flood, and shall overflow 
the land, and “all that is therein; the city, and them that dwell 
therein: then the men shall cry, and all the inhabitants of the 
At the ‘noise of the stamping of the hoofs of 
his strong /orses, at the rushing of his chariots, and at the rumn- 
bling of his wheels, tho fathors shall not look back to their 
4 children for feebleness of hands; because of the day that cometh 
to spoil all the Philistines, «nd to cut off from /Tyrus and Zidon 
every helper that remaincth: for the Lorp will spoil the Phi- 
é listines, 9the remnant of #the country of "Caphtor. ‘Baldness is 
come upon Gaza; *Ashkclon is cut off with the remnant of their 
6 valloy : how long wilt thou ‘cut thysclf’ O thou “sword of 
the orp, how long will it be ere thou be quict ? *put up thyself 
Tinto thy seabbard, rest, 
secing the Lorp hath "given it a charge against Ashkclon, and 
against the sea shore ? “there hath he ?appointed it. 


Cuap. 48, AGAINST «Moab. 


3 Heb. the isle. 
4 Heb. gather thyself. 


and bo still. ‘ILow can it be quiet, 


Thus saith the LorD of hosts, the 


5 Heb. Low canst thou? 


cumbed to the Chaldean power. The judg- 
ment upon Philistia was in connexion with 
that upon ‘I'yre, and it was fulfilled by 
expeditions sent out by Nebuchadnezzar 
under his lieutenants to ravage the country 
and supply his main army with provisions. 

the country of Caphtor] The coastland 
of Caphtor. The Philistines came from the 
coast of the Eyyptian Delta, and are called 
“a remnant” hecause they bad been greatly 
reduced in numbers, partly by the long war 
of Psammetichus against Ashdod, partly by 
the capture of Gaza (r. 1), and partly by 
Assyrian invasions. 

5. Baldness] Extreme mourning (see xvi. 6). 

is crt off] Others render, i3 specchless 
through grief. 

with the remnant of their valley] Others, O 
vemnane of their ratlen, how long wilt thaw ent 
thyself? Their ralicy is that of Gaza and Ash- 
kelon, the low-lying plain, usually called the 
Shefélah, which formed the territory of the 
Philistines. ‘he reading of the LXX. ia 
remarkable, the remnant of the Anakin, 
which probably would mean Gath, the home 
of giants (1 Sam. xvii. 4). 

. Or, Alas, serord of Jehovah, how long 

avilt thou not vest ¢ or the answer, see 7. 7. 

XLVIII. This prophecy is an amplifica- 
tion of Isai. xv., xvi., and also introduces 
two verses 48, 44, from Isai. xxiv. 17, 18. 
Jereminh’s introduction of passages from 
older writers being accepted, it would seem 
that the passages borrowed are so inwo- 
ven with that which is Jeremiah’s own, 
that they cannot be omitted as a later inter- 
polation without destroying the whole. On 
the other hand in that which is the writer’s 
own, and even in many of the alterations of 
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Woe unto »Nebo! for it is spoiled: *Kiria- 

thaim is confounded and taken: !Misgab is confounded and dis- 
2mayed. 4Zhere shall be no more praise of Moab: in ¢Ieshbon 

they haye devised evil ugainst it; come, and let us cut it off 
Also thou shalt 2be cut down, O Madinen; 
3 the sword shall *pursue thee. 4A voice of crying shail be from 
4 IIoronaim, spoiling and great destruction. 
5 her little ones have caused a cry to be heard. 9%For in the going 


God of Israel; 


from being a nation. 
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&b Num.32.38- 
¢ Num.32,37. 


@ Isai. 16.14. 
¢ Isai. 15. 4. 


f ver. 5. 
Moab is destroyed ; 


¥ Isai. 15. 5. 


up of Luhith ‘continual weeping shall go up; for in the going 
down of Horonaim the enemies have heard a cry of destruction. 


6 4 *T'leo, save your lives, and be like ‘the ‘heath in the wilderness. 
7 For because thou hast trusted in thy works and in thy treasures, 

thou shalt also be tuken: and *Chemosh shall go forth into 
§ captivity with his ‘priests and his princes together. And ™the 

spoiler shall come upon every city, and no city shall escape: 

the valley also shall perish, and the plain shall be destroyed, as 
»Give wings unto Moab, that it may 
flec and get away: for the cities thereof shall be desolate, with- 
°Cursed be he that docth the work of 
the Lorn “deccitfully. and cursed be he that keepeth back his 


9 the LorpD hath spoken. 


10 out any to dwell therein. 


a ch. 51,6. 
fch. 17. 6. 


®Num.21.29. 
ch. #3. 12. 
‘ch. 49. 3. 
™ ch, 6, 26. 
ver, 18, 
Ps, 55. 6. 
ver. 23. 


©] Sam. 15. 
3, 9. 


11 sword from blood. Moab hath been at ease from his youth, 


and he "hath settled on his lees, and hath not been emptied 


» Zeph. 1.12. 


froin vessel to vessel, neither hath he gone into captivity : there- 


V Or, Tre high place, 
2 Or, be brought to silence, 

Isii. 15, 1. ing. 
the borrowed passages, Jeremiah’s mode of 
expression is so clearly to be recognized 
ee the whole must be acknowledged to be 

his. 

From Isai. xvi. 13 it has been conjectured 
that Isaiah had an ancient prophecy before 
him, and that Jeremiah drewfrom the same 
source. Bearing in mind the number of 
prophetical writings mentioned in the Books 
of Chronicles which have not come down to 
us, there is nuthing unreasonable in such a 
supposition. 

1, Ageiast Moab] Concerning Afoab. 

is coufounded| Is brought to shame. 

Alisgab) The high fort ; seine special for- 
tress, probably Iir-haraseth (2 1. iii. 25). 

2. no more praise of Moab] Lit. Lhe glory 
of Moab is no more, ic, Moab lias no more 
cause for hoasting. 

Heskbon] ‘Vhis town now belonged to the 
Ammonites (xlix. 8) Lut was on the border, 
The enemy encamped there arranges the 
vlan of his campaign against Mow. 

In the original there is a play of words 
upon the names Heshhbon and Madmen. 

3. Omit shell be. “Spoiling and great de- 
struction,” lit. dreeking, is the cry heard 
from Horonaim (Lsai. xv. 4). 

4, Mouh} Probably the city elsewhere 
called Ar-Moab, See the LAX, of this verse. 

&. Luhith was situated upon an eminence, 
and Jeremiah «lexcribes one set of weeping 
fugitives as pressing close upon another. 

ta the going doicn of Horonain &e.] Rather, 
tn the desecut of Horoncin they hace heard 
the distresses uf the cry of breaking, i.c. the 


3 Heb. go after thee. 
* Heb. tceeping with eweep- 


5 Or, a naked tree. 
6 Ur, negligently. 


—_ 


ery of distress occasioned by the ruin _in- 
flicted by the enemy. It was situated ina 
hollow, probably near the Dead Sea. 

6. like the heath] Or, Like a destitute 
man. See marg. ref. note. 

7. works] Possibly the products of labour. 
The Versions render fortifications. 

Chemosh] As the national god of Moab 
(Num. xxi. 20), he represents the whole land; 
and his being led into captivity implies the 
total ruin of those under his protection. 
His name here spelt Chemish is repeated in 
Car-chemish, é.c. the fortress of Chemixh. 

8. the valley) The lowlands on the Kast 
bank of the Jordan, and at the top of the 
Dead Sea. 

the plain) An upland pasture ; it answers 
very much to downs: so in, 21. 

10. deccitfully) Better as in marg. 

11. Moab from the time it conquered the 
Enmims (Deut. ii. 9, 10), and so became a 
nation, had retained quiet possession of its 
land, and enjoyed comparative prosperity. 
From the Moabite stone we gather, that 
king Mesha after the death of Ahab threw 
off the yoke of Israel ; nor except for a short 
time under Jeroboam LI, was Israel able to 
bring the Moabites back into subjection. 
They gradually drove the Reubenites back, 
and recovered most of the territory taken 
from the Amorites by Moses, and which 
originally had belonged to them. 

he hath settled on his lecs] Good wine was 
thought to be the better for being left to 
stand upon its sediment (Isai. xxv. 6), and 
in all cases its flavour was rendered thereby 
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foro his taste 1remained in him, and his scent is not changed. 
12 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lorn, that I will 
send unto him wanderers, that shall cause him to wander, and 
13 shall empty his vessels, and break their bottles. And Moab 


a Judy.11.24. 


shall be ashamed of *Chemosh, as the house of Israel "was 


1 Kin. 11.7, 14 ashamed of *Beth-el their confidence. [How say ye, *Wo are 
*1Kin. 12.29. 15 mighty and strong men for the war? *Moab is spoiled, and 
¢ Isai. 16. 6. one up oxé of her cities, and his chosen young men are *gone 
eben iane loge to the slaughter, saith ¥the King, whose namo is the 
ych. 46.18. 16 Lorp of hosts. e calamity of Moab 7s near to come, and his 
17 affliction hasteth fast. All ye that are about him, bemoan him ; 

*Seclsai.9.4. and all ye that know his name, say, *How is the strong staff 
@ Isai. 47.1. 18 broken, and the beautiful rod! §*Thou daughter that dost 
Ay haa inhabit *Dibon, come down from thy glory, and sit in thirst; 
30. for ‘the spoiler of Moab shall come upon thee, and he shall 
Isai.15.2. 19 destroy thy strong holds. O *inhabitant of “Aroer, ‘stand by 
“Det 2.36 the way, and espy; ask him that fieeth, and her that escapeth, 
elsam.4. 20 and say, What is done? Moab is confounded ; for it is broken 
baer ee down : Showl and cry ; tell ye it in’Arnon, that Moab is spoiled, 
vSeeNum. 21 and judgment is come upon *the plain country; upon Holon, 
Haas 22 and upon Jahazah, and upon Mephaath, and upon Dibon, and 
ia 23 upon Nebo, and upon Beth-diblathaim, and upon Kiriathaim, 
t ver. 41 24 and upon Beth-gamul, and upon Both-meon, and upon ‘Kerioth, 
ants and upon Bozrah, and upon all the cities of the land of Moab, 

1 Heb. stood. 2 Heb. the choice of. 3 Heb. inhabitress. 


stronger (marg. ref.). By being emptied 
from cessel to vessel it became vapid and 
tasteless. So a nation by going into captivity 
is rendered tame and feeble. By his taste 
is meant the flavour of the wine, and so 
Moab’‘s national character. 

12, 7 will send tilters unto him and they 
shall tilt him, and they shall empty his vessels, 
and break their pitchers in pieces. Pitchers 
originally meant skins, but the word came 
to signify small earthenware jars (Isai. xxx. 
14): thus the Chaldeans shall destroy of 
Moab everything that has contained the 
wine of her political life bothsmall and great. 

18. Israel was ashamed of Beth-el] After 
Salmaneser had carried Israel away, they 
could trust no longer in the calf of Bethel 
established by Jeroboam. 

14. mighty] Heroes, veteran warriors, 

15. Rather, Moab is spoilei, and her 
cities have gone up, i.e. in smoke, have 
been burnt (Josh. viii. 20, 21). Others ren- 
der, The waster of Moab and of her towns is 
coming up to the attack, and her chosen youths 
are es down to the slaughter. 

16. near to come] ‘Twenty-three_ years 
elapsed between the fourth year of Jehoia- 
kim, when this prophecy was spoken, and 
its accomplishment by the invasion of Moab 
five years after the capture of Jerusalem. 
So slowly does God’s justice move onwards, 

17. The lamentation over Moab uttered 
by those round about him, i.e. the neighbour- 
ing nations, and those that know his name, 
nations more remote, who know little more 
than that there is such a people, takes the 


form of an elegy. The metaphorical expres- 
sions, staff of rahe » and vod or sceptre of 
beauty, indicate the union of power and 
splendour in the Moabite kingdom. 

18, sit in thirst] Jeremiah draws a picture 
of the conquered inhabitants, collected out- 
side the walls, waiting for their captors to 
march them away to the slave mart. The 
enemy occupied with plundering the houses 
of Dibon thinks little of the hunger and 
thirst of his prisoners. 

strong holds] ‘The remains of the fortifica- 
tions of Dibon are still visible, 

19. Arocr] On the Arnon, due South of 
Dibon. If Dibon falls, the turn of Aroer will 
come next, and therefore its inhabitants 
are to be on the look out, asking for news. 

20. Or, Moabisashamed, because she(Dibon) 
ere by her fortifications being battered 

own. 

21, Holton] This place apparently took its 
name from caverns in its neighbourhood. 

22. Beth-diblathaim] i.e. the house of the 
two cakes of fiys, perhaps so called from two 
hills in its neighbourhood. Hos. i. 3 note. 

23. Beth-meon} Meon is probably the 
Moabite Olympus, and thus Beth-Baal- 
Meon, the full name of this town (Josh, xiii. 
17), would signify the place where the hea- 
venly Baal was worshipped. 

24. Kerioth] A synonym of Ar, the old 
capital of Moab. It od gti to have been 
a considerable place, and has been identified 
with El-Korriat, situated on the long ridge 
of Mount Attarus. 

Bozrah] Probably the Bosora mentioned 
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25 far or near. *The horn of Moab is cut off, and his ‘arm is 
26 broken, saith the Lorp. J™Make ye him dranken: for ho 
magnified himself against the Lorp: Moab also shall wallow in 
27 his vomit, and he also shall be in derision. For “was not Israel 
a derision unto thee? °was ho found among thieves ? for since 
28 thou spakest of him, thou 'skippedst for joy. O ye that dwell 
in Moab, leave the cities, and ?dwell in the rock, and be like 
“the dove that maketh her nest in the sides of the hole’s mouth. 
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EPs. 75. 10. 
! See Ezek. 
30. 21. 
m ch, 25. 15, 
27. 
x Zeph. 2. 8. 
°See ch.2.26. 


P Ps. 55. 6. 
ver. 9. 


29 We have heard the “pride of Moab, (he is parting! proud) his 
loftiness, and his arrogancy, and his pride, and the 
I know his wrath, saith the LorpD; but 7 shall 


80 of his heart. 


31 not be so; **his lies shall not so effect 7. 
howl for Moab, and I will cry out for all Moab ; mine heart shall 


32 mourn for the men of Kir-heres. 
weep for thee with the weeping of 


¢ Cant. 2, 14. 
¥ Isui. 16. 6. 
aughtiness 


| Therefore ‘will I « fsa. 16. 6. 
Teak 15. 
“O vine of Sibmah, I will wfeet1e8-3. 


Jazer: thy plants are gone 


over the sea, they reach even to the sea of Jazer: the spoiler is 


33 fallen upon thy summer fruits and upon thy vintage. And*joy 


® Tsai. 16. 10. 


and gladness is taken from the plentiful field, and from the land 
of Moab; and I have caused wine to fail from the wine presses : 
none shall tread with shouting; their shouting shall be no shout- 


3+ ing. 


38 of Nimrim shall be *desolate. 


36 him that burneth incense to his 


¥From the cry of Heshbon even unto 
unto Jahaz, have they uttered their voice, *from Zoar even unto 
Horonaim, «as an heifer of three years old: for the waters also 
Moreover I will cause to cease in 
Moab, saith the Lorp, * him that oer in the high places, and 
ods. 


lealeh, and even v Isai. 15. 4, 
5, 6. 

2 Igni. 15, 5 

ver. 5. 


@ Fsai. 15. 2. 


Therefore "mine heart ® Isai. 16.11. 


shall sound for Moab like pipes, and mine heart shall sound like 


1 Or, movedst thyself. 


2 Or, those on whom he not right. 


stayeth (Heb. his tars) do 


3 Heb. desolutions. 


in 1 Macc. v. 26 in company with Bosor, 7.e. 
Bezer. As the word means shkcepfolds, it 
was no doubt a common name for places in 
this upland region, fit only for pasturage. 

25, The horn i.e. his pride (marg. ref.) 3 
his arm, i.e. his strength (xvii. 5). 

26. Make ne him drunken] With the 
wine-cup of God’s fury, till terror deprive 
him of his senses. 

27. was he found &e.] Or, was he found 
among thieres that so often as thou speakest of 
him thou waggest thy head tin contempt 
for a fallen enemy. 

28. dwell in the rock] See iv. 29. The 
sole chance of escape is refuge in inaccessible 
fastnesses, 

in the sides...] On the further side of the 
mouth of the pit. The wild rock pigeon in- 
variably selects deep ravines for its nesting 
and roosting. 

30. but it shall not be so] Most commen- 
tators translate, I know, saith Jehovah, his 
arrogancy, and the emptiness of his boastings ; 
they have wrought emptiness. 

31. mine heart &c.] Rather, “ there shall 
be mourning for” &c. 

82. Or, Afore than the weeping of Jazer 
over its ruined vineyards will I weep for 
thee, O rine of Sihnah. Cp. marg. ref. 
Jazer lies in an upland valley about fifteen 
miles North of Heshbun. 


thy plants &c.] Thy branches are gone over 
the sea, t.e. the power of Moab is felt even on 
the western side of the Dead Sea; they 
reached &c. 

83. winepresscs] Rather, zine-vate, into 
which the wine runs from the presses. 

their shouting shall be no shoutiny] The 
vintage shout is—silence. Tor the vines 
have been destroyed, and desolation reigns 
where once was the joyful cry of those who 
tread the grapes. 

84, The meaning is that, taking up the 
lamentation of Heshbon, the Moabites 
break forth into a wail, heard as far as 
Elealeh, scarcely two miles distant (Num. 
xxxii. 37), but thence spreading over the 
land to towns on the southern and south- 
western borders of the land. rake 

an heifer of three years old] Applied in 
Isai. xv. 5 to Zour, but here to Horonaim. 
Some take ‘‘an heifer” as a proper name, 
and render, Lylah for the third part (cp. Isai. 
xix. 24). Zoar, Horonaim, and Eglah formed 
a tripolis, or confederacy of three towns, 
and Eglah might therefore be put after 
either one or the other. 

Nimrim] Probably the Wady-en-Nemeirab 
at the south-eastern end of the Dead Sea. 

36. like pipes] A wind instrument, used 
at funerals (Matt. ix, 23). 
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© Isai. 15. 7. 
@Jsai.15. 2,3. 
ch. 47. 5. 

¢ Gen. 37. 34. 


‘ch, 22. 28, 


g ch. 49. 22. 
Hos. 8 1. 
Hab. 1. 8. 

4 Isai. 8. 8. 
i ver, 24. 

® Isai. 13. 8, 
ch. 30. 6. 
Mic. 4. 9. 

i Ps, 83. -£ 
Isai. 7. 8. 

m Isai. 24.17, 


n See ch, 11. 
23. 


oNum.21.28. 


PNum.24.17. 
¢Num.21.29, 


* ch. 49. 6. 


a Ezek. 21. 
28. & 25. 2. 


JEREMIAH. XLVITI. XIX. 


Pipes for the men of Kir-heres: because ‘the riches éhat he hath 
37 gotten are perished. For “every head shall be bald, and every 
beard ‘clipped: upon all the hands shal? be cuttings, and ‘upon 
38 the loins sackcloth. here shall be lamentation gencrally upon 
all the housetops of Moab, and in the streots thereof: for I 
have broken Moab like /a vessel wherein 7s no pleasure, saith 
89 the Lorp. They shall howl, saying, How is it broken down! 
how hath Moab turned the *back with shame! so shall Moab be 
40 a derision and a dismaying to all them about him. {Jor thus 
saith the Lorp; Behold, he shall fly as an cagle, and shall 
41 ’spread his wings over Moab. **Kerioth is taken, and the 
strong holds are surprised, and *the mighty men’s hearts in 
Moab at that day shall be as tho heart of a woman in her pangs. 
42 And Moab shall be destroyed 'from being a people, because he 
43 hath magnified himself against the Lorp. ear, and the pit, 
and the snare, shal? be upon thee, O inhabitant of Moab, saith 
44 the Lorp. He that fleeth from the fear shall fall into the pit; 
and he that getteth up out of the pit shall be taken in the snaro: 
for *I will bring upon it, ever upon Moab, the year of their 
45 visitation, saith the Lorp. They that fied stood under the 
shadow of Heshbon because of the force: but °a fire shall come 
forth out of Heshbon, and a flame from the midst of Sihon, and 
Pshall devour the corner of Moab, and the crown of the head of 
46 the ‘tumultuous ones. %*Woe be unto thee, O Moab! the people 
of Chemosh perisheth :_ for thy sons are taken ‘captives, and thy 
47 daughters captives. Yet will I bring again the captivity of 
Moab ‘in the latter days, saith the LorD. Thus far is the 
judgment of Moab. 


Guar. 49. ‘CONCERNING «the Ammonites. Thus saith the 


3 Or, The cities. 
4 Heb. chiliren of noise. 


1 Heb. diminished. 


5 Hel). in captivity. 
2 Heb. neck. 


6 Or, Against. 


the riches that he hath gotten] Lit. that 


the tumultuous ones] Lit. sons of the battle- 


which remains over, a superfluity. 

87. cuttings} Cp. xvi. 6, and marg. reff. 

38. yenerally| Rather, entirely. 

39. Lit. How is it broken down! they wail! 
How hath Moab turned the back in shame! 
Yea, Moab is become a laughter and a terror 
(xvii. 17) to all who are round about him. 

40. The rapid and irresistible attack of 
Nebuchadnezzar is compared to the_im- 
petuous dash of the eagle on its prey (Deut. 
xxviii. 49). 

41, surprised] captured by force. 

45. because of the force] Rather, without 
foree. Translate, The fugitives have stort, 
(i.e. halted) powerless in the shadow of Hesh- 
ton, As Heshbon was the capital of the 
Ammonites, the sense is that the defeated 
‘Moabites looked to Ammon for protection. 

but a fire...] Not only will Ammon refuse 
aid to Moab, but her ruin is to come forth 
from Heshbon. ‘l'o shew this Jeremiah 
has recourse tu the old triumphal poetry of 
the Mosaic age (marg. ref.). 

the corner] i.c. of the beard...the crown 
of the head] ‘The fire of war consumes both 
far and near, both hair and beard, ic. 
everything that it can singe and destroy. 


shout, the brave Moabite warriors. 

47. bring again thecapticitu] [Or, ‘restore 
the prosperity ”]. A similar promise is given 
toEsypt, Ammon, and Elam (xlvi. 26, xlix. 6), 

Thus far... AMfoah] An editorial note by 
the same hand as the last words of li. 64. 

XLIX. ‘lo the North of the Moabites lay 
the country of the Ammonites, a closely 
allied nation (Gen. xix. 37, 38) who claimed 
that the land assigned to the tribe of Gad 
had originally belonged to them (Judg. xi. 
13). They seem to have been far less 
civilized than the Moabites, and possessed 
but one stronghold, Rabbah, not devoting 
themselves to ayriculture, but wandering 
with their flocks over the Arabian wastes. 
When, however, Tiglath-Pileser carried the 
inhabitants of Gilead into captivity, the 
Aimmonites occupied much of the vacant 
land, and many of them probably adopted 
a more settled life; at this time they even 

»vossessed Heshbon, once the frontier town 
etween Reuhen and Gad. It is this 
seizure of the territory of Grad which forms 
the starting-point of Jeremiah’s prediction. 
Older prophecies against Auumon are Amos 
i, 13-15; Zeph. ii. 8-11. 
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P Mal. 1.3. 


@ Isai, 17. 14. 
? Obad. 16. 


# Gen. 22. 16. 
Isai. 45. 23. 
? Isai. 3h. 6. 
& 63. 1. 

4% Obad. 1. 2. 


JEREMIAH, XLIX. 


gatherers come to thee, would they not leave some gleaning 
grapes? if thieves by night, they will destroy 'till they have 
10 enough. »But I have made Esau baro, I have uncovered his 
secret places, and he shall not be able to hide himself: his seed 
is spoiled, and his brethren, and his neighbours, and ¢he is not. 
11 Leave thy fatherless children, I will preserve them alive; and 
12 let thy widows trust in me. For thus saith the Lorp; Behold, 
*they whose judgment was not to drink of the cup have as- 
suredly drunken; and aré thou he that shall altogether go un- 
punished ? thou shalt not go unpunished, but thou shalt surely 
13 drink of it. For *I haye sworn by mysclf, saith the Lorn, that 
‘Bozrah shall become a desolation, a reproach, a waste, and a 
curse; and all the cities thereof shall be perpetual wastes. 
14 QI have heard a “rumour from the Lorp, and an ambassador 
is sent unto the heathen, saying, Gather ye together, and come 
15 against her, and rise up to tho battle. For, lo, I will make 
16 thee small among the heathen, and despised among men. Thy 


terribleness hath deceived thee, and the pride of thine heart, 
O thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock, that holdest the 


2 Obacl. 4. 

y Job 359. 27. 
= Amos 9.2. 
ach. ls. 16. 


height of the hill: *though thou shouldest make thy ’nest as 
high as the eagle, #I will bring thee down from thence, saith 
17 the Lorp. Also Edom shall be a desolation: *every one that 


gocth by it shall be astonished, and shall hiss at all the plagues 


6’ Gen 19. 25. 
ch. 50. 0. 
Amos +, 11, 
¢ ch. 50. +h 
ch. 12. 5. 


18 thereof. 


’As in the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah and the 
neighbour cities thereof, saith the Lorp, no man shall abide 
19 there, neither shall a son of man dwell in it. 
shall come up like a lion from ¢the swelling of Jordan against 


{°Behold, he 


the habitation of the strong: but I will suddenly make him run 
1 Bed. their suficiency. 


will not leave any gleaning: if thieres by 
niaht, they will destroy their fill. 

10. But] For. The reason why the in- 
vaders destroy Edom so completely. His 
secret places are the hiding-places in the 
mountains of Seir. 

his seed] Esau’s seed, the Edomites; his 
brethren are the nations joined with him in 
the possession of the land, Amalek, and 
pot the Simeonites ; his nciyhbours are 

edan, Tema, Buz. 

ll. As with Moab (xlviii. 47), and Ammon 
(xlix. 6), so there is mercy for Edom. ‘The 
widows shall be protected, and in the 
orphans of Edom the nation shall once 
again revive. 

12, Translate, Behold they whose rale was 
not to drink of the cup shall surely drink &c. 
It was not the ordinary manner of God’s 
people to suffer from His wrath: but now 
when they are drinking of the wine-cup of 
fury (xxv. 15), how can those not in cove- 
nant with Hiin hope to escape? 

14-18, The second strophe, Edom’s chas- 
tisement. 

14. vmour] Or, ‘ revelation.” 

ambassador| Or, messenger, i.c. herald. 
The business of an ambassador is to nego- 
tiate, of a herald to carry a message. 

15. small &e.] Rather, small among the 
nations, i.e. of no political importance. 


16. Edom’s “ terribleness” consisted in 
her cities being hewn in the sides of inac- 
cessible rocks, whence she could suddenly 
descend for predatory warfare, and retire 
to her fastnesses without fear of repri- 


sals, 
the clefts of the rock] Or, the fastnesses of 

Sela, the rock-city, Petra (see Isai. xvi. 1). 
the hill) i.c. Bozrah. 

17. Better, And Edom shall become a 
terror: every passer by shall be terrified, and 
shudder &c. 

18, neighbour &c.] Admah and Zeboim. 

@ son of ce ie. ‘Any man.” From A.D. 
536 onwards, Petra suddenly vanishes from. 
the pages of history. Only in the present 
century was its real site discovered. 

19-22. Concluding strophe. ‘The fall of 
Edora is compared to the state of a flock 
worried by an enemy strong as a lion (iv. 7), 
and swift as an eagle. 

19. the swelling of Jordan] Or, the pride 
of Jordan, the thickets on his banks (arg. 
ref, note). 

against the habitation of the strong] Or, to 
the abiding pasturage. ‘The lion stalks 
forth from the jungle to attack the fold, 
sure to find sheep there because of the 
perennial (evergreen) pasturage : but I will 
suddenly make him (the flock, Edom) run 
away from her (or it, the pasturage). 
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away from her: and who is a chosen man, that I may appoint 


over her? for ‘who 7s like mo? and who will! appoint me tho 
time? and /who is that shepherd that will stand bofore mo? 
20 °Therefore hear the counsel of the Lorp, that he hath taken 


¢ Ex. 15.11. 
f Job 41. 10. 


9 ch. 50. 45. 


ag. inst Edom; and his purposes, that he hath purposed against 
the inhabitants of Teman: Surely the least of the flock shall 
draw them out: surely he shall make their habitations desolate 


21 with them. 


‘The carth is moved at the noise of their fall, at 


’ ch, 50. 46. 


22 the cry the noise thereof was heard in the *Red sea. Behold, 


ihe shall come up and fly as the eagle, and spread his wings 


ich. 4 13. 


over Bozrah: and at that day shall the heart of the mighty men 
of Edom be as the heart of a woman in her pangs. 


23 *Concerning Damascus. 


4 I[amath is confounded, and Arpad : 
for they have heard ovil tidings: they are *fainthearted ; 'there is 
24 sorrow ‘on the sea; it cannot be quict. Damascus is waxed 


& Isai. 17. 1. 
Amos }., 3. 
Zech. 9. 1. 
' Isai. 57. 20. 


feeble, and turneth herself to flee, and fear hath seized on her : 


™an 
25, 26 


ish and sorrows have taken her, as a woman in travail. 
ow is “the city of praise not left, the city of my joy! °There- 
fore her young men shall fall in her streets, and all the men of 


nm Tg,i. 13. 8. 
ch. 4. 31. 

" ch, 33. 9. 
och, 51. 4 


27 war shall be cut off in that day, saith the Lorp of hosts. And 


LT will kindle a *fire in tho wall of Damascus, and it shall con- 


sume the palaces of Benhadad. 


28 «Concerning Kedar, and concerning the kingdoms of Hazor, 


1 Or, convent me in judg- 
ment, 


and who is a chosen...) Better, and I will 

appoint over it, the abandoned land of 
om, him who is chosen, i.e. my chosen 
ruler Nebuchadnezzar. 

acho will appoint me the time q The plain- 
tiff, in giving notice of a suit, had to men- 
tion the time when the defendant must 
appear (see marg.). Jehovah identifies 

imself with Nebuchadnezzar (xxv. 9), and 
shews the hopelessness of Edom’s cause. 
For who is like Jehovah, His equal in 
power and might? Who will dare litigate 
with Him, and question His right? &c. 

20. Surely the least...) Rather, Surely 
they will worry them, the feeble ones of 
the flock: surely their pasture shall be 
terror-stricken over them. No shepherd 
can resist Nebuchadnezzar (v. 19), but all 
flee, and leave the sheep unprotected. 
Thereupon the Chaldeans enter, and treat 
the poor feeble flock so barbarously, that 
the very fold is horrified at their cruelty. 

21, is oe Quakes. 

at the cry...) The arrangement is much 
more poetical in the Hebrew, The shriek—to 
the sea of Suph (Ixod. x. 19 note) is heard 
its sound. 

22, Nebuchadnezzar shall swoop down 
like an eagle, the emblem of swiftness. 

23. Though the superscription is confined 
to Damascus, the prophecy relstes to the 
vhole of Aram, called by us Syria, which 
was divided into two parts, the northern, of 
‘which Hamath was the capital, and the 
south-eastern, belonging to Damascus. 


2 Heb. Weedy sea. 
3 Heb. melted. 


Pp Amos 1.4 


@ Isai. 21.13. 


4 Or, as on the sea. 


Hamath is confounded] Or, is ashamed. 
For Hamath see Isai. x. 9 note. Arpad 
lay about fourteen miles north of Aleppo, 
at a place now called Tel Erfad. 

fainthearted] The sinews are relaxed, 
unknit, through terror. 

there is sorrow on the sea] In the sea. As 
the sea is used (marg. ref.) of the agita- 
tion of the thoughts of evil men, its sense 
here also probably is, there is sorrow, or 
rather anxiety, in the ayitated hearts of the 
Syrians, 

24. and turneth] Omitand. The original 
is a rapid sequence of unconnected sen- 
tences, Damascus is unnerved ; she turned 
to flee, and a trembling seized her ; anguish 
and writhings took hold of her &c. 

25. An exclamation of sorrow wrung 
from the prophet at the thought of the 
people of Damascus remaining to be 
slaughtered. The words my joy express the 
pecpueys own sympathy. ‘The praise of 

amascus for beauty has been universal 
from the days of Naaman (2 K. v. 12), to 
those of recent travellers. 

27. See marg. ref. and 1K. xi. 14 note. 

28. Hazor, derived from a word signifying 
an unwalled village, is a general appellative 
of those Arab tribes who were partially 
settled, while Kedar signifies the Bedawin, 
who used only tents. Some think that 
Hazor is another way of spelling Jetor, i.e. 
Iturea, whose inhabitants, with the Keda- 
Priva naturally be called the sons of 

é t. 


266 


r Juig. 6.3. 
Job 1. 3. 
* Ps. 120. 5, 


tch. 46. 5. 


29 men of the east. 


JEREMIAH. XL1X. 


which Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon shall smite. 
saith the Lorp; fArise ye, go up to Kedar, and spoil *the 
Their *tents and their flocks shall they take 
away: they shall take tu themselves their curtains, and all their 
vessels, and their camels; and they shall cry unto them, ‘Fear 
“Flee, ! get you far off, dwell deep, O ye inha- 


qf Thus 


bitants of Hazor, saith the Lorp; for Nebuchadrezzar king of 
Babylon hath taken counsel against you, and hath conccived a 


% ver. 8. 30 7s on every side. 
*Ezek.38.11. 31 purpose against you. 


Arise, get you up unto “the “wealthy 


nation, that dwelleth without care, saith the Lorp, which have 


y Num. 23. 9. 
Mic. 7.14. 


* vor. 36. 
Ezek, 4, 10. 
@ ch. 25. 25, 
eh. 9. 11. 
Mal. 1. 3. 

© ver. 18, 


33 saith the Lorp. And 


32 neither gates nor bars, which “dwell alone. And their camels 
shall be a booty, and the multitude of their cattle a spoil: and 
I will ‘scatter into all winds *them that are 3in the utmost 
corners; and I will bring their calamity from all sides thereot, 


or »shall be a dwelling for dragons, 


and a desolation for ever: there shall no man abide there, nor 
any son of man dwell in it. 


34 The word of the Lorp that came to Jeremiah the prophet 


ad ch, 25. 25. 


against “Elam in the beginning of tho reign of Zedekiuh king 


35 of Judah, saying, | Thus saith the Lorp of hosts; J Behold, I 


¢ See Isai.22, 
6. 


JS ver. 32, 


36 will break «the bow of Elam, the chief of their might. And 
upon Elam will I bring the four winds from the four quarters 
of heaven, and /will scatter them toward all those winds; and 


thero shall be no nation whither the outcasts of Elam shall 


37 not come. 


For I will cause Elun to bo dismayed before 


their enemies, and before them that seck their life: and I will 
bring evil upon them, even my fierce anger, saith the Lorn; 


9 ch. 9. 16. 
+ See ch. 43. 
10. 


1 Heb. flit greatly. 
2 Or, hee is at cuse. 


3 Heb. ent off into coruers, 
or, that hace the corners 


Vand I will send the sword after them, till I have consumed 
38 them: and I will *set my throne in Elam, and will destroy 


of their hair polled. 


shall smite] Or, smote. 

29. curtains] The hangings of the tents. 

Fear is on every side] AMayor-mizsabib (see 
vi, 25 note); a cry, indicating the panic 
which followed the unexpected onset of the 
enemy. . 

80. « purpose against you] Others read 
‘against them’ (the wealthy nation, 7. 

1 


81. the wealthy nation] Or, « nation at 
rest, living securely and in confidence. 

which dicell alone] They dell alone, i.e. 
have neither alliances with other nations, 
nor intercourse by commerce. : 

32. them...cornas] Or, those who clip 
the corners of their beards (cp. ix. 26). 

33. dragons] i.e. jackals. 

84. against Elam] Or, concerning Elam. 
This country, better known as Susiana, is 
the modern Chuzistan, and lies on the East 
of Chaldza, from which it is separated by 
the Tigris. In the cuneiform inscriptions 
we find the Elamites on friendly terms with 
Babylon. The suggestion therefore that 
they served as auxiliaries in the Chaldzan 
army in the expedition against Judah is 
not improbable. It was in the first year of 


Zedekiah that this prophecy was written, 
and thus it is a little prior to the prophecies 
against Babylon (li. 59), which immediately 
follow. ‘The words, the Elan, appear in 
the LXX. in xxv. 14, followed by this pro- 
phecy, while in xxvi. 1 we find, Ja the 
beginning of the reign of king Zedckiah there 
anus this word about Elam, followed in v, 2 
by the prophecy (ch. xlvi. of the Hebr.) 
against Egypt. This is a proof simply of 
the confusion which existed in the Esyptian 
transcripts of the prophecies relating to the 
nations. See p. 162. 

35. The bow was the national weapon of 
Elam, and therefore the chief uf their might, 
that on which their strength in war de- 
pended. 

86. In a whirlwind violent gales seem to 
blow from every quarter, and whatever is 
exposed to their fury they scatter over the 
whole country. With similar vivlence the 
whole nation of Elam shall be dispersed far 
and wide. 

38. Lit. king and princes. Elam will 
lose its independence, and henceforward 
have no native ruler with his attendant 
officers, 
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39 from thence the king and the princes, saith the Lorp. But it 


shall come to pass ‘in the latter days, that I will bring again 


é ch. 48. 47. 


the captivity of Elam, saith the Lorp. 


Cuar. 50. THE word that the Lorp spake ‘against Babylon and 
against the land of the Chaldeans !by Jeremiah the prophet. 


@ Taai. 13, 1. 
&21L.1.4847.1. 


2 { Declare ye among the nations, and publish, and *set up 
a standard; publish, and conceal not: say, Babylon is taken, 


>Bel is confounded, Merodach is broken in pieces ; ‘her idols are 
3 confounded, her images are broken in pieces. “For out of the 
north there cometh up ¢a nation against her, which shall make 
her land desolate, and none shall dwell therein: they shall re- 


5 Tsai. 46. 1. 
© ch, -£3, 12. 
€ ch, 61. 48. 
¢ Isni, 13.17, 
Hx, 20. 


4 move, thoy shall depart, both man and beast. [In those days, 
and in that tine, saith the Lorn, the children of Isracl shall 


come, ‘they and the children of Judah together, ¥ going and 
5 weeping: they shall go, “and seek the Lorp their God. They 


1 Hels. by the hund of Jeremiah, 


/ Hos, 1. 11. 
g Ezra 3. 12. 
Pa, 326. 5. 

Zech, 12. 10, 


2 Heb. lift up. * Hos. 3. 5. 


88'S oo oo 


89. Elam] Elam was subject to Babylon 
(Dan. viii. 2), and its capital Shushan a 
favourite residence of the Persian kings 
(Esther i. 2). Of its subsequent fate we know 
little; the Elamites continued to exist, and 
members of their nation were present at 
Pentecost amon those chosen to represent 
the Gentile world at the first jirenching of 
the Gospel (Acts ii. 9). 

L., LI. Many crities have endeavoured 
to shew that this prophecy was not written 
by Jeremiah. Others grant that Jeremiah 
was the true author, yet assert that the 

rophecy has been largely interpolated. 
Nhe arguments for its authenticity are 
briefly ; («) The superscription (I. 1), and 
the appended history (li. 59-64); (4) The 
general adinission that the style is Jere- 
miah's; (c) The fact that the author was 
living at Jerusalem (1. 5, where read 
hitherward, not thitherward); (d) ‘The Medes 
and not the Persians are described as the 
future conquerors of Babylon (li. 11, 28). 
The knowledge of topography and Baby- 
lonian customs is not more than Jeremiah 
may have learnt frem the Chaldmans when 
they were at Jerusalem in the fourth, and 
again in the eleventh year of Jehoiakim : 
and there was constant intercourse by letter 
and otherwise between Babylon and Jeru- 
salem. 

The prophecy may he considered essential 
to the right discharge by Jeremiah of the 
duties of his office. He had foretold the 
capture and ruin of Jerusalem, not from 
love to Babylon, but as a necessary act of 
the Divine justice, and as the one remedy 
for Judah's sins. He recognized the Chal- 
deans as Jehovah’s ministers ; but recog- 
nizing also that they practised wanton bar- 
barities, and claimed the glory for them- 
selves and their gods, he proclaimed that 
Babylon must be punished for its cruelty, 
its pride, and its idolatry. 


The date is fixed hy li. 59. With this 
agrees the internal evidence. 

Though deficient in arrangement the pro- 
phecy is full of grand ideas; and the simi- 
larity between passages in this prophecy 
and Isaiah illustrates the large knowledge 
which Jevemiah evidently possessed of the 
earlier Scriptures, and the manner in which, 
consciously or unconsciously, he has _per- 
petually imitated them in his own writings. 

a 1. against...against] Concerning. . 

2. confounded...confounded| ashamed... 
ashamed. 

Merolach] This deity, in the inscriptions 
Marduk, was the tutelary god of Babylon, 
and Nebuchadnezzar, who called his son 
Evil-Merodach, appears to have been es- 
pecially devoted to his service. He was 
really identical with Bel, and his equivalent 
among the planets was Jupiter : and as such 
he was styled ‘‘ King of heaven and earth.” 

3. out of the north] Media lay to the North- 
West of Babylon. “This constant use of the 
North, the quarter where the sun never 
shines, and therefore the region of darkness, 
is symholical of the region whence danger 
ever comes, 

they shall yemore &e.] Translate, as in ix. 
10, from man even to cattle they are fled, 
they are gone. 

4, The fall of Babylon is to be imme- 
diately followed by the return of the exiles 
homewards, in tearful procession, because 
they go as penitents; and yet with joy, be- 
cause their faces are towards Zion. The 
cessation moreover of the schism between 
Tsrael and Judah is one of the signs of the 
times of the Messiah (Isaiah xi. 12, 13), and 
symbolically represents the gathering toze- 
ther of the warring empires of the world 
woes the peaceful sceptre of the Church’s 

ing. 

going and weeping: they shall go} Omit 
the colon ; i.e. they go ever onward weeping. 
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‘ch. 31. 31. 


& Isai. 53. 6, 
1 Pet. 2. 25. 
'ch, 2. 20. 


m Ps, 79. 7. 
ch. 40. 2. 
Zech. 11. 5. 
ch, 2. 3. 
Dan. 9. 16, 
? Ps, 60. 1. 
9 Ps, 22. 4. 
r Isai. 48, 20. 
ch. 51. 6. 
Zech. 2. 6. 
*ch. 35. 14. 
tver. 14, 20, 


"2 Sam.1.22. 
=Rev. 17. 16. 
¥ Isai. 47. 6. 


* Hos. 10, 11. 


¢2 Chr. 30. 8. 
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shall ask the way to Zion with their faces thitherward, saying, 
Come, and let us join ourselves to the Lorp in ‘a perpetual 
6 covenant thut shall not be forgotten. QYJMy people hath been 
klost sheep: their shepherds have caused them to go astray, 
they have turned them away on'the mountains: they have gono 
from mountain to hill, they have forgotten their 'resting- 
7 place. All that found them have “devoured them: and *their 
adversaries said, ° We offend not, becauso they have sinned 
against the LorpD, ?the habitation of justice, even the Lorn, 
§¢the hope of their fathers. *™Remove out of the midst of 
Babylon, and go forth out of the land of the Chaldeans, and bo 
9 as the he goats before the flocks. ‘For, lo, I will raiso and 
cause to come up against Babylon an assembly of great nations 
from tho north country: and they shall ‘set themsclves in 
array against her; from thence she shall be taken: their arrows 
shall be as of a mighty *expcrt man; “none shall return in 
10 vain. And Chaldea shall be a spoil: “all that spoil her shall 
11 bo satisfied, saith the Lorp. Because ye were glad, becauso 
ye rejoiced, O ye destroyers of mine heritage, because yo aro 
grown *fat “as the heifer at grass, and ‘bellow as bulls; your 
12 mother shall be sore confounded; she that bare you shall be 
ashamed: behold, the hindermost of the nations shall be a 
13 wilderness, a dry land, and a desert. Because of the wrath of 
the Lory it shall not be inhabited, “but it shall be wholl 
desolate: *every one that gocth by Babylon shall be astonished, 
14 and hiss at all her plagues. 4*Put jouer in array against 
Babylon round about: all yo “that bend the bow, shoot at her, 
15 spare no arrows: for she hath sinned against the Lorp. Shout 
against her round about: she hath ‘given her hand: her foun- 


Sch, 51. 52. 
9 ch, 51. 6. 


1 Heb. place ta lie down in. 


2 Or, destroger. 


5. thitherward] Hitherwerd; the writer 
evidently was at Jerusalem. 

6. their shepherds...mountains) Sometrans- 
late Their shepherds, ic. civil rulers (ii. 8 
note) have led them astran upon the seducing 
mountains :—the mountains being the usual 
places where idolatry was practised. 

their restingplace] Their fold (Ps. xxiii. 2). 

7. offend not] 7.c. “are not guilty.” Israel 
haviny left the fold, has no owner, and may 
therefore be maltreated with impunity. 

habitation of justice) In xxxi. 23 applied to 
Jerusalem ; here. Jehovah alone is dhe true 
pasturage, in Whom His people will find 
safety, rest, and peut. 

8. So firmly did the Jews settle themselves 
in Babylon under Jeremiah’s counsels, that 
they were the last to abandon the place. 

he gouts] See Isai. xiv. 9 note. 

9. I will raise] Or, stir up. 

an assembly of great nations] The Medo- 
Persian empire was as much an aggregate 
of discordant nations as that of Babylon. 

fron thence] From the North, i.e. by the 
great nations coming thence. 

return in vain] A proverbial expression 
for ill success (cp. Isai. lv. 11). Here the 
skilful warrior returns not empty. 


dations are fallen, “her walls are thrown down: for %it is the 


3 Heb. big, or, corpuleut. 
4 Or, neigh as ateeds. 


10, 11. Or, Chaldea shail become a spoil... 
for thou wast glad, thou exultcdst, ye plun- 
derers of mine heritage. 

because ye are grown fat} Rather, for thou 
epee, skippedst as an animal does when 
playing. 

as the heifer at grass} Or, as a heifer 
threshing. When threshing cattle were 
allowed to eat their fill (Deut. xxv. 4), and 
so grew playful, 

bellow as bulls) Better as in mary. 

12. your mother] i.e... Babylon.  Coxr- 
Sounded...ashamed. Or, ashamed...blush. 

behold &c.] Translate, Behold she is the 
hindermost of the nations, a desert, a thirsty 
land, and a waste :—the reason why Babylon 
is to blush. Once the head of gold (an, 
ii. 32), she is now the lowest of earthly 
powers, 

14, Place the colon after Low. 

15. Shout] i.c. spoken of the war-cry. So 
in Isai. xlii. 13, where God is compared to a 
warrior, it is said He shall shout (A. V. cr), 
i.¢c, raise the war-cry. 

she hath given her hand] The sign of sub- 
mission (cp, 1 Chr. xxix. 24 mary.). 

foundations] Or, buttresses. LAX. battle- 
arents. 


JEREMIAH. L. 


vengeance of the Lorn: take vengeance upon her; *as she 
16 hath done, do unto her. Cut off the sower from Babylon, and 
him that handlcth the 'sickle in the time of harvest : for fear of 
the oppressing sword ‘they shall turn every one to his people, and 
17 they shall flee every one to hisown land. { Israel is ‘a scattered 
sheep; ‘the lions have driven him away: first ™the king of 
Assyria hath devoured him ; and last this *Nebuchadrezzar king 
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’ Ps, 187. 8. 
ver. 20. 


* Tsai. 13. 14. 
k ver. 6. 


?ch. 2. 15. 
m 21Cin.17, 6. 
n2 Kin, 24. 


? 


18 of Babylon hath broken his bones. Therefore thus saith the 10, 14 


Lonrp of hosts, the God of Isracl; Behold, I will punish the 
king of Babylon and his land, as I have punished the king of 


19 Assyria. 


°And I will bring Isracl again to his habitation, and 
he shall feed on Carmel and Bashan, and his soul shall be satis- 7 
20 fied upon mount Ephraim and Gilead. In thoso days, and in 
that time, saith the Lorn, the iniquity of Isracl shall be sought 


° Tsai. 05, 10, 
Tih 34. 13, 


P ch. 31. 34. 


for, and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and they 


shall not be found: for I will pardon them ¢whom I reserve. 


@ Isai. 1. 9. 


214Go up against the land *of Merathaim, ever against it, and 


against the inhabitants of **Pekod: 
after them, saith the Lorn, and do ‘according to all that I have 
tA sound of battle 7s in the land, and of 
How is “the hammer of the whole earth 

cut asunder and broken! how is Babylon become a desolation 
24 among the nations! I have laid a snare for thee, and thou art 


22 commanded thee. 
23 great destruction. 


also taken, O Babylon, “and thou 


found, and also caught, because thou hast striven against the 
25 Lorp. The Lory hath opened his armoury, and hat 
forth ’the weapons of his indignation: for this 7s the work of 
26 the Lord Gop of hosts in the land of the Chaldeans. 


r Ezek.23.23. 
# Isai. 10. 6. 
ch, 34, 22. 
ch. #1. 64 
& Isai. 14. 6. 
ch. 51. 20. 


waste and utterly destroy 


= ch. 51. 8. 


wast not aware: thou art Dan. 6. 30. 


brought 
y Isai. 13. 5. 


Come 


against her ‘from the utmost border, open her storehouses : 


1 Or, scythe. 2 Or, of the rebels. 


3 Or, Visitation. 


4 Heb. from the end. 


16. The pepalaeon is to be destroyed so 
utterly that the rich fields of Babylonia are 
to remain untilled. 

they shall turn] The full force of the words 
will be seen if it be remembered that it 
had been the policy of Nebuchadnezzar to 
compel citizens selected from the vanquished 
nations to settle in Babylonia. 

17. Israel is a scattered sheep] 1.e. is likea 
flock which has been scared and driven in 
all directions ; for lions have chased him. 

first the king &c.] Rather, the first lion ate 
him, ccen the king of Assyria ; and this one, 
the last, hath picked his bones, even Nebu- 
chadrezar &e. ‘The constant wasting of 
the land by the Assyrians had so lessened 
the number of Israel, that Nebuchadnezzar 
had _ but the bones to pick. 

19. Or, I will bring Isracl (the scared 
sheep) back to his pasturage (see vr. 7) and he 
shall graze &c. The places named are the 
districts of Palestine most famous for their 
rich herbage. 

20. those days] The days of the Messiah. 

rescrre] Or, permit to remain: hence the 
remnant, & Word pregnant with meaning 
in the language of the prophets. See Isai. 
viii. 18 note (2). 

21, the dand of Merathaim] of double re- 
bellion. Like Mitsraim, é.c. the two Egy pts, 


Aram-Naharaim, i.e. Syria of the two rivers, 
or Mesopotamia, it isa dual. 1t may have 
been a real name; or—the dual ending being 
intensive—it may mean the land of very 
great rebelliousness, 

Pekod} Possibly a Babylonian town. 

acaste] Rather, slay, v. 27. 

23. the hammer] Babylon, by whose in- 
strumentality Jehovah had crushed the 
nations, is now cut asunder, t.e. the head of 
iron or bronze is cut away from the wooden 
handle, and broken. 

24. I have laid a snare for thee] Babylon, 
the impregnable, was taken (according 
to Herodotus) by Cyrus by stratagem. 
Having diverted the waters of the Eu- 
phrates, he entered the city by the river 
channel: but see Dan. v. 1 note. 

and thou wast not aare) Better lit., and 
thou didst not know it. 

5. By a grand figure the prophet de- 
scribes Jehovah arming Himself that in 
person He may execute justice upon the 
wicked city. 

for this is the work] Rather, for my Lord 
Jehovah of hosts hath a work to do in the 
land of the Chaldeans. 

26. against her] Or, to her, in order to 
plunderher. Her storehouses (lit. granaries) 
are to burst open, the corn piled up in 
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east her up as heaps, and destroy her utterly: let nothing of 


= Ps, 
Isni. 2 


ach, 48. 44. 
> ch. 61. 


28 “their visitation. 


ever. 1h 


“yer, 15. 
ch. 51, 56. 
Rev. IS, 6, 
e Isai. 47. 10. 
Sch, 49. 26, 


27 her be left. Slay all her *bullocks; let them go down to the 
slaughtcr: woo unto them! for their day is come, the time of 
The voice of them that flee and escapo out 
of the land of Babylon, *to declare in Zion the vengeanco of 
29 the Lorp our God, the vengeance of his temple. 
the archers against Babylon: ‘all yo that bend the bow, camp 
against it round about; let nono thereof escape: “recompense 
her according to her work ; according to all that she hath done, 
do unto her: ¢for she hath been proud against tho Lorn, against 
30 the Ifoly One of Isracl. /Therefore shall her young men fall in 


Call together 


the streets, and all her men of war shall be cut off in that day, 


31 saith the Lorv. 
9 ver, 27. 


Behold, I am against thee, O thow *most 
proud, saith the Lord Gop of hosts: for “thy day is come, the 


32 time that I will visit thee. And the most proud shall stuinble 


& ch. 21. 14. 


and fall, and none shall raise him up: and “I will kindle a firo 
33 in his cities, and it shall devour all round about him. 


q ‘Thus 


saith the Lorp of hosts; The children of Israel and the children 
of Judah were oppressed together: and all that took them 


f Rev. 18. & 
© Isni. 47. 4. 


34 captives held them fast; they refused to let them go. 
Redeemer is strong; *the Lord of hosts 7s his name: he shall 


Their 


throughly plead their cause, that he may give rest to the land, 
35 and disquiet the inhabitants of Babylon. A sword 7s upon the 
Chaldeans, saith the LorD, and upon the inhabitants of Babylon, 


Dan. 5. 30. 
m Tsai. 47.13. 
" Jsai. £4.25. 
ch. 48. 30. 
ch, 25, 20. 
Ezek, 30. 5. 
» ch, 51. 30, 
Nah. 3, 13. 
@ Isai. £4. 27. 


38 robbed. 


1 Or, tread her. 
2 Heb. pride. 


heaps, and finally they are to devote her to 
destruction, i.e. to burn her wealth with fire. 

from the utmost border] [Or, ‘‘from the 
first of you even to the last”). 

let nothing of her be left] Lit. let her have 
noremnant. Contrasi v. 10. 

27. her bullocks} Her strong youths. 

28. The voice of then...) t.c. There is a 
sound of fugitives escaping from Babylonia. 
The Jews saw in the fall of Babylon Jeho- 
vah’s vengeance for His Temple. 

29. Or, Summon ue the archers to Babylon, 
eren all who bend the bow : encamp aqainst her 
&c. In this portion of the prophecy the cap- 
ture of Babylon is regarded as the punish- 
ment due toher for burning the Temple (7.28). 

Babylon is here called Pride, just as 
in +. 21 she was called Double-rebellion. 

82. him..his...him] Or, her. 

33. were oppressed] are oppressed together: 
and all theiv captors hare laid firm hold upon 
then: they hare refused. to let them go. The 
restoration of Israel and Judah to their 
land is necessary. As Babylon will not let 
them go, it must be broken, and its empire 
destroyed. 


36 and ‘upon her princes, and upon “her wise men. 
*upon the 45 liars; and they shall dote: a sword is upon her 
37 mighty men; and they shall be dismayed. A sword ts upon 
their horses, and upon their chariots, and upon all ¢ the mingled 
people that «re in the midst of her; and *they shall become as 
women: a sword 73 upon her treasurcs; and they shall bo 
7A drought 7s upon her waters; and they shall bo 


3 Heb. pride. 
4 Or, chief stays. 


A sword is 


5 Heb, ars. 


34. Redeemer] i.e. Goel. Jehovah isIsrael’s 
next relative, bound hy law to avenge him, 
as well as toransom him from captivity. It 
was the Goel’s duty also to plead his kins- 
man’s cause. How thoroughly Jehovah 
will execute this duty for Israel is shewn in 
the Hebr. by the triple repetition of the 
same word; lit. ia pleading He witl plead 
their plea. 

the land...) Rather, the carth. Babylon 
has hitherto by its ambition kept the world 
in unrest: now by its fall men everywhere 
can dwell in security. 

35. Omit is. A summons comes from 
Jehovah, Israel’s Goel, to the sword to fal! 
upon all the elements of Babylon’s ¢reat- 
ness. The princes were her rulers at home 
and her generals in war. he aise aeie 
were those upon whose learning she so 
prided herself (Dan. i. 4 note). 

36, liurs] Soothsayers, fortune-tellezs. 

37. the mingled people] i.c. the foreigners 
serving as mercenaries in her army. 

88. A drone Rather, ‘a sword,” te. 
military skill and forethought. 
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dried up: for it is the land of "graven images, and they are mad 
39 upon their idols. *Therefore the wild beasts of the desert with 
the wild beasts of tho islands shall dwell there, and the owls 
shall dwell therein: ‘and it shall be no more inhabited for ever; 
40 neither shall it be dwelt in from generation to gencration. *As 
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah and the neighbour cities 
thereof, saith the Lorp; so shall no man abide there, neither 
41 shall any son of man dwell therein. *Behold, a people shall 
come from the north, and a great nation, and many kings shall 
42 be raised up from the coasts of the earth. »*They shall hold the 
bow and the lance: they are cruel, and will not shew mercy : 
“their voice shall roar like tho sea, and they shall ride upon 
horses, every one put in array, like a man to the battle, against 
43 thee, O daughter of Babylon. The king of Babylon hath heard 
the report of them, and his hands waxed feeble: *anguish took 
44 hold of him, and pangs as of a woman in travail. ‘Behold, he 
shall come up like a ‘lion from the swelling of Jordan unto the 
habitation of the strong: but I will make them suddenly run away 
from her: and who is a chosen man, that I may appoint over 
her? for who is like me? and who will ‘appoint me the time? 
45 and “who 7s that shepherd that will stand before me ? Therefore 
hear yo ¢the counsel of the Lonrp, that he hath taken against 
Babylon ; and his purposes, that he hath purposed against the 
land of the Chaldeans: Surely the least of the flock shall draw 
them out: surely he shall make their habitation desolate with 
46 them. /At tho noise of the taking of Babylon the earth is 
moved, and tho cry is heard among the nations. 
Cuar. 51, THUS saith the Lorp; Behold, I will raise up against 
Babylon, and against them that dwell in the ?midst of them that 
2 rise up against me, 2a destroying wind; and will send unto 
Babylon ?fanners, that shall fan her, and shall empty her land: 
‘for in the day of trouble Pat shall be against her round about. 
3 Against him that bendeth ¢let the-archer bend his bow, and 
against him that lifteth himself up in his brigandine: and spare 
4 ye not her young men; ‘destroy ye utterly all her host. Thus 
the slain shall fall in the land of the Chaldeans, /and they that 
5 are thrust through in her strects. For Israel hath not been 
forsaken, nor Judah of his God, of the Lorp of hosts; though 
their land was filled with sin against the Holy One of Israel. 


1 Or, convent me to plead ? 3 Heb. heart. 
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¥ ver. 2. 

ch. 51. $4, 

* Isni. 13. 21, 
22, 

ch. 51. 37. 

* Isai. 13. 20. 
ch, 25. 12. 

™ Gen, 19. 25. 
Isai. 13, 19. 
ch, 49. 18, 

* ch. 25. 14, 


¥ch. 6. 23. 


* Isai, 13, 18. 
@ Igai. 5, 30. 


5 ch. 49. 24, 
¢ ch. 49. 19. 


@ Job 41, 10. 
ch, 49. 19, 

¢ Isai. 14, 24, 
&e. 

ch. 61. 11. 


fRev. 18. 9. 


@ 2 Kin.19.7. 
¢ ch. 60. 14. 


¢ ch. 60. 21. 
Sch. 49. 26, 


they are mad upon their idols] Omit 
their. The word ri idols, lit. terrors (Ps. 
\xxxviii. 16) is used in this one place only of 
objects of worship. Probably it refers to 
those montrous forms invented as represen- 
tations of their deities. 

39. wild beasts of the islands] Jackals. 

ace Ostriches (marg. ref. note). 

41-48, An application to Babylon of the 
doom against Jerusalem (vi. 22-24), 

41, the cousts of the earth] See vi. 22 
note. 

44-48. A similar application to Babylon 
of what was said of Edom (marg. ref.). 

1, in the midst of them that rise up 
against me) Or, in Leb-kamai, the cipher for 
Kusdim, i.e. Chaldea. This cipher was not 
necessarily invented by Jeremiah, or used 


for concealment. It was probably first 
devised either for political purposes or for 
trade, and was in time largely employed 
in the correspondence between the exiles at 
Babylon and their friends at home. Thus 
words in common use like Sheshach (xxv. 
26) and Leb-kamai, would be known to 
everybody. 

2. fanners] Or, winnowers. 

3. The man who bends the bow, and the 
heavy-armed soldier who vaunts himself in 
his coat of mail (xlvi. 4 note), represent the 
Babylonians who defend the city. 

4, Translate And they, i.e. the young men 
who form her host (v. 3), shall fall slain in 
the land of the Chaldwans, and pierced 
through in her streets, i.e. the streets of 
Babylon, 
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9 ch. 50. 8. 
Rev. 18. 4. 

4 ch. 50. 15. 
ich. 25, Lt. 
k Rev. 17. 4. 
' Rev. 14. 8. 
® ch, 25. 18, 
 Teai. 21. 9. 
“ch. 48. 20. 
Rev. 18. 9. 
» ch, 46. 11. 
@ Isai. 13, 14. 
r Rey. 18. 6. 
* Ps, 37. 6. 
‘ch. 50. 28. 

™ ch. 46. 4 
= Tsai. 13. 17. 
¥ ch. 50. 45. 
* ch, 50, 23. 
@Nah. 2.1, 
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6 °Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every man his 
soul : be not cut off in her iniquity; for *this is the time of the 
Lorn’s vengeanco; * he will render unto her a recompence. 

7 Y* Babylon hath been a golden cup in the Lorp’s hand, that 
made all the earth drunken: ‘the nations have drunken of her 

8 wine; therefore the nations “are mad. Babylon is suddenly 
*fallen and destroyed : °how] for her; take balm for her pain, 

9 ifso be she may be healed. We would have healed Babylon, 
but she is not healed: forsake her, and ¢lot us go every one into 
his own country : “for her judgment reacheth unto heaven, and 

10 is lifted up even to the skies. Tho Lorb hath ‘brought forth 
our rightcousness: come, and let us‘declare in Zion the work of 
11 the LorpD our God. *%Make 'bright the arrows; gather the 
shields: *the LorpD hath raised up the spirit of the kings of the 
Medes: "for his device is against Babylon, to destroy it ; because 
it ts *the vengeance of the Lorp, the vengeance of his temple. 
12 “Set up the standard upon the walls of Babylon, make the 


watch strong, set up the watchmen, prepare the 2ambushes: for 
the Lorp hath both devised and done that which he spake 


6O thou that dwellest 
¢The Lorp of hosts 


Rev. 17.1. 13 against tho inhabitants of Babylon. 

upon many waters, abundant in treasures, thine end is come, 
ch. 49.13. J+tand the measure of thy covetousness. 
Ames hath sworn *by himself, saying, Surely I will fill thee with 
¢ Nah. 3.15. men, ¢as with caterpillers; and they shall ‘lift «up a shout 
or 50.18. 15 against thee. §/He hath made the earth by his power, he 
uv Job 9. 8 hath established the world by his wisdom, and %hath stretched 
Ps1042. 16 out the heaven by his understanding. *When he uttereth 


1 Heb. pure. 
2 Heb. diers in watt. 


%. Lit. A golden cup is Babel in the hand 
of Jehovah, intoxicating the whole earth. 
Jeremiah beholds her in her splendour, but 
the wine whereof she makes the nations 
drink is the wrath of God. As God’s 
hammer (1, 23), Babylon was strong : as His 
cup of gold, she was rich and beautiful, but 
neither saves her from ruin. 

destroyed] Lit. broken, a8 was the 
hammer (1. 23). ‘The cup, though of metal, 
is thrown down so violently as to be shattered 
by the fall, 

howl for her] The persons addressed are 
the many inhabitants of Babylon who were 
dragged from their homes to people its void 
pare, and especially the Israelites. ‘They 

ave dwelt there long enough to feel pity 
for her, when they contrast her past max- 
nificence with her terrible fall. Cp. xxix. 7. 

9, Omit would. All was done that it was 
possible to do to heal her. 

to the skies) Or, to the clouds. 

10, Jehovah hath brought to the light 
those things which prove us to be righteous: 
i.e. by punishing Babylon He hath justified 
us. 

Il. Make bright] Rather, Sharpen. 

The Medes (Gen. x. 2) were a branch of 
the great Aryan family, who as conquerors 
had seized upon the vast regions extending 
from the Caspian Sea to the eastern borders 


3 Heb. by hie soni. 
* Heb. ueter. 


of Mesopotamia, but without being able to 

dispossess the Turanian tribes who had pre- 

viously dwelt there. They were divided 
into numerous clans, each with its own 

local chief, the leaders of the larger 

none being those who are here called 
ings. 

12, upon the walls of Babylon] Or, against 
the walls, The A.V, takes the word ironi- 
cally, as a summons to Babylon to prepare 
for her defence; others take it as a summons 
to the army to make the attack. 

13, upon many seonale The great wealth 
of Babylonia was caused not merely by the 
Euphrates, but by a vast system of canals, 
which served for defence as well as for 
irrigation. 

the measure of thy covetousness] t.c. the 
appointed end of thy gain. Some render 
the ell of thy cutting off, i.c. the appointed 
measure at which thou art to be cut off, at 
which thy web of existence is to be severed 
from the loom. 

14. Rather, Surely I have filled thee with 
men as with locusts, and they shall sing over 
thee the vintage-song. The vintage-shout 
suggests the idea of trampling Babylon 
under foot, as the vintagers trample the 
stapes ; a metaphor of the Divine wrath, 

15-19, A transcript of x. 12-16. 
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his voice, there tg a ‘multitude of waters in the heavens; and 
the causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the carth: ‘Ps. 135.7. 
he maketh lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind 
17 out of his treasures. ‘Every man “is brutish by his knowledge ; * ch. 10.14. 
every founder is confounded by the graven image: 'for his ‘ch. 60.2. 
molten image is falsehood, and there ig no breath in them. 
18 ™Lhey are vanity, the work of errors: in the time of their “ch. 10. 15. 
19 visitation they shall perish. "The portion of Jacob is not like *ch.10. 16. 
them; for he is the former of all things: and Jsracl is the rod 
20 of his inheritance: the Lorp of hosts 7s his name. Q°Thou ° Isai. 10. 6. 
art my battle axe and weapons of war: for *with thee will ° 5. 
I break in pieces the nations, and with thee will I destroy 
21 kingdoms; and with thee will I brea: in pieces the horse and 
his rider; and with thee will I break in pieces the chariot and 
22 his rider ; with theo also will I break in pieces man and woman ; 
and with thee will I break in pieces old and young; and with » So2Chr. 
23 thee will I break in pieces the young man and the maid; I will 3° 17. 
also break in pieces with thee the shepherd and his flock; and 
with theo will I break in pieces the husbandman and his yoke 
of oxen; and with thee will I break in pieces captains and 
24 rulers. ¢And I will render unto Babylon and to ull the inhabi- 7 ch. 50, 15. 
tants of Chaldea all their evil that they have done in Zion in 
25 your sight, saith the Lorp. { Behold, I am against thee, *O © Ieei. 13, 2 
destroying mountain, saith the Lorp, which destroyest all the 4¢cb. +7 
earth: and I will stretch out mine hand upon thee, and roll thee 
down from the rocks, ‘and will make thes a burnt mountain. » Rev. 8.8. 
26 And they shall not take of thee a stone for a corner, nor a stone 
for foundations ; ‘but thou shalt be ‘desolate for ever, saith the ¢ ch. 50. 40. 
27Lorp. "Set ye up a standard in the land, blow the trumpet * Isai. 13.2 
among the nations, *prepare the nations against her, calltogether 7 ch. 25.14. 
against her ¥the kingdoms of Ararat, ini, and Ashchenaz; » ch. 50. 41. 
appoint a captain against her; cause the horses to come up as the 
28 rough caterpillers. Prepare against her the nations with ‘the *ver. 11. 
kings of the Medes, the captains thereof, and all the rulers 
29 thereof, and all the land of his dominion. And the land shall 
1 Or, noise. 3 Or, ix thes, or, by thee. 
2 Or, is more brutish than * Heb. evertasting «lesola- 
to know. tions. 


20. Or, Thou art my maul, weapons of 
war &c. The maul or mace (Prov. xxv. 18) 
only differs from the hammer (1. 23) in being 
used for warlike purposes. 

Omit the “ will’? in “‘ will I break.” The 
crushing of the nations was going on at the 
time when the prophet wrote. Most com- 
mentators consider that Babylon was the 
mace of God. 

28. captains...rulers (v. 28) Pashas and 
Sagany. The prophet dwells at length 
upon Babylon’s destructiveness. 

25. O destroying mountain] A volcano, 
which by its flames and hot lava-streams 
destroxs the whole land. 

« burnt mountain] A burnt-out mountain, 
of which the crater alone remains. Such 
was Babylon. Its destructive energy under 
Nebuchadnezzar was like the first outbreak 
of volcanic fires; its rapid collapse under his 
successors was as the same volcano when its 


flames have burnt out, and its crater is 
falling in upon itself. 

26. The prophet means that (1) Babylon 
would never again be the seat of empire. 
Nor (2) would any new development of 
events take its rise thence. 

27. Ararat, see Gen. viii. 4 note. Minni, 
probably the western portion of Armenia, 
as Ararat was that in the centre and to the 
East. Armenia was at this time subject to 
Media. Ashchenaz was between the Euxine 
and the Caspian Seas. 

a captain] Some prefer the LXX. render- 
ing in Nah. iii, 17, «@ mingled mass of people. 
[Others, a “scribe,” an Assyrian term.] 

the rough. caterpillers| i.e. locusts in their 
third stage, when their wings are still en- 
veloped in rough horny cases, which stick 
up upon their backs. It is in this stage 
that they are so destructive. 

28, his dominion] This belonged not to 
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tremble and sorrow : for every purposo of the Lorn shall be por- 


@ ch, 60. 13. 


ver. 43. 30 without an inhabitant. 


formed against Babylon, ¢to make the land of Babylon a desolation 


The mighty men of Babylon havo for- 


born to fight, they have remained in their holds: their might 


b Isai, 19. 16. 
ch. 50. 37. 

¢ Lam, 2, 9. 
Nuh, 3, 13. 
ch. 50, 24, 
ech, 50. 38, 


hath failed; *they became as women: they havo burned her 
31 dwellingplaces ; ‘her bars are broken. 
meet another, and one messenger to meet another, to shew the 
32 king of Babylon that his city is taken at one end, and that ¢the 
passages are stopped, and the reeds they have burned with firo, 


@One post shall run to 


33 and the men of war aro affrighted. For thus suith the Lorp of 


J Teni, 21. 10. 
Mic. 4, 13. 

9 H-~h, 3. 12. 
* Jani, 17. 5. 
Hos, 6.11. 
Joo) 3. 13, 
Rev. 14. 15, 


t ch, 50. 17. 35 me out 


hosts, the God of Israel; The daughter of Babylon 7s /liko a 
threshingfloor, 9'7¢ 7s time to thresh her: yet a little whilo, “and 
34 the time of her harvest shall come. 
of Babylon hath ‘devoured me, he hath crushed me, he hat 
made me an empty vessel, he hath swallowed me up like a 
dragon, he hath filled his belly with my delicates, he hath cast 
*Tho violence done to mo and to my ®flesh be upon 


q Nobuchadrezzar tho kin 


Babylon, shall the ‘inhabitant of Zion say ; and my blood upon 
36 the inhabitants of Chaldea, shall Jerusalom say. Therefore thus 


¥ ch, 50. 34. 
2 ch. 50, 38. 
 Jeai, 13,22. 
® ch. 25. 9. 


1 Or, in the time that he 
thresheth her. 


the subordinate rulers, but to the chief, e.g. 

to Cyrus. 

29, The lit. translation is, 

Then the earth quaked and writhed ; 

For the thoughts of Jehovah against 
Babel have stood fast ; 

To make Babel a waste without in- 
habitant. 


30. hare forborn to fight] Or, have ceased 
to fight : in despair when they saw that the 
conflict was hopeless. 

holds] ‘The word properly means an acro- 
polis, and ro any inaccessible place of refuge. 

they have burned] i.e. the enemy have 
burned. : 

bars] i.e. fortifications (ep. Amos i. 5). 

81. The royal palace was a strong fortifi- 
cation in the heart of the city. The 
messengers thus met one another. 

at one end] Rather, from all sides, entirely, 
cempletely. . 

32. the passayes are stopped) The ferries 
are seized, occupied. ‘rhe historians state 
that when Cyrus captured the city his troops 
moved down the bed of the river and occu- 
pied all these ferries, finding at each of 
them the gates negligently left open. See 
Dan. v. 1 note. 

the reeds] Lit. the marshes or pools, which 
formed an important part of the defences 
of Babylon, were dried up as completely as 
a piece of wood would be consumed by fire. 

38, Translate, The daughter of Babylon is 
as @ thresking-floor at the time when it is 


saith the Lorp ; Behold, 41 will plead thy cause, and take ven- 
geance for thee; ‘and I will dry up her sea, and make her 
37 springs dry. ™And Babylon shall become heaps, a dwelling- 
place for dragons, “an astonishment, and an hissing, without an 


2 Heb, Afy violence, * Heb. inkabitress. 


3 Or, remuinder. 


trampled, 7.e. trodden hard in readiness for 
the threshing: yet a little while and the 
hurvest-time shall come to her, i.c. over- 
take her. In the East the corn when 
reaped is carried at once to the threshing- 
floor, a level spot carefully prepared before- 
hand, usually about fifty feet in diameter, 
and trampled hard. ‘The grain after it has 
heen beaten out by a sledge drawn over ié 
by oxen is separated from the chaff and 
stored up in granaries. 

34, 35, Lit. Nebuchadrezzar...hath de- 
voured us, hath crushed us, he hath set us 
aside as an empty vessel, he hath swallowed 
us like a crocodile, he hath filled his mai with 
my delicacies (Gen. xlix. 20), he hath cast us 
out, Aiy wrong and my flesh be upon Babylon, 
shall the inhabitress of Zion say: and my 
blood be &c. Nebuchadnezzar had devoured 
Jerusalem, had treated her as ruthlessly as 
a crocodile does its prey, and for this 
cruelty he and Babylon are justly to be 
punished. 

38, her sea] Probably the great lake dug 
by Nitocris to receive the waters of the. 
Euphrates. 

her springs] Her reservoir; the whole 
system of canals dug (v. 13). ‘he wealth of 
Babylonia depended upon irrigation. 

37. heaps) Of rubbish, formed in_ this 
case by the decay of the unburnt bricks of 
which Babylon was built. It is these heaps 
which have yielded such a large wealth of 
historical documents in our own days, 

dragons] Jackals (x. 22). 
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38 inhabitant. They shall roar together like lions: they shall ? ell 


39 as lions’ whelps. 

will make them drunken, 
40 petual sleep, and not wake, 
+1 J How is ?Sheshach taken! and 


42 the nations! 


43 with the multitude of the waves thereof. 


lation, a dry 
44 dwelleth, neither doth any 
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In their heat I will make their feasts, and °I ° ver. 57. 
that they may rejoice, and sleep a per- 
saith the Lorp. I will bring them 
down like lambs to the slaughter, like rams with he goats. 
how is %the praise of the whole » ch. 25.24, 
earth surprised ! how is Babylon become an astonishment among $Ch. oo 
The sea is come up upon Babylon: she is covered + See Isui. 
*Her cities are a deso- 7,8. 
land, and a wilderness, a land wherein no man Bae 39. 
son of man pass thereby. ‘AndI + Isai, ‘0. 1. 
ch, 50, 


will punish Bel in Babylon, 


and I will bring forth out of his 


mouth that which he hath swallowed up: and the nations shall 


not flow together any 
45 shall fall. *My people, go ye 
deliver ye every man his soul from 


46 And ?lest your heart faint, and ye fear 
the land; a rumour shall both come one year, 


shall be heard in 


more unto him: yea, 
out of the midst of her, and 
the fierce anger of the LorD. 


& ver. 53. 


= ch, 50.8. 
Rev. 18. 4. 


vy 2Kin.19. 7. 


«the wall of Babylon 


Yfor the rumour that 


and after that in another year shall come © rumour, and violence 


47 in the land, ruler against ruler. 


come, that *I will do judgment u 
Babylon: and her whole land shall 


48 slain shall fall in the midst of her. 
earth, and all that is therein, 
spoilers shall 

49 ‘As Babylon 


50 shall fall the slain of all ‘the earth. 


Then “the heaven and the 
shall sing for Babylon : 

come unto her from 
hath caused the slain of Israel to fall, so at Babylon 


q Therefore, behold, the days 


¢ ch, 60. 2. 
ver. 62. 


Tani. 44, 23, 
Rev. 18. 20. 
& ch. 0. 3. 


on the graven images of 
e confounded, and all her 


‘for the 
the north, saith the Lorp. 


¢Ye that have escaped the © ch. 41. °8. 


sword, go away, stand not still: remember the Lorn afar off, 


51 and let Jerusalem come into your mind. 


3 Heb. visit 


1 Or, shake themselves, + Os, Both 
r, Bo 


2 Or, let not, 


88, yell] Or, grout. 

89, In their heat...) While, like so many 
young lions, they are in the full glow of 
excitement over their prey, God prepares 
for them a drinking-bout to end in the sleep 
of death. Cp. Dan. v. 1. 

40, lambs...rams...he goats) i.e. all classes 
of the population (see Isai. xxxiv. 6 note). 

41. Sheshach] Babylon : see v. 1 note. 

surpriscd] i.e. seized, captured. 

42, By o grand metaphor the invading 
any is compared to the sea. 

4S. a wilderness] Or, a cesert of sand. 

a land awherein| Rather, a land—no man 
shall dwell in them (i.e. its cities), and no 
human being shall pass through them. 

44, The sacred vessels plundered from 
Jerusalem, and laid up in the very temple 
of Bel, should be restored; the men and 
women dragged from other lands to people 
the city, released; and its wall alling 
would shew the insignificance to which it 
should be reduced. 

45. the fierce anger of the Lorn] i.e. against 
Babylon. The people of God are to flee 
sway that they may not be involved in the 
miseries of Babylon. See 1. 8 note. 

46, Lit. And beware lest your heart faint, 


upon. 
‘Pabglon is to 
fall, O ye slain of Ierasl, 


re 


¢We are confounded, 


and with Babylon, fe. 
5 Or, the country. pee 


and ye be afraid because of the rumour that 
és heard in the land: for in one near shall 
one rumour come, and afterrcards tn another 
year another rumour; and violence shall be 
in the land &c. ‘The fall of Babylon was 
to be preceded by a state of unquiet, men’s 
minds being unsettled partly by rumours of 
the warlike preparations of the Medes, an 
of actual invasions: partly by intestine 
feuds. So hefore the conquest of Jeru- 
salem by the Romans the Church had 
similar warnings (Matt. xxiv. 6, 7). 

47. Therefore] The exiles were to note 
these things as signs of the approach of 
God’s visitation. 

confounded] Or, ashamed. 

49. Render, As Babylon caused the slain of 
Israel to fall, so because of Babylon hare fale 
the slain of (or, tn) the whole curth. Babylon 
has to answer for the genera: carnage 
caused by its wars. 

50. afar off] Or, from afar, from Chaldea, 
far away from Jehovah’s dwelling in Jeru- 
salem. The verse is a renewed entreaty to 
the Jews to leave Babylon and journey 
homewards, as soon as Cyrus grants them 
permission. 


51. confounded] Or, ashamed. The verse 
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because we have heard reproach: shame hath covered our faces: 
for strangers are come into the sanctuaries of the Lorp’s house. 


52 Wherofore, behold, the days come, saith the Lonp, ‘that I will 
graven images: and through all her land 
53 the wounded shall groan. /Though Babylon should mount up to 
she should fortify the height of her strength, 


quoA 


sound of a cry cometh from Babylon, and great destruction from 
55 the land of the Chaldeans: because the Lorp hath spoiled Baby- 
Jon, and destroyed out of her the great voice; when her waves 
56 do roar like great waters, a noise of their voice is uttered: be- 
cause the spoiler is come upon her, even upon Babylon, and her 


every one of their bows is broken: *for 
57 the Lorp God of recompences shall surely requite. *And I will 


make drunk her princes, and her wise men, her captains, and 


: and they shall sleep a perpetual 
King, whose name #s the Lorp 
hosts ; !'The broad walls of 


*broken, and her high gates shall be 


people shall labour in vain, and the 


prophet commanded Seraiah 


the son of Neriah, the son of Maaseiah, whon he went 3with 


Babylon in the fourth year of 
a ‘quiet prince. So Jeremiah 


wrote in @ book all the evil that should come upon Babylon, 


q And 
abylon, and 


62 shalt see, and shalt read all these words; then shalt thou say, 


to cut it off, that 


*none shall remain in it, neither man nor beast, but that it shall 
And it shall be, when thou hast made an 


¢ ver. 47. 
do judgment upon her 
Sch. 49. 16. 
co > heaven, and though 
ech, 60.22. 54 yet from me shall spoilers come unto her, saith the Lorp. 
4 Ps, 94. 1 mighty men are taken, 
ch. 50. 29, 
‘ver. 3 
her rulers, and her mighty men 
* ch, 46, 18. sleep, and not wake, saith *the 
ons, 58 of hosts. [Thus saith the Lop of 
Babylon shall be utterly 
™ Hab, 2.13. burned with fire; and *the 
folk in the fire, and they shall bo weary. 
59 The word which Jeremiah tho 
Zedekiah the king of Judah into 
60 his reign. And this Seraiah wus 
61 even all these words that are written against Babylon. 
Jeremiah said to Seraiah, When thou comest to 
O Lorp, thou hast spoken against this place, 
* ch. 50. 3. 
wet-20, 63 be Sdesolate for ever. 
+ Seo Rey. end of reading this book, 


1 Or, The walls of broad 
Babylon. 


2 Or, made naked: 
3 Or, on the behalf of. 
* Or, prince of 


°that thou shalt bind a stone to it, and 


or, chief chamberlain, 
5 Heb. desolutions, 
enucha, 


———_--_ ee 


done to the 
is naturally to 


is a statement of the wron 
exiles by Babylon, and go le. 
Babylon’s punishment (v. 52). 

84. a cay) i.e. the war-cry. 

65. Render, For Jehovah wasteth Babylon, 
and will make to cease from her the loud 
noise (of busy life); und their waves (the 
surging masses of the enemy) roar like many 
waters: the noise of their shouting is given 
forth, i.e. resounds. 

668. every one &c.] Or, Their bows are 
broken ; for Jehovah is a God of recompenses; 
He will certainly requite, 

58. The broad walls} Herodotus makes 
the breadth of the walls 85 English feet.. 

broken] See marg. i.e. the ground beneath 
them shall be laid bare by their demolition. 

the people] Or, peoples. Jeremiah concludes 
his prophecy with a quotation from Habak- 
kuk ; applying the words tothe stupendous 
works intended to make Babylon an eternal 
city, but which were to end in such early 
pad utter disappointment. 


59-64. Historical appendix. In hisfourth 
year Zedekiah journeyed to Babylon either 
to obtain some favour from Nebuchad- 
nezzar, or because he was summoned to be 
present on some state occasion. Jeremiah 
took the opportunity of sending to the exiles 
at Babylon this prophecy. 

69. Seraiah] Brother to Baruch. 

@ quiet prince) Lit. prince of the restiny- 
place, i.e. quartermaster. It was his business 
to ride forward each day, and select the 
place where the king would halt and pass 
the night. 

60. in @ book] Lit. in one book, on one roll 
of parchment. 

1. and shalt see, and shalt read] Or, then 
see that thou read &c. 

62-64. The sinking of the roll was not 
for the purpose of destroying it, but was 
symbolical act (cp. marg. ref.); and the 
binding of a stone to it signified t ecertainty 
of the hasty ruin of the city. 
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64 castit into the midst of Euphrates: and thou shalt say, Thus shall 
Babylon sink, and shall not rise from the evil that I will bring 


upon her : and they shall be weary. 


P ver, 53. 


Thus far are the words of Jeromiah. 


Cua. 52, ZEDEKIAH was one and twenty years old when he 


62 Kin.24.18. 


‘began to reign, and he et diac eleven years in Jerusalem. And 


his mother’s name was 


amutal the daughter of Jeremiah of 


9 Libnah. And he did that which was evil in the eyes of the Lorn, 
3 according to all that Jehoiakim had done. For through the anger 
of the Lorn it came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, till he had 
cast them out from his presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against 


4 the king of Babylon. 


. 


against Jerusalem, and pitched a 
5 it round about. So the city was 


q And it came to pass in the °ninth year 
of his reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, 
that Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his army, 
nst it, and built forts against 
sieged unto the eleventh year 


52 Kin. 25. 
1-27. 


ch. 39. 1. 
Zech. 8, 19. 


6 of king Zedckiah. And in tho fourth month, in the ninth day of 
the month, the famine was sore in the city, so that there was no 


% bread for the people of the land. 


Then the city was broken up, 


and all the men of war fled, and wont forth out of the city by 
night by the way of the gate between the two walls, which was 


by the king’s garden; (now the 


Chaldeans were by the city 


8 round about:) and they went by the way of the plain. But the 


army of the Chaldeans pursued after the king, 


and overtook 


Yedekiah in the plains of Jericho; and all his army was scattered 


9 from him. 


‘Then they took the kin 


, and carried him up unto ¢ch. 32. 4 


the king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of Hamath; where he 


10 gave judgment upon him. 


4And the king of Babylon slew the 


@Ezek.12. 13. 


gons of Zedekiah before his eyes: he slew also all the princes 
12 of Judah in Riblah. Then he 2put out the eyes of Zedekiah ; 
and the king of Babylon bound him in ‘chains, and carried him 


to Babylon, and put him in * 
12 4 ¢ Now in the fifth month,in ¢ 


18 the king of Babylon, 


rison till the day of his death. 
e tenth day of the month, /which 
was the nineteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, 
Scame Nebuzar-adan, *“captain of the guard, which 7served 
into Jerusalem, and burned the house of 


¢ Zech. 7. 5. 


the Lorp, and the king’s house; and all the houses of Jeru- 
salem, und ull the houses of the great men, burned he with fire: 


1 Heb. reigned. 4 Heb. house of the wards. 
2 Heb. blinded, 5 Or, chief murshal. 
3 Or, fetters. © Heb. chief of the exect- 


tioners, or, slaughtermen. 
And 50 ver. 14, &c. 
7 Heb. stood before. 


i LS 


64, Thus far &c.] Whoever added ch. lii., 
evidently felt it his duty to point out that 
't was not written by Jeremiah. 

LIT, Ahistorical Pal ean to the Book of 
seremiah, giving details of the capture of 
Babylon additional to those contained in 
ch. xxxix. ‘Ihe last words of the foregoing 
chapter affirm that Jeremiah was not the 
authcr, and the view adopted by most com- 
mentators is, that this chapter is taken from 
the 2nd Book of Kings, but that the person 
who added it here had access to other valu- 
able documents, and made several modifica- 
tions in it, the principal being the substitu- 
tion of the account of those led captive by 
Nebuchadnezzar (vv. 28-30), for the narra- 


tive given in 2 K. xxv. 22-26, where see 
notes. 
8. it] te. Zedekiah’s evil doing. 
presence, that Zedekiah] Or, punctuate; 
presence. And Zedekiah” &c. 

. broken up...the plain] Or, “broken into 
...the Arabah ” (Deut. i. 1). 

ll. put him in prison &c.] Not found in 
2 K., for in the contemporaneous history 
what befel Zedekiah at Riblah would alone 
be known. It was no doubt added by the 
same hand which inserted the account of 
the deportations to Babylon. 

12. served) ‘The word implies high office. 

18. houses of the great] Rather, every 
great house; 7.e. the larger houses only. 


ce 
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4 ch, 39, 9. 


‘ch, 27. 19. 
E See 1 Kin. 


7. 15, 23. 


+ Ex, 27. 3. 
2 Kin. 25, 14, 


15, 16. 


1 Kin.7,47. 


"1 Kin, 7.18. 
2 Kin. 26. 17 


° See 1 Kin. 
7. 20. 
P2Kin.25.18. 


ch. 21.1, & 
29, 25. 


JEREMIAH. LII. 


1+ and all the army of the Chaldeans, that were with the captain 
of the guard, brake down all the walls of Jerusalem round 
15 about. “Then Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard carried 
away captive certain of the poor of the people, and the residuc of 
the people that remained in the city, and those that fell away, 
that fell to the king of Babylon, and the rest of the multitude. 
16 But Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard left certain of the 
17 poor of the land for vinedressers and for husbandmen. ‘Also 
the ‘pillars of brass that were in the house of the Lorp, and the 
bases, and the brasen sea that was in the house of the Lorn, 
the Chaldeans brake, and carried all the brass of them to Baby- 
18 lon. ‘The caldrons also, and the 'shovels, and the snuffers, and 
the *bowls, and the spoons, and all the vessels of brass where- 
19 with they ministered, took they away. And the basons, and 
the firepans, and the bowls, and the caldrons, and the candle- 
sticks, and the spoons, and the cups; that which was of gold in 
gold, and that which was of silver in silver, took the captain of 
20 the guard away. The two pillars, one sea, and twelve brasen 
bulls that were under the bases, which king Solomon had made 
in the house of the Lorp: ™*the brass of all these vessels was 
21 without weight. And concerning the "pillars, the height of one 
pillar was eighteen cubits; and a ‘fillet of twelve cubits did com- 
pass it; and the thickness thereof was four fingers: it was hollow. 
22 And a chapiter of brass was upon it; and the height of one 
chapiter was five cubits, with network and pomegranates upon 
tho chapiters round about, all of brass. The second pillar also 
23 and the pomegranates were like unto these. And there were 
ninety and six pomegranates on a side; and all the pome- 
24 granates upon the network were an hundred round about. And 
»the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, 7and 
Zephaniah the second priest, and the three keepers of the ‘door : 
25 he took also out of the city an eunuch, which had the charge of 
the men of war; and seven men of them that 7were near the 
king’s person, which were found in the city; and the * principal 
scribe of the host, who mustered the people of the land; and 
threescore men of the people of the land, that were found in the 
26 midst of the city. So Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard 


2 Or, instruments to remove king. 

the ashes, 5 Or, reribe of the captain 
2 Or, detsone. tf the host. 
3 Or, cenzers. 


4 Hel. their brass. 

8 Heh. thread. 

S Heb. threshold. 

7 Heb. saw the face of the 


15. certain of the poor of the people, an 
Omit (as in 2 K. xxv. 11), being inserte 
through some confusion with v. 16. 

multitude] Possibly workmen. ‘She object 
of Nebuchadnezzar was to people Babylon, 
not with paupers, but with men of a better 
class, artizans and workmen, who would 
enrich it. : 

16. husbandmen] Men who tilled little 
plots of ground with the mattock. 

20. twelve brasen bulls that were under] 
Omitted in 2 K. and in xxvii. 19. Prob- 
ably rightly, for what is said here of their 
being under the bases is a mistake. The 
bases were under the ten lavers. ‘The LXX. 
make sense by translating, the twelve brasen. 
bulls under the sea. 3 : 

21. The flict means o measuring line; 


the pillars were twelve cubits, i.e. eighteen 
feet, in circumference, and thus the diameter 
would be 5 feet 9 inches. As the brass was 
four fingers, i.e. scarcely four inches thick, 
the hollow centre would be more than five 
feet in diameter. 

3. on a side] The ninety-six were to- 
wards the four winds, twenty-four towards 
the North, twenty-four towards the East. 
and so on. Add one at each corner, and 
the whole hundred is made up. 

25. an eunuch...men of war) Or, who 
had charge of men of war. The A. V. 
makes him commander-in-chief; he was 
second in command, i.e. a lieutenant, pos- 
ably one among many others of equal 
rank, 


JEREMIAH. LILI. 


took them, and brought them to the king of Babylon to Riblah. 
97 And the king of Babylon smote them, and put them to death in 
Riblah in the land of Hamath. ‘Thus Judah was carried away 
captive out of his own land. 
%§ This is the peoplo whom Nebuchadrezzar carried away cap- 
tive : in the ‘seventh year ‘three thousand Jews and three and 
29 twenty : “in the cightcenth year of Nebuchadrezzar he carried 
away captive from Jerusalem eight hundred thirty and two 
30 ‘persons: in the threo and twentieth year of Nebuchadrezzar 
Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard carried away captive of 
the Jews seven hundred forty and tive persons: all the persons 
were four thousand and six hundred. 
$1 And it came to ee in the seven and thirticth year of the 
captivity of Jchoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, in 
the five and twenticth day of the month, that Evil-merodach 
king of Babylon in the first year of his reign “lifted up the head 
of Jchoiachin king of Judah, and brought him forth out of 
32 prison, and spake ?kindly unto him, and set his throne above 
33 the throne of tho kings that were with him in Babylon, and 
changed his prison garments: ‘and he did continually cat bread 
34 before him all tho days of his life. And for his dict, there was a 
continual diet given him of the king of Babylon, *every day a 
portion until the day of his death, all the days of his life. 


3 Heb. the mutter of the 
day in his day. 


2 Heb. eonls. 
3 Heb. good things with him, 
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*2 Kin.24. 2. 


* See 2 Kin. 
24. 12. 

¢ See 2 Kin. 
2h 14. 

See ver. 12. 
ch. 3Y, Uv. 


x 2 Kin. 25. 
27, 28, 20. 


vy Gen. 10. 
13, 20. 


*2Sawm.9.13, 


a 


28. seventh vear] The suggestion is now 
enerally received, that the word ten has 


ropped out before seven, and thatthe depor- not free from 


A comparison of this chapter with the pa- 
rallel portion of 2 Kings shews that though 
clerical errors and mistakes of 


tations mentioned here are all connected copyists the body of the text is remarkably 
with the final war against Zedekiah. ‘The sound. Many of the differences between 


calculation of Nebuchadnezzar’s reign is dif- 
ferent from that used elsewhere, shewing 
that the writer had access to a document 
not known to the compiler of the Book of 
Kings. In each date there is a difference of 
one year. ‘The LXX. omits ev. 28-30. 

The number of the exiles carried away is 
amall compared with the 42,360 men who 
returned (Bar. ii, 64, 65), leaving a large 
Jewish population behind at Bay on. But 
a continual drain of people from Judea was 

cing on, and the 10, carried away with 

ehoiachin formed the nucleus and centre, 
and gave tone to the whole (see 2 K. xxiv. 
14), When they began to thrive in Babylon, 
large numbers would emigrate thither of 
their own accord, 


the two texts are abbreviations made pur- 
posely by the compiler of the Book of Kings; 
others are the result of negligence ; and 
wen the whole the text of the Book of 

ings is inferior to that of the Appendix 
to the Book of Jeremiah. Bearing in mind, 
however, that possibly they are not two 
transcripts of the same text, but the result 
of an independent use by two different 
writers of the same original authority 
their complete agreement, except in trivia 
matters and mistakes easy of correction, is 
a satisfactory proof of the general trust- 
worthiness of the Masoretic text in all more 
important particulars, 


